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EMINENT 'FOREIGN STATESMEN.

JEAN FRANCOIS PAUL DE GONDI, CAR-
DINAL DE RE{Z.

BORN OCTOBER, 1614, miep 24TH oF auGusT, 1679.

T uave for some time hesitated as to whether I should
insert the life of the cardinal de Retz in a book pro-
fessing to treat of the biography of grecat statesmen,
inasmuch as he governed no country, and ncver held
any legitimate or authorised power in that land which
he convulsed by his cabals. Neverthcless, it appears to me
that it is quite possible to be a statesinan withoyt heing
a minister ; and if to have possessed deepgknowledge
and great skill in all political affairs, to 6:( mightily
influenced the fate of a great nation, and % have ruled
its rulers from time to time, though withoudany recog-
nised authority, be any title to the name of a statesman,
such a title certainly exists in the case of the cardinal
de Retz. Voltaire, indced, places him as a politician
far above his rival Mazarin ; and it is probable that hiyl
De Retz appeared at a later period, when the state of
saciety had cast greater power into the hands of the
people, he would either have overthrown the monarchy
altogether, or would have made himself master of the
chief authority in the, state.

Jean Francois Pau® de Gondi was born at Mont-
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H FORELIGN STATESMEN.

mirel en Brie, in the month of October, 1614 ; and
every externsl circumstance attending his situation by
birth, and his education in youth, might have produced
to France a man distinguished alike for influence,
learning, and virtue. His family, t.hou;:,h originally
drom Italy, had been long naturali®ed in France, and
had been marked by enjoying, at different times, some
of the highes§ dignities, civil and ecclesiastical, i that
country. Hi father was general of the galluys of
France, and one of his uncles archbishop of Paris ; so
that in the church, to which the young De Gondi was
edestined as a profession, he had the highest prospects
of advancement and honour, At an early age he com-
menced his studies, and pursued them with great
® diligence and success, ,acquiring with much facility «
sufficient knowledgZ of classical literature, and that
which is of mueh greater importance to every one, a
thorough acquaintance with and complete mastery of
his native language. He was instructed also in other
accomplishments less fitted for the ccclesiastical state,
to which he was destined from his earliest youth, and
became skilled in some military exercises, which only
increased his natural inclination to an active and enter-
prising life, and rendered g profession which was forced
upon him more hatetul in his eyes.  But such instruc-
tions wereqnot all that he received ; and had he been
willing to belgit cither by pr&ept or example, he might,
in the irretrigfable years of youth, have profited hy those
lessons of viffue and beneficence which would then have
rendered the great talents which he undoubtedly possessed
a blessing instead of a curse to his fellow-creatures. His
studies were conducted under the eye of one who merited
élhas recejved the name of saint ; but cven the instruc-
1s of St. Vincent de Paul and the constant opportunity

of witnessing his virtues were ineffectual to tame the
wild passions, or restrain the turbulent spirit of the
young Gondi. At an early age he commenced his
studies for the church, and was obliged by his parents
to take the first steps in that progsion into which they
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were resolved to force him, although, as he himteif
declares, there never was a spirit less egclesiastically
disposed in the universe. All his efforts, however, were
speedily turned to free himself from the restraint that
was put upon him, and by any means that suggested
themselves to caligg himself to be legally deprived of
the gown which he had assumed at the command of his
father, and which he was forced by the sume authority
to retain.

At the age of seventeen, he wrote amistory of the
conspiracy of Fiesco, which breathes in every line the
daring and turbulent spirit that animated the author,
through life; and it would appear that he took but
little care to hold back from the public eye a work
which wax certainly caleulated to impede his entrance
into the church. He soon, howevVt memployed more un-
Jjustifiable means to cause himself to ba stripped of the
abhé’s cassock. 1lis first resource was gallantry ; and
he set out upon a course of intrigue which well merited
his dismissal from the sacred profession, for which he
believed himself to be, as he really was, totally unfit.
This was done in so public a mauner, however, that the

“abjeet was perceived, and of course frustrated ; although
hie continued to follow, from inclination, the same liber-
tinc course in which he had commenced bis career. To
the princess de Guimene he remained attached & longer
time than to any one clse 5 but he lost neSpportunity
of distinguishing himsclf by the delat {f some new
intrigue, and might in any other age hay suceceded
in his purpose ; but at that period the morals of the
clergy of France werc so relaxed, that even the con-
tinuance of long and systematic debauchery did not
draw down upon him that reprobation which he ought
to have met with. 1is next project was by flight Yo
remove himself from parental authority, and to marry
his cousin, mademoiselle de Scepaux, who was possessed
of considerable fortune and great personal beauty. By
his own account, the young lady, whose virtue seems
to have heen very quc-tionable, willingly listened to his

B 2



4 FOREIGN STATESMEN,

prodosals, and agreed to fly with him to Holland. In
the midst of &is preparations for that purpose, however,
his project was discovered, and he was forcibly removed
from the vicinity, the funds which he had gathered
for the purpgse of flight being taken away from him by
his elder brother.

The ntxt means that he employed fo attain the same
end, was thag of scandalising the church by his re-
peated ducls., The absurd and ptrmclous custom of
duelling was at that time at its height in France, not
having as yet been checked by the wholesome seves
oity which Richelieu afterwards cxercised towards it ;
and De Retz at the age of scarcely cightcen made his
commencement in a combat of four, in which all par-
ties were severely woundo(l The representations and
eutreaties of his #=c1, however, prevented the con-
sequences which eought to have ensued, and the young
duellist was suffered to remain in the church. A
second combat in which he was (ngaged shortly af-
terwards did not serve any further to promote his
views than the former, although he took care to
station witnesses himself to give information against
him. On the third occasion he combined dehauchery
and ferocity together; and quarrelling with the count
de Harcourt on account of madame du Chatelet, his
mistress, challenged him at the theatre, and fought him
the next (&;jn the immediste vicinity of Pans.  lle
found, howeyer, that it was in vain to struggle against
his fate ; apl seeing an opportunity of obtaining in his
profession distinction of a kind rmore calculated to
gratify his vanity than he had at first anticipated, he
applied himself to study morc seriously, and gained
considerable reputation for talent and learning.

A disposf'tion, naturally quick, enterprising, and dar-
ing, together with the disappointment consequent upon
heing forced into a profession which he detested, and
for which he was totally unsuited, produced that sort
of reckless and volatile frame of mind which plunged
him continually into new diffigzltics, as well as led
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him to a frequent change of pursuits and purposes.
The distinction which he obtained by sote polemical
writings, in which he followed a line which Richelieu
had begun, soon called the attention of that great mi-
nister, who svegied disposed to show some favour to
the young De Gofdi. But he on his side, partly it
would seem from caprice, but still more from the
hatred entertained by his mistress, madame de Guimené,
towards the cardinal, displayed a manidest neglect of
Richelien’s favour, excused himself on all occasions
from going to the Palais Cardinal, and courted the en-
mity of & man whown other people fearcd. That enmity s
Lowever, was not a little dangerous, and was very easily
obtained by those who sought it. Nor was Richelieu
long in manifesting his dislike tq the youthful De Retz.”
This was inereased by the perusai™ef the conspiracy of
Fiesco, and was still more aggravafed by the rivalry
between De Retz and abbé de la Motte, a relation and
proteg: of the cardival.  Both had distinguished them-
selves highly wr the Sorborme, avrd both claimed the
higheat piare at the end of the w0 Finding that
Richeheu ntorested hinselld for - 3 Muene, e Retz
declares himself that he sent to .« e would resign
his pretensions 1o the first place, bui hat Richelien
answered with such haughtiness as to induce him to
persevere.  Whatever may be the truth in )n.e respect,
certain it is that the const was carried )i to the vote,
and De Retz obtained the honour to watich he aspired
by a majority of cighty-four voices.

The anger of Richelien now passed all bounds, and
showed itself so openly that all the relations and fiiends
of De Retz became alarmed for his personal safety, and
joined together to send him into Italy with gll speed. His
first abode in that country was at Venice, but the con-
sequences of his intrigues soon forced him to quit that
city ; and after making a tour in Lombardy, he betook
himself to Rome. There a new whim seized him ; and
though hc had no pretensions by nature to the character
either of a humble <~ a decent man, he forced himsclf

B 3
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to live with decency, and in his apparel and demeanour
affectcd 2 d¥gree of humility which blinded the eyes
of the Roman court. His suite and equipages, how-
ever, were splendid; and although he affected to devote
himself entifely to the study of his profession at the
great segt of clerical learning, he 8id not fail to find
the means of quarrelling with the prirtce de Schomberg,
ambassador from the emperor, and more by the for-
bearance of th.t diplomatist than any thing elsc carried
his point against him, much to the surprise and ad-
miration of the papal court. On his return to Paris.
ewhich happened soon after, he found his prospects in
the church growing daily more flattering to his am-

_bition; and though he had not yet determined to em-
brace the ecclesiastica’ profession with real zeal and
sincerity, he did Gt absolutely renounce it, which his
age would now have enabled him to do without re-
straint.

De Retz now pursued in some degree the line of
conduct which he had followed at Rome, studying the
greater part of the day, and shunning, with some degree
of ostentatign, the gay socicty of the capital. His sermons
in Paris had been already very successful, and the
apparent reformation of his manners greatly increased
his repufation. This, however, he could not maintain
for any gregt length of time, as his vicious habits and
libertine cﬁwmr were never'to be changed ; aud, after
endeavouring fto rival Richelieu in the favour of Marie
de Cosse, n?.'n'i‘cha.le de Meilleraye, in which he was
unsuccessful, he laid a schemne with his cousin, son of
the count de Rochepot, for the purposc of murdering
the minister in the chapel of the Dome, at the baptism
of mademoiselle, daughter of Gaston duke of Orleans.
An accidental circumstance prevented Richelicu from
being present at the time and place first appointed ; the
ceremony was deferred, and before it took place the
scheme of the conspirators had melted into air. It is
but jvstice, however, to De Retz to state, that he al-
ways through life expressed the” greatest remorse for
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having taken any part in this project. ¢ Had thebact
succeeded,” he says, ““it would, at thg time, have
covered us with glory ; but I would with all my heart,
that I had never had any share in that enterprise.”
And he adds the remarkable words — “ Ancient Rome
would have adnfired it ; but it is not in that point tha.t
T admire anczent. ome.” .

The conspiracy was never discovered during the
life of the cardinal de Richelieu, but after his death
it was imprudently revealed by two Of the accom-
plices, and produced an unfavourable impression in
regard to De Retz and his friends; for as he observes
himself, ¢ There is nothing more stupid than to’
make people believe you capable of actions which are
reasonably to be feared.” The next undertaking in,
which he was cngaged was less®*zocious, but scarcely
less criminal, in the cyes of the ggvernment. This
was the insurreetion of the count de Soissons, to which,
mdeed, that prince was driven by the tyranny of
Richelien. De Retz had always been a favourite with
the count ; and at length when, pressed by the Spaniards
and the disconteyted multitude whieh surrounded him,
that prince determined to take arm» against ¢he govern-
ment, the young conspirator was sent for to Sedan,
where the count had remained ever since he had been
driven into exile by Richelieu. De Retze on this
occasion, appears (at leagt from his owr.#howing) to
have acted with more circumspection and  prudence
than usual, and in some degree dissuaded his friend
from the dangerous step which he was about to take,
The advice of others, however, prevailed; and war being
determined on, D¢ Retz entered into the conspiracy with
the greatest zeal, and believed that at length he had
found the means of ldelivering himself, with distinction,
from a profession which he hated. He then laid a scheme
for getting possession of the Bastille the moment that the
insurrection broke out ; and he carried it so far forward
by means of various prisoners who were dctained there
under an easy imprisonment, that its success seemed

B 4
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(
asfired. But this was not all ; with the deep-sighted
and cunning policy which he displayed throughout
life whenevet he was called upon to stir up the people,
he made use of some of the most amiable persons for
the purpose of acquiring influence with a class which is
always most powerful in moments of popular come
«notion, ,and was at that time vefy extensive in the
French capital, where long wars, a sévere and exacting
government, ¢he depression of commerce, and the de-
rangement of*he finances of the state, had produced an
immense deal of misery and destitution. The class to
which I allude is called by De Retz himself the poor

*who do mot beg. And by the assistance of his aunt,
madame de Maignelai, he contrived to form acquaintance
with, and afford a certain degree of assistance to,
"immense numbers of porsons in that situation. Having
assured himsclf of aid and co-operation from these
persons in any popular commotion, he returned once
more to Sedan, and entcred fully into the conspiracy,
treating with foreign enemies, and, in fact, committing
every act which might be construed into trcason against
his country and his king.

It was determined that, with the forces which were
already in Sedan, and those which Spain was to send
to the assistance of the count de Soissons, a battle
was impmediatcly to be hazarded against the royal
forces, wiigh were already collected to repress the
threatened revolt; and D¢ Retz returned to Paris
with orders %o raise the capital, and take possession
of the Bastille as soon as he received the first news
of the prince’s success. Every thing was prepared,
and in all probability the result would have been such
as De Retz anticipated ; but the first tidings that
arrived showed the conspirators of the capital that the
count had gained, as I have related elsewhere, the
battle of the Marfée, but that he had been killed in the
moment of victory either by some unfortunate accident
or by the hand of an assassin. Consternation spread
amonrgst the conspirators ; but by wise precaution, and
honourable discretion on all parts, the share which De
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Retz and his companjons in Paris had taken in
insurrection of Sedan was perfectly concealed, and was
not made known during many years.

The failure of these schemes decided the fate”of De
Retz; and giving up all hope of firding 8 favourable
opportunity of sigwelising his abandonment of his pro
fession by some brilliant or daring action, he delermined
to follow the straight course before him, apd to struggle
no more against his destiny. He now dgdicated him-
self entirely to the study of his profession, and affected
a certain degree of decency of demeanour, though,
according to his own admission, his libertine life was,
hut little changed. Possessing powerful friends, however,
and notwithstanding his vices, friends really endowed
with virtue and piety, his appgrent reformation ob- o
tained far more than its just poition of credit and
applause. The hishop of Lisicux, an excellent pre-
late and sincerc man, never ceased to labour, in order
to persuade both Richelieu and the public that De Retz
had shaken off his youthful errors. His talents no onc
doubted ; and the conversion of a protestant gentleman
of Poitou to the catholic religion, which he effected
during some disputes with a huguenot divine, raised
his character high amongst the devotees of the court.
His object was now to sccure his own succession to the
archbishopric of Paris, which was held byl uncle,
whose infirm state of body and mind hardiy permitted
him to perform the functions of his officc. But an im-
prudent speech made by the young abbé in regard to the
cardinal prime minister had the effect of excluding him
from preferment during the lifeof Richelieu. Thatspeech
certainly was as severe as ever issued from the mouth
of man; and though perhaps therc was sope justice in
the observation, its truth but added to the anger of the
minister. In conversation with the president de Mes-
mes the abbé de Retz remarked, that Richelien pos-
sessed no great quality which was not the effect or the
cause of some great defect ; and though this was said in
private conversation, it soon found its way, like every
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thing else, to the ears of Richelieu. In vain the bishop
of Lisieux “ndeavoured to remove the ill impression
which the cardinal entertained against De Retz. The
conduct of the young aspirant was so continually op-
posed, not enly to every principle of wirtue, but, what
was far more heinous in Richelieus opinion, to all the
measures of his tyrannical governmeént, that De Retz
could never hope for favour, and might think himself
very lucky that he escaped without persecution.

The days of Richelieu, however, were now drawing
toa close, and a better prospect of success opened before
the eyes of De Retz after the minister's death. Some
short time previous, a little adventure occurred to him
and to the famous Turenne, which shows both their
characters under circupstances very different from those
in which they are Misually found. A ridiculous preju-
dice excluded ffom all theatrical representations the
higher clergy of France; and though both Richelicu
and Mazarin not only witnessed but encouraged the
efforts of the stage, yet all bishops pretending to any
great degrec of piety abstained from ever visiting the
theatre. The bishop of Lisieux, however, though
well known as one of the most sincerely religious men
of his age, entertained, it would seem, a great desire to
see the performance of some good play; and it being
proposed & him to make an excursion to St. Cloud,
and engage some of the players of the capital to come
and represent one of the pieces of Corneille, he agreed
willingly, upon condition that the party were restricted
to a few. It consisted of the duchess of Vendome and
her daughter, Turenne, De Retz, and three other per-
sons. But as the actors were engaged that night at the
house of the,cardinal at Ruel, they did not arrive early at
8t.Cloud. This caused the whole party to be late ere they
returned to Paris, and it was just in the grey of the
morning that they set out. They had not gone far when
the adventure to which I allude occurred, and it must.
be detailed in the words of De Retz himself. ¢ At.
the foot of the hill,” he says, ‘the carriage stopped
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short. As I was at one of the doors with mademoiselle
de Vendome, I asked the coachman why ¥e pulled up ;
and he replied, with an agitated voice, ¢ Would you
have me drive through all the devils that are there
before me ?* Ieput my head out of the window, but,
being always extréinely short-sighted, I saw jJiothinge
Madame de Chotsi, who was at the other door with
Turenne, was the first in the carriage who perceived
the cause of the coachman’s terror ; 1 s®y in the car-
riage, because five or six lackeys who were behind
were already crying ¢Jesu Maria!” and trembling in
every limb with fear. At the cries of madame de®
Choisi, Turenne jumped out of the carriage. 1
thought that it was robbers, and jumped out also ; then
taking the sword of one of the dackeys, I drew it, and
went round to the other side to join Turenne, whom I
found staring fixedly at something which I did not see.
I asked him what he was staring at, and he replied, in
a low voice, < 1 will tell you,” pushing me at the same
time with his arm; ‘ but we must not frighten these
ladies.” They, by this time, were howling rather than
crying. Voiture began an oremus.  You know, perhaps,
the sharp cries of madame de Choisi ; mademoiselle de
Vendome told her beads; madame de Vendome insisted
upon confessing herself to the bishop of Lisignx, who
replied, € My daughter, do not be alarmedgyou are in
the hands of God.” The &ount de Brion, on his knees,
with all the lackeys, sang forth the litanies of the
Virgin ; and all this took place, as you may imagine, at
the same moment, and in less time than nothing. Tu-
renne, who had a small sword by his side, had drawn it
also; and after having looked forward for a little, as I
have said, he turned towards me, and, wish the same
air wherewith he would have asked for his dinner or
begun a battle, he said, ‘Let us go and see these
gentry.’ ¢ What gentry?’ asked I; and, indeed, I
began to imagine that every body had gone out of their
mind. He replied, * In truth I do belicve they may be
devils after all’ Having now taken five or six steps
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towards the Savonnerie, and being consequently nearer
to the spectacle, I began to perceive something that
seemed to me a long procession of black phantoms,
which, at first, moved me more than it had done
Turenne. But, remembering that I had been for a long
Jime wishing to see spirits, and th&t I had apparently
now found some, it made me make a quicker movement
than was corsistent with his habits, so that I took two
or three springs forward toward the procession. The
people at the carriage, who now thought we had come
to blows with the devils, uttered a loud cry ; but they,
however, were not the persons who felt the greatest
fear. 'The poor barefooted Augustines, who are called
black Capuchins, and who were the devils of our ima-
gination, were in grgater fear still, secing two men
coming upon them”sword in hand; and one of them
separated himself-from the troop, crying, € Gentlemen,'we
are but poor monks, doing no ill to any body, and only
come to bathe in the river for our health’s sake.” Tu-
renne and I returned to the carriage laughing, as you
may imagine.”

The death of Richelieu took place not long after this
adventure ; but for some weeks succeeding his decease
every thing proceeded so much in the same train that
all men imagined, and De Retz amongst the rest, that
as he Hadsurrounded the king with his own creatures,
the spirit of the dead minister was still destined to rule
in the cabinet of the monarch. On being presented to
Louis, however, by the archbishop of Paris, De Retz
was received with far greater favour than he expected,
which increased daily instead of diminishing. The
relations and friends of De Retz now began to entertain
serious hopgs of his obtaining the post to which he as-
pired ; and with much trouble they induced his uncle
to consent to his applying for the office of coadjutor, or
assistant, in the archbishopric of Paris. This office
conferred great authority, and implied the certain ap-
pointment of the person who filled it to the archiepis-
copal dignity on the decease of the incumbent. The
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abbé, however, still found great difficulties at the court ;
and most of the ministers whom  Richeljeu had left
in power opposed his elevation on various accounts.
He himself suspected the secretary of state, De Noyers,
of aspiring to the archbishopric himself, although the
general character %f fhat statesman, and his extmrdma.ry
retreat from power not long afterwards, wouldsseem to”
lmply that such Was not really the case. At all events,
it is certain that a scheme was formedafor banishing De
Retz from the court, in a manner to which he lnmself,
it was supposed, could hardly object; and he was nomi-
nated to the small buc sich hishopric of Agde, in
- Languedoc. T%¢ Retz saw his hopes in regard to the "
archbishopric on the point of vanishing ; but deciding
upea his conduet at wnce with that prompt resolu-
tion wiich characterised all his &ctions, both good and
bad, he went to the kg, «nd thankjng him humbly
fur the very great favour and honour which had been
conterred upen him, he affected a tone of humility,
which was any thing but natural to him. He repre-
sented to the king, that such a bishopric as that of
Agde reguired, on account of its distance from the
ce nd from all sources of information and autho-
xity, & ma~ of rip. years and mature judgment ; and
* exprussed his consciousness of incapacity to fulfil the
«k at his period of life, when he had the grestest ne-
ceasity for goo ! advice ang direction.

Although this step was bold, and the chance of prefer-
ment thus cust away might,in many instances, never have
been regained, the king was not offended by the refusal
of De Retz, and continued to give him every sign of fa-
vour. By this time, however, the father of the abbé had
retired from the world to the seclusion of a convent; and
his influence, which was great, both from s reputation
for piety that was sincere, and for talents which were
more doubtful, was lost to his son in the ambitious
views which he entertained. But a few months elapsed
between the death of Richelieu and that of his sove-
reign; Anne of Austria, to whom Louis had left the re-
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gelgcy, assumed the reins of government, with a far
more extended authority than the king had intended to
transmit to ; and, in the first exuberance of pros-
perity and success, she scattered round her every thing
that the crown could bestow, with more facility than dis-
crimination.” The friends of De Retz did not lose their
epportugity; but finding that any fhing was given to
any body who asked it, they hastened tb demand for him
the office of €oadjutor. The persons who made the ap-
plication wer®madame de Maignelai and the bishop of
Lisieux. Nor is it a little strange that two of the most
quiet, mild, pious, and virtuous people at that time
“living, should unite to solicit an office, to which he was
the least suited on earth, for a person debauched,
irreligious, turbulent, and daring. 'The queen refused,
without any intention®of denying; but she made it a
point that the father of De Retz should for once come
from his cell, to ask the preferment for his son. This
form was complied with, and the appointment imme-
diately took place; the queen declaring that the late
king himself had expressed his will to that effect on the
night before hir death. The papal sanction was speedily
obtained, and De Retz assumed the title and functions
of archbishop-coadjutor of Paris.

Determined to commence his new career with dis-
tinction,, De Retz resolved to surprise the people of
Paris, una:ustomed as they had been for many years
to see their bishops in the’ pulpit, by preaching a
regular course of sermons during the Advent. The
pope’s bull arrived on the eve of All-Saints’ Day, and
the very next morning the coadjutor appeared in the
church of St. John, and delivered his first sermon,
as archbishop, to an immense concourse of persons.
Not having §et taken full orders, he retired soon after
from public life, in order to prepare for the last
steps on entering the church; and the state of his
mind at this period is well worthy of being given in his
own words: — “ My private occupation during this
time was an intense and profound reflection upon the
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manner in which I ought to conduct myself for xLe
future. It was very difficult. I found the archbishopric

of Paris degraded in the eyes of men by the meannesses

of my uncle, and rendered desolate in the eyes of God

by his negligence and incapacity. 1 foresaw infinite

impediments in ¢he way of its re-establishment, and

1 was not so blind dk not to know that the greatest and®
the most insurmofntable of those impediments existed
in myself. I was not ignorant of what great importance
are correct morals to a bishop ; I felt, Mso, that the
scandalous disorder of those of my uncle imposed
upon me the duty of regularity more strictly and in-
dispensably than upon any other. 1 felt at the same
time that I was not capable thereof, and that all the
obstacles which conscience or honour might oppose to
my dissipation would be but véy insecure barriers.
I took then, after six days’ reflection, the resolution

of doing ill designedly, which is, without compa-

rison, more criminal before God, but which is, with-
out doubt, more wise before the world ; because, in

acting thus, one always takes precautions which cover
a part, and because one avoids, by this means, the most

dangerous absurdity into which one can fall in our pro-

fession, that of mixing up sin with devotion.”

For several years after the death of Richelien, the
impetus which his mighty mind had given to ghe go-
vernment carried it forward with ease, in spite®f all ob-
stacles; and during that pef-iod, while Mazarin thought
the success of all his measures sure, and his power
founded cn a basis that could never be shaken, he pro-
ceeded, from step to step, in a mistaken policy, caleu-
lated to give his enemies eventually the power of injuring
him in the most vital point. He neglected the finances ;
he suffered that which had become disorderly®to become
more so under his administration, and he was compelled,
by the consequences of those errors, to have recourse to
others; to load the people with imposts to which they had
been unaccustomed, at a moment when the burdens,which
were lighter by habit, were, nevertheless, fully as heavy
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n‘they could bear. During this time, going on in a
fancied security, he showed himself in general placable
in disposition, though sometimes the calm was inter-
rupted by bursts of passion, and occasional fits of
haughtiness, when any thing occurred to disappoint his
expectations or oppose his wishes. For a considerable
period Pe Retz lived with him on ferms of great appa-
rent friendship, dining at his table on'ce in the couyse of
every week, ®and paying assiduous court to the ﬂan-
regent and tfe influential persons who surrounded her.
Whether he expected greater or renewed favours from
the court; whether he, at this time, had any hopes
of the cardinal’s hat, which was demanded shortly after
for the prince de Conti; or whether, as he has repre-
sented it himself, he was carried on step by step to op-
pose the government, without either disappointed expect-
ations or ambitigus projects, — would require a decper
knowledge of the circumstances than can be now obtain~
ed to decide with any degree of certainty. His first
difference with Mazarin and the court arose in matters
of no great importance ; but it is not improbable that
the influence which De Retz daily gained with the
people of Paris excited the jealousy and suspicions of
the cardinal, and induced him to irritate the coadjutor
by a small species of persecution, which was intended to
lower him in the estimation of the populace, but which,
being resh.ted with spirit, had the contrary effect.

The uncle of the young aguator, who still retained
the archbishopric of Paris, still more jealous than
Mazarin himself of the influence and authority of his
nephew, did all that he could to prevent the interference
of De Retz in the management of their mutual diocese.
But the political skill of the coadjutor found means of
turning to*his own advantage even the resistance of his
uncle; and knowing very well that the archbishop would
not allow him to execute even the beneficial schemes
that were both within his power and hig will to perform,
he affected a strong desire to produce a variety of admir-
able changes, which, even had his uncle offered no impe-
diment, it would have been impossible to carry through in
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the state of the government, the country, and the man:
ners of the times. He thus acquired a grgat degree of
credit with all classes for purposes that he never seri-
ously entertained ; but in one instance in which he
undoubtedly did intend to produce a very great reform
amongst the clergy gf the diocese, he was opposed and
frustrated by the united efforts of his uncleend the’
court. Of the multitude of priests existing in Paris, a
very large proportion were equally ignoran{ incapable,
and vicious. With their vices De Retz dared not meddle,
knowing that he was too liable to censure on the same
score himself ; but with their ignorance and incapacity
he was free to deal ; and he erected a sort of court in
the diocese, consisting of canons, curates, and monks, to
examine the competence of the different priests, and to
divide them into three different® classes; first, those
who were fully equal to their functions ; secondly, those
who were for the time incapable, but might be rendered
competent to the task by study and instruction ; and,
thirdly, those who were altogether unfit, and whose mind
and character afforded no probability of any sufficient
improvement. The first class were to be left in the
exercise of their functions ; the second were to be placed
in seminaries for their farther instruction ; and the
third were destined to be kept in houses of retirement,
under strict, but not severe, discipline. As thisunder-
taking was likely to prove yery expensive, D&Retz ap-
plied for assistance to the rich of the diocese ; and the
general advantage being evident to every one, large sums
were eagerly subscribed for the execution of the plan.
The influence and authority thus obtained by De Retz
was sufficient to call down the opposition of Mazarin ;
and the archbishop, who had been absent, was recalled
to Paris, and easily persuaded to forbid thé® execution
of a scheme which had not originated with himself.
The coadjutor very evidently perceived by what hand
the impedimentsgwere raised, and a fund of evil feelings
towards Mazarin was generated in his heart, which did
not cease to exist and to increase to the last day of his
VOL, IIL. o
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life. Various occasions for mutual contest and opposi«
tion presenfed themselves to De Retz and Maszarin
during the assembly of the clergy which was held in
1645 ; but the coadjutor, in all those instances, with
the most gkilful sagacity, fought the battles of the
clergy against the court, and thus, aSsured himself of
one of “the most powerful bodies in the realm to fall
back upon ip time of need.

About the,same period, envoys from Poland arrived
at the court of France, for the purpose of concluding
the already arranged marriage between the king of the
former country with a princess of the house of Nevers ;
and a Polish bishop was sent to perform the ceremony.
Mazarin, little acquainted with the rights and customs
of the French church, jnconsiderately despatched an order
to the coadjutor to have the church of Notre Dame pre-
pared on a certain day for the marriage. It was the
privilege, it would seem, of the archbishops of Paris
to perform all great ceremonies which took place in their
metropolitan church themselves, and never to yield the
execution of these functions to any but the cardinals of
the royal family. De Retz accordingly instantly pro-
ceeded with a deputation from the chapter to Fontaine-
bleau, where the court then was; and, after some very
violent discussions with the minister, he drove Mazarin
and the*queen to have recourse to art; and, after affect.
ing to be moved by the representation of De Retz and
the chapter, they sent him back to DParis, to wait till
the matter had been fully considered by the court.
Despatching a messenger immediately to the weak arch-
bishop, who was then at Angers, they easily pro-
cured his authority for the act which his nephew
had opposed. But De Retz was resolved not to
be baffled; and he induced the chapter to exert
their privileges, and to reply, when a fresh order
for preparing the church arrived, that the archbishop
might dispose of the nave of the chmrch, for that he
was entitled to do ; but that the choir belonged to the
members of the chapter, and that they would give it up
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for no ceremony that was not performed by. their arch-
bishop or his coadjutor. Mazarin, angry®and indig-
nant, declared that, since such was the case, the marriage
should take place in the chapel of the Palais Royal, of
which, he asserteq, the grand almoner was she bishop :
but this was a doctrine that De Retz would not tolerate ;,
and he notified to she future queen of Poland,’that, if
the ceremony were performed in the manner proposed
he should be obliged to declare the marriage null. He
pointed out, however, that the only way to obviate the
difficulty would be for the marriage really to take place
in the Palais Royal, but for the Polish hishop to come to
him in order to receive a written permission to celebrate
it in that place. This was accordingly done; and De
Retz obtained a triumph over Mgzarin and the court,
which produced no benefit to himself, and was never
forgiven either by the minister or the regent.

Having thus incurred the enmity of the two most
powerful persons in the realm, he hastened to add a third
to the number, and to quarrel with the weak duke of
Orleans, who held the high office of lieutenant-general
under the regent. The cause was still less than that which
had already created a division between himself and Ma-
zarin: but De Retz was endowed with a sort of irritable
vanity, which made him apprehend serious consequences
from the slightest abandonment of any of thosg ®eremo.
nial rights which, as coadjutor, he believed himself to
possess. Having determined upon hearing vespers at
Notre Dame on Easter day, the duke of Orleans sent
forward some of his guards. Their officer found the foot-
cloth of the coadjutor placed next to the chair of the
archbishop ; and, believing that to be the proper seat of
the duke of Orleans, he removed it from thg spot, and
placed that of the duke in its stead. De Retz pretended
that, without any personal pride in the business, it
might become a precedent of great importance if the
coadjutor suffered his seat to be separated from that of
the archbishop ; and, waiting for the duke at the door
of the church, he represented to him his view of the

» c2
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case ; upon which the duke good-humouredly ordered
their places™o be changed, and suffered the coadjutor
to sit above him.

Thus passed the matter for that day: but the
friends of the duke of Orleans easily persuaded him
that he had suffered himself to e grossly insulted
by De ‘Retz ; and, heing irritated fo a great degree,
he vowed that he would force the coadjutor to go
to Notre Dagre on the following Sunday, and sit below
him. On his application to the queen, she sent for
De Retz, and directed him to make the reparation which
the duke demanded. He, of course, refused ; and she
then made him confer with Mazarin, who used every
means to persuade him to comply. The eloquence
of the cardinal, had ;uo effect; and, finding that mild
means were unsuccessful, he assumed a tone of authority
and reprehension. This gave De Retz the opportunity
of retaliating, which he did with interest ; and, some
one having represented to him that the duke would very
likely use force to compel his submission, he had the
folly to arm a great number of persons in order to
resist, and prepared to make the metropolitan church
the scene of such pitiful contentions.

The famous Condé, however, then duke d’En-
ghein, now took part in the affair ; and, siding with
De Ré&g declared that he would not suffer him
to be ill-treated. His father, the prince of Condé,
became alarmed for fear of a rupture between him
and the duke of Orleans, and procecded to reason
with the coadjutor, whose house he found filled with
armed men. De Retz was probably by this time
ashamed of the whole proceeding, and glad to find any
reasonablc neans of withdrawing from it decently., Ac-
cordingly, with some courteous speeches, he offered the
prince de Condé, without giving up his right in Notre
Dame, to go to the duke of Orleans, and to assure him that
-what he had done did not proceed from the slightest want
of respect, but that it had been forced upon him in
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order to preserve the rules of the church. This was ac:
cordingly done; and the duke of Orleans, plagable, irreso-
lute, timid, himself through life but a creature in the
hands of others, received the excuse in good part, and the
affair passed off without any tore serious cqusequences.
All these thmgs, dowever, made their impression : at
the court De Retz was looked upon with an evil eye ;
but the clergy, and especially the clergy ¢f Paris, re-
garded him as a defender of the rights apd privileges
of the church ; and in losing the favours of the queen
he gained that of the people. After having thus
menaced and intimidated the court, he thought he had |
acquired a sufficient degree of consideration to show it
a certain sort of patronage; and, at the close of the
assembly of the clergy, he led the party which voted a
a large gratuitous donation to the" kmg, and, in a ha.
rangue which he made upon the occasion, endeavoured
to do away, in some measure, with the ill opinion
which he knew the regent and the minister entertained
of his views and proceedings. .
Up to this period in the existence of De Retz we have
very little information concerning him, except that
which he himself has afforded ; and we are obliged to
make the actions of his after-life serve the purpose of a
key to interpret his own showing in regard to the years
of his yout. We now come, however, to anepoch in
French history when the,multitude of mefhoirs and
narrations concerning the great cvents of the time fur-
nish us with & comment upon the purposes and character
of the coadjutor ; and, while his own writings afford an
extraordinary picture of his mind and his political in-
trigues, we are cnabled to correct his misstatements, and
penetrate his disguises, by the accounts of others, not
less prejudiced and deceitful, perhaps, if regard to
themselves, but more clear-sighted and candid when
they speak of their fellow-actors on the scene of the
Fronde. In the early part of 1647, the impetus which
had been so far given to all the movements of govern-
ment by the energy of Richelieu had so far declined,
- ¢ 3
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that the farther progress of the state was left entirely to
the efforts f those under whose direction it now was ;
and, at the same time, the accumulation of impediments
which they had gathered together on the way every day
rendered itg advance more difficult, and required greater
skill and vigour in those who now gnided it. That
“skill ardl vigour did not exist: the Qurdens were every
day becomi}g heavier ; the people began to murmur
openly ; and even those who did not do so felt the spirit
of discontent not less than those who expressed it.
Atlength, in the month of August, the parliament was
induced to raise its voice in opposition to the minister ;
and the whole feebleness of the government was felt in
a moment. The queen regent and her council en-
deavoured to maintain the authority they possessed;
and, with the usual vacillating unsteadiness of weakness,
went from violence to concession, and from gentleness
to severity, losing at every struggle, like a fish caught
in a net, some portion of that strength which they ex-
erted to set themselves free. Thé part which the co-
adjutor played in all this business was such as might be
expected from his character. He represents himself as
sincerely friendly towards the court, and endeavouring
to do all that he could to prevent the ministers from
resorting to those severe measures, which ‘would irritate
the peogle in the first instance, and which they had not
strength Yo carry through ill that irritation had sub-
sided ; and he seems to cast great blame upon Mazarin
for regarding him with suspicion when his intentions
were loyal and good. He passes over, apparently for
the purpose of making this statement appear the more
just and accurate, all mention of his transactions with
the parliament till a much later period. But we find
from the Memoirs of Claude Joli, one of the canons of
Notre Dame, that he had a very great share in all
the proceedings of the parliament during its very first
opposition to the court; and the canon, moreover,
insinuates, though he does not distinctly state it, that
many of the most obnoxious measures were attri-
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butable to the advice of De Retz. He endeavoured
as far as possible, however, to keep up a fajyr appearance
with the court; and his uncle once more quitting
Paris, he made frequent reports to the queen and Ma-
garin of the state and condition of the people. At the
same time, he affegied every disposition to tranquillise
the popular mind; but he acknowledges himself that he
foresaw from a very early period that the disputes
between the court and the parliament must end in an
open collision, and that that collision Would produce
those scenes of turbulence and disorder in which he
took a pleasure, and in which he thought himself cal-
culated to shine. To this he adds, that, such being his”
full conviction, he took care to preserve his popularity ;
and for that purpose distributed amongst the people, in
the space of five months, 36,0(’0 crowns, upon various
pretences. Such is his own statement ; and,. perhaps,
the suspicion would not be unwarrantable if, from these
admissions, the immediate result of his actions, and his
general character, we were to conceive that he took any
unapparent means that suggested themselves to insure
and hasten forward those convulsions from which he
proposed to benefit. At all events, it is certain that his
representations to the court, and his admonitions to the
people, tended to nothing but to irritate both parties;
and at length matters arrived at that poiné when an
immediate contest betwegn the ministers ¥Rd the par-
liament became inevitable.

At this period, as if to hurry forward Mazarin
and the queen into some rash act, the victory of
Lens was obtained by the great Condé; and the joy
which spread through the court party was diepro-
portionate and extraordinary : although it undoubt-
edly gave them some accession of importarite, it did not
by any means afford that degree of vigour which was
necessary to crush the vast power of the parliament.
Mazarin, however, conceived that surprise might do
much, and determined to exert his whole strength at
this favourable moment.

c 4
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On the day of 8t. Louis, the whole court being
assembled im the Jesuits’' church, De Retz preached
an eloquent sermon, containing an eulagy of the saint,
and offering very good instructions to the young
monarch, who was one of his auditors. For some
time before, Mazarin had varied dn his conduct to-
wards tite' coadjutor, sometimes treatjing his warnings
and advice wjth contempt and irony ; sometimes listen-
ing to them wjth apparent content and gratitude ; some-
times soothing and flattering ; sometimes insulting and
reproaching a man whom he had certainly just cause

, both to hate and fear. De Retz was not one to be de-
ceived by the flattery of an enemy, nor to be led from
his purpose either by smooth words or fallacious hopes.

» But it weuld scem that the real intentions of the
court were concealed from him with sufficient skill to
prevent his having any direct suspicion as to what was
about to take place. The only open measure which the
court proceeded to take upon the battle of Lens, was
the ordering a 7% Deum to be sung in celebration thercof
in the church of Notre Dame ; and on the day ap-
pointed the streets, as usual, were lined with troops
while the king and royal family proceeded to the
cathedral. De Retz, as a matter of course, performed
the ceremony, which took placc in all tranquillity ; and,
the T¢ Beum being over, the court and congregation
retired fromn the church, while the archhishop coadju-
tor passed into the sacristy to disrobe. This we learn
from other authority than that of De Reta himself ;
and his own assertion, that he had suffered himeelf to be
deceived by the court in this instance, is thus con-
firmed. Scarcely had he been theve, however, a moment,
when some persons coming in with great alarm, informed
him that three members of the parliament who had
the most distinguished themselves by their opposition
to the court had just been arrested while the Ze’ Deum
was being performed. These were the president, Blanc
mesnil, Charton, and one of the counsellors, named
Broussel : the .arrest of the two former persons had
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_been executed without the slightest difficulty, and with-

out producing any commotion ; but Broussel, an old
man, highly popular with the lower classes of Paris,
lived in a part of .the city near which all the boatmen
and market people daily assembled ; and ap old nurse
throwing up the window, called to the multitude to
assemble and deljver her master. A tumul® imme-
diately took place ; but, before a sufficient pyumber were
collected to offer any successful resistance {p the guards,
the prisoner was out of the city, and some way upon
the road to Sédan.

This disappoii.tment served in no degree to allay
the rising tumul¢: thousand.' .pon thousands were
gathered together; the strec s, being thronged with
people who had £ cked ‘o s the king and royal
family pass to the catl odral, offered the ready mate-
rials for popular commotion ; and, by the time the
news had reached De Retz, the populace were run-
ning .o armrs, with the rallying cry of ¢ Liberty and
Broussel !” He instantly went forth as he was, in his
episcopal cotes, and proceeded toward the Palais Royal,
whit'ter the mob was te' **ng.  He found an immense
cr~ . filline all the sticets, scrcaming and crying for
o= ;- and the moment he appeared he was sur-
roan ¢ ¢he awlitude, from whom he was only able
to {r¢ ' by « uring them that he w. ing to
the aeen,,-0 ash Jdhat rigl: wight instantly be done them,
On the Jont Neuf he iret with the maréchal Meilleraye
with a bedy € th+ guards, assailed by the multitude’
with stenes and <'wse, and that officer accompanied
him to the pal.ze .n order to represent to the queen the
real state of the city at the moment.

On arriving at the palace, neither the general nor the
bishop could obtain credence for their statement ; and
though the people were shouting before the gates, the
queen, who was perfectly incapable of fear, would not be
convinced that there was any danger. By this time, how-
ever, the populace were beginning to seize upon arms;
and the arrival of several other persons who had passed
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througb the crowd confirmed the statement of the coad-
jutor, whowas then sent out with Meilleraye to endeavour
to persuade the people that justice would be done them
if they dispersed. Meilleraye, a hasty and imprudent
man, having understood that the queen was determined
to set Broussel at liberty, putting chimeelf at the head
of the Nght horse of the guard, advapced rapidly upon
the people, ¢rying, © Long live the king ! Liberty for
Broussel !I”  The people, however, did not attend to
what he sand but merely saw that he advanced upon
them with t,he soldiers, and with his sword drawn in his
hand ; and, running to arms on every side, they attacked
the maréchal and the small body of troops by whom he
was surrounded. Meilleraye losing patience, and in
some degree forced to,defend himself, shot one of the
ringleaders on the spot with a pistol, which, of course,
added to the faury of the people. De Retz hurried
forward to appease the tumult; and for a moment his
appearance in his archiepiscopal robes seemed to have
produced some effect. Fresh bodies, however, came
up to join the mob, and the coadjutor being on foot,
he was soon lost sight of in the crowd ; while a rapid
discharge of fire-arms was poured upon Meilleraye and
his soldiers, many of whom were wounded, as well as one
of the pages of De Retz himself. The next moment,
the blowf a stone above the ear brought the coadjutor to
the ground ; and, as he wasgising, one of the insurgents
put a musquet to his head as if to shoot him. With
ready presence of mind, however, De Retz exclaimed,
¢ Ah, wretched man! if thy father were to see thee
now !” The man instantly turned away the gun, and,
gazing intently at the man who claimed to be so inti-
mate a fnend of his father, but whom his father had
never seen, perceived that it was the archbishop coad-
jutor, and contrived to make the fact of his presence
known to that body of the mob with whom he himself
had arrived.

De Retz now regained his influence with the
peopie ; and, while he occupied them around him-
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self, the maréchal de Meilleraye effected his retreat to
the Palais Royal. De Retz then, gathering the people
round him, led them towards the markets, where he
harangued them for a considerable length of time, and
at length persuaded them to put down theig arms. He
next proceeded to she Palais Royal himself, followed by
thirty or forty thousand people, still determfhed that
the prisoners should be set free, but no Jonger armed
against the royal authority. Again, accomgpanied by the
maréchal de Meilleraye, he entered the presence of the
queen, and endeavoured to persuade her to satisfy the
demands of the people, informing her, at the same time, ,
that they had laid down their arms, confiding in her
justice and clemency. The court, however, by this
very news became reassured. The queen, after giving
way to a burst of anger, turned the representations of
De Retz into ridicule, and dismissed him, saying, “ Go,
sir, go and rest yourself ; you have worked hard.” He
accordingly retired, and turned his steps towards his
own dwelling, saying what he could to appease the
people as he went; and, on returning home, was so
exhausted, that, we are told by one of those that was
near him at the time, he was obliged to be supported
into his own apartment by two of the assistant clergy.
The crowd entirely dispersed, all tumult ceased, and
Paris returned to a state of quiet and tranquilljey, which,
in all probability, did not guit the viewsof the coadjutor.
This was his first essay in popular commotions;
and it appears that his desire merely was to increase
his importafice with the court by keeping it in a state
of continual apprehension, without exciting the people
to any acts of violence or bloodshed. In the course of
that day he had found how difficult a gnachine to
.manage is & mob, and how hard to rule it while it is
kept together. He now felt how difficult it is to prevent
it from dispersing when the momentary excitement is
past. From hour to hour, during the evening, several
of his friends and confidants came from the pelace to
the lesser archbishopric, bearing him information that
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the streets of Paris were quite abandoned by the
multitade who had so lately threatened the city with
pillage ; and that he himself had become an object of
ridicule and vituperation to the court. He says himself
that he bore,all this without being shaken in his resolu-
tion of not exciting the people to any ‘farther sedition ;
but at lehgth Argenteuil, who had bgen engaged with
him in the cqnspiracy of the count de Soissons, arrived
with a message from the maréchal de Meilleraye, begging
him to provide for his own safety as fast as possible,
for that he would certainly be arrested the next day.
He added, that the court, finding every thing quiet, and
the tumult appeased, had determined to follow up
their first stroke vigorously ; to send him to Quimper
Corentin, to despatch old Broussel under a guard to
Havre, and, at daybrea’( to make the chancellor proceed
in form to interdict the meetings of the parliament, and
to exile it to Montargis.

The friends who were round De Retz now fancied that
he was utterly ruined ; that, having let the first impres-
sion caused by Broussel's arrest pass away, he could no
longer hope for any support from the people ; and that
he, as well as the parliament, was at themercy of thecourt.
But it was now that the preparations which De Retz had
been making for many a month— we might say for seve-
ral yearse—began to take effect. After some cohsidera-
tion, he amnged all his plang, and told his friends, who
apprehended so much for him, and for themselves, not
to be alarmed on such slight causes. At that time
Paris was divided into quarters, over each of which a
colonel, chosen from amongst the citizens, was in-
vested with a certain degree of authority; and, at the
same time, a quantity of the old arms which had been
employed at the time of the League, and during the
siege of Paris, by Henry IV., were still in the hands of the
people. A number of the higher classes of citizens, who
then, we must remember, formed a completely distinct
order from the nobility, had been gained by the subtle
and insinuating De Retz; and amongst these several
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of the colonels of the quarters were ready to obey the
orders of their turbulent archbishop in @ny extreme
to which he might lead or the court might drive
them. Miron, colonel of the quarter of Saint Germain
I' Auxerrois, wag, immediately sent for by the coadjutor,
and with him and €ome others the whole plan for the
commotions of the following day were arranged upon
a regular system. Miron undertook to find a large body
of the influential burghers, who would, be ready to
resist any attempt against the parliament or the co-
adjutor ; and De Retz directed him to station consider-
able groups of respectable men from place to place, in,
those parts of the city which were likely to become the
scenes of action ; while the whole of the inferior persons
were kept within, but prepazgd to issue forth at a
moment’s notice. The respectability of these citizens’
appcarance, they well knew, could afferd no excuse to
the soldiery for dispersing them as rabble ; and, at
the same time, their influence with the people was
sufficient to prevent any commotion taking place till
the exact moment when it could be excited with ad-
vantage. Four hundred of the citizens were thus
posted before daybreak ; and De Retz stationed a num-
ber of his friends, with what followers they could
collect, at different important points, for the purpose of
directing the mob, and impeding the operatighs of the
royal troops ; while, at ghe same time, directions for
forming barricades, in order to defend the streets, were
given to the most capable persons of the party, upon
the plan of those which had been raised against
Henry 111. in the time of the League.

Early in the morning, the manceuvres of both parties
began : various officers on horseback were segp, reconnoi-
tring the groups of burghers ; and shortly afterwards the
chancellor himself set out in state, for the purpose of in-
terdicting the parliament. At first, his carriage was only
attacked by & few boys; but, while he was proceeding
towards the courts of justice, messengers were sent off
to take the commands of De Retz in regard to the
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farther proceedings of the insurgents. Those com-
mands were tissued in a moment, and executed with
equal promtitude. Without an instant’s delay, the
whole of the lower classes were armed: children of
five years old were seen with daggers jin their hands ;
women with infants in their arms joined the mob ; md
in less than two hours 200 barricades closed up the
streets, rendered the manceeuvres of the cavalry imprac-
ticable, and gfforded impediments to the operations of
infantry, which would have required a far greater force
than the queen possessed in Paris to have overcome. In
. the mean time, the chancellor had been attacked, and nar-
rowly escaped with his life, as I have detailed elsewhere;
and the court, somewhat too late, became pursuaded
that the tumulis on the arbitrary arrest of Bronssel
were not brought to an end on the same day that gave
them birth. Under these circumstances, the queen sent
a messenger to De Retz, beseeching him to come to her
immediately, and to endeavour to allay the disturbances,
which she more than suspected he had caused. The
coadjutor, however, with many expressions of sorrow
and respect, declared that it was impossible to do so;
and begged the messenger to assure the queen, that he
had so greatly lost his influence with the people, from
his efforts in her favour during the preceding day,
that he himself narrowly escaped that morning,
when he been casually gbliged to show himself in
the streets. The messenger, who had heard, as he
came along, continual shouts of ‘ Long live the co-
adjutor !’ was not to be persuaded that he was as
much without authority as he pretended; nor did De
Retz wish to persuade him that he was so: suffering
him to seg that he merely asserted it as an excuse,
coupling it with many professions of loyalty and de-
votion to the queen. ¢ The favourites of the two last
centuries little knew,” he says, “ what they were about,
when they reduced the duties which kings owe their
subjects to a mere form ; for there are many conjunc-
tures may arise in consequence, wherein the people
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will reduce to a mere form, also, the obedience that they
owe to their kings.” L

While the chancellor, insulted and attacked, barely
escaped with life, and the people took measures for de-
fending themselves against the soldiery, the, parliament
assembled, and, after issuing a number of decrees cong
demnatory of the gonduct which the queen and h¥r coun-
cil had pursued in the arrests of the preceding day, passed
a resolution for going in a body to demand ghe liberation
of the prisoners. This determination was executed at
once. Thememberswere received with vast acclamations,
and conducted through the various barriers to the Palais
Royal. With their transactions there we have little to
do, inasmuch as De Retz took no part therein ; and it
may be sufficient to say, that, after having been once
sent away by the queen, they were turned back by the
people, and, after much contestaiion, obtained an order
for the liberation of the prisoners. The barricades
were immediately razed ; and, as soon as the lettre de
cuchet for the liberation of Broussel was executed, the
people returned to tranquillity.

The next morning De Retz was sent for to the
palace; and, though the queen was well aware that
to his instigations and  arrangements was owing
the tumult just passed, and though he was perfectly
convinced that she was not ignorant of thegfact, she
did not fail to endeavour tg conciliate him by every ex-
pression of esteem and consideration ; while Mazarin,
on his part, carried his hypocritical admiration of, and
confidence in, the coadjutor to the pitch of gross ab-
surdity. De Retz retired, perfectly convinced that, as
far as the court was concerned, he stood in 2 more dan-
gerous position than ever; and that no gpportunity
would be lost of crushing him entirely. It is possible,
indeed, that, could De Retz have contented himself with
honours, distinction, rank, and even power, he might
have wrung from the court, at that moment, almost any
concessions that he thought fit to demand : but it was
not in his nature to sacrifice the post of leader of a
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faction for any consideratipn whatsoever ; and he feared
that anythirg which he demanded or obtained from the
courg, might be used as the means of diminishing his
influence with the people.

. There axrz circumstances in which, with great wari-
pess and overpowering mpudence,, demagogues may
make use of the multitude merely as the means
of obtaining.wealth, influence, and honours for them-
selves; and, if they continue insatiable, making
fresh complaints, and new demands, as soon as former
ones are heard and gratified, they may continue to main-
tain their influence with the people, while they plunder
the court: but they must never be satisfied ; for the
moment they do so they lose the link of connection
between them and the populace. De Retz certainly
neither wanted the impudence or the cunning to pursue
this plan ; but i¢ may be doubted whether the circum-
stances of those times would have admitted its adoption.
He kept aloof, therefore, from the court; though he
endeavoured to retard the rapid proceedings of the
parliament, which hurried on events that De Retz
judged might be more profitably delayed. His more
politic schemes, however, were greatly embarrassed by
those with whom he had to act, whose minds, unac-
customed to contemplate, like his, scenes of turbulence
and intrjrue, were afraid of the name of faction and
conspiracy ; and on thgt account very often did, rashly
and hastily, much more violent actions than his good
sense and calm calculating judgment would have per-
mitted, had he been listened to: he remarks upon
this state of things himself, that in a party it is more
difficult to agree with those who belong to it, than to
act againgt those who are opposed to it. It appears
cleag, however, that he himself went into the imprudent
step of holding some communication with the Spaniards,
which, had it transpired at the time it took place, would
undoubtedly have dissolved the faction which he used
such pains to form; and would have left him, very
nearly unsupported, to the just indignation of the court.
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So long as he relied solely upén his fellow-countrymen,
the multitude of serious evils and grievanc®s that then
existed always gave a reasonable motive for strong op~
position to those who wished to perpetuate them, 2
stepping-stone fos ambition to rise to its private object,
and a fair pretence Yor faction to pursue the gurposes
of party : but the least communion with the declared and
open enemies of the country poisoned the whole stream
of action, and at once stamped that as tmeason which
otherwise, though, very likely, deserving to be marked
as turbulence, might have passed current with many for
the pure gold of patriotism. However, as we have said,
the parliament hurried forward, followed exaction by
exaction, and grasped with one hand while it received
with the other. This is almost always the consequence
of forced concessions, whether just or unjust; and the
consequence again of this very effect i8 to produce in
the body yielding a rencwed spirit of resistance, which
generally ends in a serious concussion before the two
powers acting lose their impetus and sink again into
tranquillity.

After the first triumph of the parliament, that body
continued, as we have said, to exact, and the court in
its weakness to grant; till at length, losing patience,
the regent carried off the young king from Paris, and
left the factious citizens of the capital withouSany ex-
planation of her purposes,sor clear knowledge of the
extent of her power. The first hews of the evasion of
the court spread dismay amongst the Parisians and the
parliament: they knew not what measures the queen
was about to take ; they knew not on what forces she
had to rely, and imagination in the vagueness of un.
certainty magnified all the dangers of a strange and un-
expected position. For a short time every thing was
given up for lost, but De Retz found means to reani-
mate the sinking courage of the parliament, and drive
the most mederate members thereof with a rebound to
the other extreme. Decree after decree of the most
violent character was issued by that body, for the pur-
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pose of inducing the queen to return to Paris. De~
liberations %ere held in order to expel Mazarin from
the councils of the regent, by the revival of an old law,
which excluded all fortigners from holding any high
office in the state ; and De Retz worked incessantly to
detach from the court and bring ovér to the parliament
many of those persons whose real interests should have
attached thesn strongly to the royal cause. In the
mean time, the queen had caused Chavigni and several
other persons to be arrested ; but the vigorous measures
of the parliament, the absence of a large body of troops
on the frontiers of Flanders, the irresolution of the
duke of Orleans, and the defection of the prince de
Condé, obliged the queen and her ministers to make
concessions, and to briag back the king to Paris.

The fresh triumph which the parliament had gained of
course did not ttnd to weaken its demands ; but the va-
cation having succeeded, gave the court a moment of
tranquillity, which was soon to be succeeded by new
troubles. No sooner had the bodies composing the par-
liament re-assembled than their attacks upon the court
began again ; and after innumerable contestations, which
would be tedious to recapitulate, the queen once more
fled secretly to Saint Germain, and prepared by force
of arms to put a stop to the encroachments daily made
upon th& royal authority. The situation of all parties
was very critical ; for at that moment no onc could tell
who were friends and who were enemies. A great body
of the leading men of Francc were still in doubt
whether they should join the party of the parliament
or of the court ; and for some time before the departure
of the queen the most active intrigues had been going
on for the purpose of detaching different nobles of
great influence from their adherence to the regent, and
of bringing them over to the opposing faction. During
this time De Retz had of course not been inactive ; and
although his efforts had been vain to gain the great
Condé, he had made sure of that prince’s brother, to-
gether with the dukes of Bouillon, Longueville, Roche-
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foucault, Beaufort, Noirmoutier, Elbeuf,.and others,
together with the maréchal de la Mothe, and several
experienced officers. The sudden departure of the king,
however, in some degree took the malecontents by sur-
prise; and Condéshaving carried off with hinfhis brother,
the prince de Conti? of whom De Retz resolved,to make
the nominal heads of their party, had very nearly de-
ranged all his schemes, by depriving th® parliament
and the people of the countenance of a grince of the
blood royal.

A good deal of timidity marked the first proceedings
of the parliament, and various circumstances tended to
increase the apprehensions of the faction and the cou-
rage of the court. The duke of Longueville, instead
of coming direct from Normandy to Paris as he had
promised, turned aside to St. Germain ; the maré-
chal de la Mothe, who was personally %ttached to that
prince, seemed to hesitate ; the duke of Bouillon, who
was famous for extricating himself from difficulties,
began to consider whether the time for retreating from
a dangerous situation had not arrived ; and any new
misfortune would have dissipated the faction entirely,
especially after a lettre de cachet had been received by
the parliament exiling its members to Montargis. All
seemcd lost ; and had not Mazarin pursued the very
course which De Retz wished him to follow,&hc party
which the coadjutor hadeformed with so much care
would have been entirely at an end in four.and-twenty
hours. ‘The parliament, reduced to a state of terror
and uncertainty, endeavoured, by the means of persons
attached to its body, to ascertain what conditions the court
was willing to grant. The regent, supported by the
prince de Condé, replied in terms of unmisigated se-
verity, and the faction, driven to despair, resolved to
resist at all hazards. The prince de Conti soon after
made his escape from St. Germain, as well as the duke
de Longueville, and rejoined the party in Paris ; Roche-
foucault arrived soon after from the south, and the co-
adjutor saw himself ere long only embarrassed with
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the multitude of his great supporters, and the multitude
of their different claims and interests. A contest of
some importance took place between the duke d’Elbeuf
and the prince de Conti for the command of the army
which the Parisians were now raising for their defence ;
But this was at length settled by tge skill and perse-
verance of the coadjutor, though not without great dif-
ficulty and danger; and the war of Paris commenced
in form. Dt Retz, in his Memoirs, gives a series of
portraits, representing all the principal persons engaged
on both sides; full of wit and discrimination, though
touched with the spirit of party, and with the strong and
vehement prejudice, which was an extrordinary part in
his own character, and which led him to attribute to
those opposed to him ®not only actions which they had
never committed, but natural defects which they did
not possess. These portraits, however, afford too im-
portant a picture of his own mind to be omitted in the
history of his life.

“ The Queen,” he says, “ had more than any body
I ever knew, of that sort of wit which was requisite
not to appear foolish to those who did not know her:
she had more sharpness than haughtiness, more haugh-
tiness than dignity, more manner than matter, more
carelesz(iss of expense than liberality, more liberality than
interestedess, more interestedness than disinterested-
ness, more attachment thafi passion, more harshness
than pride, a memory more tenacious of injuries than
of benefits, more the intention of piety than piety itself,
more obstinacy than firmness, more of incapacity than
of all the rest I have named.

“The duke of Orleans had, with the exception of
courage, 8l that was necessary to make an honest man;
but as he had none of those qualities, without excep-
vion, that distinguish a great man, he found nothing in
himself which could supply or even sustain his weak-
ness. As that weakness reigned in his heart in the form
of fear, and in his mind in the form of irresolution, it

sprang, forth throngh the whole course of bis life. He
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entered into all great affairs, because he had not strength
to resist those who dragged him thereurfto for their
own interests ; but he never got out of them without
shame, because he had not the courage to carry them
through. This shadow deadened from hi# youth up-
wards all those gay®and lively colours in his charactes,
which would naturally have shone forth from a bright
and enlightened mind, from an amiable clfeerfulness of
disposition, from excellent intentions, fsom complete
disinterestedness, and from extraordinary easiness of
temper.

¢ The prince of Condé was born a general, which has
only happened to him, to Cemsar, and to Spinola: he
equalled the first, and surpassed the second. His in-
trepidity was one of the least #raits of his character.
Nature had made his mind as great as his heart: for-
tune by placing him in warlike times, has given full
scope to the second ; birth, or rather education in a
family attached and submissive to the government, gave
but too narrow limits to the first. No pains were taken
to inspire into him early those great and general max-
ims which produce and form the spirit of continuity,
and he had no time to seize them for himself, because
he has been pre-occupied ever since his youth by a
torrent of great affuirs, and by the habit of success.
This defect has caused him to do occasional é8ts of in-
Justice, though his soul is the least perverted in the
world. It is also the reason why with the heart of an
Alexander he has not been free from failings any more
than him ; why with great discernment he has fallen
into many acts of imprudence ; why with all the qua-
lities of Francis of Guise he has not served the state,
on various occasions, as he ought to have served it;
and with all those of Henry of Guise, he has not car-
ried faction to the point to which he might have
puehed it. He has not been able to use all his high
qualities: itis a defect, but it is a rare, and it is a
fine one.

““The duke of Longueville, together with the high.

»3
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name of Orlgans, possessed vivacity, profusion, libera-
lity, a sense of justice, courage and elevation; and yet
he never rose above mediocrity, because he had always
ideas which were infinitely above his capacity. With
capacity and great designs one is never reckoned worth
nothing,; when one does not act up®o them, one is not
reckoned worth much ; and it is this which produces
mediocrity. *

¢ The dul® de Beaufort had not even the conception of
great affairs : he had nothing but the intention thereof.
He had heard his faction of The Importants talk of such
things, and he had retained a little of their jargon ; and
that, with a number of expressions which he had copied
faithfully from madame de Vendéme, formed altoge-
ther a language whicl® would have disfigured the good
sense of Cato. His own understanding was narrow and
heavy, and the fore so, because it was obscured by pre-
sumption. He fancied himself dexterous, which made
him appear artificial, because one soon found out that
he had not enough talent for that purpose. He was
personally courageous, more than is usual with a
braggadocio, which he was in every thing without ex-
ception ; and never more falsely, than in matters of
gallantry. He spoke, he thought, like the mob, of
which he was the idol for some time.

“ Theaiuke d’Elbeuf was brave, solely, because it is
impossible for a prince of the house of Lorraine to be
otherwise. He had as much wit as a man can have who
possesses a great deal of art and very little good sense :
it was the most flowery nonsense in the world. He was
the first prince whose poverty ever degraded him ; and
perhaps never man in this world had less the art of
meking l#meelf pitied in his distress. Affluence did
not seem to elevate his character ; and if even he had
attained to wealth, it would have been envied him as &
partisan, so much did beggary seem natural to him.

¢¢ The duke de Bouillon was of tried courage, and of
profound sense. 1 am persuaded, by what I have seen of
his conduct, that the people did wrong to hié reputation
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when they decried it ; but I do not know that they did
not do too much honour to his abilities %in believing
him capable of all the great things which he did
not do. .

+ Monsieur de &'urenne possessed from hisyouth every
good quality, and Me acquired every great one at a vegy
early age. He wanted none but those of which he was
not aware. He had almost all the virtues by nature, but
he never had the glitter of any. People have believed
him more capable of being at the head of an army than
of a party, and I believe it also ; because he was not
naturally enterprising ; and yet who knows? He had
always, and in every thing, certain obscurities which
were never cleared up except in important moments ;
but then, they have always been cleared up to his
hotiour.

 Marshal la Mothe had a great dea? of courage ; he
was a general of the second class, but he was not a
man of much sense. He had much gentleness and easi-
ness in private life: he was very useless in a faction,
because he was very convenient.

“ I almost forgot the prince de Conti, which is a good
sign for the head of a party. I do not know that I can
better depict him to you than by saying, that this
head of a party was nothing but a cipher, which only
multiplied itself, becausz he was a prince of $he blood.
8o much for his public character. Touching his private
character, ill nature did for him, what irresolution did
for the duke of Orleans, —inundating all his other qua-
lities, which after all were but mediocre, and all strewn
with weaknesses.

¢ There has always been something incomprehensible
in the duke de Rochefoucault: he chose tosmingle in
intrigues from his very infency, and that at a time
when he did not feel at all those petty interests which
have never been his foible, and when he did not know
those great interests which, in another sense, have never
been his forte, He has never been found cepable of
any great affair, and I do not know why ; because he

D 4
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had qualities which, in any other man, would have
supplied the place of those which he had not. His
views were not sufficiently extensive, and he did not
even see, in one group, all that was within his sight :
but his good sense, extremely good insspeculative mat-
tgrs, joined to his gentleness, and shis insinuating and
easy milaners, which were admirable, ought to have
made up more than it did for his want of penetration.
He always djsplayed an habitual irresolution, but I do
not even know to what to attribute that irresolution ;
it could not proceed from the richness of his imagina-
, tion, which in him was any thirg but quick. I cannot
attribute it to weakness of judgment, because, although
that quality was not very remarkable in action, he ne-
vertheless had a great fund of good seuse., W.: see the
effects of this irresolution, though we do not know the
cause. He never showed Limself a great warrior, al-
though he was very much of a soldier. He has never
been of himself a good courtier, though he had every
inclipation in the world to be so. He has never been a
good party man, although he was all his life engaged in
factions. That air of bashfulness and timidity, which
he possesses in private life, was, in public, changed into
an air of apology. He always fancied that he had need
of one ; and that, joined to his maxims, which do not
display sgfficient faith in virtue, and to his practice,
which was always to get out of great affairs with as
much impatience as he had got in, makes me believe,
that he would have done better to have examined hime
self and reduced his ambition to pass, as he might well
have done, for the most polished courtier, and the most
worthy man in private life, who had appeared in his
century.” o
Such are some of the characters which De Retz
draws of the personages who flourished in the wars of
the Fronde ; and these very portraits themselves afford
no bad insight into the character of the man who drew
them. In comparing them with those which have been
left by Clarendon, of the men who figured in the bloody
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civil wars of England, we shall find, that they want that
clear and vigorows firmness, that regular frrangement,
and that accurate detail which distinguish the pictures
of the historian of the great rebellion. There is a
greater affectation of point, but there is mére vivacity,
‘more penetration, #nd occasionally a keen of dis-
crimination, which may surpass, in some re Cla-
rendon himself. At the same time, whil® the style of
the one was careful and precise, the styleof the other
was, like his life, lax, irregular, and often obscure.
With such materials for a civil war, with a weak
court, and a minister very ignors~¢ of the character of
the French people, events were hurried forward rapidly
in the course that Ne Retz desired. He himself raised
a regument for the service or the parliament, and in
eight days an army wa» organised sufficient, as it turned
out, to maintain Paris against all the f8rces of the king.
In the midst of these proneedings against the court,
however, De Retz took care to do one or two of thase
actions which, while they did not in any degree injure
the reputation he had gained with the people, were sure
to redound to e crediv after vards with all parties.
Henrietta, the unhapy.y queen of England, a pensioner
on ..'e bounty of the court of France, even before the
queen quitted Paris, had been so completely neglected
in the embarrassments of the state, that her $laughter,
afterwards duchess of O.ieans, had heen obliged to re-
main in bed during a whole day for the want of firing
to keep their apartments warm during the month of
January. De Retz, who was a witness to the fact, in-
stantly relieved her temporary distress ; and, after the
flight of the court to Saint Germain, he prevailed on the
parliament to send the exiled queen of Englamd 40,000
livres, adding to his speech upon the occasion many a se-
vere and biting invective against Mazarinand that French
council, who could suffer the daughter of their noblest
king to remain in a state of the lowest misery, in the
very palace under the roof of which she was born.
His indignation scems to have been sincere, and not
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assumed for the political purpose to which it contri
buted ; for,/long after, when Mazarin was dead, the
coadjutor continued to speak upon the subject in the
same spirit, adding the following keen and just observ-
ations :— ‘¢ We are horror-struck, imreading of base-
ness less monstrous than this; amd the little feéeling
which I have found excited in most «minds, by the re-
cital of thisact, has caused me to make a thousand
times this reflection, that men are, without comparison,
more affected by examples from the past than from their
own times. We accustom ourselves easily to all that
we see; and I believe I have sometimes said to you,
that I am not sure whether the consulate of the horse of
Caligula (had we witnessed it,) would have so much
surprised us as we new imagine that it would have
done.” .

‘The flight of"the queen had been so rapid, and her
precautions so few, that she had left the Bastille with-
out any other guard than four-and-twenty soldiers ; and
it was consequently taken within three days after
Paris was declared to be in a state of siege. The
ladies of the capital placed themselves in the neighbour-
ing gardens, to see the short cannonade that was kept
up upon that celebrated prison; and De Retz, who
was thoroughly acquainted with all the follies and
weaknes#s of his fellow-citizens, took care to employ
this spirit on the part of the fair dames of the capital,
in order to encourage and excite the enthusiasm of the
people and of the soldiery. All idea of danger or
difficulty was covered by & veil of laughter and raillery.
The disgraceful defeat of the regiment of De Retz him-
self, who was titular bishop of Corinth, was called
the first ef the Corinthians ; the killed died with a joke
upon their lips, and the wounded filled the hospitals
with epigrams. With the great body of the Parisians
and the Frondeurs, this proceeded from their national
character, and from natural lightness of disposition ;
but De Retz had, evidently, political views both in the
pieces of stage effect which he caused to be played off
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before the people of Paris, by the mirth a.nd careless.
ness which he encouraged amidst scenes of bloodshed
and anarchy, and by the profusion of satirical and
libellous pamphlets, songs, epigrams, and jests, concern-
ing Mazarin andethe queen, which under Mis direction
were daily poured forth upon the city of Pagjs.

In the first instance, the war seemed likely to assume
a more fierce and sanguinary character? the queen
declared that, as the Parisians were rebels, she would
treat them as such ; and a cornet of the coadjutor’s
regiment having been taken and carried to Saint Ger-
main, she ordered his head to be struck off as a traitor.
De Retz, however, having obtained information of the
fact, gave notice, that reprisals would be unceremo-
niously used ; and, as the coun®d’Olonne was at that
time a prisoner in the hands of the Parisians, the de-
capitation of the cornet was put off, #nd he was sub-
sequently exchanged for another who had been taken
by the Fronde. After that period, no such sangui-
nary thoughts were entertained, and, with wise for-
bearance, all parties restrained the effusion of blood
to the field where they met in arms. Nevertheless,
it must be admitted, that if ever the bloody laws
which have been framed for the species of crime
called high treason were justified in execution, such
was the caseat the presen. moment. Howevé® specious
were the pretences of the parliament, however great
were the errors of the court, it is an indisputable fact,
that every one who was levying war against the crown
was actuated by motives of private interest, and that
their insurrection was stamped as treason by the utter
selfishness of all concerned in it. Nor was this all ;
scarcely had the war begun, when one of the fiiet steps of
the insurgents was to call in the aid of Spain, at that
very moment at war with France; and, whilst the
parliament refused to admit a herald from the king, a
deputy from that hostile power was received with high
honour, and listened to, seated and covered, at the bar
of the house. To obtain the admission of this deputy
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had been a matter of no slight difficulty, and required
all De Retz’s powers of intrigue; and as he had to
play his part against his fellow insurgents, each of
whom regarded the other with suspicion, his manceuvres
‘were. rendesed the more complicatedy especially as he
feared fo give too great preponderfnce to the influence
of - the duke of Bouillon, whose interssts had long been
linked with that of Spain ; and who by the assistance
of Spanish tsoops might have rendered himself master
of the capital.

In the mean time, however, De Retz, eager to dis-
tinguish himself as a warrior, took pleasure in command-
ing the regiment he had raised; and an opportunity
soon occurred for all the Parisian generals to show
their feebleness and ¢ncapacity. The small town of
Charenton, which commanded the rivers Marne and
Seine, had been 3eized by the Parisians at the beginning
of the war ; and a strong garrison under the command
of the marquis de Clanleu seemed to sccure it against
attack. The importance of this post soon struck the
great Condé ; and he proceeded, with that skill and
decision for which he was famous, to make his dis-
positions for snatching it from the hands of the insur.
gents, The duke of Chatillon, with a chosen body of
troops, was ordered to attack Clanleu early in the
morningfwhile the prince of Condé himself, with a
small corps of observations occupied the heights of
8t. Mandé, in order to keep the Parisian forces in
check during the proceedings against Charenton. The
attack was commenced; and though Clanleu and his
troops defended themselves with the greatest bravery,
the former being killed after refusing quarter at the
last extremity, the royalist forces made themselves
masters of Charenton. In the mean while, 30,000 men,
headed by all the Parisian generals, and accompanied
by De Retz himself, armed and on horseback, pro.
ceeded to reconmoitre the position of Condé, but npt
liking the appearance of that general’s forces, they re-
treated to the gates of the city, without swri one
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stroke, either to relieve Charenton or to avgnge the fall
of the gallant officer they there lost.

The account of this burlesque expedition, as given by
the prince de Conti, the generalissimo on the occasion, is
too curious tobe othitted. *“ Having helda cowl¢ilof war,”
he said, addressing the parliament,  to know whegher we
should give battle® or not, it was resolved unanimously
not to do so, and not to hazard the livet of a great
number of infantry, composed of the burglfers of Paris,
who had gone out under arms, and whose courage and
resolution we cannot sufficiently praise — for fear of
making their wives and children cry! if we should
have met with the loss of some of them, which, indeed,
would have been inevitable.” If De Retz, however, did
not prove himself -a good generaf, never did man show
hirhself a more skilful politician in his management of
the parliament, and of the people who surrounded him.
This was especially displayed in the transactions with
Spain, to which we have just referred. Had De Retz, as
an individual, received the Spanish envoy, he would have
placed himself in a worse position with regard to the
court than any of the other leaders of the insurrection.
Had he suffered the duke of Bouillon, whose connection
with 8pain was already well known, to receive the envoy,
he would have given that prince a degree gf power
which never could have been snatched from hands
again: but by inducing tht parliament to receive the
messenger he implicated all parties in the same trans-
action ; and although no advantage was derived at the
time to the general cause of the insurgents, De Retz
thus opened for himself an opportunity of treating with
Spain whenever he liked, without incurring any in-
dividual responsibility. *

In a body composed, like that of the insurgents of
Paris, of a multitude of eager and selfish people, keen
and cunning in pursuit of their own private interests,
but not sufficiently clear-sighted to perceive the neces.
sity of often sacrificing their particular schemes to
the general security, it was of course a very difficult
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matter to igduce them to act in a united manner upon
any subject whatsoever. The whole life of De Retz at
this time was, in consequence, one series of efforts to
Iash on upon the path which he wished them to pursue
all the disc8ntented spirits which went straggling away
&t every, step in pursuit of their owfl objects. His most
difficult task, however, was with the parliament ; the
wiser and ore disinterested members of which were
labouring alfeady to bring about a reconciliation with
the court. Negotiations were opened and carried on
with a considerable degree of success, notwithstand-
ing all the efforts of the leaders of the faction to put a
stop to them ; but De Retz had at length recourse to a
plan he had followed often with success, and took
measures to raise up tRe people against the authority of
the parliament, not for the purpose of overthrowing
that body, but with a view to direct its movements
according to his own desires. The conferences between
the deputies from the parliament and the representatives
of the court were held at the little village of Ruel, and
every time the deputies returned, they were assailed by
the hissings and hootings of the people, were called
friends of Mazarin, and betrayers of the cause they
pretended to support. A report was industriously cir-
culated, that the leaders of the moderate party had sold
* themselfs to the regent ; and De Retz took care that
a faction should be excited¢in the parliament itself, to
embarrass all the negotiations with excessive demands,
frequent tergiversation, and language calculated rather
to irritate old grievances than to restore tranquillity.
Nevertheless the deputies, who had luckily been chosen
in the first instance on account of their probity, their
courage®and their wisdom, pursued their purpose with
firmness, and, step by step, advanced to an accommoda-
tion with the court. In order to preserve their influence
with the people, the generals of the insurgent army had
affected a great degree of disinterestedness, and publicly
declared, in all their speeches, that as soon as the par-
liament was satisfied, they, on their part, were ready to
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lay down their arms, having gained all that they desired ;
but when the deputies of the parliament found that to
their instigations were owing all the difficulties that
obstructed the negotiation, they took advantage of these
hypocritical speeches to drop all mention of the generals
in the conferences,’and to demand nothing frgm the
court for their interest or security. Frightened at
these demonstrations, the greater part of tfle insurrec-
tionary leaders infagined that they were®about to be
made the sacrifice ; and, assuming a menacing attitude
towards all parties, they fortified themselves in a strong
position, threatening to call the Spaniards to their assist-
ance, and to set the regent and the capitul at de-
fiance. In the mean time, the treaty between the court
and the parliament had been catried to an advanced
point ; and both the queen's council and the deputies
became alarmed at the demonstrations of the people and
the generals. In the parliament itself a majority was
obtained, for revoking the powers which had been
granted to the deputies ; and not a moment was to be
lost by those whose purpose was to restore peace to
the country. Under these circumstances, after a long
and animated discussion, in which the deputies from
the parliament showed a degrec of courage and dis-
interestedness, which but too few exhibited through
the whole course of the procecdings, a treaty o peace
was signed at Ruel, by whi¢h the parliament obtained
very little, except a general amnesty, and sacrificed a
great deal.  'This treaty was signed by Mazarin himself;
and the fact of the deputies having treated with that
obnoxious minister rendered the majority of the par-
liament and the leaders of the Fronde but the more
farious against those who had conducted the Regotia-
tion.

The president Mol¢ and the rest of the deputies pre-
sented themselves on the 13th of March, 1649, before
the other members of the' parliament, in order to give
an account of the negotiation which they had just
terminated, and a scene of confusion and tumult en-
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sued, such gs Paris had seldom witnessed. The courts
of justice were invaded by the populace ; the two parties
raged furiously in the parliament itself; and while the
different members expressed their determination to-dis-
avow the alt of the deputation, the people clamoured
Jeudly for the blood of those who,%they said, had sold
their country to Mazarin. De Retz would lead one to
believe that’ he was guiltless of the tumult which took
place on thifvoccasion; but his own account suffers to
appear a number of manceuvres which do not leave him
by any means blameless. It was one of- his favourite
axioms, however, that ¢ a civil war is one of those
complicated diseases, in which the remedies given for
the cure of one symptom very often aggravate three or
four others.” 1t is wonderful how often we shelter
ourselves from the responsibility of our actions under
any general maxim which affords us an excuse for
believing that the evil result was more our misfortune
than our fault, The scene which took place when the
deputies made their report may be as well recapitulated,
nearly in the words of De Retz himself ; especially as
this is amongst one of the most interesting and agitated
periods of his life, displaying, in the most prominent
point of view, that prompt and ready genius for scizing
upon all opportunities, parrying all blows, and, by the
mlghtyﬂmastery of mind, changing the evxls of any
position into advantages, which constitutes his historical
title to the name of statesman.

Before the deputies entered to give an account of
their proceedings the parliament had been, consider-
ably agitated, both by natural expectation and by the
rumours and insinuations which the legders of the
faction *had not scrupled to throw out for that pur-
pose. De Retz and his friends had arranged the
whole plan of their proceedings the night before; but
some fresh information which had reached the duke
d’Elbeuf had exasperated him to such a pitch that,
forgetting all previous determinations, he instantly as-
sailed the first president by a demand, couched in rude
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lsnguage, as to whether he had dared to forget the
interests of the generals in the conferences at Ruel,
The: president heard him calmly, and, as his only reply,
was about to read the report of all that had taken

He was nof suffered, however, to proceed ; for no
sooner had he mentiched the word peace, than hia voice*
was overwhelmed by a confused noise, the whole com-
pany crying out, that there was no peace; that the
powers of the deputies had been revoked ; tHat they had
abandoned shamefully both the generals and those mem-
bers of the parliament who had joined in the decree of
union. As soon as his voice could be heard, the prince
of Conti expressed in 2 mild tone, which was but the
more likely to irritate his hearers, the astonishment he
felt, that the deputies should hav® concluded a treaty
without himself and the other generals. The president
Mplé replied, that the generals had always protested
they had no other interests than that of the parliament;
and, morcover, that they might have sent deputies them.
selves to the conference if they had liked. To this
reasonable answer the duke of Bouillon replied by one
of those vague but irritating announcements which,
without bearing in the slightest degree upon the argu-
ment, exasperate the partisans of the speaker, by giving
an exaggerated idea of his own conviction ugon the
subject. ¢ Since the deputies,” hesaid, ‘ had%greed
that Mazarin should remain® prime minister, the only
favour he had to demand of the parliament was to obtain
for him a passport, for the purpose of enabling him to quit
the country in security.” Mole endeavoured to show him
that his individual interests had been taken care of ; but
he, with that interested affectation of disinterestedness
which so strongly dharacterised his party, declar®d that
be would in no degree separate himself from the other
generals. Thereupon the noise and confusion recom.
menced with tenfold violence. The president De Mes-
mes, overwhelmed with invectives for having suffered
Mazarin to sign the treaty, trembled like an aspen leaf ;
the duke of Beaufort and marshal de la Mothe grew

VoL, IiL E
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excited by, the tumult, and were carried beyond all the
molut.nons which they had formed ; and the first, put~
tlng his hand upon his sword, vowed with a bombastic
air, that it should never be drawn for Mazarm ¢ Thus,”
says De Retz,  you see that I was *right, when I said
«to mopsieur de Bouillon, that, in the agitation of men’s
minds on the return of the deputiess we should not be
able to anwer for any thing, from one quarter of an
hour to andther. I ought to have added, that we should
not be able to answer for ourselves.”

The president de Coigneux then rose to propose that
the deputies should be sent back again to secure the
interest of the generals and to amend some of the arti-
cles of the treaty, and the president de Belliévre stood up
to second him; but #either the one nor the other could
make themselvcs heard, in consequence of a fresh tumult
in the outer hill, the noise of which made itself heard
in the chamber where the parliament was assembled. At
that moment, the usher who kept the doors entered, pale
and trembling, and announced that the crowd demanded
to see the duke de Beaufort, who went forth, harangued
the people, and contrived to pacify them for the time.
No sooner had he returned, however, than the tumult
recommenced, and the president De Novion having
gone out to see what was the matter, was instantly en-
countesed by Du Boisle, a ruined advocate, who ad-
vanced upon him at theshead of a crowd of people,
armed for the most part with poniards. Du Boisle,
marching up to De Novion, demanded the treaty
of peace, in order, he said, to have the signature of
Mazarin burnt in the Place de Gréve by the hands
of the common executioner. He further demanded,
that ifsthe deputies had signed the peace with their own
consent, they should be hanged ; and that if they had
been forced to do so, their act should be disavowed.

The president De Novion, though a good deal embar-
rassed, contrived to extricate himself from the difficulty
in which he was plunged with some degree of dexterity ;
representing to Du Boisle, that they could not burn the
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signature of Mazarin without burning that of the duke
of Orleans also, who was in some degree a favourite of
the people, but that they were upon the very point of
sending back the deputies to have the treaty amended.
He was thus enabléd to escape from the popllace, and
return to the hall 8f the parliament: but still the*
tumault continued ; and nothing was heard but shouts and
imprecations, while every moment it was to be appre-
hended that the dodrs would be forced opeh, and the
deputies murdered in the midst of the hall. ¢ The
first president,” says De Retz, “ showed a most extra
ordinary degree of intrepidity. Although he saw him-
gelf the object of all the popular fury, one could not
perceive the slightest change on his countenance, which
displayed nothing but unshaken ®firmness and almost
supernatural presence of mind; which is something
even greater than firmness itself. He counted the
votes with the same tranquillity which he would have
done on any ordinary occasion ; he pronounced in the
same tone the decree formed upon the proposal of the
presidents De Coigneux and Belliévre, which decree
declared that the deputies should return to Ruel to treat
farther concerning the pretensions and interests of the
generals, and all athers attached to the faction ; and should
insure that cardinal Mazarin should not sign the treaty
about to be made upon this head, as well as uPon all
others which should be again®subjected to negotiation,”
The parliament had now sat from seven in the morn-
ing till five in the afternoon, and the tumult instead of
diminishing was increasing every moment; but no sooner
was the decree pronounced than Mol¢ the president
rose and quitted the chair, preparing to break up the
assembly for that day. No one of any party wiilin the
hall could conceal from themselves that the life of the
president, and that of every one who had signed the treaty
of peace, was in imminent danger from the fury of the
enraged populace without ; and even those who were most
opposed to him in political opinions, struck with the
magnanimity which he displayed in such trying circum-
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stances, hyrried forward to prevent his issuing forth
into the great hall, which was crowded with people
thirsting for his blood. De Retz and several ethers
besought him to go out by one of the side doors, and
thus avoid encountering the multitudé, But he replied,
¢ The court never conceals itself ; "and if I were certain
-of perishing, I would never commiteso base an actlon,
which, moreover, would serve no purpose but to give
greater boMness to the seditious. * They would soon
find me in my house if they believed that I feared them
here.”

De Retz besought him at all events to wait till he
had endeavoured to calm the people ; but, justly imagin-
ing that the tumult was in a great degree owing to the
insinuations of the ®adjutor, he replied, with a con-
temptuous smile, ¢ Well, my good lord, well ! ! Pray
give them thé word.” De Retz then went forth ; and
after having for some time harangued the people on the
necessity of order and tranquillity, he came back,
hoping that a free passage would be opened for the
parliament, which now began to move forth in proces.
sion, with the president at its head. A thousand acts
of violence, however, took place, which had nearly ended
in bloodshed. One- of the mob aimed a gun at the
head of the duke de Bouillon, taking him for Mazarin;
and amdther applied a pistol to the temples of the first
president. Molé, howevet, did not even bend his head,
but looking the man in the face, said calmly, W’hen
you have killed me, I shall want nothing but six feet of
earth,” and walked on with the same slow but firm
step as before. His intrepidity overawed the people,
and they suffered ‘him to pass; while De Retz and his
compzsions certainly did all that they could to allay the
tumult they had contributed to occasion. It is true, as
we have before said, that the coadjutor denies having had
any share therein, and declares that the president sus-
pected him falsely ; but in describing the events of the
very morning in which these occurrences took place, he
acknowledges that he had taken pains to disseminate
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mongst the people all the most odious articles of the
treaty of peace, and all the circumstances confiected with
the signature of cardinal Mazarin.

The tumult of that morning, however, lnvmg ceased,
the two or three days that immediatelp followed
were passed in gremt trnnqmlhty, and the depatieg,
returned to the court in order to reform the”treaty
which had been so lately signed. In the mean while
the generals and leaders of the Fronde thersselves were
in a state of much agitation and difficulty regarding the
steps they ought to pursue. De Retz was of opinion,
that while they had the parliament so completely at
their command, and the people both of the capital and
of the provinces showed themselves disposed to support
them in any measures, howeves daring, they should
demand of the court a general treaty of pacification, in
which Spain itself should be included$ and it is not
by any means improbable that this bold measure would
have been successful, had it been adopted when first
proposed. The duke of Bonillon, however, and various
other members of the Fronde hesitated, till it was too
late ; and when about to put it in execution received
the disastrous intelligence that the army of Turenne,
which was supposed to be advancing to support the
party of the Fronde, had abandoned their leader as a
single man, and gone over to the court. Ffje whole
faction, however, was by this time deeply implicated
with Spain; and a new Spanish envoy, Don Gabriel
of Toledo, intrusted with much higher powers than the
former, resided habitually amongst them, and was present
at almost all their conferences.

The differences of opinion which existed between
De Retz and his colleagues were now very great,; and it
became evident that the scramble for seeurity or advan-
tages, which always takes place on the breaking up of a
faction, was now beginning in the party of the Fronde ;
so that De Retz, whose principal view was to maintain
his power, by keeping the party united, had no very
essy part to play. His embarrassment was greatly in-

s 3
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-
cressed by a letter which he received from two of his
agents at the court of the Spanish archduke, By this he
percelved that either by money, promises, or civilities,
his two apents had been completely gained over to the
Spanish interests ; and while theyelaboured hard in
<their despatch to show him, that e was wrong in look-
ing upon the Spanish court with anydegree of suspicion,
they informed him that the Spanish army was actually
advancing gowards Paris. The picture which he gives
of the state of his party at this moment is interesting,
though, of course, some allowance must be made for
prejudice. ¢ On looking round me, T beheld,” he says,
¢ the parliament less disposed than ever to engage in
war, on account of the desertion of the army of Tu-
renne: I saw the deputies at Ruel rendered bolder
than at first, by the success of their prevarication: I
saw the peopk of Paris as well disposed to bring in
the archduke as they would have been to receive the
duke of Orleans: 1 saw that that foreign prince, with
his chaplet alwayg in his hand, and Fuensaldaiies with
his money, wouls in eight days have more power in
the capital than the whole of us: I saw that the latter,
who was one of the most skilful men in the world, had
as completely got Noirmoutier and Laigues under his
thumb as if he had enchanted them ; and I saw that
the dyj. de Bouillon had fallen back upon his old
proposition of carrying ev¢ry thing into extremities: 1
saw that the court, which believed itself certain of the
parliament, was driving on our generals, by the con-
tempt in which it again began to hold them: I saw that
all these causes were leading us to a popular sedition,
which would strangle the parliament, which would
bring the Spaniards into the Louvre, which would per-
haps overthrow the state; and I saw, above all, that
the influence which I possessed with the people, both
on the duke de Beaufort’s account and on my own, as
well as the names of Noirmoutier and Laigues, would
gain for me the sad and fatal honour of all these
famous exploits, — in the midst of which, the first
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care of the squnt Fuensaldafies would be to crush me
mydf »
Under these difficult cxrcumstances, De Ret.z eoncuved
& plan equally bold, brilliant, and extnordmsry, for
saving the state, himeelf, and the faction ;which he
headed ; and he was, confirmed in pursuing * this plan,
by the opinion of his father, who had long assunted the’
cowl, and was now for the first time consulted by his
son. This plan was first, in the transactighs likely to
ensue, to act the double part of doing all that he could in
reality to put an end to the civil war, even though Mazarin
should remain in power, but apparently to oppose the
very measures for which he was labouring ; and secondly
to refuse all treaty with the cardinal and every share
in the general amnesty which hg proposed to gain for
others. His motives in this affair were any thing but
disinterested. He saw that the establishment of the
Spanish power in Paris would be his own ruin ; and he
equally perceived that if he joined the party which was
making peace with the court he would lose his influence
with the people, and consequently his'consideration with
all men, and he therefore formed his determination as
much with a view to his own advantage as to the safety
of the country. The only matter to be examined, it
would scem, was, how far the result would be dangerous
to himself ; but in this respect he was soonesatisfied,
both by his own reflections and by the approbation of
his father, Knowing Mazarin as he did, he was sure
* that the timidity of that minister would lead him
rather to court the man he feared than to enter into a
struggle with him without absolute necessity ; and the
great accession of influence which he would himself
gain, by holding out in favour of popular views when
so many other persons abandoned them, would be greatly
increased by the apparent, though unreal, risk which
be encountered. Upon such reflections he even formed
one of those brilliant political maxims with which his
writings abound ; asserting that * every thing which
B4
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ﬁ;pem hazardous, without really being o, is almost
always prudent.” . .
. *4The wrtuous path of party intrigue, however, is,so
narrow and confined, that at every moment an enemy
or a friend may thyow in our way sqne small obstacle
which, in a more open road, would be easily overleaped
‘or passed by, but which there proves very neatly insur.
mountable.,. De Retz himself had suffered to appear
before’ Don, fabriel de Toledo congiderable disinclin-
ation t¢ Spanish interference ; and on his very next
meeting with the leaders of the Fronde, he found that
the envoy had employed very efficucious means of gain-
ing over all voices in opposition to his views. He
evinced, however, so strongly tc the duke de Bouillon
that it was his determjnation to oppose the schemes of
the Spaniards, that that nobleman perceived that it
would be in vgin to press forward that plan to which
he was really the most inclined. The only thing that re-
mained for the duke to do, then, was to make his peace
with the court ; and as this very well coincided with the
purposes of the cdbdjutor, De Retz promised to aid him
to the utmost of his power. Kvery one now acted for
himself, and struggled for what he could obtain: the
negotiations with the court continued; but the sub-
tlety of Mazarin was a full match for the interested
cunnin&ef the generals, and they obtained very little,
except a general amnesty and vague promises of coms
pensation. De Retz alone refused to enter into the
arrangements that had been made for the others, and, *
as he had proposed, maintained his popularity in Paris,
while he contributed, to the utmost of his power, to the
general pacification.

Every one whose authority is founded on so petty a
thing a8 intrigue, or on so sandy a basis as popularity,
must have' frequent recourse to miserable artifice and
degrading ‘duplicity to patch up the lath and plaster
edifice of his power, De Retz affected to hold no
terms with Mazarin; and when he went, on the conclu«
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sion of the pence,’ t&vmfthe qneen-regent,he addressed,
her. for some ,moments- i’ a prepared speefh, without
taking the slightest notice of the cardinal, who stood -
upon. her, right hand. We find, hoWever, though «hé
does not PhimSelfcacknowledge thevfact, that he had
afterwards a long private interview with the. minister,
and negotiated with him the arrangements to h. made
ou the return of the king to Paris. At the safe’¥ime

he showed himself'sthe yatron of all those whq,,hbe!led
Mazarin and insulted the royal authority; and more
than one mean and discreditable act was proved against
him, which might well bave opened the eyes of the
Parisians : but, a4 e suys b, f, < there are periods
when cer.vin people are alwars i the right ;” and the
cout re*~ned t. Varis, by his .neans, without the loss
of any pa~+ o his influence with the people.

The tust steps of Mazarin tended % alienate the
prince de Condé; and De Rets, with the Frondeurs,
eagerly embraced the opportun.., of soliciting his co-
operation. For a tine Cond¢ hesitatgd ; and De Retz
and his party iaboured anxionsly 1o Lring over to their
declining faction him wh.  arm  .d supported their
enemy. All the: rany mnens for overthrowing Mazarin
and forming a new ministry were made in secrct ; but
Condé coulld not yet pr vail upou lumeelf o draw his
sword aguinst the court, #1d he oua after €+ad means
of accommodating his differge~c « with the cardinal. In
the mean while De Retz porzeived w.u. alarm that his
‘influence was declining, both with the parliament and
the people. The sweete of tranquillity were felt, and
the discoraforts of c¢ivil war not yet forgotten; but
causes of complaint were soon found. The meon
destined to the payment of the fundholdersqof the
Hotel de Ville was diverted to other purposes. Their
complaints became serious ; they met in large bodies ;
chose syndics to advocate their rights ; and a person of
the name of Joly distinguished himself by his clamours
against the court, and the seditious violence with which
he pursued a just claim, This was foundation quite suffi-
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¢ient for the Frondeurs once miore 0 raise‘up that fabric
of popular*influence which weariness of strife had cast
. down ; the clamours of the fundholders were aggra-
vated by the instigations of the Fronde ; Joly, if not
originally an agentsof De Retz, soor became*so. The
,populwe were excited to take part with the injured ;
and a*plan was devised of turning,the indignation of
the people directly against Mazarin. Although we may
believe, frogy the characters of thestwo men to whom
the disgrace of the transaction is attached, that the
original conception of the scheme now adopted rests with
Joly rather than De Retz, there can be no doubt:that the
latter aided with all his powers of intrigue and artifice
in the manceuvres which we are about to detail. The
wrath of the court agpinst the murmuring fundholders
was represented to the people of Paris as having reached
a point of maMgnity which nothing but acts of violence
could satisfy ; and the discovery, that two or three
pensioned spies of Mazarin frequented their assemblies,
added to the popular indignation. The people were
easily persuaded that the minister was upon the eve
of some base or criminal act; and at length, when the
minds of all men were excited to that pitch of irritation
when willing credit is given to any thing against an
adversary however absurd, a piece of mummery was
played A%, which had, for a moment, the desired effect.
It was determined to enagt a false attempt to assassinate
the syndic Joly in the streets of Paris. His pour-
point, placed upon a log of wood, was fired at by a cele.
brated shot called Estainville, who wounded the passive
garment in the arm. On the following morning, all
their plans being arranged, and Joly having effected
duringthe night a slight wound in his arm with a
pistol flint, proceeded through the streets of Paris in
his carriage, which passed on by a preconcerted route.
At length, in the Rue des Bernardins, he saw his
confederate Estainville, and, giving him a sign, sank
down into the bottom of his carriage. Estainville
immediately fired, and with admirable precision hit the
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panel exactly where the arm of Joly would have
rested. Loud cries were immediately raised®; a crowd
assembled in a moment ; and, while Estainville quietly
slipped away, Joly was carried to the house of a
surgeon, who dressed his factitious wound, and put the
seal of medical ignorance upon the imposture. The,
rumour spread thrqugh the town, that an attemft had
been made to assassinate one of the syndics ; the par-
liament was agitated by the report, and Dg Retz was
upon the point of employing all his art to work the
affuir up into one of great magnitude, when either the
over-zeal of a real but foolish friend, or the skilful con-
trivance of a cunning enemy, got up a farce in op-
position to his own, and left the affair of Joly with
nothing but ridicule for its results

In the midst of the tumultuous proceedings which
were taking place in the parliament, @ wild-headed
officer of the name of La Boulaie, who had served
the parliament faithfully in the siege of Paris, rushed
into the great hall, and endeavoured to excite the
people and the courts themselves to take arms, dew
claring that the attempt upon Joly was merely the
first act of a general massacre, and that the next
vietims would be De Retz and the duke de Beau-
fort. The coadjutor and his friends saw that this
was carrying the matter a great deal too farpgnd the
attempt of La Boulaie wag immediately put down;
but the cold water which De Retz and his companions
were obliged to throw upon the too fierce flames of
La Boulaie served, of course, to extinguish the fire
which they themselves had endeavoured to light. In-
stead of taking up the cause of the wounded syhdic
warmly, the parliament began its measures in ti¢ calm
spirit of investigation, which promised to lay open all
the facts ; and the prevot des Marchands proceeded in
the afternoon to assure the queen of the fidelity and at-
tachment of the city. All this was unfavourable enough;
but whether La Boulaie was, as De Retz suspected,
really a hired agent of Magarin, or merely a rash and
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intemperate adversary of the court, his conduct during
the subseduent evening did more ‘serious injury to the
leaders of the Fronde than all the power of their ad-
versaries could effect. Gathering together & few horse«
men he paraded the streets, and, ere might, by the aid of
Jdrunken carters and vagrant betchers, contrived to
create* a sedition in the Place Dauphine and on the
Pont Neuf. Mazarin took advantage of these circum-
stances togpersuade the prince de, Condé, whose re-
conciliation with the court was but frail, that the
Frondeurs had laid a plot against his life, and, after
much remonstrance, the prince was induced to send his
empty carriages home, in order to ascertain what were
really the intentions of the mob. The rest has ever
been, and probably eger will remain, a mystery ; but it
is certain that the carriage of Cond¢ was attacked, and
one of his semants wounded by a pistol-shot, and that
he remained firmly persuaded that De Retz and the
duke of Beaufort had laid a plan for taking his life.
The most reasonable of all the many suppositions upon
this subject is that which assigns to Mazarin the con-
duct of the whole affair, supposing that his view was to
create an irreconcilable quarrel between Condé and the
leaders of the Fronde, seeing, as he did, that the ex-
actions of the prince would know no bounds, so long as
he bhagethat strong party to fall back upon in case of
a rupture with the court. ,.

Had Mazarin pursued the advantage which he thus
gained with energy and courage, he would undoubtedly
have put an end to the faction which more than shared the
~oyal authority in Paris; but what he effected by skill he
losw sither by mildness or irresolution. During that night,
and the following morning indeed, he contrived so
generally to possess the people of Paris with the idea
that De Retz and Beaufort had attempted to assassinate
Condé, that on their appearance in the streets the
following morning the people looked cold upon them,
their firmest supporters shrunk from their society, and
their less courageous friends advised them by all means
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to fly. De Retz, however, was not a man to be terrified
into so unwise a step. He knew his own iffhocence of
the crime whereof he was accused; he calculated a
good deal upon the timidity of Mazarin, more upon
gaining time, andemuch upon his own powers of in-
trigue. Instead of flying he proceeded, attended by g
single servant, to the dwelling of the prince de Condé ;
and, as if perfectly unconscious of any charge against
him, gave out thas he was come to congmtulate the’
prince on his escape. The prince, however, on his first
visit was absent, and on a second refused to see him ;
but the duke of Beaufort, who by his advice followed
the same course, was more fortunate, and carried
through the scene with Condé in a manner which
surprised all who knew him. .

Mazarin in the mean time let the favourable op-
portunity slip, and while Cond¢ carried®his complaint
before the parliament, and publicly accused De Retz
and Beaufort of the attempt upon his life, those
leaders set every engine to work for the purpose
of rousing up the faction, which had fallen intv a state
of apathy so dangerous to its chiefs. At length the
matter was brought formally before the parliament ; and
the friends of De Retz, finding that public opinion was
beginning to change, proposed a general insurrection as
the speediest and most effectual means of oppofteg their
enemies : but wisely remempering that failure in such
circumstance would be utter ruin, the coadjutor de-
termined to pursue a course directly the reverse of that
proposed, namely to affect the most profound submission
to the law, and — while he gave time for the stream of
popular affection to turn fully in his favour without
risking any thing, by attempting to take advantage of it
ere its reflax was decided —to oppose the first steps of
his adversaries by the boldness of innocence alone. It
was thus resolved, that he and the duke of Beaufort
should the next day take their seats in the parliament
separately, he only accompanied by his almoner, and
the duke by a single squire.



62 POREIGN STATBEMEN. -

This was perhaps the most critical moment of
De Retz’s fife ; for both he himself and all his friends
entertained no slight fears that his life might be taken
in the event of a tumult, while he remained un-
accompanted by any friends, in the midst of his
£nemies ; and yet it was absolutdly necessary for him
to do so in order to avert the storm which menaced
himeelf and his whole party. He executed the difficult
task with infinite skill, making a shurt and simple, but
powerful, declaration of his entire submission to the
parliament, although he might have refused to acknow-
ledge its jurisdiction. In the course of the proceedings
he seized upon every indiscreet word of his opponents ;
he commented with bitter severity upon the witnesses
brought agunst him, who were all notorious felons ; he
excited the scorn of the court by his contemptuous re-
capitulation of their names, Canto, Pichon, Sociande,
La Commette, Macassar, and Gorgibus, and then show-
ing that they had been furnished with letters patent
from the regent, to insure them immunity for any
thing they might say or do in the assemblies where
they were sent to act the part of spies; he held up to
the horror and detestation of the Parisians the base
system which employed such men for such purposes,
calling them the patent witnesses of the crown, and
launchin® forth into a fine and eloquent tirade on the
infamy of employing the myyal name in such nefarious
transactions. His speech produced an extraordinary
effect ; and when ordered to quit the hall, as an accused
person who could not of course deliberate in his own
cause, he found that his party was strong enough to
justify him in demanding that Condé also should be
excludgd. He did not, it is true, préss this demand,
but the very application tended to raise him and depress
Condé in the eyes of the multitude. The princes had
come to the parliament attended by nearly a thousand
gentlemen, and the coadjutor and duke of Beaufort had
appeared with but one follower each ; but when they
quitted the hall the shouts of the mulmude in favour of
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the duke and De Retz, taught the court that Lhe faction
of the Fronde was not so completely at an end as had
been supposed. - " - .

As the two popular deaders, Mowever, were obliged
daily to meet theif adversaries in the outer %hall, from
which the lower ord®s were excluded, it became Jecess
sary to obtain suppert, in case of need, from persons of a
higher grade than those which gratulated them on the
steps of the courty and De Retz easily procured the
attendance of 300 or 400 men of noble birth, who
after the first morning accompanied him daily to the
scene of contest, and enabled him to make head against
the prince himself. Every one went armed to the par-
liament ; every one was ready to shed his own blood or
that of others in the cause of mem they in reality cared
little about ; and while the accused pressea forward their
trial, and the court did all that they coufd to retard it,
in.order to find some means of condemning them, a
single rash word or act might at any time have deluged
Paris in gore.

Though such was the stream of public events
as it appeared upon the surface, there was now an
under-current setting a different way, and leading to
the direct reverse of all those results which might have
been anticipated. In the first acts of this drama the
court had been seen supporting Condé in purf:mg the
destruction of the Frondeurs; and Mazarin, with the
wily policy which distinguished him, supported the
prince in every act which could. make the breach
between him and the faction wider and more irre.
concilable. Whichever succeeded, the person injured
was an enemy of the minister; and Mazarin saw success
on both sides. Bt as the time passed on, the insokence of
Condé became insufferable. He not only maltreated the
cardinal and exacted daily new concessions of the most
painful kind, but he boldly and openly insulted the queen-
regent, and, with his brother, the prince de Conti and
his sister’s husband, the duc de Longueville, assumed the
tone of masters of the state, and formed a party, which



64 . PORBIGN STATMMEN,

_ was ealled in derision les petite gnaftres. He fancied,
and with jlstice, that both the court and the Frondeurs

" feared him ; but he believed thag febr te be much more’
potent than it really was, and, use the words of the
duchess of Nemours,  he continued, a#cording to custoiia,
tp outrage the queen, to insult the dardinal, and to drive
the Frondeursto desperation.” The duchessof Chevreuse,
however, who had lived long in Flanders, and was not
infected with the same awe of Condd which possessed
all the inhabitants of Paris, ventured to advise the
queen to call to her aid the leaders of the Fronde, with

. whom the prince was now at mortal varjance, and
endeavour to lower his pride and punish his audacity.
For some time Anne of Austria hesitated ; but at length
an insupportable insuld, received from one of the crea-
tures of the prince, fixed her resolution : and that very
evening, the Tst of January, 1650, she despatched a
note to De Retz, by the hands of the duchess, begging
him to come privately to the palace on the following
night. De Retz immediately complied ; and, casting
aside his archiepiscopal robes, he assumed the habit of
one of the gay cavaliers of the court, and was introduced
to the private chapel of the queen, where he held a
long conference with her and Mazarin. Several others
ensued, in which were arranged the measures to be
pursueds&sainst Condé; and the united skill and cun-
ning of the cardinal prink minister and the leader
of the turbulent Parisians were put forth both to engage
the duke of Orleans in the proceedings which they
contemplated, and to conceal from Condé their designs
against him.

In the mean time the trial of De Retz and the
duke of, Beaufort proceeded very slowly in spite of all
their efforts to hasten it on; and Mazarin displayed so
much hesitation and irresolution in taking the steps
against the prince even after they were determined upon
that De Retz seems to have entertained a suspicion, that
the cardinal was not without hope the two factions of
his enemies, meeting daily in the courts, might at length
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come to blows, and putually exterminate each other.
At length, however, while the proceedingsswere still
going on in parligmant, the princes of Cond¢ and Conti,
and the dukeiof Longuetille, were arrested at the palace ;
and so completely had Condé been made dupe of
Mazarin’s artifices, that he was conveyed to Vincennes
by a body of troops acting under an order written by®
his own hand. Cohsternation seized the whole party
of Cond¢ ; his wife was ordered to retire to Chantilly,
the duchess of Longueville fled to Normandy and thence
to Flanders ; and the power of Mazarin was increased in
an extraordinary degree by an act which he had only
dared to commit under the sanction of several of his
most determined personal enemies.

In the mean time the people lighted bonfires to
celebrate the imprisonment of Tondé who had de-
feated them, and Conti who had led jthem to de-
feat. The parliament made no hesitation in pronounc-
ing the coadjutor and the duke of Beaufort innocent
of the crime laid to their charge; and Mazarin, be-
coming daily more proud of his success, which was
followed by still greater, led the king first into Nor-
-mandy, and then into Burgundy, which had shown
some symptoms of revolt on the arrest of the princes.
All was speedily tranquillised in those parts of the king-
dom; and had Mazarin pursued the same gnergetic
measures towards Guienne, a long, though no? very
sanguinary, civil war might Bave been spared to France.
He suffered, however, a party in favour of the prince
de Condé, which had been formed in Bordeaux by the
haughty and despotic conduct of the duke of Epernon;
governor of the province, and had been nourished by a
great many services rendered by the prince to the
Bordelais, to increase and strengthen itself, while the
dukes of Rochefoucault and Bouillon raised troops, and
having brought the young princess of Condé to the
south, began to levy war against the king in favour of
the imprisoned princes.

The progress of events in Guienne we shall not

VoL, IIL ¥
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pause to trace, except inasmuch as they affected the
interests of De Retz. The great object of that prelate
now became to secure for himself the hat of a cardinal ;
and though he endeavoured to conceal as far as possible
this purpose, yet it was sufficiently gpparent to Mazarin,
The hat was to be obtained with ease by the minister,
<for whomsoever he chose to demand it: but he was well
pleased to keep the factious prelate, whom he had gained
over for the time, in long expectation of the dignity
he coveted’; in order both to prevent his acting any
more against the court, and by showing him to the
people in close co-operation with a minister whom they
hated, to destroy his popularity, and thus cut off the
sole source of his power in the state. On the other
hand, De Retz was not sorry to see Mazarin neglect
the troubles of Guienhe, feeling very sure that the fire
would soon spread to Paris, and that he should once
more be in his element of political intrigue. He soon
learned that the friendship of the cardinal was not
to be counted upon ; and divining at once his purpose
to keep him in suspense, he determined to wring from
his apprehensions what he could not gain from his
gratitude. No sooner, then, had the minister, with the
royal family, proceeded to carry on the war in the
south, than De Retz attached himself closely to the
duke of, Orleans, who was always doubted and feared
by tH® cardinal. Scenes of artful intrigue now took
place upon all sides, which it would be troublesome to
follow ; but in the course thereof De Retz was ap.
pointed by the court one of the ambassadors extraor.
dinary, to treat with Spain upon the subject of a general
pacification. The hope of that result, however, having
passed away, the coadjutor returned to his efforts for
the pfirpose of retaining his importance by means of the
%uke of Orleans; and seeing, with clear penetration, that
the popular hatred towards the minister, after having
been slightly mitigated by the arrest of the princes, was
now suffering 2 tenfold reaction, which was likely to
render even those very prisoners, for whose appreheneion
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the people had lighted bonfires, objects not only of pity,
but of love to the multitude, he formed 3 plan for
getting them into his own power, which was only frus-
trated by the equal, if not superior, cunning of Mazarin.

De Retz persuaded the weak duke of Orleans, that
it was necessary for, the safe custody of e princes
that they should be brought from Vincennes % the
Bastille; but Ma2arin forestalled his purpose, and
removed them to Marcoussi, upon the pretence that
at Vincennes they "were within reach of the Spanish
army. Nevertheless the duke of Orleans was induced
to demand them of ;the court; and thus one of the
chief objects of De Retz was oblained, by entangling
the duke in a contest with Mazarin, which, while it
left to the coadjutor a powerful support at the court,
took away from him the odium®of countenancing the
obnoxious minister. To add to this effect, De Retz
induced the duke of Orleans to intercede in strong terms
for the rebels in Guienne, taking care that all these
popular steps should be rendered as apparent as possible.
Mazarin, however, secing that the course of the war was
likely to entangle him in greater difficulties, and finding
a favourable opportunity of concluding a treaty with the
insurgents of Bordeaux, hastened to take advantage of
it ; and returned from the south openly accusing De Retz
of having impeded all the views of the court, and pre-
vented the general pacification of the country® The
coadjutor had before this tithe received intimation that
all the friendly professions of the minister were vain and
hypocritical. No sooner had the prisoners been removed
from Vincennes to Marcoussi than Chateauneuf had re-
marked, * The coadjutor must no longer talk so loud ;"
and De Retz very evidently perceived that this was to
be followed by vigorous efforts to repress his authority.
To every one Mazarin represented him in the blackest
colours ; but to every one he painted him in that point
of view that was most likely to shock their imagination,
or offend their particular interests. To the duke of Or-
leans De Retz was represented as intriguing with Condé¢;

F 2



68 YOREIGN STATESMEN.

to the princess Palatine, the great friend and supporter
of the imprisoned princes, he was accused of seeking to
meke away with them in private; to the Parliament
Mazarin endeavoured to insinuate that De Retz had
separated, himself from its interests; and a thousand
tales were circulated amongst thepeople to excite their
dndigeation, and diminish his popularity. But although
Mazarin was, perhaps, the greatesf master of political
intrigue then existing in the world,  De Retz, who was
little inferior to him in the abstract science of cabal,
possessed a great advantage over him in France, which
was, the knowledge of Frenchmen; and although Maza-
rin imew, and could play upon, all the general weaknesses
of human nature, De Retz comprehended and commanded
the peculiar weaknesses of the French nation, and,
fighting on his own ground, long maintained the field
against his mqre narrow-minded but more astute adver-
sary. He was not without alarm, however, at the
progress made by the minister : but now more accus-
tomed to command the people, he knew that he could
excite them to his purpose, whenever he could produce
a sufficient cause, or even a sufficient pretext; and taking
a higher ground than he had formerly assumed, he no
longer attempted to work directly upon the feelings of
the multitude, but laboured alone, by means of his tool,
the dukg, of Orleans, to produce one of two effects,—
eithero wring those concessions which he required from
the unwilling hands of tHe minister, or to place that
minister in an obnoxious position, in relation to the
parliament and the people.

Mazarin met art by art; and carrying the court to
Fontainebleau, he induced the queen to send the most
pressing demands for the presence of the duke of Or-
leans.® The intention was evidently to withdraw him
from the influence of De Retz; and, as in decency
he could not refuse to attend the councils of his ne-
phew and his king, the leaders of the Fronde, who
saw him depart with apprehension and reluctance,
resolved to furnish him with a demand upon the court,
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which, if granted, would increase their power, and if
refused, would widen the breach which already existed
between the duke of Orleans and the cardinal. The
demand which, according to the skilful arrangements
of De Retz, was fixkd upon for this occasion, Was that of
his own nomination t8 the Roman purple; and Gpstem
of Orleans took hisdeparture from Paris with the firm
determination of carrying this point, for the elevation
of him who had no% become his favourite. *

As De Retz had suspected, Mazarin evaded the ques-~
tion of the cardinal’s hat, till he had wrung from the
duke of Orleans his consent to the transfer of the pri-
soners from Marcoussi to Havre ; and then inducing
some of his creatures in the council to take the odium
upon themselves, he caused the stfngest representations
against De Retz to be made to the queen, who thereupon
refused to the coadjutor that dignity, wiich had been,
in fact, the promised price of his co-operation with the
regent against Condé. The duke of Orleans returned to
Paris in high wrath and indignation, finding himself
both disappointed and duped. De Retz in all probabi-
lity was neither ; and he immediately determined upon
a move in that game of chess which he was playing
against Mazarin, which was certain to put the court in
check, and which the minister did not perceive that he
had laid open to him. 1t was evident to Coffi#s best
friends, that De Retz had omly acted against him upon
the principle of self-preservation; and therefore a recon-
ciliation between them was not only possible but prob-
able. The parliament had long wished for the liberation
of the princes, and had not scrupled, on various occa-
sions, to testify openly that desire. The co-operation of
De Retz and the Fronde was absolutely necessarysto the
liberation of Condé; and the coadjutor, instead of being
opposed by the duke of Orleans, now governed him
with undivided sway. Thus in several very important
points the position of De Retz was infinitely better than
it had been at the end of the civil war, and he had only,
in the first place, to manage the different interests of

¥ 3
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the varioug leaders, so as to prevent them from clashing
with one another; and next, to plunge the parliament
into such acts, in favour of the princes, that it would
have no means of disentangling’ its.elf, but be forced,
in consistency, to proceed to steps that must prove
éhe.igevitable ruin of the ministef. The first of these
objects he accomplished by a long stries of negotiations
with the princess Palatine ; the most honest and, per-
haps, the Ymost skilful of female fegotiators that has
ever appeared. Acting on the part of the imprisoned
princes, she displayed in the negotiation with De Retz
a degree of skill, penetration, and determination, which
set his arts at defiance, where they were directed against
herself, and guided them aright, where they were in-
tended to rule the cofduct of others. Five, if not six,
separate treaties were eutered into between different
personages, whose interests were concerned : none were
aware of what the others pledged themselves to, except
De Retz and the Palatine, who knew all. The latter of
De Retz's two purposes was, on the one hand, more
difficult, but, if properly accomplished, was, as he well
saw, destined to restore more than the share of au-
thority which he had lost with the parliament and the
people.

These proceedings, however, demand more minute
considration, as perhaps there never was made a2 more
extraordinary display of #ie means by which popular
assemblies may be governed, than that which is afforded
by his Memoirs. We mus! remember, that, in the first
place, De Retz had placed himself in a most advantageous
position, very difficult to maintain, indeed, but while
maintained, enabling him to bend two powerful parties
to hisepurpose: the one fancying it was opposing him,
and yet following his wishes ; the other, acting under
his direction, and only concealing its purposes in order
to favour his views. Before the public, and in the
estimation of the parliament, he appeared for many
weeks after he was secretly united with Condé and the
other prisoners as their most decided enemy, and the
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man to whom their imprisonment was owing. The
court looked upon him in the same light; ahd he had
not even suffered the duke of Beaufort to know of his
private treaty with the prince, lest his weakness should
permit the secret td transpire. The duke of Osleans was
his tool; and all that*De Retz openly suffered to aj

was that bitter animosity towards Mazarin and the court
which he very well knew was the very best means of re-
newing his popularity. The first step aftes the whole
of the treaties had been concluded with the imprisoned
princes, and all the other measures had been taken which
were necessary to secure, amongst the younger inembers
of the parliament, a strong party in favour of their
liberation, was the presentation of a petition from the
princess of Condé, praying the sparliament to interfere
for her husband, and ecspecially to have him removed
from Iavre, which was repiesented as® an unhealthy
spot. The first president, imagining that the party of
De Retz would be opposed to such a measure, only ob-
jeeted to the petition of the princess, that she was not
formally authoriscd by her husband. This defect, how-
ever, was immediately remedied: a regular authority
from Cond¢ was manufactured in five minutes, and
though every one knew it to be a forgery, it was held
good ; and the parliament appointed a time for taking
into consideration the princess's application. Mg sooner
was this known at the courts than the quecn sent down
an angry message, forbidding the parliament to consider
the matter at all. The parliament, feeling its privileges
again invaded, decreed a remonstrance, and, as De
Retz had hoped and expected, the two parties were once
more committed in opposition to each other,

About this time took place the battle of Rhétel, which
we have noticed elsewhere; and the honour and advan-
tage which Mazarin thus gained cast the Fronde in
general into a state of deep despondency. Not so, how-
ever, De Retz, who, confident in his own genius, pro-
ceeded to turn what might havg been a misfortune to
an advantage. He had hitherto observed a great tone of

F 4
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moderation in his dealings with the parliament ; but he
took the prtsent occasion of rising, to make a direct‘attack
upon the fovernment of the queen aj the moment that it
was most successful, and of assigning that very success
as his justification for so doing. Se long, bhe said, as
the country had been in danger from foreign enemies, he
h&i&'rained from embarrassing it by any observations
upon the lamentable state of its internal government ;
but now, that the victory at Rhétel kad removed all ap-
prehensions, he felt it to be his bounden duty to call the
attention of the parlitment to the shameful and perilous
system which was daily producing new evilsin the state ;
dnd he moved that a remonstrance should be made
to the regent upon the disorders of the government.
He added a petition tq the king, to remove the impri-
soned princes from Havre to some more healthy
spot, but coucked in such vague and fecble terms, that
the president Molé was still deceived, and fancied that
De Retz, however anxious to mortify Mazarin, was not
in the slightest degree desirous of procuring the liber~
ation of Condé. A decree was, therefore, pronounced,
with the sanction and vote of the first president him-
self, directing a humble remonstrance to be made to
the queen, in order to bring about a reconciliation be-
tween the various members of the royal family; to
induce jper.majesty to restore the princes to liberty, and
to secure to their relations, ju the mean time, the right
of remaining in Paris to solicit their enfranchisement.

This was the first decided step which the parliament
had been induced to take in favour of the prisoners;
but it was so decided, that all parties concerned clearly
perceived that it could never be retracted. I)¢ Retz,
however, having in view not only the liberation of the
princes, but to work out the destruction of Mazarin,
did not choose to throw off the mask, although he saw
the parliament so completely committed. The minister,
indeed, had the choice of two v&'ﬂw’ either of which
might have given him the advitage: the one, to set
free the prisoners himself, after miaking what terms with
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them he thought fit ; the bther, to withdraw the court
from Paris, and leave the parliament to éxRaust itself
in fruitless agitation. But still, not understinding the
character of the Frepch nation, he hesitated upon both
thzse measures ; and, in the mean time, DesRetz pro-
ceeded with a skilfuleand persevering energy, to h

on the parliament from step to step, binding it af"every
movement in advance, by the ties of its own forms, so
as to prevent it fsom receding whenever ke chose to
declare his views,;and appear, as he really was, the
leader and conductor of the whole operations against the
court. At the same time he lahoured, in conjunction
with the Fronde, to arouse once more the popular hatred
against Mazarin. The carriage of the duke of Beaufort
was attacked in the streets at pight, and one of his
attendants killed ; and with whomsoever the act origi-
nated, the Fronde took advantage of 4t to represent
Mazarin as an assassin,and to spread a thousand calumnies
concerning him. The duke affected to take all sorts of
precautions ; and De Retz never moved after dark without
armed attendants, and centinels posted in the most
ostentatious manner. 1In the mean time, he carried on
the war against Mazarin in the parliament by means of
a number of the younger members devoted to his inte-
rests, who, day after day, and hour after hour, brought
forward the most violent and extravagant ps-ygsitions
against the cardinal, which, they well knew would not
be entertained for a moment, but which, nevertheless,
left their traces on the record, accustomed the assembly
to hear the minister calumniated in the most outrageous
terms, and to listen to and consider the most extreme
resolutions against him, which again, finding their way
amongst the people, produced the general impgession
that Mazarin was the enemy of the public peace, and
the source of all the evils under which the country suf-
fered. Such were the proceedings of De Retz with
regard to the parliament and the people; but, in the
mean time, another s of the comedy was enacted at
the palace of the Luxerhbourg, where the weak duke of
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Orleans, the betrayer of all men, and the ruin of every
friend he Mad in the world, under the skilful manage-
ment of De Retz, acquired a degree of vigour and re.
solution ‘which he had never shown in any other situ-
ation. Tke queen and Mazarin, perceiving that he was
taking part in the cabals against them, sent to demand
his pfesence at the Palais Royal ; gnd the minister in
the presence, and with the assistance of the queen, en-
deavoured 4 convince him of the vices and dangerous
views of De Retz. The duke, however, defended him
with more pertinacity than was usual ; and the queen
growing angry, a violent dispute ensued, which did far
more in favour of the coadjutor than all his own arts or
insinuations could have accomplished. The duke of
Orleans quitted the Palais Royal, vowing that he would
never trust himself again in the hands of the queen, and
gave himself up more blindly than ever to the manage-
ment of his favourite.

At length, sceing the parliament committed to the
most extreme measures that he could have desired to
pursue ; seeing the duke of Orleans completely in his
power ; seeing his own influence restored with the
people, and their hatred of Mazarin inflamed to the
highest point; De Retz no longer thought it worth
while to retain the mask with which he had hitherto
covere th> features of his policy. But it was one of
his great and peculiar arts always to wound his adver-
sarics by the rchound of their own measures. If they
gained a success, he was sure to make it produce an
ultimate disadvantage. If they attempted to injure
him, he made the blow fall back upon their own heads.
If they accused him, he made the very scene and mo-
ment of their accusation the occasion of a tenfold
charge against themselves. He had suffered the mask
to drop, it is true; but he had not yet used the power
which he had been gathering together, when the court,
awakened to his views, determined to try if it could not
break the honds by which he had so skilfully bound
the parliament to his purposBl ajiff on the 4th of
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February, 1651, when that body was assembled for the
purpose of considering a new attack upon the minister,
the master of the ceremonies appeared, and commanded
its presence, by deputies, at the DPalais Royal. The
parliament obeyed } and on the return of the® deputies,
the first president reéld a document (or rather a ypagj-
festo) which had been given him by the queen, and in
which the coadjutor was accused of almost every state
crime, and of intfntions still more diaboli®al than the
actions which were attributed to him.

De Retz believes not only that the whole business
was designed with the knowledge of the first pre-
sident, who now saw that, with all his wisdom, he
had been made a tool by the Fronde; but that he
intended to treat the queen’s mmanifesto as a regular
accusation against the coadjutor, and, by putting him
upon some sort of trial, relieve the coflrt, for a time
at least, from his presence in the parliament. The
mancruvre was not badly conceived, but it was most
feebly executed : the paper itsclf was drawn up in lan-
guage both gross and absurd ; the members of the
parliament attached to the court were intimidated by the
shouts of the people without ; each expressed his opinion
under the evident influence of terror. (One advised
public prayers for the safety of the country; another
besought the duke of Orleans to superintend?.he affairs
of state; and others, againy forgot the question alto-
gether, and rambled into long discussions totally irrele-
vant and needless. De Retz, however, detcrmined to
cast back the accusation upon him who had made it,
and to choose that very moment for proposing the most
violent and comprehensive measure against Mazarin
which any one had yet dared to lay before thesparlia-
ment. His spcech on this occasion is remarkable, notalone
from its brevity and vigour, but also because he therein
forged a Latin quotation, which was sought, for many
days, in the writings of Sallust and other Roman his.
torians. ¢ If resgect which I feel,” he said, ¢ for
the gentlemen hd¥e spoken before me did not put
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& restraint upon my tongue, I should be tempted to
complain that none of them have taken indignant notice
of that trumpery paper which has just been read in
this place ggainst all form and order, and which bears
the imprésd” of the same character by which the sacred
n?y,e of the king was employed tdinvigorate the patent
witnétses upon a late occasion. I émagine that they
have looked upon this libel, which is, in fact, merely a
sally of fusy on the part of the cerdinal Mazarin, as
something too much below either their notice or mine.
In order to follow their example in this respect, I shall
only reply to it by a passage from one of the ancients,
which just comes into my head. In enil times, I have
never abandoned my country ; in good times, I have
never had my own interests in view ; and in desperate
times, I have never feaved. I beg pardon for the liberty
I have taken ih quitting, by these few words, the ori-
ginal subject on which we were met to deliberate. My
vote is, to make humble remonstrance to his majesty
the king, to supplicate him to send immediately a lettre
de carhet for the liberation of the princes, with a declar-
ation in their favour, and to drive from his person and
his councils the cardinal Mazarin. My opinion is farther,
gentlemen, that the parliament should take the resolu-
tion to-day of meeting again on Monday next, to rceeive
the repdy eshich his majesty may please to make to the
deputies sent with this rewonstrance.”

The effect of all De Retz’s manceuvres was now ap-
parent. To every one of the principles developed in his
resolutions the parliament had already committed itself,
and could not now refusc to give them voice. His
motion passed unanimously ; and the very means which
Mazarip took to impede the proceedings of De Retz only
tended to hasten them, to aggravate them, and to insure
their success. The party of the court was now almost
driven to despair ; but at that moment, the count de
Brienne, one of the secretaries of state, appeared, and, in
the name of the queen, publicly besought the duke of
Orleans to come once more to the council of regency,
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and to aid with his advice in the present exigency of
the state. De Retz knew the weakness of the duke
too well to trust him; but the difficulty was, how to
prevent him from acceding, when thus publicly entreated
by his sovereign. Many of the most eminent mgmbers of
the parliament, too, jojned their voices to that of Brienne:
the first president, though bound to support the #€tf¥e
of the parliament, and executing that duty with firmness
and eloquence, madg use of the very resolugjon which
had just passed as an argument to induce the duke to
yield to the request of the regent, and give her his
counsel in the present extremity. Omer Talon, the
advocate-general, made one of the most splendid extem-
poraneous speeches in the records of eloguence, and
went on his knees before the duke, beseeching him to
save the state. The whole chamber was affected ; the
duke of Orleans hesitated, and declareds he would do
what the parliament advised ; but at that moment De
Retz stepped in, put a false interpretation upon the
duke’s words, which he was weak enough to avow as
his real meaning ; and the reply sent back to the regent
by Brienne was, that the duke would pay his humble
respects to the queen as soon as the princes should be
set at liberty, and the cardinal Mazarin driven from the
person and the councils of the king.

The only alternative left for the unhappy, Apne of
Austria was, to call the troops to her aid, and resist the
dictation of her son’s subjects by force of arms : but it
was very doubtful whether the troops would obey her
commands; and where were the generals that should have
commanded her armies ? She yiclded unwillingly to her
fate, and with great reluctance she suffered Mazarin to
quit Paris and retire to #t. Germain. She then made
two attempts to avoid the absolute expulsion Of her
minister from the realm. She at first endeavoured to
gain an interview with the duke of Orleans : butin this
she was again frustrated by De Retz; and shortly after
she laid a scheme for quitting Paris with the young
king, but the watchful vigilance of the coadjutor again
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disappointed her. The people were armed, the Palais
Royal wa¢ surrounded; and the queen was obliged to
abandon her design. A declaration that she would never
recall Mazarin was forced from her, and the parliament
banished him from the realm. Allshad hitherto gone
well with the schemes of the coadjutor. He had de-
liver® the princes ; he had driven his enemy from the
ministry and the country ; he had, in fact, compelled
or persuaded all partjes to serve Jhis views and he
had ruled the state. But from the moment that Condé
returned to the capital he felt that he had set free an
enemy more dangerous than any who had gone before.
The priuce was easily gained over by the queen. He
aided to dissolve the assembly of nobles, which had
been called for the pugpose of procuring his own liber-
ation, but had proceeded to examine the evils of the
state; and he broke off the marriage which De Retz had
stipulated between the prince de Conti and his own mis-
tress, mademoiselle de Chevreuse.

The coadjutor now prepared to resist; and feared not,
supported by the people, a large body of the parliament,
and the duke of Orleans, to encounter all the power
of Condé apd the queen. He counted, however, on a
broken reerF who leaned upon the duke of Orleans.
The timidity and irresolution of that prince rendered
him ugequal to the task of supporting any one. He
had dared to attack Mazarin, though upheld by the
queen ; but he dared not oppose the queen, upheld
by Condé. De Retz counselled vigorous measures,
which Gaston was afraid to follow. It became irksome
to the duke to refuse, and painful to be pressed every
day to energy end firmness which he never did possess.
At the same time the queen cburted him ; and Condé
softened towards him his demeanour as much as his
haughty nature permitted. De Retz saw that the duke
was weary of him. The duke of Beaufort also was
gained by the princes, and the position of the coadjutor
became perilous in the extreme. Iis resolution was
speedily taken, though it was an extraordinary one, and
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executed with vigorous determination, though the
potent arms of ridicule were exercised agaimst it by all
the court. He announced publicly to the duke of Or-
leans and to the prince de Condé his determination of
retiring entirely frem political life, and dedicating him-
self exclusively to the duties of his profession. The
duke of Orleans was overjoyed, as he was on alPtta-
sions at every thing which relieved him from an em-
barrassment ; and Condé was  perhaps ndtgdispleased,
although he treated the mattef with his usual haughty
levity.

Following up this determination, the coadjutor re-
tired to the archiepiscopal palace, where he shut him-
self up as in a hermitage, visited no more the court,
appeared no more in the parliament, but was only seen
by the people in the zealous exercise of his functions,
and on occasions when he could display the affect-
ation of a deep devotion. De Retz, however, either
assumed or felt some fear for his personal security.
He knew that, though Condé pretended to laugh at him,
that prince considered him as dangerous to his power.
He knew that the queen, though she had at one time
employed him, had always detested him ; and he knew
that the duke of Orleans, though he had fromised him
the most powerful protection in his retreat, would
abandon him on the first danger, or for the tpst.advan
tage, Under these circumstances, he trusted alone to
the people, knowing well, that neither viee, nor incon-
sistency, nor selfishness, nor crime, have the slightest
effect whatsoever upon popularity ; and that although
he might, perhaps, have declined in public favour for a
time, the same skill, impudence, and energy, which
had first acquired the davour of the people, would re-
gain it whenever he chose to exert himself. In case of
any attempt upon his personal liberty, however, some
time would be required, to enable the populace to come to
his rescue ; and he therefore made preparations for de-
fending himself in his palace, hired a number of deter-



80 FOREIGN STATESMEN.

mined soldiers, changed the neighbouring houses into
barracks, and transformed the cathedral into an arsenal.

No attempt upon,him, however, was made, either by
the prince of Condé or the court ; and in the mean while
the populgrity of De Retz increasedsin the most extra-
ordinary degree, in consequence of the exertions of the
pﬂ!m and curates, who lauded him as a saint, not only
in the pulpit but in the private visitations of families :
and all theginfluence whiclthe catholic clergy possess
was exerted to create forPtheir leader that powerful
party in Paris, which would once more enable him to
make head against his enemies. Those enemies in the
mean time were also working out his ends, as he had
anticipated, by their quarrds with each other. Condé,
left in undisputed posgession of the field, though he
affected in some degree to court the people, and did
bend his prous spirit to fawn upon the parliament,
held no measures either with the queen or with the
duke of Orleans. He stimulated the parliament, which
he commanded, to pursue all the friends and_servants
of Mazarin with the most virulent activity; and
while he harassed the court by such proceedings, he
carried on with the queen a treaty exacting from her
concessions *which had never yet been granted by any
French ruler to any subject whatsoever. Day by day
he mcxyagd in his demands, till, had they been granted,
nothing would have been left to the king but the shadow
of royalty in his own domilions.

All that these excessive grants were destined to pur-
chase was the return of Mazarin ; but, as we have shown
elsewhere, that minister opposed most vigorous]y and suc-
cessfully the purposes of the queen in his own favour;
adv:smg the regent rather to call to her councils the co-
adjutof, and give him the place of prime minister, than
to grant to Condé conditions which would invest him
with almost royal authority. His letter upon this subject
determined the: proceedings of Anne of Austria. She
sent privately for the coadjutor, who had an interview
with her at night ; in which she besought him to recon-
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cile himself sincerely to Mazarin, employing all the
eloquence of & woman, all the suthority of a queen, and
all the arts of a coquette to induce him to comply with
her request. De Retz, however, knew too well the game
he had to play to yleld to her request entirely,slthough
it was perfectly conswnant to his views and wishes to
drive the exacting prince of Candé¢ from Paris, to 6ot~
cile the duke of Orleans and the queen, and ultimately,
if he could obtain advant s terms for s doing, to
recall Mazarin himeself to'the ministry.

Finding that she could not succeed in bringing about
an open reconciliation hetween Mazarin and the coad-
jutor, Anne of Austria offered the latter the cardinal’s
hat, and the office of prime minister. The latter office
De Retz however declined, knowjng that it would have
been granted but for a time, and withdrawn as soon as
Mazarin could be rafely restored to powee: with regard
to the hat, however, he had no such scruples ; and it was

win the end agreed, that although he should keep up the
appearance of animosity towards the cardinal, he should
smooth his return by expelling Condé from Paris, and
bringing over the duke of Orleans to the views of the
queen. The princess Palatine, who had only agreed to
use her influence for the princes while in prison, so
far as to obtain their liberty, had now again attached
herself to Anne of Austria, and was perhaps & dignant
at perceiving that Condé so far abused the advantages
which she had been instrumental in gaining for him.
Through her mediation, all the minute arrangements
between De Retz and the queen were carried on; and
he, finding that his power with the people was thoroughly
restored, that a great part of the parliament itself was
fatigued and disgusted with the haughty exactigns ef
Condé, and that the duke of Orleans was sick of the
tyranny of his daring cousin, proceeded immediately to
give his operations that direction which might bring
about the views of the court, without appearing to be
directly implicated in the recell of Mazarin.

Issuing from the manufactory of libels and satires at

VOL. I1L e
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the archbishopric, a torrent of rumours and insinuations
was poured forth upon the Parisian world, imputing to
the prince of Condé every sort of evil intention against
the state and the country. By these means the public
mind was prepared for an inundatien of tracts, papers,
ballads, and manifestoes, which followed ; and as soon as
hé Tarned that these measures had been perfectly sue-
cessful, and that the Parisian pubhc were thoroughly
convmcet the prince— for whose, imprisonment and
for whose deliverance they had lighted equal bonfires;
whom they had hooted and gratulated with gimilar
energy, but whom they had lately followed with ad-
miring wonder—was an insolent tyrant, and intended
very soon to become a pernicious traitor, De Retz issued
forth from his solitudg, and, for the first time for some
months, took his place in the parliament. The prince
of Condé follewed a few moments after, and, seeing that
the war was about to begin, he determined to seize what
he copsidered the vantage.ground, and to urge forward
the parliament upon the subject of its unabated hatred
to Mazarin. The hatred of the parliament was unabated ;
but it had been pushed very nearly as far as it was
possible.

Perhaps De Retz, had he wished it, coming forth
with renewed popularity, mlght. have been able to
carry, thgough those measures, in which Cond¢, now
begmmng to be suspected, failed entirely.  Not even De
Retz, however, dared to have said one word in favour of
Mazarin ; and if Condé thought, by pushing forward a
new attack upon the absent minister, that he would
drive his opponent to such a false step, he very much
mistook the deep policy of the coadjutor.  The prince’s
gteec began with a more violent tirade against Maza-

fan ever, and ended by pointing out that the three
sub-ministers, as they were called, Le Tellier, Servien,
and Lyonne, merely followed the directions which were
received from the cardinal ; so that, in fact, he governed
France as much from his place of exile as he had done in
Paris. Hethen went on to move a resolution, by which
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the three whom he named were marked for expulsion
from the council. De Retz skilfully avoided the trap
that was laid for him : he declaimed eloquently against
Magarin, and boldly declared that it was necessary to
take every step which would shut him out for gver from
the ministry. He dig not even attempt to defend the
sub-ministers, or to say one word in their favoury” but
knowing that the parliament was weary of the dictation
of Condé, and woull do any thing, which didgnot imply
v retraction, to fall into .nore moderate views, he
pointed out that the queen having done much to gratify
the parliament on all ess .tial points, it was an un-
wo:th 7 exercise  its influenw. 1o harass her govern-
ment, by continuallv atwaching, the «etails.

The spee~h of De Retz gave great pleasure to all those
members o. the parliament who were opposed to Condé,
either from political considerations, or fromsmoderation of
feeling. The opinion of the coadjutor was adopted by a
great majority ; the resolution proposed by the prince
was lost ; and from that time Condé found that his
command ~ver the parliament -vas at an end. He did
occasionally succeed k. measures, however ; and it
happened, unfortunatery fo+ Mazarin, that the proof of
very considerable sums having been despatched to him
from Paris, with a strong preswnption that they pro-
ceeded from the funds of the state, fell into the hands
of Cond¢, and were brought before the parliament. The
schemes of De Retz seemed on the point of failing ; and
80 great was the apprehension, both of the queen and
of the cardinal, that very thinly veiled proposals for
assassinating the prince were current in the councils of
the regent. This purpose was concealed from the eyes
of the queen’s conscience by the pretence of arresting the
prince ; but, as the plan for so doing was such that it
could not have been effected without resistance on his part
and violence on that of the court, the death of Condé
would have been an inevitable consequence of the at-
tempt. De Retz suggested a milder and more feasible
scheme for obtaining possession of the person of his

e 2
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enery, and proposed to inveigle him to the palace of
the Luxembourg, and arrest him there while in con.
versation with the duke of Orleans. The queen and
her counsellors hesitated between the two ; and in the
mean while some one—it is suppoled one of the mi-
nisters themselves — revealed toCandé a sufficient portion
of the schemes which had been conceived against him,
to show him that his life or his liberty were in imminent
danger, awd he quitted Paris for Saint Maur.

The first rumour of this flight caused a great sensa-
tion in the capital. The prince of Conti proceeded in
person to the parliament, to assign the reasons for his
brother’s departure ; but there was a coolness even in the
assembly which had so long shown itself devoted to his
service. Amongst the people, his imprisonment at
Vincennes, and the familiarity in which he had lived
with the pop#lace since his liberation, had totally de-
stroyed the awe with which he was once regarded ;
while the breach of his engagements with the Fronde
had equally impaired his reputation for integrity. Thus,
while all remained quiet in Paris, few if any persons of
importance proceeded to visit him at St. Maur; and
Condé, mortified and surprised, desired eagerly to return
to Paris, where he imagined his influence would revive.
Under these circumstances, the duke of Orleans, who,
like ag apen leaf, wavered with every wind, and trem-
bled with every storm, guaranteed to Condé¢ his safety
if he came back. Though the assurance was a frail
one, the prince did not hesitate, and, re-appearing in
Paris, used every means, justifiable and unjustifiable,
either to seduceor overawe the parliument. Proceedingto
the chambers, with more than a thousand followers, hiring
the lIowest and the basest of the multitude to insult and
assault the opposite party, he endeavoured to play off
against the court supported by the coadjutor, the same
measures which the coadjutor had employed against
the court supported by Condé. But, a complete master
of faction and intrigue of every kind, De Retz knew no
equal with his own weapons ; and the contest for supe-
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riority was at length brought to a close by a memorable
sitting of the parliament on the 21st of August, 1651.

The queen had brought against Condé a charge
amounting to high treason ; and, with her passions excited
against him to theif highest pitch of fury, decMred that
either he or she shoulfl perish. Condé defended him-
gelf and recriminated ; and the 21st of August was
appointed by the parliament, for examining more par-
ticularly the chargesand refutation. Each pePty looked
upon this as the crisis of its fate, and prepared to meet
the collision, not by the peaceable means of law, which
as well a3 justice both knew to be utterly out of the
question, but in arms, in the midst of Parig, and in the
very halls of the parliament itself. In this sort of
contest, however, De Retz was superior to Condé, and in
the present instance was beforehand with him. Although
he could not prevent the entrance of the brince and his
friends into the courts of law, he caused those spacious
halls to be nearly filled at an early hour by his armed
supporters ; he stored the closets of the refreshment
rooms with hand grenades; and he arranged his forces
80 as to command all the important points, and to take
his enemy every where at a disadvantage,

Shortly after the arrival of the coadjutor, Condé made
his appearance, followed by a multitude of veteran
officers, and high words almost proceeding to .~tusl vio-
lence instantly began betweer, him and De Retz. The
first blow struck would have deluged the courts of justice
with human blood; and it is probable that the fury,
spreading thence to the people without, would have
ended in a general pillage and massacre throughout the
capital. But the first president and the elder and
wiser counsellors threw themselves between the pringe
-and the prelate, and by their eloquence and zeal con-
trived to make them in some degree ashamed of the
<riminal acts to which they were both hurrying forward.
Condé and De Retz both agreed to diemiss the danger-
ous multitude that followed them; and De Retz pro-
oceeded to the hall without, for the purpose of informing

¢ 3
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his friends of the determination which had been taken.
As hereturned, however, in passing through the folding
doors which stood ajar between the great chamber of
the parliament and the hall, the duke of Rochefou-
cault sulidenly shut them to upon him, and holding
him between them, as in a vice, &alled out to the fol-
lowers of Condé¢, “ Kill him! kill him!” From this
perilous situation he was delivered by the son of the
first presi®ent, his personal enemy, buta friend to justice
and fair dealing. De Retz was saved, but what had
taken place was quite enough to cause confusion. Ina
moment, 4000 swords were drawn from their scabbards ;
and had not the old marquis de Crenan, captain of the
prince of Cond¢'s guards, wisely remembered, that the
life both of the prince and the coadjutor was at stake,
and by a cry of ** Shame!™ induced the rest to forbear,
bloodshed muSt have inevitably been the consequence.
In such tumultuous proceedings the morning passed:
the parliament rose at an early hour ; and all parties re-
turned home with a feeling of shame and sorrow for
crimes which had been devised but not executed — crimes
which vanity was not permitted to justify to themselves,
and the magnitude of which, as well as the fearful results
which must have ensued, was exposed to their eyes in
the moment of calin consideration that followed after
the swrrt, of excited passion had passed by.

The prince of Condérstill continued to press the
parliament, either to oblige the queen to retract her
accusation, or to put him on his trial ; and for several
days a warfare of the most pitiful intrigue took place:
the parliament beseeching the queen to tranquillise the
existing differences in the royal family by moderation ;
the gueen endeavouring to find means of avoiding any
declaration in favour of Condé; De Retz persuading the
duke of Orleang to absent himself from Paris, in order
to favour the queen’s views; and Condé himself growing
more and more fatigued every day with his false posi-
tion, as leader of a faction, and seeking snxiously to
retire from the war of intrigue for which he was
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unfitted. The advice of Mazarin, however, induced
the queen to soften her expressions towards the prince;
and at Icngth, on the young king’s reaching the age
of his majority, a declaration was issued, anncunc-
ing, distinctly, that“the charge which had beersbrought
against Condé¢ was founded in a mistake. Efforts were
then made to inducs him to return to the court ; hit he
doubted the intentions of the regent : he found that his
popularity in Parisewas gone ; his friends ha b been ex-
pelled from the council ; the duke of Orleans was too
well known to be trusted in any thing; and, after hover-
ing round Paris for some time, (‘ondé retired, with the
purpose of secking Guicnne, the government of which
province had been oftered to him with great advantages.
Some accidental circumstances on the road, however,
induced him to believe that the ‘ntentions of the court
were unfavourable to him, and that some troops had
been sent out for the purposc of arresting him. A body
of fuctious friends who accompanield him seized the
occasion ; and in an evil moment Cond¢ was persuaded
to rais¢ the standard of civil war.

In the mean time De Retz was playing in Paris a part
to which he was unaccustomed, but which appeared for a
tire to be verv successful. It had been stipulated when
he gave his influence to the queen, that the rank of car-
dinal should be obtained for him from Romsy agpd that
matter was proceeding as he could wish ; but the eccle-
siastical dignity was only a stepping-stone to his ambition,
which aimed at the more substantial elevation of prime
minister. The measures which he took to obtain that
gituation were curious and not wise : he entered upon a
species of intrigue in which he had been wonderfully
successful, so long as pleasure was the only object, and
the gratification of sensual passion was alone the
purpose that he had in view : but the moment that he
made gallantry the ladder to ambition, he entered upon
an art in which every woman was superior to him, and
was, for the first time in his life, thoroughly duped by
the very means which he had chosen to employ himself.

¢ 4



88 FOREIGN STATESMEN.

Although a remarkably ugly man, he had been, as is
so frequently the case, much more successful in his cri-
minal amours than many of the more graceful and
splendid nobles of the French court ; and in his frequent
nightly eonferences with the queen* he conceived the
vain hope of making an impression on the heart of Anne
of Austria herself; not perhaps ejpecting to succeed
with the regent, as he had done with many of the high-
est womeigof the court, but at all exents believing that
her vanity would be flattered by the conquest she had
made, and that he might owe to feelings of affection
that high post which he had not been able to wring
from her by faction and violence.

The idea of affecting love towards the queen, and
of taking advantage of their frequent private inter-
views to make hcr sensible of the effect which he
wished her te bhelieve she had produced, was first
sugfested to him by the duchess de Chevreuse ; and
there may be a doubt, though no historian seems to
hiwe entertained it, whether that intriguing woman was
playing the game of De Retz, and attempting to de-
ceive the queen, or playing the game of the queen and
thoroughly misleading De Retz. At all events it is clear
that Anne of Austria saw the views of the coadjutor ;
and finding herself at once engaged with him in the
practicg of an art where she was his superior, she led
him blindly on, with hopes, (hag she had not the slight-
est intention of realising, il he permitted her to carry the
court and the young king from Paris,—in which city he
could have detained her at his pleasure— and to take the
field against Conds, who was now in rcbellion, supported
by a few fresh levies. This was the greatest oversight
that De Retz had ever yct committed, and scarcely was it
done, when he felt the folly thcreof but, nevertheless,
his eyes were not completely opened and he still
hoped to maintain his influence with the queen, by con-
tinuing to render her services, and at the same time
occasionally playing upon her fears.

Before this period, however, the career of the co-
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adjutor had very nearly terminated in an unexpected
manner. Knowing him for one of their most deter-
mined enemies, the partisans of the prince de Condé
formed a scheme for carrying him off from the midst
of Paris. The active, intrepid, and enterprisiify Gour-
ville crossed the country and ventured in disguise into
the capital. Hiring a number of determined men,
he obtained correct information of all the proceedings
of the coadjutor, whose intrigues often led deim forth
at night almost unaccompanied; and placing his con-
federates at particular points, where it was likely
that De Retz would pass, he waited on more than one
night ; but an extraordinary coincidence on both
these occasions saved the prelate from his hands. A
third attempt would undoubtedly, have been made had
not the number of persons to wl.\m the secret was con-
fided, at length caused it to be betraydl. Gourville
effected his escape but narrowly; and several of the
persons he employed fell into the hands of De Retz,
who with wise and gencrous policy suffered them to go
unpunished.

The desultory warfare which now took place between
Turenne, Harcourt, and Hocquinville, on the part of
the court, and Condé, Rochefoucault, Beaufort, and
Nemours, on the adverse side, we shall of course no-
tice but slightly here. Tt is sufficient to say th.* (gndé,
to whom brilliant suceesses vere absolutely necessary,
embarrassed by raw levies and divided friends, effected
nothing at all equal to the reputation he had before
acquired ; and that the queen, freed by her absence
from th. :ontrol of the Fronde and the duke of Or-
leans, finding herself sufliciently strong in the field
to oppose successfully the greatest captain of the, day,
and believing that the French people were beginning
to grow weary of turbulence, recalled Mazarin to her
councils ; and thus opened the eyes of De Retz both
to the folly he had committed in suffering her to quit
Paris, and to the absurd character he had played
during the latter part of her stay in the capital. Mor-
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tified and surprised, he attempted to raise up a third
party in the state, and with the parliament and the
duke of Orleans keep the other two in check, his prin-
cipal object being to drive forth Mazarin; and his
inclinat®ns leading him, thereforé, rather to favour
the party of Condé than that of the court. At the
same time, however, in fear of losing the cardinal’s hat,
which had not yet been granted by the pope to the
queen’s ®licitation, he still affected the utmost enmity
to the prince. '

But Anne of Austria was not to he deceived ; and
perceiving that whatever might be his words, all his
actions were inimical to her views, she sent orders
to the French ambassador at Rome to oppose his
elevation to the com+lave.  This very opposition,
however, was more favourable to him than even her
nomination. * The pope and the cardinals conceived
that it proceeded from Mazarin himself, whom they
hated and despised ; andin a secret consistory e Retz
was elevated to the purple, without the knowledge of
the French ambassador. Something still remained to
be done ; for it was usual before any prelate was looked
upon as one of the cardinals of France that he should
receive the hat from the hands of the king. The court,
although it had opposed the elevation of De Retz, en-
deavamret. to assume the merit thereof ; and Mazarin
wrote with his own hand /o congratulate the coadjutor
upon his elevation. But, nevertheless, the absence of
the court gave a very good excuse for holding back the
gift of the hat, and thus keeping some check upon the
intriguing prelate.

A series of petty negotiations and rapid but minute
changes in the relations of all parties took place in
Paris about this time, which it would be in vain to
attempt to follow. At first De Retz endeavoured
to act against the two other parties, by the parlia-
ment and the duke of Orleans; but never were
two more fechle instruments found for the pur-
poses of an ambitious man. The parliament, em-
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barrassed by various opposing decrees which appeared
upon its own registers, assailed Mazarin, and thundered
against Condé in words ; but in actions nothing was
done but what was pitiful and contemptible. The
duke of Orleans, always weak and vacillating, how ob-
tained not even the “ippearance of firmness from De
Retz, who was himaelf in a false position, and wavered
almost as much as the duke. Tired, however, at length of
the proceedings of the parliament, De Retz hat® recourse
to the assemblies of the Hotel de Ville, which were
now assuming a more regular and orderly form. But
in the mean time Chavigni, devoted to the interests of
the prince, returned to Paris, from which hc¢ had been
exiled, and speedily raised up in the capital a con-
siderable party in favour of Comdé. Ere long, Condé
himself announced his intention of appearing in Paris;
but immediately the parliament and De®Retz opposed
themselves to his admission, and besought the duke
of Orleans, as lieutenant-gencral of the kingdom, to
prevent the prince’s entrance into the capital. The
duke of Orleans could not be persuaded to take so
strong a measure, however ; and Condé arrived in Paris,
took his seat in the parliament, notwithstanding all the
charges of high treason existing against him, and re-
mained for a considerable length of time in the capital,
while his army encamped in the neighbourh.d.» The
army of the court followed ;sand a battle took place in
the suburbs of the city, where Condé, with a very in-
ferior force, supported the attack of Turenne, under
the very guns of the Bastille.

The cardinal de Retz is supposed by many of
the French historians to have concerted with the
duke of Orleans the part which the latter was to
play during the strife that went on almost under
their eyes; and it is not improbable that the prelate
greatly influenced the assembly at the Hotel de Ville,
and decided its members to refuse all admittance to the
troops of Condé in their perilous situation. He de-
nies, however, having influenced the duke, and declares
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that he at this period, being excluded by his new dignity
from the parliament, hardly gave any attention to the
intrigues in which he had been formerly so active.
Certain it is, however, that the assembly at the Hotel de
Ville, amd likewise the duke of Orleans, refused to open
the gates to Condé during the whtle morning, while in
the repeated attacks of Turenne a number of the most
gallant gentlemen in France were slaughtered under the
walls; endbequally certain that messenger after messenger
was seen passing between the palaces of the duke of
Orleans and the coadjutor. At length, however, the
eloquence of the duke’s daughter, the cries and shouts
of the people, moved with compassion at the sight of the
dead and wounded brought in from the prince’s army,
and the appeal of severgl of his friends, who represented
that he and all attached to him would die rather than sur-
render, overcatne the weak duke of Orleans. The order
for admitting the army of Cond¢é was granted ; and the
prince was saved from a fate which all his own skill
and courage could not have averted.

The first determination of Condé, after enter-
ing Paris, was to put down the enemies who had
so constantly opposed him; and the chief of these
was De Retz. His plan appears to have been, to
proceed to the archiepiscopal palace, and placing the
cardingl én his carriage, to carry him out of the
gates of the city, forbiddng him cver to enter them
again, A dreadful and cxtraordinary massacre, how-
ever, which took place at the Hétel de Ville, and
which rumour attributed to the instigations of the
prince himself, spread a degree of consternation through
the capital, which even affected Condé. His plans
againgt the coadjutor were not carried into execution,
while it would have been easy to pursue them ; and
De Retz having obtained some intimation of danger,
instead of quitting Paris and joining the court, which
would have altered the whole after-course of his life,
and secured the favour of the court, once more turned
Notre Dame into an arsenal, and prepared to defend the
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cathedral as a rortress in case of attack. A complete
state of anarchy succeeded to the massacre at the Hotel
de Ville. Condé¢ certainly remained master of the city
by means of his troops: but he had lost the respect of
all the better classes of the people; and overahis own
officers he was gradually losing that authority by which
alone discipline cou}d be maintained, and his possession
of the capital rendered beneficial. In this crisis of
affuirs, two steps were taken by the court wdigh ren-
dered the condition of Cond¢ desperate. The parliament
was commanded to quit Paris, and proceed to Pontoise ;
and though ouly a part obeyed these orders, that part
comprised all the most talented and influential coun-
sellors. By the advice of this part, which was recog-
nised as the parliament by the court, Mazarin unce
more retired into voluntary e:'fle; and the most en-
thusiastic joy spread itself through Parise not proceed-
ing in the slightest degree, perhaps, from gratified
enmity towards the minister, but because all parties,
except that attached to the prince de Condé, were de-
lighted with any opportunity of disentangling them-
selves honourably from the factions to which they were
pledged ; freeing themselves froin intrigues of which
they saw no end, and putting an end to tumults which
had already desolated the capital, and disorganised the
state of society in France. Every one, whetevep had
been the cause of his opposition to the court, made the
retreat of Mazarin an excuse for seeking to negotiate a
reconciliation. The parliament decreed a vote of
thanks to the king ; the people anticipated nothing but
the return of peace, and the appearance of the royal
family in the capital ; and even Condé and his party,
while they called the Spaniards eagerly to their aid, and
took up a position in the neighbourhood of Paris, Which
enabled them, in a great degree, to command that city,
affected to be rejoiced at the turn which affairs had
taken, and to seek nothing but peacc upon terms of se-
curity to themselves.

In the mean time De Retz had instantly shaped
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his course. He saw that the exile of Masarin afforded
him one of the last opportunities that he might ever
obtain for gaining an advantageous position with the
court; and he determined, if possible, to have the
honouref bringing back the king #o Paris. Condé he
had always opposed ; the duke ofeOrleans had sacrificed
80 many partisans, that he might himself be sacrificed
without any great scruple of conscience ; the parliament
was rgady to follow any one who would lead them to
Compiegne, where the young king and his family then
were ; and De Retz, persuading the feeble duke of Or-
leans to authorise any sacrifice which he, the coadjutor,
thought proper to make in his name, gathered together
a splendid deputation from the clergy of the capital, and
proceeded to thedwelling of the king, to entreat his ma-
jesty toreturn to the me ‘tropolis. The only reward which
he obtained fa~ this servicc was that of the cardinal’s hat,
which was given him by the hand of the monarch. But
when the coadjutor began to treat with the ministers,
he found that they did not cstimate his services at the
high price which he himself had put upon them.
Although the event justified the coolness of their
demeanour to De Retz, and they succeeded in bringing
back the king to the capital without granting the terms
that he demanded, it is nevertheless certain, that the
coad_]gtor by the part that he took, had rendered a very
importaut service to the er . Condy and his friends
were in daily expeetation oY the arrival of two armies,—
the onc from Spanish Flanders, the other commanded
by Charles duke of Lorraine. The wavering duke of
Orleans would have been persuaded by a word from the
mouth of De Retz to join the party of the princes;
the coadjutor himself might have brought them a con-
siderdble addition of strength ; and the balance between
Condé and Turenne, which had only been slightly taught
to lean in favour of the latter by the numerical superi-
ority of the royal troops, being changed to the other side
by the arrival of vast reinforcements under Fuensaldafies
and Charles of Lorraine, might have been determined
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for ever in favour of the rebellious prince. The fickle
populace of Paris would soon have forgotten its grati-
tude for the exile of Mazarin ; and one victory on the
part of Condé would have given him a footing in France
which would have tequired years of civil slaughter to
shake. De Retz, howgver, went over to the court and
took with him the gubmission of the duke of Orleans,
and the gratulation of the clergy and pcople of Paris:
Mazarin, by a stratggem, even in exile deoeivdjrl" uen.
saldafies, and diverted his forces from France ; Turenne
held the forces of Cond¢ and the duke of Lorraine in
check ; and the prince, unsafe in the capital, baffled in
the field, and outwitted by an absent minister whom he
despised, took the desperate measure of quitting France
and casting himself into the hands of the enemies of his
country. .

There was nothing now to oppose ¢he court in
Paris ; and shortly after, without cither amnesty or
conditions of any kind, though not without fear, Anne
of Austria and her son, after a long absence from the
mutinous metropolis, returned to Paris, and were re-
ceived with the most enthusiastic cries of joy. She
herseif was not insensible of the great service that De
Retz had performed ; and, on alighting from her carriage
at the Louvre, she bade the young king embrace him as
the man who had restored him to the capital. His
comduct from this moment is inexplicable ; for we can
neither reconcile it with the Ydea that he believed the
queen was really grateful, and that he still held her in
his power, nor with the supposition that he imagined
her expressions of kindness to be hypocritical, and sus-
pected that speedy vengeance would be taken upon him-
self. From the Louvre he proceeded to the Luxem-
bourg, and, according to the account of one of hif own
attendants, endeavoured to persuade the duke of Orleans
immediately to barricade the streets and take possession
of the person of the king. Even from his own statement
it would appear that he did not endeavour to dissuade the
duke from such an attempt, when it was proposed by
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another, but on the contrary, offered all his influence to.
raise the people if it should be resolved upon. All this
seemed to imply, that he looked upon the gratitude of
the queen as %eigned, and regarded his power as at an
end if le did not put forth some grtat effort to re-esta-
blish it. On the other hand, hewever, he made such
extraordinary demands upon the ceurt, and adhered to
them with such a degree of pertinacity, that he must
either rwe believed the queen to be deeply sensible of
his merits and services, or so terrified at his influence,
as to be afraid of refusing him whatever he required.
Anne of Austria grew weary of his exactions; and he
himself soon perceived that anger was succeeding to
gratification at the king's restoration to the capital. He
kept his house armed; he never went forth unaccom-
panied by 200 or 300 genglemiey ; and, at length, per-
ceiving that ke had carried his demands too far, he
opened a communication with the absent Mazarin,
which at first seemed likely to terminate favourably to
the wishes of the coadjutor. Deceived by this appear-
ance of success, De Retz became less cautious. Persuaded
by madame de Lesdiguicres that there was no danger,
he proceeded to the Louvre with very few attend-
ants on the 19th of December, 1652; and after
having waited some time in the apartments of madame
de Villewy, he was called to the antechamber of
the queen. In the megan tina onc of his friendd
in the palace had hcard a rumour of his intended
arrest, and hastened to inform him of the fact; but
De Retz had just passed the other way, and, the
moment after, he was arrested by Villequier, captain
of the queen’s guard. Hce was immediately taken to
another apartment, where, while the carriage was prepar-
ing to convey him to prison, dinner was set before him,
of which he ate as heartily as if nothing had occurred.
At three o’clock he was conveyed to Vincenncs; and a
very large escort was appointed to conduct him, under
the apprehension that the people would attempt a rescue.
Not a soul made the slightest movement, however ; and
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De Retz, arriving at night at the place of his imprison-
ment, went to bed and slept with the same sort of apa-
thy towards his own fate wherewith the Parisians seemed
to regard that of their favourite leader.

The clergy of Paris did, indeed, during the two or
three following days, ®make some efforts to obtain his
liberation, and the echapter of the cathedral enjoined
solemn praycrs for that cvent : but his own uncle com-
manded these supplécations to be stopped ; andaile Retz
was soon forgotten in the general tendency of all things
to tranquillity, except by some of his own personal
friends, who continued to labour for his benefit. In the
mean time he passed his days at Vincennes laying plans
for making his escapc, which, however, were always
frustrated. Prisoners have gengrally the privilege of
“complaining of their treatment ; and De Retz accuses
his paolers of every sort of petty annoyancd: but the ir-
ritation of his own feelings most likely added greatly to
any just cause of complaint. Ou the return of Mazarin,
which occurred shortly after his arrest, the imprisonment
of the adverse cardinal seewns to have been mitigated,
and the renewed entreatics of the DParisian clergy, the
menaces of the pope, whose authority had received a
severe insult in the imprisonment of a cardinal, joined
to the cftorts of some of De Retz's friends, induced the
court to transfer him to Nantes, upon his givieg is the
formul resignation of his archbjshopric.  This he knew,
having been extorted from him in prison, would never
be held valid by the taw of France ; but the pope op-
posed it in the first instance, and would not acknowledge
it as a lawful act.

In the mean while the maréchal de Meilleraye,
to whose custody De Retz was contided, endeavopred
to draw from him a promisc not to attempt an es-
cape ; but the cardinal, whose principal hope in seek-
ing to be removed from Vincennes was to find some
means of evasion, skilfully avoided giving any pledge.
His new state of imprisonment was much milder than
that of Vincennes ; and the old general seems to have

VOL. 1L "
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treated his prisoner with every sort of indulgence, while
at the same time he caused him to be watched with a
degree of vigilant care, which for a time set all the car-
dinal’s schemes for escape at defiance. At length, how-
ever, rufnours of more severe measurés being in agitation
at the court led him to excrt all bis skill and courage ;
and, after various schemes proposed and abandoned, he
determined to endeavour to deceive his guards and drop
down < Jin the bastion of the castl:, to a narrow spot
of sand, which was left under the walls on the side of
the river when the waters were low. The numher of
people who were admitted to him daily, and the attend-
ants who were suffered to accompany him in his walks—
which he was permitted to extend at pleasure within
the limits of the fortress — cnshled him to make all the
preparations for this purpose with ease.  Much more
difficulty, hoviever, took place in deceiving the guards
who always followed him in his walks, and were com-
manded never to lose sight of him, even for a moment.
At length, however, it was detcrmined to make the
attempt ; and towards five o'clock in the evening of the
8th of August 1654, De Retz, accompanied by four
friends, and followed by the usual number of guards,
proceeded through the garden of the governor, towards
a small ravelin which ran out ahove the river. Horses
had ¥ 2en nosted in readiness at a little distance, and a
number of persons were on the v.arch to give him assist-
ance. Pretending to be thirsty. he sent back one of
his attendants for some wine, and drank a small quantity.
Two of his followers then gave the bottle to the guards,
and dropped behind upon the pretence of finishing it
with them. In the mean time De Retz and the two
others passed through a small grated door which led to
the ravelin ; and, as soon as he was out of sight of the
guards, he stripped off his red garments and placed them
upon the edge of the parapet, in a spot where he had
been accustomed, ever since his arrival at Nantes, to lean
over by the hour together gazing at the people walking
in the open space below. The guards, keeping the letter
of their instructions, had been in the habit of watching
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him through the grated door, without entering the ra-
velin ; and now, perceiving his red dress at the usual
part of the wall, they took it for granted that he was
amusing himself acegrding to his ordinary custom.

In the mean while the cardinal, having proceeded to a
more remote part of the ravelin, though he had shown
some hesitation and fear ere he quitted his chamber, now
resolutely pursued his scheme, and suspended by a horse
girth attached to a Mng rope was let down a di¥ce of
forty feet. His agitation, however, was excessive, and,
hy the account of Joly, he had quite lost all command
of himself. The horses were brought up in a moment
by his friends, and he was aided to mount ; but shortly
after an accident occurred, which bhad nearly thrown him
back into the hands of his cnemies, and which prevented
the execution of one of the most important objects
which he had in view. This accident is fepresented in
the most opposite manners by Joly and De Retz himself.
The one asserts that the cardinal was so agitated as to
be unable to sit his horse. De Retz represents himself
as perfectly cool, and declares that the horse took fright
at the sun flashing on the barrel of a pistol, which he
drew from the saddle-bow, in order to force his way
through a party of soldiers belonging to the garrison.
Certain it is, however, that he was thrown from his
horse and dislucated his shoulder; but hie friends
gathering round him, and the people joining to facilitate
his escape, he was remounted immediately and pursued
his journey, though in terrible pain.

The maréchal de Meilleraye did not become aware of
his escape for some time after it had taken place, and a
variety of extraordinary circumstances combined to fa-
vour his evasion : he was concealed for several hourssin a
secret dungeon of oneof the fortified houses then common
in France. He was then hidden in a haystack ; while a
party of thesoldiers from Nantes paused in thecourt-yard,
and asked questions concerning the route he had taken.
At length, however, he reached the house of the duke of
Brissac, who had gathered together 300 gentlemen for

2



100 FOREIGN STATESMEN.

his escort; and by these he was accompanied to the
feudal possessions of his brother the dukede Retz. He
thence made his escape in a fishing boat to St. Sebas-
tian, where he arrived literally penniless and in rags.
At first he was taken for an impostor by the Spanish
authorities, but he soon proved-to them his identity ;
and from that moment the kindness and liberality of
the king of Spain and his ministers knew no bounds
towards__ man who had acquired :0o much renown in
factions which had tended greatly to promote the
Spanish interests. At first Don Louis de Haro would
fain have persuaded him to re-enter France, and throw-
ing himself into Mezieres, the governor of which was
devoted to him, to open a communication with the
prince de Condé, and once wre endeavour to establish
the party of the Froade. e of the great objects
which De Rewz hatd proposed to himself in making his
escape from Nantes had been to throw himself suddenly
into the midst of Paris before any one was aware of his
being at liberty, to take possession of the archbishopric,
which had fallen to him absolutely by the death of his
uncle, and, affecting to devote himself entircly to his
ecclesiastical duties, to obtain the support of the whole
clergy of France, while he pursued, in a new and more
favourable position, his demands and exactions against
the Erensh coutt. The dislocation of his shoulder,
however, had impeded his jonnev, and prevented his
effecting this purpose ; and he now felt that it was too
late to make anyopen attempt in France against the
goverument. ITe therefore declined all the proposals of
the Spaniards, and returned a present of 40,000 crowns
which were sent to him at St. Sebastian..

"T'he Spanish monarch, however, did not abate the least
particle of his kindness, but caused him to be escorted,
with care and distinction, across the peninsula, and
provided him with a galley, which conveyed him in
safety to Piombino. From Piombino he proceeded to
Florence incognito, but was treated with much kindness
by the grand duke of Tuscany. He thenee went on to
Rome, where he was immediately admitted to a secret
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audience of the pope, who showed him every sort of
kindness, and presented him publicly with the cardinal’s
hat, promising him his protection and support. Inne-
cent X., however, was now arrived at a point of extreme
old age end of great bodily debility. All the cArdinals
were looking forward % a new election; and Chigi the
secretary of state, who entertained no slight hopes of
the elevation he afterwards obtained, did not choose to
offend the Frencheparty in the conclave by~wowing
much open kindness to the obnoxious De Retz. He
held out to himn, however, great promises, and pretended,
even while he was injuring him, to seek to do him ser-
vice. At length the death of Innocent opened the way
to a new election: De Retz took part in the conclave,
and contributed a good deal to the clevation of Chigi to
the chair of St. Peter. At first the new pope made
every demonstration of gratitude ; but Pe Retz very
soon found that he confined himself within the bounds
of words, and it was rot long before those words became
less favourable.

After enduring many mortifications at the Roman
court, and having for a time retired to the states of
Tuscany, De Retz on his return to Rome found that
the new pope had been entirely gained by the French
ambassadors, andi that while he advised himn in a friendly
tone to seek a reconciliation with his own menargh by
any means, he had appointed, an apostolic vicar to take
possession of the see of Paris, in the absence of its
bishop. In vain De Retz opposed the exccution of this
unjust design ; and his only resource was to send off a
messenger to Paris, in order to give notice to the clergy
of what was about to take place, and to stir them up
to resistance in an instance where the interests of gvery
French bishop were implicated. The success of this
measure was such as he desired ; the courier arvived
before the pope’s bull, which the clergy refused to re-
crive unanimously ; and the nuncio dared not even
publish it in Paris for fear of being stoned by the
people.  Other measures were then taken ; and De Retz

u 3
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was induged to nominate as his own grand vicar a
person suggested to him by the court: but finding that
this produced no result,—that the pope was entirely de-
tached from his interests, and that the plagne was be-
ginning to make terrible ravages in Italy,— De Retz
determined to return to France, én order, if possible, to
gain possession of the revenucs of his benefices, and he
reached Franche Comté in safety. All he could obtain,
howeyer, from an assembly of the clergy, was the sum of
8000 crowns per annum for his subsistence ; and while
the negotiation was proceeding, he entered France, but
was obliged to conceal himself in different towns, pass-
ing from inn to inn, and, if we are to believe Joly,
addicting himself to low debauchery.

Having been vigorously pursued by Mazarin, he
was obliged once more 1o «ait his native country, and
wandered aheut for some gime in Switzerland and Ger-
many. His friends maintain, that while at Cologne
a scheme was formed by Mazarin for carrying him off
or assassinating him, but the truth would be very dif-
ficult to discover ; and De Retz soon after quitted Ger-
many and proceeded to Holland, where he led a vagabond
and debauched life, while his servants forgot the respect
which they had formerly paid him, and confusion and
disunion followed his domestic footsteps, as they had
form&rly been the companions of all his publie actions.

For several years this comluct continued, till the
death of Mazarin gave bim new hopes of returning to
France and re-assuming the archiepiscopal dignity.
The chancellor le Tellier, indeed, and the superinten-
dent Fouquet, both applied to the exile, and proposed
to negotiate his reconciliation with the court, but the
basis upon which both trcated was alone that he
should resign the archbishopric ; and in compensation
the king offered to grant him the rich abbey of St.
Dcnis, with some other benefits. After much dif.
ficulty this treaty was concluded, and the cardinal pro-
ceeding to Commercy, of which place he was prince,
signed his resignation in the form appointed by the king.

He afterwards appeared at the court at Fontaine~
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blean, but his influence was passed, his person disagree-
able, his memory odious ; and, after spending some
months at St. Denis, he retired again to Commercy.
He there passed many years in a sort of languid idle-
ness which gave oceasion to his dismissed attem,l.ant Joly
to accuse him once mgre of every sort of libertine excess.
But the falsehoods which Joly is proved to have related
in regard to this part of the life cast a strong suspicion
upon the whole of the rest of his charges. He declares,
that in order to deceive the world, and make méft®elieve
that he was engaged in some useful and dignified occu-
pation, the cardinal De Retz pretended to employ himself
in composing an account of his life, but that he never
wrote more than two or three pages thereof, and was
totally incapable, from failure of mind and energy, to
produce any thing worthy of Mis reputation. The Me-
moirs, however, remain, volumincus egough to have
filled up the leisure of scveral years, and breathing in
every page that splendid but irregular genius which
made him remarkable through life. Joly also represents
him as given up entirely to his pleasures, ungrateful to
his friends, and thoughtless of his creditors ; but it is an
undoubted fact, that, by care and the most rigid economy,
he paid off the large debt of 3,000,000 of livres, which
he had contracted during his exile, and while, deprived
of all his revenues, he depended for support upon the
kindness of his friends. It is probable, inde®l, ‘Rat the
insoleuce of Joly passed the Bounds of decency, and that
De Retz by dismissing him, changed an impudent de-
pendant into an ungrateful calumniator. At all events,
if we compare the terms in which De Retz speaks * of
the servants who followed him in misfortune with the
language in which Joly alludes to his former friend in the
end of his Memoirs, the advantage will be found greatly
in favour of the cardinal. Shortly before his death De
Retz removed to St. Denis, and at length terminated his
troubled carcer in Paris, in the year 1679.

Gifted with high talents, placed in a commanding

® Vol. iv. p.87.
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position, educated with care, quick, learned, courageous,
firm, actlve, .dndefatigable, and energetic, with much
penetrauon inw both men and things, and the presence
of mind necessary to seize every opportunity, De Retz
seemed born to rule and benefit sqme large portion of
his fellbw-creatures. But, with strong passions and
inordinate vanity, he was forced into a profession for
which he was unfit, which forbade "the gratification of
the one, enjoined the mortification of the other, and
curbed®en the efforts of that geniug, which in another
walk might have led him forward to the summit of
power ., and glory. But the false position in which he
was placed through life, by the opposition of his
character and his profession, was not the only cause of
his misconduct or his downfall. Ilis vanity was of
that active and enter; wsing nature which could alone
be gratified by surprismg and dazzling : his natural
quickness and’ penctration found exercise and enjoy-
ment in intrigue of every kind ; and while, in the course
of passion, the alternatc excitement of pursuit, and the
lassitude of satiety, displayed all the irregularity of
activity and indolence, he still returned to the political
arena with fresh powers and fresh virulence, till a long
and enforced cessation brought over the fiery strength
of ambition the weariness of premature age, and the
listlessness of corporeal decay. Never in the world’s
history wat there, perhaps, a more striking instance of
immense powers misuscl, great advautages thrown
away, and many bright gualities darkened by a clond of
faults, than in the cardinal de Retz, — never a more
striking example, amongst the lamentable many, of the
misery of genius without virtue. In person, De Retz
was remarkably plain, tall, but ill shaped, and with
features harsh but expressive. His eycs and tecth were
very fine, however, and he had unfortunatcly too great
cause to feel vain of his personal as well as of his
mental attractions. Born in one of the most corrupt
periods of modern history, and thrown accidentally into
scenes of anarchy and confusion, something must be
allowed on account of the times, the nation, and the
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eircumstances, as a palliation for many of his faults.
Too many will rest upon him still, and mark him out
for ever as a warning rather than an example.

It has been customary to add to the lives of cele-
brated men any rerharkable sayings which theysare re-
ported to have uttereq in the course of their lives. These
sayings, when bearipg a reference to their own characters
or actions, are generally worthless, inasmuch as they
are, nine times ouf of ten, framed for the puzrl'gose of
defending some particular linc of conduct, or of dazzling
and surprising by a ready answer, which has in reality
often been prepared long hefore. Maxims, also, recorded
by others, unless borne out by the immediate testimony
of credible witnesses, can rarely be depended upon as the
genuine reflections of a great man. But when, on the
other hand, he has recorded with his own hand, and in
brief and striking language, the couclusions which long
experience or powerful genius have enabled him to draw
regarding the general priuciples of human action, his
maxims hecome most valuable to the philosopher, the po-
litician, and the moralist. Of such sententious reflections,
no one has left so many, perhaps, as the cardinal de
Retz; and, as they are undoubtedly the fruit of lns long
experience in political cabal, some may be added here, as
a specimcn of the style of thought in'which they are
conceived, though it would be impossible to givg the
whole that are scattered through his memoirs.

“ Conspiracies,” he says, *-%re often foolish, but there
is nothing like them for making prudent people in the
end, at least for some time. As the danger in this sort of
affair lasts even after the affair itself, one is obliged to
be cautious and circumspcet in the times that follow.”

1 am persuaded that greater qualities are requisite
to form a good party leadcr, than to form a good® em-
peror of the universe ; and that amongst the qualities
which compose that character, rcsolution walks side by
side with judgment. 1 speak of that heroic judgment
the principal use of which is to distinguish what is ex-
traordinary from what is impossible.”

“ The great secret for those who are entering upon
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great employments is, in the first instance, to seize
upon men’s jmagination by some action, or some cir-
cumstance, which renders them remarkable.”

¢ To condescend to the least, is the surest means of
equallipg one’s self to the greatest.”

¢ That which draws down a gertain odium upon al-
most all the actions of ministers, eyen the most neces-
sary, is, that in order to accomplish them, they are
oblig surmount obstacles, their griumph over which
never fails to brings with it hatred and envy. When a
considerable opportunity occurs, in which there is no-
thing to be overcome, because there is nothing to combat
~—which, however, is very rare,—it gives to the exercise
of their authority, a pure, innocent, and unmixed lustre,
which does not only ce~~e to strengthen it, but enables
them to draw, in the énd, almost as much credit from
that which th~y do not do, as from that which they do.”

“ One is more frequently the dupe of suspicion than
of confidence.”

“ The Roman empire set up to auction, and the Ot~
toman empire exposed every day to the bowstring, trace
for us, in bloody characters, the blindness of those who
would prove that authority consists in nothing but force.”

¢¢ It sits worse upon a minister to speak follies, than
to commit them.”

¢ It is as dangerons, and often as eriminal, in the eyes
of princes, to have the nower f doing good, as to have
the wish of doing evil.”

“ "The blindest temerity, and the most outrageous fear,
produce the same effects when the danger is unknown.”

¢ It is the nature of fear to deliberate, rather than to
decide.”

¢ In popular bodies, the blindness of the well-inten-
tioned (in regard to revolutionary measures) is, in ge-
neral, followed closely by the clear-sightedness of those
who mix the spirit of faction with the public interests,
and who see the future and the possible, while the rest*
think of nothing but the present and the apparent.”

* 1 have heen obliged to translate this maxim freely, in order to render
it intelligible. De Retz was speaking of the parliament of Paris, and
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¢ One should never trifle with those who hold in
their hands the royal authority. Whatever defects they
may have, they are never insignificant enough not to
require, that we should either conciliate them, or ruin
them entirely. THeir enemies ought never to gontemn
them, because they sre the only people in the world
who never ought to,be contemned.”

¢ Licence is one of the most irremediable evils which
are atiached to faction ; and it is very great, ipgsmuch
as that sort of licence which does not suit the faction
is almost always fatal to it, becausc it decries it in pub-
lic estimation.”

¢ Nothing persuades people of little sense so much
as that which they do not understand.”

‘ Party leaders are no longer masters of their party,
than while they can foresee murmurs, or appease them.”

“ It is as necessary to guard one’s vsords in great
affairs, as it is superfluous to choose them in trifles.”

‘We must add one more example, though the doctrine
inculeated is both so false and dangerous, that the first
clausc of the maxim was retorted upon De Retz himself
when he opposed one of the more vielent proceedings
which the Fronde was about to adopt. ¢ Morality in
public aifairs has much greater latitude than in private;
but 1t is always judicious not to make use of that lati-
tude without extreme precaation, because there js no-
thing but success which justifies it: and who can be
answerable for success?” Few, indeed, of the maxims
of De Retz will be found, on close examination, to he
unexceptionable in point of morality ; but they all show
grreat, though irregular genus, and mingle, as he did in
his Iife, the wisdom of the statesman with the subtlety
of the party leader.

mingled up with his general reflection terms eolely applicable to that
body ; vet the maxim was »0 importaut that I did not choose to omit jt.
1 think 1t right, however, to subyoin the orignal, lest 1 be accused of
wilful mustransiation :—** L'aveuglement des bien intentionnds en cette
matitre est swivi, pour Pordinaire, bientot api&s, de la péuétration de ceux
qui mélent 1a passion de 1a faction dans les mtérdts publics, et qu voient
le futur et le possible, dans le temps que les compagnies 1églées ne son-
gent qu’au présent et & apparent.”
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JEAN BAPTISTE COLBERT; MARQUIS DE
SEIGNELAI.

L3
BorN 1619, pren 1683,
i .

Tne difficulties which in all countries beset the path of
men who with great talents but little interest endeavour
to force their way up the steep and laborious ascent of
ambition were under the ancient government of France
more numerous than in any other land. Distinctive
privileges, a rigid syst.,n of tquette, and a government
of favoritism, closed against genius all access to
power, unless’ the aspirant was marshalled on his way
by high rank, or led by a Jong train of cminent ances-
tors ; and the venality of every department of the state,
under Louis XI11. and Louis X1V., rendered wealth
also necessary in general to open the way to authority.
That Colbert should rise from obscurity to eminence
at such a period, and from an inferior station, should
climb to the height of power, solely supported by his
own abilities, is enough to show that those abilities
were, of # very extraordinary kind : but at the same
time it does high honcar to the miuister who first
discovered them. To show what werc the obstacles
which he had to overcome, what the difficultics which
obstructed his way, it is necessary to inquire into the
carly events of a period in that_great minister's career
which was not otherwise distinguished.

After Colbert by the vigour of his genius had raised
himself to the highest pitch of authority, and had, by
the exercise of the power he had obtained, created
for himself an eminent station in the history of his
country, a number of those men who are incapable of
scparating the idea of intrinsic dignity from worldly
station, laboured hard to prove that the minister was
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descended from a long line of illustrious personages,

and endeavoured to diminish the greatness of his rise by

elevating his original station in life. It is very clear,

however, that the family from which Colbert sprung

was at the period of his birth in very infifferent

circumstances. Tha# it was noble is certain from the

fact of several members thereof being found filling

offices which could alone be occupied by persons in

the class then demominated in France by @ term

gentilhomme. It must be remembered, however, that

the aristocracy of France itsclf was subdivided into

classes, and that the utmost to which an individual of
the smaller noblesse could pretend with any prospect of
success, was the attainment of some inferior office,

either in the law, the churcly or the army. The

higher stations in the court and the camp we find -
almost uniformly filled by persons beldnging to the

higher familics, whose wealth and influence commanded

that cousideration with the monarch or the minister

which the lower grades, the nobility of the robe, or the

provinces, could not attain ; and all that any mnember

of the fanily of Colbert could reasonably hope for, as

the utmost object of ambition, was some post of dig-

nity in the parliaments, cither of the capital or the

provinces.

Jean Baptiste (‘olbert was the son of Nichols ¢ '#lbert,
whom we find qualitied as logt of Vandiere, but, in fact,
a small proprictor in Champagne, living, we have reason
to believe, principally by the sale of wine produced on
his estate ; and adding thereanto, we are told, at an after
period, a lucrative trade in silk and oil, probably the
produce of some other estate, as general comerce was
prohibited to persons of his class. The futwe minister
was horn at Rheims in 1619%, and was at first, it scems,
destined for the humble occupation of a notary.  Of his
early education we have very few details, but there is
every reason to believe that in regard to many branches
of knowledge it was considerably neglected ; while on

* Some say at Paris,
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those' ppints in regard to which his genius afterwards
developed itself, g0 ‘greatly, he possessed -advantages
which were not common te persons in his station of
life. It seems admitted by all, that opportunities were
affordedsim, though for what purposes we do not know,
of travelling through almost everyspart of France; and
he thus stored his mind with a species of knowledge
which proved of the utmost utility to him in his
after «.~.er. He seems at a very -zarly age to have
devoted himself to study the resources and productions
of his native.country : and we are told that he showed a
strong disposition for those arts and sciences, which,
when in power, it was his glory to support and en-
courage: Of this early taste. however, we have no very
distinct instances rece: lgd : aml we may naturally sus-
pect that panegyrists have supposed the early talents
they commemorate, when they do not produce any
proofs of their having existed.

While Colbert was thus advancing toward manhood,
and acquiring both by travel and study that information
which he afterwards employed so well, other ecir-
cumstances, over which he himselt had no control,
were combining to lead him into a different path from
that in which fortune had originally conducted his foot.
steps. A near relation of his father, Jean Baptiste,
seigncar (2 Pouange, one who there is reason to
believe had acted as godfather to the future statesman,
had some time before married the sister of the well
known Michael le Tellier, whe in the latter part of the
reign of Louis XIII. occupied several posts in the
administration, and who under the government of
Mazarin became, from thg favour in which he stood
with ghe cardinal, a personage of greater importance
than he had appeared while the more powerful mind of
Richelieu exercised all the ministerial functions of the
state. Whether Pouange had sufficient discrimination
to discern, in the opening mind of Colbert, the germ of
those splendid talents which were destined to raise
Aim far above his early patrons, or whether kindred
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affection alone induced hint to exest: his intergst in'
favour of his young relation, we ‘canhet’ pow discover.
He, however, was the first who introduced Colbert into
the political paths which he never. afterwards ceased to
follow, and presenting him to Le Tellier;.obtaifed for
him some small post®in the office of the: secretary of
state. Le Tellier, well satisfied with' His diligence, ac-
tivity, and zeal, employed him in various transactions
of some importauce; and, in the troublous tims# that
succeeded during the wars of the Fronde, the double
banishment of Mazarin, the expulsion of the court from
Paris, and the constant intrigues by which the contend-
ing factions impeded the government, interrupted the
commerce, and ruined the finances of the state, Colbert
remained attached to the ministey who had been his first
patron, and found various opportunities both of display-
ing his talents and proving his fidelity. *

An anecdote is told regarding his first introduction to
Mazerin which mustnot bepassed over in silence, although
it only rests upon that general report which forms the
usual but suspicious foundation of most of the minor par-
ticulars which we receive concerning the early lives of
great men. It is well known that during the exile of
Mazarin hoth Anue of Austria and Le Tellier kept up an
uninterrupted correspondence with the absent minister,
and ruled the state, and struggled with the {.#ions
which convulsed it, under thg dictation of the cardinal.
‘There were periods, however, when the attachment of
the queen to her absent thinister seemed shaken, and
would probably have given way entirely, had it not
been for the fidehity of Le Tellier, who took care to
warn Mazarin of all that passed to his disadvantage. It
is thus probable that many of the letters of Angre of
Austria, which were never intended for the eye of the
minister, were communicated to him during his absence
from France ; and on one of these occasions Colbert is
said to have been despatched by Le Tellier to Sedan, bear--
ing a letter written by the queen, which he was ordered
to show to the minister, but on no account to‘léave in
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his possession. Mazarin, however, sought to retain the
letter, and endeavoured by every means to drive the
young messenger from Sedan without it. Colbert per-
sisted, and, notwithstanding both the artifices and the
threats “of the exiled minister, bore back the letter to
Le Tellier. On the cardinal’s friumphant return to
France, and re-establishment in the office of prime
minister, he desired Le Tellier to-find for him some per-
son worthy of confidence, to whome he could trust the
writing of various important papers, and Colbert was
presented to him as one well qualified for the office.
Mazarin instantly recotlected his face, but forgot the cir-
cumstances under - "ich he had beisre scen him, and
questioned the young statesinan upon the subject.  Col-
bert, it seems, was n.w,alaaned for the consequences of
his former pertivacity : but when Mazarin heard the
facts, he speddily relieved the secretary’s mind, by bid-
ding him only serve him with the same fidelity which
on that occasion ke had displayed in the scrvice of
another.

Not only did the services of Colbert give entire sa-
tisfaction to Mazarin, but his extraordinary genius for
affairs of state became very soon apparent to the keen
eyes of the minister. From that moment Colbert did
not cease to be encaged in the most confidential con-
cernsdof she cabinet. and in mployments which were,
perhaps, more favouruble to his advancemcent than
even his public occupations, namely, in the domestic
affairs of the minister himself.  'T'here is reason to be-
lieve that, for a considerable time, he aided Mazarin in
regulating his household, in cutting off all unnecessary
branches of expenditure, and in cnabling the cardinal
to meintain an appearance of the greatest splendour at
the least possible expense. IHis talents for finance
thus became fully displayed to the eyes of his patron;
and when the insolence of Fouquet induced Mazarin to
punish him, by embarrassing the execution of his func-
tions as superintendent of finance, and withdrawing
from his administration a number of the branches
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over which the superintendents had formerly exercised
control, he employed the talents of Colbert in the
management and application of the sums thus placed at
his dlsposal
We may suppnse that the jealousy which wds thus
, excited between Colbeft and Fsaquet might have been
dangerous to the fortner, bad not the power of Mazarin
and the generosity of his rival been his defence ; and it
would ‘seem that #ny enmity which existed s, in
truth, far more upon the part of Colbert than on that
of Fouquet. It i< probable. indeed, that the super-
intendent, holding as he did t - wcond office in the
state, and shicldeu ¢ en ‘rom the re~entment of Mazarin
by aa officc of consideration in the parliament of
Paris, loni+l down upon the 1ging statesman, whose
i‘llc:m. Iy dik aot know, and consid.red him unworthv
of | .llh' in that indignation which hé felt towards
she et himself, \Vht-lhu' any of the exactions
v, tle pat of Mazarin, which. by cmbarrassing the
finouves, pro ed vinmately the tuin of Fouquet, were de-
siwed by Cobuerr proteeded alon £ the avariece or
malos of the 1 wimces, we cannot now discover ;
bat i’ Feaqurt heid € ubert eheap durimg his first steps
towa~de ,ower, the proots of ability which he daily
gave, and 19 creasing distinetion with which he was
treateaq by the minister, vught soon to hase Jfened
the oves of the superintendept.  He speedily received
the high f.our of heing appointed counsellor of state,
an office v obtain which Richelicu himself labourcd
for manv years unsuccessfully ; and step by step,
and day 'y day, he rose in station and in importance.
Various suissions requiring a skilful negotiator, and im-
plying the utmost contidence in the genius and fidelity
of the envoy, are said to have been intrusted to the care
of the mising statesman. One of the principal of these
miszions was to the court of Rome, a court in re-
gard to which no one knew better than Mazarin the
necessity of the kecnest discrimination, the coolest
self_possession, and the most persevering firmness, even
VOL. 111 1
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on the smallest points. The object, too, of the negotia«
tion—viz. thereconciliation of the cardinal de Retz with
the court of France —required equal skill, coolness, and
resolution ; and, if no mistake be made by the early bio-
graph.rs of the stateswan®*, the choice of Colbert by
Mazarin evinces that, long before others had discovered
the abilities of that great minister, the clear-sighted
Italian had perceived his latent powers under his cold
and somewhat repulsive exterior.

It is probable that the cardinal was not unaware
that, in employing Colbert in the intricate details of
foreign policy, he did not give his genius that field
in which it was best calculated to act ; but it is not
impossible that Mazarin. who Lad cause to suspect
both Lionne and L. Leliv in regard to some former
transactior in which D Retz was concerned, could
not place su"h firm reliance in any of those who sur-
rounded him as he could in Colbert. Another ob-
ject of his mission to Rome was to engage the pope to
perform some promises which had been made by his
predecessor in regard to the restitution of the duchy of
Castro to the duke of Parma, and he was also employed
to obtain from various courts in 1taly succours of men
and money, for the purpose of co-operating with the
French army in defending the Isle of Candia, then me-
nacal by the Turks. In nene of these negotiations,
however, was Colbert sucressful in any great degree : the
princes of Italy were too poor and too much exhausted
by long wars and contentions to aftord any important
aid in an enterprise of so little interest to themselves ;
and a quarrel between the courts of Irance and Rome,
regarding a mere point of ceremony, caused Colbert to
retirg from the pontifical state with some degree of pre-
cipitation.

While thus employed in negotiations less suited
to his genius, Colbert was of course debarred from

# T have heen induced to express a doubt, because 1 have seen it asserted
that this mission was fulfilled by the brother of Colbert, afterwards so ce-
Iul;ralt;-d as & negotiator. All the early histones of Colbert, however, assign
it to um. :
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exercising those functions, in which he had previously
displayed such great ability. But Mazarin, who had
now tried him in two departments, immediately replaced
him in the situation from which he had been for a time
removed, and employed him to the last day of Ris life
in the direction of tRosc branches of finance which
he retained under h!s own immediate superintendence.
What was absolutely the officc which Colbert held
during the life of Mazarin is very difficult to asceptain.
The simple post of councillor of state gave no import-
ant functions to perform ; and it is cvident that the
future minister was actively employed for many years
before the death of the cardinal. Voltaire declares that
he was intendant or steward of Mazarin's household,
which is confirmed by La Tlougsaye ; but, in his will,
the minister himself speaks of _another person named
Picon, as exercising that office ; and it wWas not till a
few days previous to the decease of the cardinal that
Coibert was named by the king intendant of finance —
a post subordinate to that of Fouquet, and which had
remained for some time unfilled, as useless.

It secms certain, however, that Mazarin, as he felt that
his own career was approacbing its termination, lost no
opportunity of opening the way for Colbert, and that he
took means to bring him constantly in communication
with the young king. Endeavouring hastily toerepa®, at
the end of life, his negligence jn regard to the education
of Louis, the cardinal laboured zealously during the latter
months of his existence to instruct his royal pupil in
the duties of a monarch, and in the science of policy ;
and it would seem that, in regard to finance, where he
must have felt his own deficiency, he employed Colbert
to give the necessary information to the king. No,ser-
vice could be more important to both parties than was
thus rendered by Mazarin to Louis and Colbert ;" and
in favour of the latter he spoke long and eloquently to the
young monarch, ending an eulogium, such as Mazarin
seldom pronounced upon any one, by the remarkable
words, “Sire, 1 owe your majesty every thing ; but X

12
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believe I can repay you in a great degree by giving you
monsieur Colbert.”” His own confidence in the young
statesman he showed to be unbounded, by the whole te-
nour of his will, which intrusted to Colbert all his private
papery, and the entire management of those affairs which
he most wished to keep veiled from the general eye. He
left him also considerable legacies,” and named him one
of his executors ; but the best gift he bestowed upon
himewas the confidence of the king, which Colbert
never lost by imprudence or insolence ; but the first
use that he made of which, left the darkest stain upon
his own memory.

No sooner were the eyes of Madzarin closed than
intrigue and cabal commenced at the court of France,
and every one whou had the slightest prospect of suc-
cess strove eagerly to wigratiate themselves with the
young mon.rch, in hopes of obtaining the favour
and the post of the dead minister.  Colbert alone,
either perceiving that a great interval still existed
between himself and the height of power, or aware of
the advice of Mazarin, and of the intentions of the king,
made no effort to obtain that for which so many strug-
gled. He applied himself alone to increase the favour
which opened before him the prospect of future great-
ness, and to remove from his path that enemy who
obstructa! his progress in the course for which he felt
his talents to be pecuharlv suited.  Although Mazarin
had had the dissimulation to name Fouquet one of the
executors of his will, yet there is little doubt that, to
the last day of his lifc, he continued to entertain a
malignant hatred towards the unfortunate superintend-
ent, and had represented his conduct to the king in a
lighy. the most likely to ruin an imprudent minister with
a proud and ostentatious monarch. He left behind
him’also in the councils and confidence of the king two
men who entertained towards Fouquet a like hatred,
though modified by their own peculiar characters.

The secretary of state, Le Tellier, looked upon Fouquet
as a rival more to be feared than any other in the ambi-
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tious course which the death of Mazarin had opened to
his endeavours. He hated him for his popular talents, his
extensive views, his magnificent projects ; and he feared
him for that ascendency which his generous nature and
courteous demeanour had gained over the greateg part
of the court, and for the favour in which he scemed to
stand with the young monarch himself. Colbert, on his
part, did not fear Fouquet, but he hated him none the
less. In the first place, he regarded him as agman
whom he had aided to injure — the broadest and most
unshakeable basis for everlasting animosity : in the next
place, he looked upon him as an impediment in his
way, and as the possessor of that peculiar office which
he himself was calculated by nature to fill ; but there
might be other motives not quite so ungenerous, which
Jjoined with personal views to give force and activity
to the animosity of Colbert. By naturee a financier,
Colbert could not behold the dissipation of the royal
treasures, the exactions of mercenary collectors, the
impositions and corruptions of thbse who farmed the
revenues, and the boundless and the heedless expendi-
ture of the superintendent himself, whose function and
duty as a minister was to save as well as to provide, with-
out feeling all the better principles of bis nature roused
up, both against a system which was daily producing
fresh misery to the people and fresh embarras mengs to
the state, and against a man, who neglected his duty,
squanderul wealth not his ‘own, plunged his sove-
reign in difficulties, and loaded his country with a
burden too heavy to be borne.  Such was the man he
beheld in Fouquet ; and, totally without those popular
manners on which his rival valued himself, frugal, if not
parsimonious in his own habits, as well as cold and
severe by natural character, it is probable that he lodked
upon the courteous demeanour of the superintendent,
kis lavish generosity, and his easy good humour, with
utter contempt, and on the admiration which they pro-
duced in the multitude with anger and dissatisfaction.
Whatever might be the motives of his enmity towards
13
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Fouquet, whatever just cause the vices of the superinten-~
dent might afford him for censure and disparagement, the
effect produced upon his own mind displayed failings, if
we may term them by so mild a name, much more de-
testable than those which called them forth. Malignity
of the darkest.kind, duplicity of the meanest sort, and
that iniquitous and persevering enmity which, unsatis-
fied with simple justice, immolates a victim instead of
puniching a criminal. Scarcely was Mazarin dead,
when the cabals against Fouquet commenced ; and Le
Tellier and Colbert went hand in hand to work his
ruin. The latter, indeed, had very little ostensible in-
fluence, but his real power of injuit.ng was rendered
the greater by that very /ivcumstance. Every one
expected that a prine mraster would be immediately
appointed to relivve ‘th king from the fatigues of
governing his + ople, — fatigues to which he had never
been accustomed, and which seemed alike unsuited to
his youth and tempersment.  All courted, all flattered,
all waited impatientl; to sec where the power-confer-
ring smile would be bestowed. At length one of the
inferior functionaries ventured to demand of the king to
whom they were in future to address themselves regard-
ing the affairs of state.  T'ome,” replied the monarch ;
and, according to the advice of Mazarin, he thence-
forward anpiied himself diligently to perform the real
duties of a king, without intrusting the mighty power
placed by God in his hauds to be exercised by others.
Still the eyes of the courtiers were not opened.
They conceived that the mind of the young monarch
would soon be fatigued by all the dry details and labo-
rious inquiries which must necessarily occupy a sove-
reign who rules for himself; and they flattered themselves
that the course of government would gradually fall into
its oid channel, and a favourite or a minister be found
necessary. The pleasing manners of Fouquet seemed
not to have been without their effect upon Louis;
and there appears to be little doubt that, though he
never intended for a moment to raise him to the situa-
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tion of Mazarin, he sincerely desired to retain him in
the post which he already occupied, to correct him of his
faults, and to direct his genius to better endeavours. The
golden opportunity was before Fouquet, had he chosen
to have availed himstlf of it; but for years he had gone
on in the same course qf profusion, voluptuousness, and
rimprudence. He had embarked upon a wide and rapid
stream, when the sun was shining and the day serene,
and now, carried away by the torrent, he could n% re-
turn to the shore Wlxli‘ll storms had arisen and threaten-
ing clouds obscured the horizon. He determined to
pursue his course, and endeavour to ride out the tempest.
Instead of retrenching his expenses, regulating his ac-
counts, exertinghis greatabilities, relieving the people, and
economising the royal finances, he determined to deceive
the king by the perplexity of his ffhancial statements, or to
weary him by their length and intricacy. Put he forgot
that there was such a wan a< Colbert, and knew not
that with him every night the kigg held long consult-
ations in private, in which the falljcies of his statcinents
were proved, the intricacies of his accounts unravelled,
their tedious length abridged, and the whole made clear,
even to the mind of a prince unaccustomed to business,
but by no incaus deficient in natural penetration.  Had
he known that such was the case, it is more than
probable that he would have felt himself compelicd to
follow a wiser and more upright line of condu®t, fetling
that he was placing in the *hands of a rival and an
enemy the most tremendous arms to be employed
against himself.  Whether Colbert did or did not use
those arms ungenerously, —whether he did not add in-
sinuations and accusations to the truths which the exa-
minations of Fouquet’s state papers clicited,— cannot now
be told ; but it is certain that every morning the council
assembled at the palace, and Fouquet made his report ;
that every evening that report was examined, and its
fallacies exposed by Colbert: and so far, it is impossible
to blame either the king or his confidant ; the one was
Jjustified in obtaining every assistance to ascertain the
14
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real state of his dominions and the fidelity of his ser-
vants, and the other wm by his duty to give his
monarch every aid in ing the difficult but ne-
cessary truth.

The, conduct of the king and Colbert, however, did
not continue through the whale affair so just or so
honourable. Louis gave the syperintendent ample’
opportunities and sufficient warning: he demanded
sta ts, he required explanations, he pointed out de-
falcatlons, and he showed much .mildness in listening
to excuses, and great forbearance in giving time for
amendment. How long this forbearance would have
continued, had the judgment of the monarch been left
unprejudiced, cgnnot be told ; but it is clear that the
adversaries of Fouqu.eét touk care to instil into the
mind of the king other and less justifiable suspicions
than those regurding his fidelity as a minister of finance.
Louis was taught to believe that the designs of Fouquet
were of a daring angd criminal nature; that he held
communications of ;2 very doubtful character with
foreign nations, and that his influence in France itself,
acquired by the immense resources at l.s command,
was far greater than a subject ought ‘o possess, and
such as might prove infinitely dangerous to his sove-
reign. He was said to be fortifying Belle Isle, for the
purpose of securing a retreat against the wrath of his
king, or of giving it up to the Euglish as a price
for their protection. Hi¢ party was said to be so great
that it would be dangerous to arrest him in Paris; and
the king very soon determined to punish a minister
whom he had long known to be unworthy of his confi.
dence, and whom he now learned to look upon with
apprehension as well as indignation.

Culbert, determined to dissimulate himself, easily
taught the monarch to dissimulate also, and for &
considerable time Fouquet was deceived with great
art, both by the monarch and the rival statesman.
The objections and reproofs of the king seemed to
have ceased ; the superintendent was taught to believe
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that his favour was increasing; new honours and pro-
spects of fresh advan raised up before his
eyes; and the office of Jiie minister was skilfully
held out to his ambition, to lull his suspicions and lure
him on towards hi¢ fate. The motives of these pre-
cautions were manifqJd ; but the principal one, or

" rather that which was made the most ostensible to the
king, was in itself weak and ebsurd. This was, the
danger of resistange on the part of Fouquet's friends
throughout the country, — a danger *hat was effectly
unreal and imaginary ; but as it had been put forward
in order to animate the kirg against Jhe superintendent,
Colbert and those who had us . in that manner were
obliged to act in every other respe.. ag if it had been
real. The other motives, however, were more solid.
Fouquet, besides his post of suPerintendent of finance,
was also one of the procureurs généraug of the par-
liament, and, as long as he possessed that office, the
undoubted privileges of the body to which he belonged
must have prevented the possxbﬂl} of his being tried in
the summary r. nner which suited the arbitrary disposi-
tion of the king anc ~  2r o, ‘ty o” his political
end personal enemies.  _esides wuis, e was supported in
power by the favour of t. queen-mother ; and also, as
a great many sums were ir arrear, it was found ne-
cessary to obtain, by his means, fresl: supphes for carry-
ing on the business of the swte, and to “maké® use
of him for the interests of those who, for their own
interests, were soon to destroy ..im.

The two first of these impediments in the way of
his arrest,— viz. his position in the magistracy, and
his protection by the queen-mother, — were removed
by the arts and intrigues of Colbert. The latter was
accomplished without great difficulty ; for though AAnne
of Austria was firm in her friendships, and perti-
nacious against opposition, yet superstition, superior
in her mind to every other principle, might always
be successfully employed to overcome her partiali-
ties. - The young king’s reverence for her who had
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guided his early years and carried him safely through a
long minority, marked by the turbulence and rebellion
of his subjects, was far too great to admit of any serious
measures being adopted against a man protected by the
queen-mother ; but two nuns of a cbnvent, which Anne
of Austria was in the habit of vigiting frequently, were
skilfully employed to persuade her,that the ruin of the
superintendent would be pleasing to God. Unhappily
for Fougquet it happened that his life afforded too many
subjects of accusation to his enemies, and, in the present
instance, too fair a pretext for representing him as
marked out for divine vengeance. Anne of Austria
was persuaded, that to shield him by her protection
against the anger of her son and the malice of his
enemies would be an act of resistance to the will of
Heaven ; and she gave lier consent to his dismissal from
power, though she reserved the right to plead her
influence in mitigation of any punishment which might
be assigned to his offepces.

To induce him t resign his office in the parlia-
ment was a far more difficult matter; but this also
was accomplished by the skill and diligence of Colbert
and Le Tellier. Louis XIV. could hardly fail under
the guidance of Mazarin to acquire the art of de-
ceit, and through life he showed that dissimulation
was, in his eyes a most kingly virtge; but never
throughoult the course of his long reign did he dis-
play more consummate nypocrisy than towards the
unfortunate Fouquet. No sooner had he given up
the hope of reforming the superintendent, and de-
termined upon his fall, than his whole manner changed
towards him ; but instead of displaying the severity
which existed in his bosom, he assumed the appearance
of féelings directly opposite to those by which he was
veally influenced, received his falling minister with
every demonstration of increasing favour, and cast a
veil of smiles over the frowning purposes of his heart.
Every thing was arranged in such a jpanner as to
induce Fouquet to believe that his elevation to the
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station of prime minister would speedily take place, and
at the same time agents were employed skilfully to
insinuate, that the only obstacle which existed was the
post he held in the Earliament. The blue riband of the
order of St. Louis was also held out to his amhition;
but it was urged that the king, who had just been
® obliged to bestow that decoration upon the first president
of the parliament, could not well bestow a second order
upon another memper of that body. .

In the blind confidence of uninterrupted prosperity
Fouquet had never guarded against adversity, and he was
the last man on earth to distrust the smiles of fortune.
Perceiving that it*was the king’s wish he should sell his
post in the parliament, he took no pains to examine
why the king should wish it, but followed the lure that
was held out for him, and dfSposed of his office of
procureur. With the profuse liberality which charac-
terised all his actions, he carried the sum which the
sale produced to that branch the public revenue
called the épargne; and he who #§ the times of trouble
had sold his own private property to supply the ne-
cessities of the state, now lent the king from his own
funds the sum of a million of livres, at the very mo-
ment that his fall was determined. H

All obstacles were now removed, but yet Louis
temporised; and long after he had resolved té, par-
sue the unfortunate superintendent with tlle utmost
rigour, he accepted an invilation from Fouquet to
a magnificent féte, given at the minister’s beauti-
ful seat called Vaux, where every thing that was
splendid, graceful, or luxurious, was collected to en-
tertain the monarch and his court. Nothing which
had yet been seen in France equalled the costly bril-
liancy of the féte at Vaux, and none of the foyal
dwellings could at all compare with the mansior and
the grounds in which it was given. But Fouquet, if he
hoped to please his royal master by such an ostentatious
entegtainmeﬂ&udly misunderstood the human heart.
Louis saw himself outdone in splendour by a subject,
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and therein received an offence which he could never
forgive. Every thing that was collected for his plea-
sure or his amusement was viewed as the effects of an
insolent rivalry, in which love was said to have been_
not without its share ; and an accidental circumstance,
with which Fouquet himself had nothing to do, in-
creased the king's anger, and gave -point to the insinu- '
ations of Colbert. Over all the house, and throughout
all the decorations, were to be seen skilfully painted the
device of Fouquet’s family, consisting of a squirrel, with
the motto Quo non ascendam #—< Whither will I not
rise?”” Louis, who did not understand Latin, caused the
motto to be translated to him, and found, or affected,
fresh indignation at it> ambitioue tendency. The
courtiers remarked, however, the singular fact, that the
squirre] was represented every where as pursued by a
snake, whichewere the arms of Colbert; and the ma-
licious deductions that 'were thence drawn were but too
well justified by the ?‘nduct of the statesman. Louis's
anger is said to ha'e been raised so high, that he
meditated and even proposed to those around him the
indecent act of arresting Fouquet in the midst of the
festivities which had given so much offence. He was
pirsuaded to refrain, however, by the queen-mother ;
and shorgly after, on the 20th of August, 1661, took his
departuire for Nantes, having previously caused several
detachmenits of troops to murch secretly into Britanny.
Fouquet followed with the rest of the courtiers, and was
treated with increasing favour. He received, nevertheless,
various intimations of his denger ; but, deceived by the
artful demeanour of the king, he took no precautions, and
could not be persuaded to fly. On the morning of his
arrest he went boldly to the council, though privately
inforined of what was likely to take place, transacted
his. business with the monarch as usual, and then-
retired, followed from the anteroom by a crowd of
courtiers, who mistook the setting for the ascending
star. Artagnan, commander of the first company of
the king's musketeers, had. already reseived orders to
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arrest him, but lost sight of him in the crowd, and
could not overtake him till he was some distance from
the palace. Fouquet it would seem had by this time
conceived some suspicion that the intimations of danger
which had been given him were but too true¥ and
,he was walking on with very hasty footsteps and an
absent air, when Aftagnan came up with him in the
square of the cathedral, and notified to him the order
for his arrest. Tlfe flatierers who surrounded hinf fled
like clouds before the wind, but Fouquet himself bore
his reverse with unshaken firmness: he offered no com-
plaint, he expressed no surprise, but merely turning to
one of his servants who was near, he said, ¢ Let the
king be obeyed in Belle Isle,” as if he at length com-
prehended the nature of someeof the insinuations by
which his enemies had poisoned the mind of the
monarch, He was immediately eonducted to the castle
of Angiers ; and the facility withgrhich every thing con-
cerning his apprehensior® was c{ducted showed how
little cause there was for the fdrs which had been
entertained in regard to arresting him in Paris. Several
other persons were apprehended with Fouquet ; but the
best account of the whole affair is given in a letter from
the king himself to Anne of Austria ; and the pictare of
duplicity which is therein displayed is not unworthy of
Preservation.

Letter from Louis XIV. to Anne of Austria.

“ Madam, my Mother,

T have already written to you this morning the
execution of the orders which I had given for arresting
the superintendent, but I wish now to send you, the
details of this affair. You know that for some time I
have had it at heart, but it was impossible to do it
sot ver, because I wished first to make him pay 30,000
crowns for the marine, and, moreover, that there were
a great many things to be settled, which could not be
done in a day,%nd you cannot imagine the trouble I
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have had even in finding the means of spesking teo
Artegnan in private; for I am overwhelmed all day
long by a number of sharp people, who on the slightest
sign might have seen deeper than | wished. Neverthe-
less,- two days ago, I ordered him to hold himself
ready, and to make use of Du Claveau and Maupertuis
in the absence of the maréchaux des logis and brigadiers
of my musketeers, the greater part of whom are ilL
I wius very impatient, indeed, that all this should be
finished, not having any thing else to keep me in this
place. At length, this morning, having come to do
business with me according to custom, I kept him
amused, sometimes with one thing, sometimes with
another, and pretended te be searching for papers until,
through the windows of my cabinet, I saw Artagnan in
the court of the castle, and I then suffered the superin-
tendent to o, who, after having talked for a few
minutes with La Feuillade, disappeared just as he was
bowing to Le Tellier" so that poor Artagnan fancied he
had missed him, and sent Maupertuis to tell me that he
suspected some one had told him to escape. But
he overtook him in the square of the cathedral, and
arrested him in my name towards mid-day. He
demaanded the papers that he had upon him, amongst
which they tell me I shall find an account of the true
stat. of Relle Isle ; but I have so many other things to
do that I have not been gble to see them yet. Never-
theless, I have commanded monsieur Boucherat to go
and seal up every thing at the house of the super-
intendent, and monsieur Pellot at the house of Pelisson,
whom I have caused to be arrested also. I had pre-
tended that I wish to hunt this morning, and under this
pretext had caused my carriages to be prepared, and
my musketeers to mount. I had also commanded the
companies of guards, who are here, to exercise in the
meadows, in order to have them quite ready to march
upon Belle Isle. No sooner then was the affair done
than they put the superintendent into ome of my
carriages, and conveyed him to the chateau of Angiers,
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followed by the musketeers (who will wait for me
there), while his wife, by my order, goes to Limoges.
Fourille marched instantly to Belle Isle with my
companies of guards, and has orders on their arrival at
the roads to detach Chavigny to command in the*place
,with 100 French and dixty Swiss; and if by chance he
.whom the superintentient placed there should endeavour
to make resistance, I have given him orders to force an
entrance. . ¢
I had at first resolved to wait for news, but all
the orders have been so well given, that, according
to all appearances, the thing cannot fail ; and thus
I shall return without farther delay, so that this is the
last letter I shall write to you upon this journey. I
have since spoken upon this evgnt with the gentlemen
who are here with me, and have told them frankly that
I had formed my project four months agd; that there
was no one who knew of it but yog, and that I had only
commuticated it to monsieur le&ellier two days ago,
that the necessary orders might t§ given. I declared
to them also, that I would have no more superintend-
ents, but would labour at the finances myself, with
faithful persons to act under me, knowing that that was
the true means of securing myself abundance, and of
relieving my people. You will have no difficulty in
believing that many a one was out of countenamce ; ut
1 am well pleased that they should see that 1 am not
the dupe they imagined, and that the best plan is
to attach themselves to me.”

The disgrace of the unfortunate Fouquet was not
sufficient for his implacable enemies; and Le Tellier
and Colbert, labouring together, used every effort to
bring him to the scaffold. An extraordinary com.-
mission was appointed to try him at the arsenal, and
during three years he was tortured by the prolongation
of proceedings, in which every existing law, every form
of justice, and every principle of equity, were equally
violated. The chancellor Seguier, president of the
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oommip.lion, took part in the whole as an open enemy
of ‘the accused; and the two chief ministers of the
king did not scruple to use all their influence to
obtain his condemnation to the most severe punishment
whidif the law could award. "Le Tellier caballed in
secret, and mainteined some dbgree of ; but
Colbert pursued his enemy withoat disguise,fid with
fierce and fanatical acrimony which Calvin displayed
his ‘persecution of Servetus.  His'conduct gave uni-
versal disgust ; and the injustice which was shown to-
wards the unfortunate superintendent raised him up
friends in adversity more valuable thansall those which
his brighter days had acquired. Even Turenne, who
of all men was the leust infi cted by the bad habit of saying
severe things, which wes then much affected in France,
could not reirain from venting his indignation at the
persecutors of the fallen minister. On some persons
preising in his presepce the moderation of Le Tellier,
while they blamed t')( virulence of Colbert towatds Fop-
quet, the great genef&l replied, “ 1 can very well believe
that monsieur Colbert is more anvious he should be
hanged, and tRat monsieur le Tellier is more afraid that
he should not.”

Day by day the friends of Fouquet became more
bold and active, and the great bulk of the talent and
wit of Maris was anaved in his favour. Hénault
openly attacked Colbert, in a bitter and satirical
sonnet®, which in those ages of despotism might

* The lines were the following : —

Ministre avare et liche, esclave malheurcux,

%ni gémas sur l¢ pouls des affuires pubhques ;
1ctime dévouée aux chagrins pohitiques,

Fantéme révéré sous un titre onbreux.

'Vois combien des grandeurs le comble est dangereux ;
g:n le de Fouquet les funestes rehiques ;

Y s qu'h 82 perte en secret tu t’appliques,
Crains qu'on ne te prépare un destin plus afireux.,

Sa chute quelque jour te peut étre commune,
Crams ton , ton rang, la cour, et la fortune.
Nul ne tombe innocent d'ou I’on te voit mont8,

Cesse donc d*animer ton prince 2 son 8 5
Et, prés d’avoir besoin de toute sa bont¢,
Ne le fals pas user de toute sa justice.
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well have led him to the Bastille, or to exile. The
gonnet, however, ran rapidly through the circles of
Paris, and some one at dength spoke to Colbert upon
the subject ; but that minister had his answer prepared.
« 15 it offensive to the king ?”’ he demtnded ; and"Being
jnformed that it was fRot, he added, ““then it is not

sive 1  But if Golbert meant to persuade
#my one that he was incapable of personal resentments,
he undertook a vairPtask while the trial of Fouquef was
proceeding. Notwithstanding all his efforts, however,
notwithstanding the influence of Le Tellier, and the
iniquitous viralence of Seguier, the majority of the
judges maintained their probity; and though they
Jjustly declared Fouquet guilty of various offences, they
awarded for crimes to whichethe law assigned no
specific punishment the mildest inflictign which it
recognised, namely, that of banishment for life. The
monarch himself, however, now {gtepped in, and with
an, excréise of his authority theSmost unjust, tyran-
nical, and infamous, changed — forSthe word commuted
is not applicable — the sentence of the very judges he
had appointed, and casting from him the beautiful pri.
vilege of showing 1ercy, assumed the baser attribute of
revenge. )

By Louis’s own decree, the dreadful fate of perpe-
tual imprisonment was assigned to the umforturfite
Fouquet, instead of the milder Jot of exile ; and there
can be little doubt that the king was prompted to a step
alike disgraceful to the monarch and the man by the
counsels of Le Tellier and Colbert. It has often been
supposed that both those ministers feared that Fouquet
might return to power ; but although such might be the
case with Le Tellier, whose mind never rose abeve
mediocrity, Colbert could scarcely be supposed to ap-
prehend any thing from a man to whom he was so
superior in regularity, application, firmness, and genius,
It is more probable that the popular qualities and more
graceful accomplishments of Fouquet — qualities which

VOL. 111, K
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but too frequently excite the envy of men whose endow-
ments are of a far higher grade — had long created a
feeling of jealousy in the breast of Colbert, which had
settled into that deadly hatred whigh none but stern and
acuf® minds are capable of feeling. That, Colbert once
having grasped the rule of the finances, Fouquet should
ever be able to snatch it from his* hand was quite im-~
possible, and therefore we cannot suppose that he was,
actuated by any fear of the kind inehis virulent perse-
cution of the superintendent after that unhappy man’s
arrest at Nantes.

Voltaire, indeed, places the appointment of Colbert
to the office of comptroller-general’ of finance in the
year 1664, but ti.at ver; brilliant writer is not always
chronologically correct,, and although I do not possess
documents to prove that the arrest of Fouquet was
immediately fullowed by the promotion of his enemy,
yet all the events whech took place in France between
the year 1661 anf 1664 leave no doubt upon my
mind that the statephent of Auvigny is correct, and that
Colbert received the comptrollership in the former of
those two years.

Without following Fouquet to his sad imprison-
ment at Pignerol, I shall now procced to trace the events
to which I have just referred, and which are clearly
Céibert’ss first steps in that grand scheme of financial
policy which he never geased to follow, till the misfor-
tunes and reverses of his master compelled him to de-
viate from his established principles. The office of
superintendent was suppressed immediately after the
arrest of Fouquet, and Colbert was appointed to the
inferior post of comptroller of finance,—a post which had
been exercised under the superior officers by many
persons of considerable ability, but which now, trans-
acting business under the eye of the king himself,
became one of the first and most influential appoint-

. ments in France.

The change from Fouquet to Colbert was felt in

an equal degree by the king, the courtiers, and the
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people, but felt in a very different manner. Whereas
the monarch had, in former days, been dependent upon
his superintendent for the supplies necessary to the
maintenance of his shousehold and the dignity of his
crown; whereas he had been kept straitened in 1f®ans,
.surrounded by difficultfes, embarrassed with debts, and
frequently obliged to borrow even of his servants the
money which was his own, while they lived in more
than kingly splendour, and scattered forth gifts®with’
more than kingly profusion ; now, on the contrary, care-
ful frugality was rendered apparent in the house of the
minister, and regal magnificence was restored to the
palaces of the monarch. With the courtiers the change
was still greater. Formerly when they came with pro-
jects for plundering the people,eand wringing from the
hard hand of thc laborious the means for supporting
their effeminate luxury, they bhad been received with
smiles and dismissed with thank#q; but now, the knitted
brow and austere glance of the Y:vere and frugal mi-
nister checked intrusion, disap}i»inted flattery, and
awed the baseness of corruption into silence and retreat.
Greater, still greater, was the change with the people. In
other times, when they had heard of an edict of finance,
they ran to hear it read with trembling apprehension,
certain to find that some new means had been discovered
for grinding the faces of the poor, — some fresh d®ice
had been invented to wring from them the uttermost
farthing. But now they saw with astonishment the
promulgation of decrees for relieving them from their
burdens, and they marked with deep gratitude the
efforts of a king and his minister to relieve them under
their wants and woes. Hope, the last possession of
man, the best, the brightest gift of God, had nearly
been trodden out in the hearts of the French people by
years of misery and oppression ; but now it blazed up
once more under the influence of a juster rule, and com-
merce, agriculture, and manufacture, roused themselves
from the lethargy of utter exhaustion, and came to for-
K 2
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ward industry in gathering in the abundant harvest of
nature,

How all this was accomplished requires more detail ;
and to explain the proceedings of: Colbert fully would
dem®id greater space than I can afford to give the sub-
ject in this work. Hitherto the royal revenues of all kinds
had been collected upon the most corrupt system that it
is possible to conceive, — a system which rendered it the
interést of the collectors of all grades to grind to the
uttermost farthing, and to enforce unjust exactions by
every abuse of law ; to plunder those who paid the taxes,
and to cheat those who received thein, —a system which
in every country where it has been used has been found
equally iniquitous and unavailing, and the remains of
which in this country o* England are a disgrace to our
financial sysjem and a burden and oppression to the
people. By this system scarcely a single branch of
revenue in France waginot farmed out to persons called
traitans, in the samezlanner that our posting duties and
public tolls are let outtto contractors. The evils of such an
arrangement were of course enormous, under a profuse
and careless minister; and the farmers of the royal reve-
nue, men of the most corrupt and infamous character,
had grown immensely opulent by the double plunder
of the king and the people. In addition to this, in
tinfés of tiecessity, — and this method of farming the
revenue continually repwoduced those times, — various
sorts of funds had been created upon the most mistaken
and erroneous principles, which farther embarrassed the
finances of the realm. When credit was at a low ebb,
money had been taken up at a most enormous loss, and
at an extravagant rate of interest, so that usurious an-
nuities to an immense extent drained the exchequer
into, which not one half of the nominal consideration
had ever been paid by those who possessed them.
These annuities also were principally in the hands of
the traitans; and against them, in the first instance, all
the severity of Colbert was directed. Law was in that
day and in that country but a very vague and unsatis-
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factory term; and the new minister of finance, though
he abandoned customary forms, and overstepped the
ordinary laws of the land, can hardly be supposed to
have done any thing but substantial justice in his pro-
secution of these farmers of the revenue. Chambers
of justice were established, for the express purpose of
taking cognisance ofetheir peculations: hundreds were
thrown into prison ; their accounts were examined ; their
corruptions exposedy; their enormous fortunes, made by
rapine and pillage, were seized and confiscated ; and the
immense sums which they had gained by their exactions
from the people, or their frauds upon the king, under the
wise and frugal #dministration of Colbert were made
available to the relief of those who had suffered. The
funds also called rentes were paid off—with less assured
equity — to the amount of more tfian eight millions, at the
sum which had been received for them; an® a number of
other corrupt practices which hag been introduced by
his predecessors, and which, for\s momentary relief,
had been compensated by ages of wifficulty, were done
away with by the wise and prudent efforts of the new
minister. Various taxes to the annual amount of three
millions of livres were remitted within a few months
after Colbert undertook the regulation of the finances,
and the people felt themselves at once relieved and
avenged. ° .
Nevertheless, circumstances of great difficulty awaited
Colbert in the very outset ofhis career. Large ex-
portations of grain had at various times taken place
from France: the harvests of 1660 had not been very
abundant; those of 1661 failed almost entirely; and a
severe famine was the consequence. The scarcity was
s0 great that none but people of large fortune cquld
buy the first great necessary of life; and the parliament
of Paris issued an edict, by which merchants were®ex-
pressly forbidden to form any association for trafficking
in grain, while all private persons were prohibited under
severe penalties from hoarding the corn. Colbert, how-
ever, with just views of the paternal character of a
X 3
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monarch, exerted himself conjointly with Louis to sup-
ply the wants of the people ; and his frugal administra-
tion had happily by this time accumulated sufficient
funds to enable the king to buy immense quantities of
grai in foreign markets, and to pour it into the pro-
vinces where the dearth was most severely felt. All
these acts rendered the young king highly popular, and
made him grateful to the minister who either suggested
them or afforded the means for their execution. By
the same acts, also, Colbert himself gained the affection
and applause of those on whom he conferred such in-
estimable benefits, and was contented to be hated and
respected by the court, if he were loved and respected
by the monarch av ! the people. Hand in hand with
these internal proceedinys, Colbert pursued his plan for
raising up orcc more the languishing commerce of his
native countly; for we must remark, as one principal
feature in the charager of this great statesman, that,
unlike most of thgle to whom, unfortunately, the
affairs of governmerys are frequently intrusted, he con-
sidered the welfare or the state as a whole, could compre-
hend, examine, determine upon, execute, every part of
one vast and general design, without neglecting any of the
rest ; that he never sought the benefit of agriculture at
the expense of manufactures, or neglected commerce
for eithg¢r; that the ornamental and the useful arts
occupied his attention alike, and that every detail was
merged in the comprehensive purpose of restoring pro-
sperity to France.

His first efforts were in favour of commerce, which,
during the troublous times of Richelieu, the wars of
the Fronde, and the corrupt rule of Mazarin, had been
negjected by the government, and almost forgotten by
the people.  Fouquet, indeed, had shown some dispo-
sition to make an effort for its revival ; and it would seem
that vague but grand schemes for raising Belle Isle into a
great commercial port, had floated in his mind, and had
even been carried into partial execution. Such, at least,
were the motives asgigned by his friends for the fortifi-
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cations he had made, and the changes he had brought
about at that port: but his fall put an end to those
efforts; and, indeed, by being misunderstood, they only
served to accelerate that fall. Scarcely, however, did
the office of minister of finance fall into the hands
of Colbert, than he also saw the necessity of securing-¥0me
» port upon the northern’ coast of France, and of framing
those commercial alliances with maritime nations which
would insure reciprocal benefits toFrance. A negotiation,
therefore, was corflmenced with Holland, and a treaty
drawn up, consisting of fifty -two articles, many of which
were solely devoted to the arrangement of new commer-
cial relations between the two countries. At the same
time, however, Colbert fixed his eyes upon Dunkirk,
which had been shamefully given up to England not
many years before ; and the great minister, perceiving
the immense importance of that town to his native
country, resolved, if possible, to recover it by peaceable
means, and to render it the pr'xclpal northern port of
France.

The undertaking was a difficglt one, for the pride
and the interest of the English people were equally
bound to its preservation; but the vices and neces-
sities of Charles II. afforded vast opportunities to the
French minister, which he in no degree neglected. The
count d'Estrades, ambassador at the court of London,
one of the most skilful negotiators of the day,» was
directed to use every means to accomplish his purpose.
The creditors of the English king were instigated to
press him for their money : his passions were excited
to seek expensive gratifications ; and the careful minis-
ter of France had already accumulated a sufficient sum to
tempt a needy and unprincipled monarch to forget the
interests and outrage the honour of his people. o The
nation murmured and remonstrated, but in vain ; and
in the year 1662, Dunkirk was sold to France Tor the
sum of 500, 0001, During these transactions, the Dutch
were not inactive in opposing the views of France in
regard to Dunkirk. Possessing a great share of the

x 4



186 FOREIGN SBTATESMEN.

commerce of the north, they viewed with apprehension
the efforts of France to recovet a port so well situated
for commerecial purposes in the northern seas. The
-Proceedings of Colbert, with regard to Dunkirk, opened
th eyes to the nature of his views in the commercial
tre@® which he proposed with themselves.  They saw
that he was determined that Frnnee should at least take:
a part in the commerce of Europe’; and, with a policy
equally short-sighted and selfish, they at first determined
to oppose his proceedings, and, if posdible, to frustrate the
attempt ; not seeing nor comprehending that there is
no natural limit to commercial transactions, and that it
is by no means a necessary consequenge of the increase
of any one state ir comiuercial prosperity that other
countries already enjoyin:- 4 high situation should be pro-
pomonatt. losers , not coraprehending that, with wise and
liberal views, and prudent regulations, the direct con-
trary is the case ; that the ports which are opened
throughout the world, the more occasions exist of dis-
posing of merchan-ligf:; that the more ships traverse
the bosom of the odfan the more rapid is the trans-
mission of produce — the quicker the return of capital
— the greater the circulation of every species of wealth—
the higher the benefit and opportunities of each indivi-
dual. Even when they found that they could not pre-
vent the reunion of Dunkirk with France, they
threfteneds highly not tc sign the treaty which was
under negotiation, declaring that their northern com-
merce would be ruined. They propused a commercial
treaty with England, and even an offensive and defen-
sive treaty with Spain, for the purpose of interrupting
the projects of the French minister, and assumed so
warlike an attitude, that for some time it appeared that
Colbert would have to commence his commercial pro-
Jects by a severe and dangerous war.  One inan, how-
ever, in Holland had wiser views; and the count
d’'Estrades having been sent from London in order to
pacify the states, found a zealous co-labourer in the
celebrated pensionary De Witt, with whose assistance
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and by whose influence the irritated feelings of the

Dutch were quieted, their eyes were opened to a better

view of their own interests, and they were led at length

to co-operate in schemes which they could not prevent. .
The treaty was finally signed ; and though the a}fiagoe
thus established waseof much shorter duration than

Colbert originally intended, it gave him at least time to

re-establish the commerce of France, and to prepare
resources for pupjshing any other state which should
attempt to injure or interrupt it.

As the mind of the reader is already engaged with
this subject, we shall go on for a short time with the
efforts of Colbert to extend the commerce of his
country, leaving his proceedings in favour of arts and
manufactures to be detailed hereafter. The life of
the cardinal de Richelieu had Been spent in struggling
with factions, in contendigg with extern#l and internal
enemies, in overthrowing thos«' ruined fragments of
the feudal system which encumbered the ground of
policy, and left no room for the srection of new insti-
tutions ; and he bhad had no opport‘nity of promoting, in
any great degree, the commercial welfare of the people
whom he ruled. He had, nevertheless, seen the neces-
sity of vigorous measures for that purpose ; and to him
was owing the first establishment of that company of
the Indies which afterwards proved a source_of wqalth
to France. This company flourished but for a short
time under his auspices, and®in the wars which suc-
ceeded the death of Richelieu and Louis XIIY., it
gradually fell into disrepute and inactivity, and finally
selling its possessions in India to the knights of Malta,
was dissolved in the year 1651. On that basis, however,
Colbert now resolved to establish a mew institution.
In the course of the year 1663, and in the beginhing
of 1664, Colbert conceived and drew up the general
project of two new companies, —the one trading to the
West and the other to the East Indies. Though prudent,
economical, and accused by his enemies of parsimony,
no man, where great and important interests were con-
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cerned, had wider views, or a more liberal hand than
Colbert ; no one knew better that pecuniary meanness
can never be combined with great and beneficial enter-
prises ; and whenever he was convinced that there was
a.ssaang probability of the result Being good, no man
displayed a more wise generosity.n providing for every
thing which might insure a favourable event. In act-
ing upon this principle he was, however, most happily
situated : he was the minister of a degpotic monarch, in
a country possessing vast resources ; and it fortunately
happened that the king himself was willing to support
with magnificence those schemes the cost of which
Colbert had calculated with care. .

Had he had to leal with a large body of popular
representatives, he woul! have found much difficulty
in carrying forward auy‘of his great institutions to pro-
ductive maturity, or perhaps might never have undertaken
them at all: for it is ong of the concomitant disadvantages
which are to be set a,gunsl; incalculable benefits in the
nature of a represe n:ftwe government, that there is a
proneness to parsiminious examination of details, an
unwillingness , to entertain great designs, (springing
from the natural paucity, in every country, of men
of vast and comprehensive minds, and a consequent
majority in popular assemblies of people of an in-
ferigr mu,l.lect,) which unwillingness not only embar-
rasses every minister, of very extensive views, but has
also a tendency to contralt to petty purposes and partial
ameliorations, the operations of every administration
which is responsible to such a body. As Colbert was
situated, however, he had but to be convinced himself of
the utility of somé important scheme, and to convince his
master thereof, in order to obtain the necessary means
of carrying it into execution ; and we never find that,
in all the magnificent conceptions with which the mi-
nistry of Colbert teemed, there was the slightest touch
of that niggardly and avaricious spirit which loses its
grasp of great advantages for fear of letting fall from
its opening hand some object quite insignificant in com-
parison.
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No sooner were the two companies of the East
and West Indies projected, than they were carried
forward with the most princely liberality. The king
himself endowed them with a vast sum, and, by
his example and advocacy, did more for their prospasisy-..
than even by the gift.e As we have said before, com-
merce, one of the first sources of a nation’s wealth and
honour, was, by the most absurd of prejudices, held
disgraceful in Fgance to persons descended from the
class of nobles. By the advice of Colbert, however,
Louis declared that all persons might enter into the
commercial company of the Indies without in the slight-
est degree derogating from theirnobility. Understanding,
too, the character of the French people, or perhaps we
might say, the character of mankind, he exerted himself
to render the companies of the Indies an object of
fashionable speculation. The gqueens, tBe princes, the
courtiers, hurried in to make thefr venture with the rest ;
and 2,000,000 of livres was subscribed at the court
of Louis himself, 2,000,000 by the different agents of
finance, and nearly 2,000,000 mo®e by the courts of law
and the body of merchants. Besides thesc sums, the
king lent to the companies, without interest, the enor-
mous sum of 6,000,000, which, four years before, ere
the hand of Colbert guided the finances of the state,
Louis could not have obtained at once had it been tosave
his crown.

Immense exertions were ‘immediately made by the
companies to turn these great resources to the best
account., The possessions of the ancient company
in India were repurchased from the order of Malta ;
a8 number of others were added; amongst which
were Guadaloupe, Martinique, and many other islands.
Cayenne, at the mouth of the river of Amazons,
was peopled by a colony from Rochelle; amd the
vast, productive, and interesting state of Lower Ca-
nada having been taken possession of by the French
settlers, the foundations of Quebec were laid upon the
banks of the river St. Lawrence. In all these transac-
tions Colbert had his share ; and though he intrusted,
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most wisely, the cohmercial enterprises of the companies
entirely to the individuals who composed them, all the
great measures for securing their prosperity and safety
were devised, aided, and enforced by him.

.~ edusthe first step to their proceedings, the duke of Beau-
fort, superintendent of navigation, was commanded to
clear the seas of the pirates which infested the African
coast; and, pursuing them even to their ports, he inflicted
so severe a chastisement upon themg, that the flag of
France remained respected for many years afterwards.
The principal part of the sums mentioned above fell to
the share of the eastern company, or, as it was called,
the Compagnic des grandes Indes; but the company
trading to the Wes: Indics, which comprised the set-
tlements in America, did not receive less support from
the monarch or the minister. The king subscribed
one tenth of* the fuids, and excited his court to
take part in its speculagons. Another company, called
la Compagnie du ord, was subsequently formed in
1669, which also repeived great encouragement, and
produced vast benefils to France. But at the same
time general commerce was in no degree neglected by
Colbert for the purpose of favouring these large asso-
ciations. In order to recall to life a species of industry
which was almost entirely dead, the king gave thirty
frangs per Jon as an encouragement for exportation, and
forty francs for importation; and, to promote the art
of ship-building, which h&d also suffered very severely,
five franes per ton was granted as a reward for every
ship built in a French port.

Such acts must of course be made applicable to
times and circumstances; and while it is admitted
that, at many epochs, such proceedings as those 'fol-
lowed by Colbert might be unnecessary, if not detri-
mental, yet few will deny, who look closely to the
state of France at the time, that any other means
than those adopted by that great minister would have
fallen short of his general purpose of restoring prosperity
to France. The concluding act of the great minister
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for the encouragement and protection of commerce was
the establishment of a general chamber of , assurance in

* the metropolis for securing merchaits from loss at sea.

The first efforts of ¢he kind in France had been made
at the different seaports, and had been undertak&i“By™
individuals ; but the ilnmense benefit which might arise
from & great association for such an object struck Col-
bert as soon as he was made acquainted with the facts,
and, though not® entirely by his design, yet under
his auspices and protection, the central chamber of
assurance was established in the capital with all the fa-
cilities which the royal authority could grant it. The
seaports were allowed to pursue their own course in
regard to local companies of assurance, but every en-
couragement was given to theng to establish a commu-
nication with that of Paris. .

One of the consequences of hi measures in favour of
commerce, however, had an ifimediately detrimental
tendency, which the minister was obliged to remedy by
another step alone applicable to fuch times and such
circumstances. The wars of Henry IV., the religious
and foreign wars of Richelieu, the civil contentions of the
Fronde, and the frequent scarcities with which France
hed been afflicted, had tended both by the ahsolute
destruction of life, and by the natural check produced
upon marriage, to reduce the population of theecountry in
an extraordinary degree. Whilg the country had not been
sufficiently cultivated to support even the pgpulation
which it contained, that population itself was diminishing
rather than increasing; and the moment that fresh
settlements were opened in distant lands, and facilities
afforded for emigration, multitudes, led by hope and
enterprise, proceeded to quit a country where theyshad
known much migery, for others which imagination pajnted
as richer, happier, more productive. Instead, however,
of withdrawing the facilities which he had granted, or
discouraging the emigration which was a natural conge-
quence,of his own measures, Colbert applied himself to
remedy the evil result without ceasing to pursue the
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M purpose. He felt sure that, bysopening before the
eopls of France the means of employmg their industry
40 their own advintage and enrichment, he should
ily bring about a general increase of population to
y the existing deficiency ; but in order to hasten
‘the operatlon of that natural law, he proposed several .
" @tcrees by which the people were encouraged to marry
early. Every one who did so at the age of twenty was
exempted from taxes for five years, #nd every one pos-
sessing ten legitimate children was exempt for his whole
life. Such measures had of &ourse an immediate effect,
and would have produceddo the full the results which
Colbert anticipated, had not his calm and reasonable
projects been thwarted in this Ffespect, as in many
others, by the ambition and vanity of his sovereign.
Such werefthe proceedmgs of Colbert in favour of
commerce durmg the \‘nterval of peace which followed
the death of Mazarin) nor were the manufactures of
the country in any degree neglected. It had been said
in former years that tihe wool of England and the looms
of Flanders clothed the world; but since that period the
people of Great Britain had more than overtaken the
Flemings in the art of working the material which they
had formerly been contented to produce. France had
never made any great steps 1n the fabrication of cloths,
and”the oly manufactory of importance had been estab-
lished at Sedan, while a fabric of tapestries at Aubusson
had gaiged some renown, but by no means equalled in its
prpductions those of the Low Countries. Even these
had of late years been suffered to fall into decay ; and
though the coarser sorts of wdollen goods were produced
abundantly, yet fine cloths of every kind were imported
from foreign countries. Colbert instantly applied him-
self to remedy this great evil. The manufactories of
Sedan and Apbusson were assisted, encouraged, and re-
established ; rewards were held out to every one whose
exertions tended to promote this branch of industry;
and in order to give facilities to manufacturers for the
erection of fabrics, and the extension of their en-

-
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deavours, 2000 liwres were advanced out of the reya}
coffers upon every working loom, while considerable
rewards were assigned for extrtqrdmary exertions.
When Colbert assumed the direction of the fimances,,in
the end of 1661, a few hundred fabrics of cloth"h"
all that the kmgdom tontained, but'in seven years the )
number of looms had been raised to 44,000. *
The working of silk also was encouraged in the same
manner and with the same success, and the growth of the
mulberry was promoted in the’ south-eastern parts of
France with very beneficidl results. Lyons, which had
always heen a city of great importance, now took its
first steps in that progress which has made it the most
important manufactiring town upon the Continent; and
there, as well as at Tours, thegvise liberality of Colbert
was exercised to encourage the productiof of those finer
goods, composed of silk, for 'K‘iiéb the former city
is unsurpassed if not unrivalled? The manufacture of
carpets and tapestry now rose again: that of La
Sovonnerie carried the imitationgof fhe Turkish and
Persian manufactures to the highest pitch of perfection,
and the tapestry of Beauvais was not inferior to that
produced in the renowned looms of Arras. Six hundred
workmen were employed in that city in one manufactory
alone; end an immense number of hands were occupied
in working lace, instructors for which art weme brought,
at considerable expense, both from Venice and from
Flanders. The most magnificent institution of the
kind, however, was the famous establishment of the
Gobelms. That great building had been employed in
former years for a numbetr of purposes, and had latterly
becopme famous for the scarlet dye there produced, for
the composition of which the waters of the little staeam
of the Biévre, on the banks of which it stands, were
supposed to be peculiarly efficacious. Here, however,
under the auspices of Colbert, the weaving of tapestry
was carried to a point which it had never before
reacheg. Eight hundred artisans received there constant
employment ; 800 resided in the building; and designs,
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copied from the most eminent works of art, were ob-
tained, at 3 great expense, for the imitation of the
workmen. The whole establishment was placed under
the direction of the famous Le Brun, whose taste and

” ¥ succeeded in teaching the productions of the loom
to approach very nearly the most celebrated efforts of
the pencil.

About the same time, a new branch of industry
was introduced by the great ministet into the French
capital : and in the Faubourg S8t. Antoinc, a manu-
factory of mirrors was established ; an article which,
at an age when every spesies of vanity was spreading
far and wide throughout the land, was likely to be in
very great request, but which had hitherto been fabri-
cated almost exclusively ¢a Venice, and had been thence
exported to §ther coynuies. 1In this art the French
soon excclleu those th‘\t they imitatefl : looking-glasses
of a larger size than those of Italy, and of an equal
polish, were produced in Paris, and thence transmitted
to other countries;pand the object of Colbert was
answered, in furnishing to the people fresh means of
employing their labour, and opening to his country a
new source of wealth, It would be endless to recount*
all the efforts of the minister, for raising up from their
state of debasement the manufactures of the country in
the same taanner that he had raised up its commerce:
those efforts were infinite, and in almost every instance
they were successful. But his encouragement of agricul-
ture was not less strenuous : for Colbert knew no distine-
tion between different branches of industry ; and in seek-
ing to call forth the resources of France, he forgot not
one of all the many ways in which man can employ his
labour or his mind. The details of what he did to
relieve the agricultural population would be too long for
introduction in this place ; but one simple fact, stated
by Voltaire, is sufficient to show, by its effect, the
excellence of the system he pursued. When, in the end
of 1661, he received the control of the finances, we
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know that vast quantitiesof mere produce* — corn, eattle,
and salt-fish — were imported into France to supply the
wants of the people and of the colonies, and’ that in less
than six years afteryards no importations of the same
kind took place; but that, on the contrary, those seugms
,articles, with the excéption of corn, formed a con-
siderable item in tHe export trade of France. Even
machinery, that great aid to human strength, which
has since worked esuch miraculous results, caught his
attention in the earliest efforts made towards its im-
provement ; and the secret of the stocking weaver's
loom, then lately introduced into England, was eagerly
bought by the comptroller of finance for the benefit of
his own country. The art of working tin and prepar-
ing stecl, of making poreelain, and of tanning the finer
kinds of leather, which, previous to hie time, had
either been unknobn or neglectefl in Frahce, were in-
troduced by his care, and carrie!l to perfection under
his direction and encouragement.

Here men of meaner minds would have stopped :
here many a man, even in a mdre enlightened age,
would say, that Colbert, having done every thing that
he could to encourage every useful art, and to open out
for the people of his native land new branches of
productjve industry, had done enough, and might well
stop, leaving to the mind of man to pursue ity own ad-
vance unaided, and to produce, according to its own
necessities, all those things which adorn and beautify
that existence, for the substantial comforts of which he
had made such exertions to provide. Here many a
man, even of our own times, would exclaim, Colbert
might well pause, and leave literature, and science, and
the elegant arts, to hew their way alone. But had he
done so, Colbert, though he might have deserved some
gratitude from his country, though he might have
merited the esteem of mankind, as a great minister and

® It would appear that,in the ised state in which Franpe
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philanthropic man, would never have won that mighty
name which he has so well acquired as the greatest
minister that ever directed the internal affairs of any
country: —as a man, the extensive range of whose mind
"egipht perhaps miss some of the minor details of any of
the great branches to which hi¢ attention was directed,,
but omitted no important point fn that vast circle of
means by which society may be led on to the highest
state of perfection that it is capable of reaching upon
earth : by which the human mind can create for itself
new objects of enterprise: by which the corporeal
powers of man ran always be furnished with fresh
objects of ex “tion hv which his Bodily wants may
ever be satisfied a . ice of his own labour, and his
reasonable desires gratjed ;: and by which his mental
aspirations aftor fame, or honour, or knowledge, may
have constuft opporfanities of gratification, and un-
ceasing stimulants to amwty in the broad course of
virtue and honourable competition. To comprehend
all those nany means of carrying on the advancement
of society, in a marner at once the most rapid and the
most orderly ; to seize in the grasp of one powerful
mind all those hranches of internal government, mary
of which are neglected in every country, and few of
which are thoroughly understood in any; to raise at
onee comymerce, manufactures, agriculture, from a state
of utter ruin and d(-sg]ation to the highest pitch of
prosperity then known in the world, and, at the same
time, to promote the greatest efforts of the human mind
in literature, science, and art, formed the fame and is
the immortal glory of Colbert. To have changed the
general state of France from one of the lowest de-
pregsion to one of the highest prosperity was a great and
magnificent achievement ; and his labours in favour of
comimerce, agriculture, and manufactures, well merited
the thanks of his country: but to have called up art,
literature, and science, from the lethargic sleep in which
they were plunged, and to have founded, renewed, rein-
spired, those magnificent institutions from which so much
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light has since poured forth upon the world, deserves the
gratitude of mankind at large, — deserves its gratitude
for the benefits already derived, — deserves it for the
eternal example of how much can be gecomplished, and

how easily, by one great and comprehensive mind. THE™

«vulgar statesmen of g.ll’t.imes move with pain and diffi-
culty, each in one petty sphere, neglecting, forgetting, or
sacrificing great and important ameliorations to the petty
details of daily gevernment, the iactious squabbles of
party, and the minor considerations of a limited policy.
Colbert moved at ease in the vast circle of universal im-
provement, neglected none of all its branches, and derived
the power of working new benefits from his success in all.

The efforts of Colbert for the encouragement of liter-
ature and science did not wai§ for the success of his
financial exertions. He was confidept in his gwn powers,
and postponed no means of adincing or improving
socicty. Early in the year 1663, when he had not yet
keen a year and a half in office, Le formed the first plan
of the Acwden  dpe ) orviptions gdﬂv Belles Lettres.
V lwaire deciar 1o abject theFeof was to transmit
the actions of L s 2 posterity by means of me-
dale.  As Louis hnm 1ad ut that time performed
nunie of those actions which were properly suited to such
a sort of commemoration, this could scarcely be the
principal ohject of the institution, ana I find she gene-
ral view of Colbert in its foundation thus expressed in
an old French work : -~ He” (the minister) chose
some members of the Académie Francuise to compose
inscriptions, devices, and medals, which might refer to
the king in particular, and to the nation in general ; to
find the means of reviving good taste and noble simpli-
city in the literary monuments which might be raised
in future ; and at the same time to ornament with in-
scriptions the principal edifices of the kingdom.” This
purpose 1s certainly much more comprehensive than that
stated by Voltaire ; and we find that though the Academy
certainly did undertake, almost immediately, the execu~
tionofa seriesof medals in commemorationof greatevents,

L2
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thereby tending to improve an art which has been ina
state of lamentable decay in Europe since the fall of the
Roman empire®, yet their labours were much more ex-
tensive and beneficial ; and gradua]ly, as new objects of
wgPertion were opened out before them, their proceedings
became far more important, and“generally advantageous,
than those of the Académie Frangdise itself. While the
latter confined its efforts to purifying the language, and
to enriching it by the addition of words formed upon
just models and a recognised principle, the former sought
out the hidden sources of history, brought forth the trea-
sures of the past, investigated the accuracy of state-
ments, established the purity of facts, and added to our
stores of knowledge an immense contribution from which
we are deriving tenefit and instruction even now. In-
finite was the advantage obtained by France from this
institution ;'and had\ similar one been founded in Eng-
land at the same period, the history of this country
would not now be that series of errors, absurdities, and
inconsistencies, which it appears under the pen of even
our ablest historianf. The ascertaining of positive facts
for the basis of correct reasoning in all historical ques-
tions was one of the principal objects of the Académie
des Inscriptions ; and the want of such means as are
afforded by its memoirs for correcting our crude opi-
nions, apd verifying the result of our own researches by
those of others, must he felt by every one who attempts
to write upon the history of this country.t
The foundation of the Académie des Beltes Lettres was
followed, some years afterwards, by the institution of
another academy of equal if not superior importance.
This was the Académie des Sciences, which soon gave a
ngw face to the scientific knowledge of the French people.
Previous to its foundation, information, of the kind which
it ‘was destined to promote, could scarcely be found in

# Some very beautiful medals had been produced in the reign of
Louis X1I1. by a medalllst named Varin,

+ The Society of Antiquaries has done a good deal to supply the place
of this institution, but, of course, have not heen able to accomphsh half so
much as an academy, founded and governed like that of the Belles Lettres,
supported by the wisdom and power of Colbert.



JEAN BAPTISTE COLBERT. 149

France, for, confined to the breasts of a few individuals,
it had no voice amongst men, and no repute in society.
In England there then existed a number of those men
who, neglected by all governments, contending with
many difficulties, excluded from those honours and diswr-

, tinctions which none rerit more highly than themselves,
have, by the fruit of ‘their unassisted labour, and by their
resolute perseverance in scientific research under every
disadvantage, gaiped for this people the proudest place
in the annals of the world as a scientific nation. But
in France no very eminent men were to be met with:
Picard, Richer, and La Hire, persons of whom we
scarcely hear in the present day, together with the Abbé
du Clos, and some others still less known, are the only
scientific names mentioned at the time of the foundation
of the Academy.

Their meetings were at ﬁrsy/appoint!d to be held
in the royal library; but, not iong afterwards, apart-
mems were assigned to them in the Louvre, where
they met for many years uninterruptedly twice in every
week. At the same time, howeer, to aid their re-
searchies, an observatory was erected in the Faubourg St.
Jacques ; and if the building and the situation were not
the best that could have been chosen, the blame thereof
did not fall upon Colbert, who left the selection to those
who were most competent to judge in Frangg. In or-
der to give it some degree of dignity, to direct the
studics of those who composell it, and to afford a certain
solidity to its proceedings from the beginning, Colbert
called the famous Cassini from Italy. Huyghens was
brought from Holland, and Riomer from Denmark ; and
from that moment brilliant discoveries, useful treatises,
and magnificent works emanated from the Acadgmic
des Sciences.

Constituted as the great mass of mankind is? that
which pleases any sense, however gross, that which
satisties any taste, however idle, will always receive
high rewards and great encouragement; when that
which instructs, elevates, and ennobles, will remain

L3
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without recompence, and too often without honour. A
famous cook will always make more than a famous
mathematician, if he have to appeal to popular favour,
A singer will receive more for a few weeks' exercise of

powers than a Herschel or a Hrewster for many a
laborious month ; and a fiddler would think himself ill
paid for one year's engagement by the sum which the '
historiographer of England receives during his whole
life. Colbert was well aware of howlittle science and
instructive -literature could derive from the public in
general ; and he not only gave large sums, as an induce-
ment for learned men from foreign countries to settle in
the French metropolis; but he took care that honour and
emolument should invariably follow the active exertion
of great abilities, or the judicious display of learning
and wisidom. He insured to men of pre-eminent ge-
nius and infdrmatio;»fhnt competence, without which
their labours can never be carried on with freedom and
advantage ; and he then left them to draw any further
benefit they could from the more energetic employment
of their mental po¥ers. Nothing ever proved more
strongly than the result the falsity of that base and
ungenerBus assertion, that literary and scientific men
require the stimulus of want to excite them to exertion.*
‘While labouring under the benumbing power of need,
science and literature scarcely held up their head in
France: but the liberal and sunshiny policy of Colbert
soon warmed them into altive existence; and from that
time to this a series of great men such as few countries
in the world can produce has, with scarcely any inter-
ruption, ornamented the institutions which it was his
pleasure and his glory to found.

he second official employment of which we find
Colbert possessed was that of superintendent of the
royat buildings,—an office which he purchased from Ra-
tabon, the person who previously possessed it, in January,
1664, for the sum of 200,000 livres. He thus became,

* About this time :lppelred (1665) the Journal des Savans, the first
purely scientific journal, I believe, which had appeared in Europe.
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as Voltaire has justly expressed it, not alone minister of
finance, but wminister for the arts and sciences in
France; and, under his directing mind, Paris, which
had prev:ously been but a confused mass of irregular
and ill constructed buildings, soon assumed a new ap.e-
. pearance, and put fortl®architectural beauties, which re-
main amongst its freatest ornaments to the present
day. For thebuildings of the Louvre, which had been
left for so many ygars in the most incomplete state, the
famous sculptor Bernini was called from Italy at a very
considerable expense. He was received with honour, and
rewarded highly ; but between the time of his having
been summoned ¥nd his arrival at the court of France
two native architects had given in their plans, either of
which was equal to any thing that the Italian could pro-
duce.

The first of these was Frmqﬁs Manékrd, who by
his genius alone had raised himself from a very
humble station in life to that of the first architect in
France. In his very early youth, and gvhile yet a sim-
ple mason, he was employed to Wuild a house by the
marquis de Maisons, one of the presidents of the parlia.
ment, and, to the astonishment of every one, he ptoduced
the Chateau de Maisons, the most splendid edifice
which had yet been erected in France by a private indi-
vidual. His plans for the Louvre, however, evere not
adopted, on account of the singular modesty of him by
whom they were constructed : * Mansard would not un-
dertake the work, unless he were permitted to pull down
and rebuild every thing that might seem to him amiss
after it was done. This would have entailed so enormous
an expense, that Colbert would not consent to the pro-
posed arrangement ; and the plans of the second, Claude
Perault — educated for a physician, and celebrated for
his anatomical knowledge, but who became afterwards
deservedly one of the most celebrated architects in
France — were adopted and executed by De Vau and
Dorbay. To these plans, I believe, Bernini made some
little additions, but no improvements of any importance,

L 4
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and he received the most liberal recompences for aer-
vices of no very great value.

Great changes were also effected in regard%o the
palace of the Thuilleries, which was formerly sepa-

mpated from the garden belonging o it by a narrow,
dirty street, while that garden itfelf was flanked towards,
the quay by a range of insignificant houses which
seemed attached to the palace, and gave it an air of
dirt and meanness. Under the diractions of Colbert,
the street was swept away, and all those buildings which
encumbered the garden were removed. The splendid
terrace which now exists was constructed on the side
towards the water; basins and waterworks of great
magmﬁeence, acrording to the taste of that day, were
formed in the ground-, and the walls by which the en-
closure is bounded were carried up to the palace which
thus flanked bne end & the gardens. Many other mag-
nificent works were undertaken ; and the painters, the
sculptors, the architects of France, found abundant em-
ployment, and received liberal rewards.

At the same timefwe must not pass over the palace
of Versailles, which was raised from the ground at
the most enormous expense. It has been called a gulf,
into which the revenues of France flowed never to re-
turn ; but I cannot help thinking, that had not long-
continaed, wars, supported by large sums spent in
forelgn countries, and large subsidies paid to foreign
princes, drained the findnces and exhausted the state,
the money expended in France upon the erection and
embellishments of Versailles would have been found to
yield sufficient interest, by the employment of artisans
and the circulation of wealth., Nevertheless, there can
be no doubt that the first design of that building was
upon & much more moderate scale than it became
in the execution ; and it is probable that the prudent
and economical principles of Colbert were overpowered
by his master’s taste for splendour and ostentatious love
of magnificence. Still, if the minister derive honour
from the many vast and useful works that were carried
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on under his administration, he. must certainly share
any lin_me that is attached to having spent large sums
on an object which was at best a stupendous extrava-
nce. .
g_.Under his superintendence, another work of greates..
, magnitude, utility, and splendour, wag undertaken and
completed ; and thodgh the idea was not his, nor even of
the age in which he flourished, its immediate adoption
and persevering execution add again to his honour as a
statesman. The narrowness of the tract of land lying be-
tween the bay of Biscay and the Mediterranean, and the
facilities which the Garonne afforded for constructing a
canal between th® two seas, had struck the merchants of
Languedoc and Guienne in the middle of the reign of
Louis XII1., and a proposal had been made to the
cardinal de Richelieu for the purpose of carrying that
great work into execution. Emyarrassed® with external
wars and internal discontent, and straitened by the
confusion of the finances, to remedy which the qualities
of his mind were but little calculated, Richelieu refused
or neglected to give his support ®o the proposal, and
for more than twenty years the project was left unno-
ticed by the state, and nearly forgotten by individuals,
One man, however, with the persevering energy of
genius, never abandoned the idea, never ceased to
labour for its execution. It is true, he prgssed it not
forward upon the public, or upon the government, .
during the sad years of turbilence and disorder which
succeeded to the death of Louis XI1IIL.; but to it he
devoted a great part of his own time, his own labour,
and his own attention. He travelled from town to town,
and from province to province, through the tract of
country that was to be intersected by the yet imagipary
canal: he ascertained the height of mountains, and de-
vised the means of cutting through or avoiding them:
he traced the course and calculated the volume of the
various streams that flowed down from the Oriental
Pyrences: he measured distances, he constructed plans,
he drew up projects ; and, when at length the fame of
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Colbert, as a patron of all great works, and the extraordi-
nary tidings that, order being re-established in the
finances, abundance reigned in the treasury of the king,
were spread abroad throughout France, he hastened to
Paris, and laid the papers which he had been so many
years in drawing up before the great minister on whom
the success of his schemes depended.” This personage was
Pierre Paul Riquet baron de Bonrepos, an engineer of
considerable reputation, a native of, Beziers, a town
situated near the scene of the projected work. Colbert
at once embraced the project, and carried it forward
with that great and persevering vigour which character-
ised all his actions. In 1663 the plaus were first laid
before him ; and from that time to 1683 he never
ceased to labour for their complete execution.
Although the plans of Riquet were fully sufficient to
show Colbert the feasi\lity and the advantage of the im-
mense undertaking proposed to him, yet more details were
wanting ere the work could be commenced, and Andréossy
was employed to gather together every new view that
could be taken of the subject, for the consideration of the
minister and the monarch. Atlength, in 1666, the work-
men began the construction of the canal ; and certainly
no work which the world has produced excels in boldness
of design, and in skilful execution, this great monument
of the,mizlistry of Colbert. In many places, the solid
rock was cut through io form a channel, considerable
hills were levelled, and tifficulties of every kind over-
come. At Naurouse, near Castelnaudary, a basin of 200
toises in length by 150 in width was constructed as a
secondary reservoir for the waters of the neighbouring
streams, which are poured thence at once into the canal,
to keep up an abundant supply of water. This basin is
itsel¥ filled from the great artificial lake of St. Ferréol,
which, gituated higher up in the mountains, measures
1200 toises in length by 500 in width, and is supported
by a dike of 420 toises in thickness, and 25 toises in
height. The whole art of engineering, as it was then
known, was brought to bear upon the construction of
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this mighty work, and locks of almost every kind were
tried or adopted ; while tunnels, aqueducts, basins, and
sluices, each of an extraordinary character, and each ad-
mirably adapted to the situation in which it is placed,
render the sixty-two leagues through which the canal ex..,,
,tends from the Garonne below Toulouse to the lagune of
Thau, near Agde or®the Mediterranean, a land full of
the marvels of human ingenuity and perseverance.

Two other instjtutions for the encouragement of the
arts may as well be spoken of together in this place,
though they were founded by Colbert at different periods.
The first of these was the French Academy of Painting
and Sculpture, the organisation of which took place in
1604, and was afterwards confirmed by letters patent
from the king. During the latter years of his life, Mazarin
had done something towards tfe epcouragement of the
arts, especially that of painting, aﬂ a nunfber of artists
had been called by him to the French capital. These Col-
bert gathered together into a society, and assigned them
apartments in the Royal College ; they were afterwards,
however, removed to the Old Lousre, where a regular
school of painting and sculpture was carried on, the
members of the academy receiving a regular pension
from the government. In order to give greater facilities
to the study of those two beautiful arts, the minister,
not long afterwards, persuaded his sovereign to byy one
of the large mansions in ancient Rome; and the?e, amidst
the master-works of other aghs, to establish a secon
academy for French subjects, under the care and tuition
of a general director. Thither all the pupils of the
Parisian academy who had received prizes during their
first years of study were sent, at the expense of the
monarch, to receive the fullest instruction in every
branch of their art; and there.they were maintaified
for a certain time, — also at his expense, — surrgunded
by the choicest models both of painting and sculpture.

To render the whole circle complete, an Academy of
Architecture was fouuued by Colbert in 1671; and it
may be justly said that no class of men, who benefited
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or honoured their country,— no art, no seience, which
increased the means of happiness, which added to the
knowledge, which cultivated the tastés, or improved the
minds of the people, — was left without that warm,

«~tlat liberal, that enthusiastic encouragement, which is

sure to draw forth genius whbrever it exists, and to in.,
sure unceasing industry in every grade and profession.

While thus giving to literature, science, and art that
portion of his attention which wase fully sufficient to
carry them forward to the highest pitch they could ever
attain, Colbert neglected not those duties which weaker
ministers than himself have generally considered as of-
exclusive importance. He did not néglect the revenue
of his country in his protection of literary and scientific
men, though he weil kngw that the very encouragement
which he gave to the arts and sciences tended naturally
to the prosperity o;‘\"he finance by insuring the wel=
fare of the whole people. During the whole of this
time, his reform of all abuses in the department in-
trusted to his care was carried on with the most rigid
sternness ; and whife he received those persons who did
honour to, or conferred benefits on, their country, with
smiles and gladness, the cold frown was sure to gather
upon his brow, and the bitter rebuke to hang upon bis
lip, towards all the many plunderers of the public re-
venue thgt still swarmed about the court, scarcely believ-
ing that such a system of ‘conomy could be long carried
on under any circumstnces, or was compatible with
the muinificent protection accorded to genius, learning,
and skill.

To reduce the rate of interest to five per cent., and to
pay off, at least in part, the royal debt termed rentes de
U [Jitel de Ville, were now the two great objects of Colbert’s
endeavours ; but in accomplishing these he created a
mubltitude of enemies, whom his unsparing severity in
words, as well as in actions, tended to exasperate in &
very high degree. The body of fundholders in France
at that time, instead of being composed of respectable
individuals from every rank of society, formed a class by
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themselves, consisting of coarse, shrewd, unprincipled,
and desperate men, — in fact, fraudulent gamblers on a*"
great scale ; and notwithstanding the establishment of
a better police, and the more rigid execution of Justwe
in the metropolis, they now leagued together in the.
, attempt to terrify the mintster from his wise and judi-
cious plans of finantial reform by threats of personal
vengeance. These menaces were so loud, so fierce, and
so frequently repgated, that Colbert’s own immediate
friends and relations became alarmed, as he proceeded
with cool determination to pay off the rentes at the rate
- of purchase, and warned him repeatedly of his danger.
Colbert was not %o be turned aside, however, and was
only rendered more severe by the insolence of those
who opposed him. Some anecgotes are told with regard
to this part of his life which stropgly display the stern-
ness of his character. Being one. ﬁy bm\gght in contact,
with some of these gambling financiers, they burst forth
in reproaches against him, and did not scruple to threaten
him with personal vengeance. Colbert listened with
calm contempt, but immediately gpunished the offence
they had committed by ordering their arrest before
nightfall. The very clerks employed under him in the
business of relieving the state became equally obnoxious
to the holders of these rentzs, and were also threatened
with vengeance ; and so great was the terror yith which
some of them were seized on this account, that the prips.,
cipal secretary of the ministe}, who slept in his house,
woke one night in such an agony of fear as’to rouse
the whole household. Colbert being disturbed with the
rest, inquired minutely into the cause of the noise: the
following morning the secretary received his dismissal,
and the minister heard no more of the fears of his
agents. The finances of the state were ameliorated ;
the corruption which had pervaded every inferior lrnnch '
of that department was eradicated, as far as the exertions
of one man, dependent in a great degree upon the will
of another, could accomplish such an undertaking; and
yet, notwithstanding the discontent excited amongst a
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race of umprincipled peculators, the murmurs of a large
and wealthy class, and the menaces of many desperate
and ruinedymen, Colbert executed his purpose unin-

- juted as well as undismayed. .

"~ During all these transactions, and while labouring

< for_the general benefit of the stafe, Colbert had been by
no means unmindful of the prosperity of his own family,
nor would it have seeped in the slightest degree to his
honour had he been so. Every minister has a greater
opportunity of knowing the talents and peculiar quali-
fications of those peksons with whom he is brought so
ynmediately into contact as his own relations ; and his
naturdl duty towards those connected'with him is, of
course, to give them .he advantuge of such knowledge,
provided he does not suffer partiality to interfere in ex-
cluding men ¢f greaty merit and abilities. The minister
who forgets that Jjust ‘attention to the advancement of
himself and family which was his duty as a man be-
fore he was a minister, will, in general, be found either
wanting in that comprehensiveness of mind which can
grasp and fulfil all $horal obligations, or else deficient

in that just appreciation of responsibilities which is as .

much a requisite quality in a statesman as in an indi-
vidual. Through life Colbert evinced no greedy ambi-
tion, but his services were vagt, and he felt they descrved
reward: the powers of his mind were great, and he
~Inew his capability of cxercising them in the highest
offices of the state with not less benefit to his countrg
than to himse]f. Hig father, it would seem, had early
received some post from the care of their connection
Le Tellier ; and within the first six years of Colbert’s
administration, we find his brother Charles Colbert
magquis de Croissi,'his uncle Pussort, and a number
" of his diher friends and relations, provided with offices,
~herkin to display their talents and advance their for-
tunes. * Nor'can it be said that they were unworthily
promoted ; for each, in Ris particular station "and de-
partment, distinguished hisaself by abilisies only inferior
to the great minister With whom they were gonnected.

N
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Though economical in a high-degree, Colbert evinced
none of that propensity to avarice which had disgraced
Mazarin ; and though liberal to all merit, he displayed .
none of that greedy covetousness which the extrava-
gant luxury of Fouquet had required for its suﬁpl{. ’

o The natural emolumehts of his office, however, .were *
great, and: the favour of the king secured ample re-

mhuneration to such services as those of Colbert. His

fortune became lasge, and his power.and influence in-

duced many of the first nobility in France to’ éaurt his al-

liange. Thus, in 1667, a marriage took place between

one of his daughters and Charles duke of Cheveruse,

and in 1671 another of his daughters was wedded to

Paul duke of St. Aignan; both peers of France, and

both holding high offices in thg service of the crown.

Till the year 1667 the schemesedf ColRert had gone
on with uninterrupted success. However magnificent
were thestastes of the king, and however costly was the
court he kept up, the mere expenses of the royal house-
hold, the patronage of art and science, the encourage-
ment of commerce and manufactu®e, and the rewards

“~agsigned to industry of every kind, in no degree impeded
the economical steps of the minister, but — as he well
knew they would — rather increased than diminished the
revenues of the state. Loujs had laboured with Colbert
to give effect to all his measures, to lighteny the load
upon his people, and to furnish them with means ofs
baaring easily that part of the “burthen which was left.
He had striven for peace with “all natigns; he had
avoided more than one threatening war; and he saw
the state of France at length more prosperous than he
had ever beheld it himself or gould find it represented
in history. At length, however, gther counsels pre-
vailed, and disputes began betwegn. France and %pain,
which in the yegr 1667 proceeded to the first conti~ «
nental war which had disturbed tjfe calm ‘of Eurdpe,
since the freaty of the Pyrenees. _

By this‘time Philip I'V. kingof Sphin was dead, and
had been succeeded by the weaklyCharles 11. ; and am-
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Nigionn lwpnmd views began to open dlf before the eyes
of Liouis XI1V., which never ceased to ocoupy him mere
oc Joss during the rest of his life, The greatest care
bed been taken by the ministers of Spain, in dfawing up
She treaty of the Pyrenees, to guard against two conse-
3‘m|wes which were likely to drise from the relative

tuations of France, Spain, and Portugal. In the struggle

between the two last-named countries, it had bygm, tiil
policy both of +Richelieu and Mazarie to give whatever
aid circumstances enabled France to gfford, to support
the house of Braganza in its struggle to maintain the in-
dependence of Portugal. But when the treaty of peace
was toncluded between Plulip 1V, and Louis XIV.,
the Spanish monarch requiied that France should give
no farther assistance to Lortugal, and Mazarin agreed *
to refrain from doixg s0. O the marriage of Louig
with the infanta, a certain dowry was promised to the
king of France with his young bride ; and shg, on her
part, made a formal renunciation of all claims what-
soever to any part of the succession, which might
otherwise have falle to her on the death of her father.
The French monarch was a party to that renunciation ;
and though the Ling of Spain knew and declared it
to be nothing but empty words, and that in default of
male issue his daughter must and would succeed, yet
the Spanjsh ministers and ghe Spanish people held it

- valid, and no party ever contemplated the probabxhty of
the matter being at all disputed unless the extinction of
male heirs should leave the monarchy open to the am-
bition of the Bourhon race.

»  Philip,however, and his son, who succeeded in the year
16686, or rather their ministers, neglected entirely to pay

dowry i ich had been promised to the young queen

¥ Fr ; iy already began to assert the prin.
rciple, that as e party had not fulfilled the condition
on which unciation was made, that renunciation

itself becapie invalid. Hedid not urge this point, how-
‘ever, very ltrongly in the first instance, knowing, that
though the time for paying the dowry had expired, yet the
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Ixw ¢f Brabant was produced, which, by a
ion, was made to invest Maria
youhg queen of France, with a lawful
duchy and all its dependencies ; and it was
the right having existed in her as the only child of
father and mother, from the time of her
death, her renunciation on the treaty of the P
of any future claim to the succession of the
Spain could not be supposed tosapply to her pre-existing
title to Brabant, as her father, acw¥ding o the law of
that duchy, was merely a tenant for life. Louis XIV.,
therefore, required the immediate cession of the whole
of the Spanish Netherlands. But the Spaniards having
refused to give ear to the fine reasonings of the Frensh
lawyers, Lows took those methods 8f urging his claitus
which he had always determined upon, and, in spite of
all the pacific and economic views of Colbert,
three armies into Flanders. In a very short space of tide
he had made himself master, of a large tract of country
and & number of importa* towns ; and, retarning to
France, he followed up his cqonquests by seizing upow-
Pranche Comté, which, though an integral part of
France, by habits, manners, and geographical position,
had hitherto remained in the hands of the Spaniards, as
a part of the succession of the dukes of Burgundy. + %
These rapid conquestsof the French king, the haughfl..
ness of his tone on various occasions, and mpj '
with which he sustained the assumed his eroy
alermed both England and Holland ; hasty X
¢alled the triple alliance, was entered i kxthmm*
countries and Sweden, for the purpose of compelling they
\ monarch to desist from farther aggression
Bpanish territories, and to fix the terms of a
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fication between the two belligerent powess. Mortified
and angry, it is probable that Louis would have pro-
ceeded in his course, and at all events assumed a still
more formidable attitude before he yielded to the de-
mands of the allies, had not Colbert earnestly remon-
strated with him, and shown hYm_ that the conduct he,
was inclined to pursue was highly dangerous, especially
to the nascent commerce of France, and the yet un-
formed marine of the country. Louis yielded to the
reasoning of his minister, and employed that minister’s
brother, the marquis de Croissi, to meet the negotiators
on the part of France, Holland, Sweden, and Spain,
in the conferences appointed to take place at Aix.la-
Chapelle. The dis: ussions were carried on under the
mediation of the pope, + a nominal mediation it is true,
but still sufficient tmortify the protestant Dutch, who
assumed the character of general pacificators with the
tone of dictators in Europe.

Monsieur de Croissi, however, kept the ambassadors
amused at Aix-la-Chapelle while the real negotiations
were conducted at §’aris between Van Beuninghen, the
ordinary ambassador of the United Provinces, and the
ministers of Louis XIV. In all these negotiations
Colbert took a share; and although Van Beuninghen
assumed the haughty tone of stern republicanism, af.
fected toetreat Louis himself with rigid firmness, and

~flayed the part of some deputy from ancient Rome,
the French dxplommsts more versed in the intrigues of
the cabinet than the self-sufficient Dutchman, and
aided by the irritable folly of the Spaniards and the
sordid weakness of Charles 1., completely geined their
master’s ends, while they concealed his views in a man.
ner which has escaped the penetration even of the keen
Voltaire. * ...
“The king's mqnem in Flanders had been obtained

* Votaire suffered himself to be so impressed. with the affectation of

republicanism on the part of Van Beungnlhm, doun nulto

m seen that the smbassador was made & co! that
while he offered an t sacrifioe of what lnd euc him Titerall

to acquire, kept all had been feally desirous of mhlu!
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during » camedin of three months, at a considerable ex-
pense of treasure and of blood. Franche Comté occupied
three weeks, and scarcely required a waggon load of pow-
der: the possession of Lisle and other important cities in
the Low Countries opened to the ambition of the French
«monarch the whole of*Spanish Brabant and Holland,
even to the gates of Amsterdam; but Franche Comté
led t6 nothing, and could only be valuable to France as
a tract of fertiles territory. To restore the cities of
Flanders to the power of Spain was virtually to give
them back for ever ; for it was not to be expected that
the facility with which they had been captured through
the negligence of the Spanish government would not
act as a warning, and insure their full preparation for
the future : Franche Comté, on the contrary, enclosed
on almost all sides by the territor:é8 of Krance, conld
offer no permanent resistance as soon as Louis chose to
resume it, after having given it up as a peace offering.
That he must make some sacrifice in order to satisfy the
triple alliance, the king of France and his ministers well
knew ; and upon every considerati®n, they determined
that the sacrifice should be the apparent and not the real
one. Van Beuninghen was permitted to display his Roman
sternness to the full satisfaction of himself and the
Dutch people ; the Spanish plenipotentiaries were taught
to believe that Franche Comté was a highly amportant
and moit honourable appendage to the crown of Spaiws
though, in truth, it was attached to it by -the loosest
tenure; the power of the king therein was next to
nothing, and the revenue thence derived nothing at all.
The mediators were contented to believe that Louis
made a very liperal and extensive sacrifice; and though
we can scarcely suppose that either Temple, the English
ambassador, or De Witt, who at that time may be said
to have ruled Holland, were deceived by the pretences
of the French monarch, yet all the other parties evi-
dently were so ; shd Louis was suffered to retain a great
and important ‘part of Flanders, upon restoring to Spain
the nominal sovereignty of Franche Comté. ,
. M 2 ’
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By these transactions a number of t@wns of the ute
most commercial importance were acquired for France,—
towns which there was very little probability of losing,
and which promised advantages as great to the internal
trade of the country as to its military situation; and it
is probable that, under all thes¢ circumstances, Colbert
was satisfied with the results of that short war, and,
though the expenses had been great, believed the com-
pensation to be sufficient. Louis,%however, by this
time had tasted of the cup of military glory, against the
inebriating qualities of which the virtue of few mo-
parchs is sufficiently powerful to resist. Respecting
Colbert, doing just'ce to his purposes, acknowledging
the wisdom of his views, and admiring the firmness
with which he adhered «to the principles which he had
laid down of.a ju® but not a parsimonious economy,
perhaps Louis might have been induced to sacrifice his
own desires of renown in arms to the more rational
schemes of his minister, had there not been other in«
fluence employed to oppose the counsels of Colbert, and
to stimulate the padions of the king to undertake those
very steps which that great statesman deprecated.

The marquis of Louvois, son of the chancellor le Tel-
lier, 2 man of far greater abilities than his father, of an
active, energetic, and abitious disposition, had become
one of the secretaries of state in 1G6(; and, jealous of the
sxfluence of Colbert, though he wisely refrained from at-
tempting openly to ruin a man whose services, integrity,
and wisdpm, formed a triple wall around him, he yét
determined, if possible, to lead the king4n such a course
as might givehim an opportunity of displaying his own
talents, and of obtairfing a part of that influence whereof
Calbert monopolised so large a share. tentation was
the peculiar vanity of Louis XIV.; and connected there-
with inseparably was his desire of military pageantry
and display, his fondness for the name of conqueror,
and even his desire of territorial aggrydisement. The
talents of Louvois were particularly wellsuited to mili-~
tary admi!*istration; and had the defects of his temper
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and his heart permitted him to be free from hatreds,
partialities, jealousies, and suspicions, his genius would
have rendered him the greatest minister at war that
Europe perhaps ever beheld. It was natural for him
therefore to desire that his sovereign should be plunged
dn those very undertgkifhigs from which Colbert wished
to withdraw him by every means in his power ; and the
weakness of the king seconded but too strongly the de-
signs of the secretzry of state. Hatred towards the
Dutch also, for the part they had taken in the late
transactions, indignation at the haughty and uncourteous
manner in which their ambassadors had demeaned
themselves, a contempt for their power, and 2 dislike to
the principles of their government, all combined in the
mind of the king to give vigowr and importance to the
arguments of Louvois. e

With bitter regret Colbert beheld his master de-
termine upon measures which he saw must entail the
most enormous expense, and that at a moment when
the finances were recovering rapidly from a long pe-
riod of exhaustion, and when neither the honour nor
the interests of the country required measures which
must inevitably interrupt the progress of the state
to the highest pitch of prosperity. It soon became
evident, however, to Colbert, that the king's deter-
mination was taken to humble Holland: hegsaw that
he coull not move that resolution: he perhaps ssss
also that it would be executed'in the most. costly and
oitentatious manner; and he applied himself during the
short interval of repose which was allowed to France to
carry forward all his great schemes with £he utmost ra-
Ppidity, so as, if possible, to put her t a situation in which
she would suﬂﬁ-o little by the unwise proceedings whigh
he could not prevent. One of the most important and one
of the most neglected branches of the Fremch service *
was the marine: few vessels of war were to be found
in the ports of France at the end of the wars of the
‘Fronde, and those few, after Mazarin took calm-. pos-
spssion of the whole power of the goverm?t, were

. M 3 .
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suffered to remain rotting and neglected. To remedy
these defects had been one of the earliest efforts of
Colbert; and in the first instance, as the construction
of ships could not be carried on with sufficient rapidity,
he purchased several vessels of considerable size from
Holland and from Sweden. Iif the year of the attack
upon Flanders the number of the marine amounted to
sixty vessels of war ; and at Rochefort, Toulon, Dunkirk,
Brest, continual activity and exertiom-were displayed in
building new ships, to put France upon a par with
England and Holland. 1n 1669 the control of the
marine was more particularly assigned to Colbert; and
before the year 167 ., sixty ships of the line, and forty
frigates, evinced by the result the energetic measures of
the minister: councils were established in all the sea-
ports, for the puiPvse of adopting or discovering im-
provements in the art of ship-building, and carrying
the naval service to the same point of perfection at
which the army had arrived ; and day by day some new
effort was made to enable the marine of France to cope
with that of Hollaxd in the approaching contest, or at
all events to protect the commerce of France during a
war with one of the most powerful maritime people at
that time in Kurope.

Nothing, indeed, was left undone which the minis-
ters of Louis could accomplish to prepare the way for
his procecdings against the Dutch, and to render the
result sure. The first thing to be obtained was the
separation of England from the interests of Holland;
and Colbert’s brother was sent over for the purpose of
effecting this difficult object. For some time, however,
the efforts of Charles Colbert were not successful. No
capse of rupture existed between the English and the
Dutch: the mutual advantages which they obtained
from their alliance were daily more and more felt b
each nation; and Charles 11., whatever might be his
own inclinations, scarcely dared to propose to his people
a2 war which was opposed by every consideration of
Jjustice, honour, and good policy. At length it was
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determined to trust the negotiation to the hands of
a woman ; and Henrietta, the sister of the English king,
who had been married to Monsieur, the brother of
Louis, was fixed upon as the person most likely to
influence Charles, by whom she was tenderly loved.
As it was necessary, hewever, to keep the Dutch in that
state of unsuspectihg confidence in which they had
hitherto remained, until such time as the treaty with
England was cogpleted, it was determined to conceal
the proposed journey of Henrietta to the court of
England from every one till the moment of its execu-
tion. Even then the political objects of her going
were still to be kept a profound secret ; and, to cover all
these manceuvres, a progress through the newly ac-
quired territories in Flanders was determined upon.
Louis with his whole court st on‘yesrrounded by the
most ostentatious splendour ; and, givin} way at every
step to the most lavish and unnecessary expense, his
whole journey was one scene of festivity and display. A
body of 30,000 men accompanied his march ; several
hundred persons of high rank vigre every day lodged
and entertained at the king’s expense; portraits, set
in diamonds, rings, jewels, and even gratifications in
money, were bestowed upon every one who approached
the royal presence; and the expenses of a peaceful
journey were not less than those which had been
incurred in the conquest of a province.

After accompanying her bivther-in-law and his court
through a considerable part of his progress, Henrictta
suddenly took ship at Calais, and proceeded to England,
where, amidst the rejoicings that celebrated her arrival,
she found little difficulty in overpowering any scruples
that lingered in the mind of Charles. Money, it is said,
bad its share in the persuasions ; and a treaty was event-
ually signed between England and France, by which the®
former country agreed not only to abandon Holland but
to aid in her destruction. The fleets of England were
to support the armies of France, and the only thing
wanting was some pretext for the war. Never, prob-
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shly, before, in the whtle history of state intrigue, did
two monarchs, bent upon wronging a meighbour, find so
much dlﬁculty in framing any pretence for the iniquity

they were about to} git. The Dutch had acted
wﬂ pérfect justice tge$*and had evinced, on every
occasion, feelings frienGiy Frmce and England. The,

royal wolves could not ewen say that Holland had’
troubled the water which they drank; and at length the
motive for war which was fixed upon ,as an excuse was
the most absurd one that even the annals of national
quarrels can display, namely offence given by certain,
pictures and medals.

In the mean time the preparations®of France, and
the probable destination of her collecting armies, did
not escape the attention of other nations; but no one
even made a shammgf averting the storm from Hol-
land, or of sipporting her under it. The empire was
engaged with intestine difficulties; Spain was, as
usual, inactive, and was, moreover, unwilling to call
again the enmity of France upon her own head;
Sweden, which had {gken part in the late triple alliance,
now left her confederate to her fate, and Louis hurried
on his preparations, in order to crush a state which was
totally incapable of resisting. Those preparations, from
the extravagant scale on which they were carried on by
the monarch and Louvois, must have cost no slight
pain to the mind of Colbert, who, with the prophetic
eye of true wisdom, beh¢ld afar the future difficulties
into which the ambition of his master would plunge his
native land. Nevertheless, his genius for finance dis-
played itself no less strongly at moments like those of
which we speak, when the ostentatious profusion of the
king drew incessantly upon the exchequer, than when,
secohded by Louis himself, in a,time of peace and at
the close of a long war, he restored prosperity to the
‘country and replenishgd the exhausted treasury of the
state

A;r hundred and twelve thousand men were col-
lected for the conquest of Holland; an immense train
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of artillery was, prepared ; ammunition of all kinds
was gathered from every part of the country, and s
variety of new implements invented and con-
structed to be tried agai enemies that Louis
went forth to subdue. %ﬂi@s of francs were
expended merely in, pfeparatiofrs’; and Colbert was also
obliged to provide large sums for the contingent expenses
of the monarch on the march. He appears to have found
no difficulty, however; and the facility which his minis-
ter’s skill afforded the king in procuring resources,
probably increased Louis’s natural tendency to profusion
and extravagance.

In the meai time the Dutch had demanded, in
an humble tone, the meaning and destination of the
vast armaments which hung upon their frontiers,
and Louis had answered with « (M haughty inso-
lence which showed them that they were destined to
feel the effects of his vengeance or his ambition. They
accordingly looked round for means of resistance, but
none were to be found. A maritime country which
can be approached by land must always be a military
country also, if it would enjoy security. This the
Dutch had forgotten; and s'nce the termination of their
contest with Spain had neglected, in the most im-
provident manner, the maintenance of land forces.
Their allies abandoned them to their fate ; agd internal
dissensions weakened the little power they themselyes
possessed. William prince of Orange, then a young
and inexperienced man, put himself at the head of
25,000 men, which was all that the States could bring
into the field ; and, while the more enthusiastic republic-
ans abridged his power, lest he should use it against their
liberty, made such famnt efforts as his situation per-
mutted to oppose the progress of the invader. )

Not contented with his own forces, Louis XIV: en-
gaged several of the neighbouring princes, by*means of
subsidies, to join their mercenary bands to his, for the
subjugation of a country which had scarcely any hope
of resistance ; and Colbert thus had the pgin of seeing
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the finances of the state wasted in the unnecessary
extent of preparations made for carrying on an unpro-
voked aggression. Nevertheless, his zeal, his ability,
and his clear-sighted appreciation of all the resources of
the country, enabled him to meet the exigencies of the
times without difficulty, and to Supply to his monarch .
the means of insuring rapid and extensive conquests
as the summary payment for the labour and the treasure
cast away. L4

We must not pause upon the wars of Holland for
any great length of time, though the history of the
kmgs first campaign against the States has been
given by one whose name recalls an ‘anecdote highly
creditable to Colbert, and that too in regard to a point
where the great min'sivr had shown himself deserving
of considerabl-EMase. Pellisson, the friend and de-
pendant of Fouquet,— who had been cast into prison
with him, and had aided considerably in thwarting the
views of Colbert against the unfortunate superintendent,
by the information which he dexterously contrived to
convey to Fouquetfof the destruction of some of the
most dangerous papers which could have been brought
against him,—had been set at liberty after a time, being
clearly innocent of any participation in the misdeeds of
others. His fidelity to his patron, and the honest courage
with whigh he had dared considerable danger in order
ta._rsave his benefactor, had not escaped the eyes of
Colbert ; and though fhe very instance of Fouquet
showed to what extremes his hatred could be carried,
yet his mind was sufficiently lofty, his heart suﬂiciently
noble, to appreciate and reward fidelity and courage,
even when exercised in the cause of an enemy. In the
indignation which Pellisson had felt at the injustice dis-
played towards Fouquet, his pen had never ceased
tb pbur forth stinging invectives against his oppressors,
in the course of which Colbert came in for his full
share of vituperation. Still Colbert could not be induced
to persecute him ; but, on the contrary, after suffering
him to exhaust his powers of epigram and abuse, and
sink back into the quieter pursuits of literature, he offered
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him employment under the government; and step by step,
as his abilities developed themselves, raised him to higher
occupations; showing himself a patron as liberal, but
more judicious, than Fouquet himself. In the course
of his advancement Pellisson. accompanied the court
throughout the capplign against Holland ; and to his
pen Louis was indebted for an elegant and detailed,
but somewhat flattering, account of his aggression upon
the peaceful tersitorities of the Dutch.

In the same profuse manner in which he had made
his preparations, the magnificent monarch of the French
carried on the war when it was begun. Advancing
through the country more with the air of a benefactor
than a conqueror, he took advantage of the propensity
of the Dutch towards comgnerce, and bought every
thing they wquld sell, which unfor.afifwy consisted, not
alone of provisions and ammunition, but, in too many
instances, of cities and fortresses. As he marched on
almost with bloodless triumph, town after town, and
province after province, surrendered with scarcely any
resistance; the passage of the Ri®ine was effected with
the greatest ease ; and the prince of Orange was obliged to
abandon some lines he had hastily constructed, and
retreat before the enemy. The provinces of Utrecht,
Opveryssel, and Gueldres were conquered in two months ;
and Naerden, in the immediate vicinity of §msterdam,
was in the hands of the French. The citizens of thg, ca-
pital, divided into two vehem&nt parties, became rather
more exasperated against each other than united by the
imminent danger that threatened them. One party,
desirous of peace on any conditions, proposed to ‘send
deputies to Louis, to demand what terms he would
grant ; the other, though it contained all those who had
hitherto offered such a feeble resistance to the French
monarch, now advocated a continuation of thé war
under every circumstance of disadvantage. The ad-
visers of peace however prevailed, and the deputies
were sent accordingly ; but from Louvois they met with
nothing but insult and derision, and from Louis re-
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ceived, as an nltimatum, a Series of propositions which at
once drove them to despair. The French king demanded
the whole territory to the south of the Rhine, a number
of towns and fortresses not comprised therein, a payment
of 20,000,000 francs, an annual acknowledgment of
his sovereignty, and the re-establishment of the catholic
religion, against which their fathers had fought and
bled for upwards of a century.

The deputies returned; and there was now only
one consideration amongst the citizens, whether they
should embark themselves and their families on board
the ships, which had won their glory and created
their wealth, and, sailing to Batavis, found a new
people in another quarter of the globe; or whether,
adhering at all riske to the great and magnificent city
which they had, ~#¥ fromn the bosom of the waters, they
should either die in defence of their liberties and homes,
or drive back the oppressor from their gates. The latter
alternative was chosen. The dikes, which had cost so
much labour and treasure to construct, were cut in
several places; the produce of that extraordinary land was
swept“away ; the ocean rushed in as a defence round
those who had won their empire from his besom ; and
the navy, which had borne the riches of Holland to
every quarter of the earth, and maintained their glory
as a maritime people upon every sea, sailed in and
formed a floating rampart around the city that sent
them forth. Such energetic courage showed the French
monarch that he had calculated wrongly in his haughty
demands upon the Dutch,— that, taking them unawares,
he had been able to capture their cities and drive back
their armies, but that he could not conquer a nation
resolved to perish in defence of their liberties.

At the same time the other nations, who had at first

“lookedt on with supine indifference, now saw and were
alarmed at the dangerous. consequences of their inacti-
vity. The empire began to awaken from its lethargic
idleness ; Spain, seeing the arms of France sweeping
round both sides of her Belgian possessions, learned to
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tremble for their security ; the English nation became
ashamed of the mercenary profligacy of their king, and
his ministers to shrink from the responsibility of yield-
ing any longer to his anti-national policy. Louis XIV.,
seeing clouds of difficulty and danger coming fast over
the short sunshine of ‘his early success, left the conduct
of his armies to the great generals who accompanied
him, and returned to I’aris in the end of July, 1672,
to enjoy the applauses of his people, and to concert
with his ministers the means of averting the storm
which was gathering round him in every quarter. But
that storm was not to be diverted. Monterrey, the
governor of Spanish Flanders, detached 10,000 men to
the assistance of the prince of Orange; and the emperor
in haste ordered Montecuculi,®t the head of 20,000 men,
to advance instantly to support the 1/Meh. While the
great Condé remained to make head against the forces
under the young stadtholder, 'T'urenne advapced towards
the Rhine, in order to prevent, if possible, the junction of*
the imperial troops with those of Holland ; but in this
purpose he was frustrated by th&®skill of the general
who opposed him : and the state of the country, the pre-
sence of adarge and increasing army, the active exer-
tions now making in the Spanish Low Countries, and
the preparation of new armaments in the empire, soon
compelled the French generalg to evacuatesthc Dutch
provinces as rapidly as they had been acquired.

In the mean time, the king had been by no means
inactive ; and the most busy negotiations had been going
on in every part of Europe, in order to raise up allies for
France, and occupy the enemies who threatened to in-
terfere with her conquests. Immense sums were spent
in bribing different petty princes of Germany, in foment-
ing the disturbances in Hungary, and in pensioning the 4
needy and debauched Charles II. of Englend. Little
was gained in any quarter, indeed, except in the latter,
where for some time longer the English continued to
afford the disgraceful aid which Charles had promised
in the oppression of the Dutch ; but in almost all his
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other negotiations Louis failed, the dangerous tendency
of his ambitious views being too apparent to the eyes of
all to be concealed by fair speeches, or to be rendered
palatable even by bribes.

Whil#+Condé, Luxembourg, and frequently Louis
bimself, maintained the glory of the French arms in
Belgium, Turenne made head against Montecuculi in Al-
sace, and Crequi often risked and sometimes lost as much
by his rash and heedless daring as he~gained at other
times by his courage and talents. In the course of all
these wars, however, both Louis and his minister Colbert
displayed their peculiar high qualities in a greater degree
than even in the midst of uninterrupted success : Louis,
calm, active, prompt, was always found ready to reward
talent, activity, and e¢xertion, and to show generous for-
bearance in all #f%s where the imprudence, or the mis-
fortune, of his generals produced a disappointment of his
hopes and wishes. Colbert, on his part, continued his
efforts for improvement, exerted himself with increasing
activity, as the difficultics of the moment created new
calls upon his attentiéh ; and, while he directed his efforts
principally to support his sovereign in the critical situa-
tion wherein he was placed, he forgot none of the
other objects which had previously occupied his mind,
nor suffered himself to be diverted from working
the generak benefit of the people, while, by lahour, eco~
now'y, and wise financial measurcs, he supplied to the
monarch the means of carrying on the war with success.
The numbers of the marine increased every day ; and
whereas in 1672 only thirty French vessels had joined
the English’ fleet, and they had produced very little
effect in the various actions with the Dutch, in 1673
forty ships, besides fire-ships, were sent to swell the

. naval force of England ; nor was the advantage only in
number, for by this time, instead of being inefficient,
the French had become capable of contending unaided
with the fleets of Holland, even when those fleets were
commanded by De Ruyter.

It was not alone in this respect, however, that Louis in
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the course of this war had cause to congratulate himself
upon the aid of such a minister as Colbert ; whatever
were the exigencies, whatever were the dliﬁcultles of
the moment, — was an army to be speedlly equipped,
was a foreign “prince or a foreign minister to*be sub-
»gidised, was a govexn&r to be bribed, or a commander
to be bought, money was ngver wanting to the king’s
necessities ; and all those embarrassments, anxieties,
and delays whish had impeded the views of France
in former wars, had counterbalanced the skill of her
generals and the bravery of her troops, were now
utt.erly unknown, through the provident care of the mi-
nister of finance. Louis, in the course of the second
year of the war, when such sudden and enormous
expenses had been providedefor and discharged, was
obliged to have recourse to Colbert tor™g extraordinary
supply, in order to accomplish a conquest on which
he had long determined, and which he only yielded,
in one instance, in the hope of resuming it very soon.
Franche Comté was scarcely now better prepared to
resist than it had been at the tir®e of its former sub.
jugation ; but the Swiss, who called themselves the
protectors of its liberties, had been alarmed by the
former attempt, and were now not needlessly jealous of
a monarch so dangerous to his neighbours as Louis X1V,
The moment, therefore, that there appeared agrobability
of his invading Franche Comté, they were loud in their
opposition ; and had they beenteadfast therein also, the
ambitious designs of Louis would have been thwarted in
that quarter. They were themselves capable of sustain-
ing the county against the power of France, divided
as it was by other adversaries ; but no such activity was
required of them: the emperor and the king of Spain
demanded permission of the Swiss cantons to march
their troops across that territory for the defence of
Franche Comté ; the Swiss hesitated ; Louis XIV. had
recourse to the resources of Colbert; a large sum of
money was instantly sent to the leaders of the cantons,
and the permission was refused to the imperial troops.
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A variety of successes and re%ensei followed ; " g =
throughout the campai of ral years® we * fini#:
the armies of Louis i defeatell : 50 metimes
victorious ; but still, upon the whole,’ ﬂ g in
every direction, and extending the FMER’W
far beyond its previous limits. In the+ ile,
conferences for the purpose of awranging & treaty of
peace had been held first at Cologue, and afterwards
at Nymwegen or Nimegnen; and although for some
time no party realiy exemtcd itself to put an end to a
war the. resul@®T which was very doubtful, at length
more serious measures of pacification were adopted ; and
the marquig de Croissi, with the maréchg) dEstndes
and the eount d’Avaux, carried on the negotiations on
thesart of France under the mediation of England.
Long delays succeedid ; and the evident unwillingness
of Franée to treat, without very great concessions on the
part of Spain and the empire, had more than once nearly
brought the negotiations to an end : but at length the
terms were settled, chiefly, it would seem, by Croissi and
sir Williasn Temple, and the peace of Nimeguen was
sealed by all parties in the course of the year 1678.

By that treaty France obtained, at the sacrifice of a
part of her late conquests, a very considerable aug-
mentation of territory. Eleven important towns in
Flanders, and the whole of Franche Comté, formed a
specious compensation for the war; and the vanity
of Louis, and of his people, was sufficiently gratified by
the provinces he acquired, and the tone that he assumed.
» Put Colbert saw more deeply into the disadvamtages of
‘war, and felt in the commencing difficulties of the
finance what were the real results of the military success
which dazzled the eyes of the nation. Although he
might judge that, both by geographical situstion and
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M'n'ﬁh'tary poilit of ®iew; yet he felt that the vast
sgms whieh had been swallowed up in a six years’ war,
the interruption of cemmeree, and the pressure upon the
people, renderedethe purchase far too dear. We can
congeive; nothing more painful, nothing more difficult
to support with equanimity, than for a minister, full of
Jjust and extensive views for the benefit of his country,
and possessing the certainty of genius in regard to the
result of those views if carried into operation, to behold
them frustrated by the petty gassions, vanity, or pride
of one under whose control he.s 1c¥ngd by, circum-
stancep to act. The financial views of Colbert were no
doubtful theqry, formed upon an hypothetical basis, and
ténding only toan uncertain result; but tHey were, on
the contrary, a concatenation of vast but ascettajped
principles, fixed upon the immutabs foundation of she
nature of man, and of whose consequences thege could
he no doubt, even had they not been pioved at the com-~
mencement of this very war, by the experience of ten
years’ continual and rapid advance towards an unequalled
state of prosperity. Neither Colbert, nor any goe clse in
the realm, could doubt what would be the result of thpte
measures, if carried on unufterruptedly, which had
raised France from the most profound depth of com-
mercial depression, to a point of wealth and industry far
beyond any that she had ever reached since the found-
ation of the monarchy ; and yet the will of the king had
necessanly interrupted those measures, and forced upbn
Colbert a change of schemes and efforts for the purpose _
of supperting a needless and expensive war. *
‘What those means were, to which the great minister
was obliged to have recourse for the purpose of affording
his master supplies during the contest with Holland,
Spain, and the empire, we must now consider; and
voL. 111, N



178 FOREIGN GTATESMEN.

gadeavour, if we can, to “show, in the ‘riefest and
simplest language, the difference betwegn the financial
proceedings of Colbert and those who had gone before
him, in times of difficulty, when the support of large
armiesacted 2s a continual drain upon' the exchequer.
The very first preparations, as“we, have stated, for the.
warwith Holland, required, in 1672, an expense of more
than 50,000,000 of livres: the whole revenue of the state
at that period amounted only to 117,390,000 ; and the
pensions and subsidies which Louis granted to foreign
princes ; the bribes and gratuities which he showered
with a profuse hand upon those whose services were
either future or past ; the dailycxpenses of. his splendid
court, and the constant supply required for his voluptu-
ous pleasures ; the encouragement of arts, sciences, ma-
nufactures, av® agriculture ; the vast expengditure on
public buildings, and a thousand minor calls upon the
liberality of the government, — left little or nothing .of
that revenue to be applied to the payment of troops, the
purchase of ammunition and provisions, and all those in-
calculable costs which the maintenance of large armies
occasions without producing any return. The conse-
quence was, that in the course of that war, which lasted
upon the whole between six and seven years, a deficiency
of between 800,000,000 and 900,000,000 of livres
was felt by Colbert, and supplied by him by the em-
pleyment of a great number of those methods of rais-
ing money which he mbst condemned, and which had
most injured the country under the administration of
his predecessors. The value of the currency had in
France, as in most other countries, been subjected to
great variations; but the fatal resource of .altering
the currency was of course one of the last to which
& wise minister would apply, and we find that the
debasement of the coin was checked under the reign
of Louis XIV., so long as Colbert held the govern.
ment of finance : Voltaire asserts, indeed, that Colbert
pushed the imaginary value of the mark of silver from
twenty-six francs, where it was at the time of his
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coming into power, to twenty.seven, and twenty-eighty
but between his death and that of Louis XIV. it was
earried to the enormous extent of forty. The measures
to which he had recourse were the creation of imposts,
the erection and sale of new offices, and the wraising
wmoney by loan, both il the form of rentes, and upon
the new imposts with which be was obliged to burthen
the people. Such were the means to which he had
recourse, and suak were the means which had been em.
ployed by his predecessors. The only apparent difference
between his own proceedings and those who went before
him, was his reluctance in regard to tampering with the
currency : but there was,a much greater real difference,
‘Whereas, in former times, money applied for in moments
of great exigency by ministews of little eredit, small
financial knowledge, and inferior ccoit' 3y and regu-
larity, was only to be obtained at an immense sacrifice
when borrowed, and with the loss of nearly 4hree quar-
ters in collecting, when produced from taxation. It was
obtained by Colbert with ease at a moderate rate of
interest, and with little, if any, depassion of the credit
of the state. The new imposts, though obliged to be
forestalled, were collected with accuracy and regularity ;
and the simplification of every branch of the public
accounts, and of cvery official department connected
with finance, which had been effected by Colhert on his
very first entrance into the ministry, produced ten times
more benefit, when the pressuf on the exchequer be-
came extreme, than had even been the tase when that
exchequer was overflowing with the superabundant
wealth of a peaceful and prosperous country. It is
not too much o say, that hed those 800,000,000 been
required under Fouquet, it would have eost the state at
lesst four times the sum to have obtained them 5 and
even then, many delays and impediments, intrigue, ne-
gotiation, and euspense, creating new difficulties to the
government, and s long train of after expenses, would
Bave taken place ere the money was paid into the tres-
wry. Nothing of the kind now occurred, Though
N 2
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abborring the system on which he was obliged to act,
though condemning the extravagance he was forced to
supply, Colbert insured, that neither hesitation nor de-
lay should frustrate the views of his master, or increase
those costs which he was anxious to put a stop to alto=
gether. Supplies were no sooner” wanted, than they were—
ready : his prudence foresaw the demand before it was
made ; and by taking time to find the means, the means
were found at the least possible chargs: Thus, though
driven from his own system, and obliged te have re-
course, in a degree, to the bad one which had been em.
ployed by others before him, the clearness of his
intellect, and the orderly arrangement of his mind, pre-
vented the evil from becoming so great as it might have
proved in the hands of eany other man ; and rendered
a long war, ca@®ed on in a magnificent but extravagant
manner, as little detrimental to the people as possible.
Nevertheless, it must not be supposed that, during
the whole course of this costly struggle, Colbert did not
eppose, as strongly as it was possible for a minister to
do, the detrimental course that Louis was pursuing.
After the first conferences touching a peace which were
held at Cologne, he clearly perceived that Louis, full of
the vanity of military glory, was deceiving both his
enemies and himself, in regard to any sincere desire for
tranquilligy ; and was, in fact, determined to carry on the
way on the same scale in which it had been commenced,
till a complete triumph énabled him to command terms
which would satisfy both ambition and vanity. This
conviction being more and more strongly forced upon
him every day by the inattention with which the king
treated his remonstrances in regard to the financial dif-
ficulties that threatened, Colbert at length determined
to display to the monarch the real state towards which
he Was hurrying France, and then to retire from a post
which rendered him no longer a benefactor, but rather
an oppressor of the people. He accordingly proceeded
to Versailles, where Louis then was, surrounded by oll
the splendour of the most magnificent court in Europe,



JEAN BAPTISTE COLBERT. 181

listening from morning till night of the glory of his
conquests, and the renown of his arms, and shutting his
eyes to the miseries which his people suffered from the
excessive burthens with which he daily charged them. *
Admitted to his usual audience, Colbert laid before
theking a clear statement of the conditidn of France, and
presented to his sight a striking comparison between the
then existing state of the French nation and that which
it had enjoyed Defore the commencement of the war.
He showed him, in the picturc of the past,apeople happy
and contented ; commerce flourishing, agriculture pro-
ducing large returns, manufactures spreading, and daily
generating new sources of wealth, arts encouraged,
science promoted, and magnificence and splendour reign-
ing in the court and in the city, while an overflowing
treasury and increasing revenue attestgd the prosperous
state of the people, and the wisdom of Yhe rule under
which they lived. On the other.hand, he showed
Louis a nation, at the end of a feur yearsdwar, unable
to pay the taxes with which they were loaded, com-
merce withering, agriculture carried on with difficulty,
manufacture beginning to decrease, the people com-
plaining loudly, and suffering the utmost miscry;
while an immense debt, an empty treasury, and a fail-
ing revenue, showed the dreadful drain of an unpro-
fitable and unnecessary war. The king was struck,
but appeared more gloomy and discontent®l with the
representation than determineq to remove the evil and
when Colbert concluded by demanding permission to
retire from a post which he could no longer fill witk
peace and honour to himself, or benefit to the country,
Louis kept silencg, and the minister was obliged to re-
tire without an answer.

It was the custom of Colbert, on returning to
his dwelling after the fatigues and labours of thee
day, to go first into his library, where he usually
found assembled a number of the literary and scien-
tific men of the age, with whom he conversed for
some time, both for the purpose of gaining a general

. N 3
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knowledge of the progress of the country, and in order
to relieve his mind from the burthen of weightier
thoughts. On his return from Versailles, however,
feeling convinced that he should soon receive a notifi.
cation that his kesignation was accepted, and only sup.

ported by the cofisciousness of having performed a grea

duty, under the impression of having lost & high station,
and sacrificed immense power, Colbert avoided his
library, and shut himself up in his cgbinet. His ser-
vants, perceiving the agitation in which he returned,
ran to inform his wife, with whom he lived on terms of
eonfidence and afection , and she almost immediately
joined himn, “~anc .g to share in the grief under
which r- ( dentlv suffored. [le then explained to
her t' circumstances apd informed her that, rather
than  oppiess e people any farther with fresh taxes,
he had begged the king's permission ‘to retire from
effice. 'Tomany a woman, especially in those days, the
blow-injght have been severe ; but she instantly replied,
that to retire into private life upon such a motive was

" much ‘moré homeyygble to her husband than to enjoy
the highest ran’ in the state ; and’expressed e pride
with which she would follow him into obscurity in cor

sequence of such an action.

No notice was taken, however, by Louis, of the de-
mand of Colbert; and instcad of showing towards his
minjster the same coldness which had marked his de-
meano . in the first moitification of disappointment, he
took every opport ity of disti® -uishing him - the
presence of the court. Th. ature of Colbert, however,
was inflexible ; and se ‘g that the party of Louvois
was determined to protract the war, hg again represented
to Louis the state of the country, and remonst-ater’’
boldly upon the conti ‘uance of the war. The monarch

* heard him now with patience and attention; entered
fully into the detai's f 'he subject; and the result of
their conference was the appointment of the plenipoten-
Miaries who concluded the peace of Nimeguen.

The war of 1672 was not, however, the only mor-
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tification which Colbert received at this period—was
not the only, instance in which his wise policy was
érossed by the folly and passions of others, and his
best schemes disappointed, to the great loss and disad-
vantage of France. At the accession of Henry IV. the
duguenots formed peafly a twelfth pirt of the popu-
lation of the kingdom ; and it is probable that, had the
persecution which they suffered under the house of
Valois been consinued for many years longer without
interruption, they would eventually have outnumbered
their adversaries. Under Henry IV., however, perse-
cution ceased : the protestants were declared eligible to
every office in the state; a v of justice was estab-
lished in Paris, called La Co. o ‘e I'Edit, for the
purpose of trying causes betwgen protestsui > .rties ; and
such privileges were grantéd to them os»sccured them
the free exercise of their religion, and seemed to guafd
them for ever against the intolerance of their adversg
#es. Though Calvin burnt Servétus for fering with
hit; i aninior yet the religion which he taught .js
» aturally not one of proselvtism ; agd the huguenots, as -
s0n o, hev found themselves frec from onpression,
mede bui fev attempts to 4.in converts from the Roman
church, neglected many precaations for their own secu-
"1y anlin a great w. 1y istances, as soon as honour
wag ¢~ longer 1mplicaterd, conformed, for the sake of
convenience, to the religion of the majority.

Not 5o the catholics ; attached to a religion from which
& gpirit of prosely.sm is inseparable, they i sed every
1 a8, even onder Henry IV, to gain over the hugue.
uy: to theic own faia ; und as soon as the weak son of
tha; inonarch suceeeded to his great father, intrigues
for she renewal of persecuticn commenced. 1n various
instances, by grievances and exactions, the huguenots
were driven into revolt ; and Richelieu, whose religious®
views were probably very moderate, punished those
severely as insurgents whom he cared little about as
sectaries. After crushing their power, expelling thems
from their strong holds, and depriving them of all

N 4
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those privileges which rendered them dangerous as =
body, he left them unmolested in the exercise of their
religion ; secure, in the insignificance to.which he had
reduced them, that they could never again embarrass
the government hy insurrection. They had now, both
in numbers and’in importance, 8ecreased very greatly g~
they were peaceable, active, industrious, and amongst
the first whom the liberality of Colbert called into active
exertion in works of manufacture and eommerce. They
thus became in a very short time amongst the most
useful communities in the state; and Colbert, whose
whole mind was utterly untouched with bigotry, saw in
them nothing but honest, active, and intelligent subjects,
to whose farther o, ts fur the general prosperity of the
country it was his duty te give the greatest encourage-
ment. it is said even, that he had devised a scheme
for casting into their hands a particular branch of com-
merce, from‘. which the rest of the subjects of France were
excluded on"account of their religion. The ambit®n and
insolence of the Portuguese in Japan had created such
an abhorrence of ew:ry one professing or attempting to
promulgate the Roman cathelic religion, that the ports
of that.important country were shut against all per-
sons of the obnoxious creed ; and it is said that Colbert
intended, at the time he founded the company of the
Indies, to,take measares for establishing a commerce
between France and Japan by means of the protestant
merchants of the former country.

Mazarin, though a prelate of the Roman church, had
shown rather a fondness for the protestants than other-
wise ; and Colbert in this respect followed in his steps:
but it was sufficient that the minister of finance respected
and protected the huguenots, for Lcuvois to make them

,.the objects of persecution. Le Tellier, his father, in
" matters of weligion bigoted and intolerant, and in natural .
character possessing many high qualifications for a place
under the banners of Ignatius Loyola, had found the
* bonds which bound him to Colbert of a very fragile na-
ture, as soon as a rivalry in the favour of their young
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monarch ended in the preference of Louis for the mi-
nister of finance. Thus, after having co-operated with
Colbert in the destruction of Fouquet, he would soon
have sought the dverthrow of his own connection, had
he not wisely seen that the enterprise was above his
g&rength He joined willingly, however, with Louvois,
in doing all that they could to obstruct the operations,
and disappoint the views, of Colbert ; and the natural
inclination of beth father and son led them to direct
their efforts against the protestants, as much to mortify
the rival minister as to serve the purposes of their own
harsh bigotry.

The mind of Louis was unfortunately but too accessible
to arguments against any who differed with him, especi-
ally in religion. FHis mother had imbued his spirit from
a very early period with a great respect for catholicism ;
and though libertine by habits and character, and show-
ing throughout life no great respect for the precepts of
religioff, the forms and ceremonies were ﬁvays in his
eyes of great importance, and he felt his honour as a king
and his zeal as a catholic affected by sy opposition to the
doctrines which he himself professed and supported.
The persuasions, therefore, of Le Tellier and Louvois
were seconded by the king's own passions and pre-
judices. Colbert had nothing on his side but justice
and common sense, and of course was obliggd to yield.
All that he could do was so far to break the force of the
torrent as to prevent it from fushing upon the unfor-
tunate protestants at once and overwhelming them ; and,
while Louis himself covered his unjust proceedmgl
with an affectation of consideration for the huguenots,
Colbert laboured hard to place every check he could
upon the king’s proceedings, in order to prevent the
protestants from being driven to despair, and the state
from being depnved of the services of a lange bolly of
active and ingenious men. But he had to contend with
superior power, and with keen and active enemies : step
by step the persecution of the huguenots became more
and more decided ; and amongst the first and most
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serious measures used against them was the abolition of
the court called La Chambre de I'Edit, which, though
composed almost exclusively of catholics, had, accord
ing to the confession of the protestants themselves, ren-
dered the most impartial justice in all their causes.
Colbert struggled apainst this*preceeding as long as i
was possible, but was in the end forced to yield; for he
was not only resisting the arbitrary prejudices of his
master, the religious prejudices of the clergy of France,
and the envious activity of Louvois and Le Tellier, bus
he was resisting also a stronger and more overpowering
force—the spirit of the age in which he lived. It was
an age of persecution ; the last, we trust, that the world
is ever destined to .. Nor is it unworthy of remark,
how universal was the spint of intolerance amongst
men at that moment, how entirely separate and distinct
it existed from any doctrine or tenet, but pervaded the
actions of the most different sects as a sort of epidemic
disease of the mind. In France, the protestants were sub-
jected to the most base, treacherous, and cruel persecu-
tion ; in England, #he catholics met the same fate ; and
hundreds of executions, the enurder of innocent and un-
offending men, and the readine:s with which cvery atro-
cious conspirator was listened to and rewarded when he
accuscd either the noblest and the best, or the low and the
infamous, pf acts which were then considered as religious
crimes, proved the virulent activity of the same spirit
amongst a people of a’calm and reasoning character,
and of a religion of pecace and tolerance. 1In Scotland,
again, that very form of church government which thus
assailed the catholics in England was in turn attacked
by the fierce intolerance of another sect, and roused it-
self up to retaliate, with the most fierce and fiendish
cruelty, upon the men who resisted its authority. Against
this general tendency of the human mind it was in vain
to contend ; and, though the whole of Colbert’s policy
was pacific —though his mind was sufficiently enlight-
ened to see no difference, as a statesman, between various
creeds and persuasions —though the only distinction
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that he suffered to have weight in his grand views
of internal policy ‘was the distinction between the
orderly, industrious, and loyal, and the turbulent, idle,
and disaffected,— he was obliged, against hiswill, to coun-
tenance the commencement of those proceedings against
the prétestants, which, #s the jesuits obtained greater in-
fluence over the mind of Louis, were carried on till the
wholebody of huguenots, with a very few exceptions, were
compelled to evagnate France.

After the abolition of their peculiar court, they were
soon restricted in the exercise of their religion, the
number of their churches was limited, and the limit
became morc rarrow every day; they were forbid-
den to intermarry with catholics; the education of
their children was interfered with ; they were excluded
from varivus offices and privileges; and the most
unjust and shameful means of every kfnd were em-
ployed to seduce, or to drive, the youth of the hu-
guenot community into conformity with=the Roman
catholic church. Colbert still resisted as far as it was
possible ; and without his oppositiop, there can be no
doubt, the stern virulence of Louvols, the bigoted en-
thusiasm of Le Tellier, and the arbitrary impatience
of Loujs XIV. would have ecarried these proceed-
ings much more rapidly to the mtch of severity they
afterwards reached, against a body of men who, not«
withstanding the efforts of the cruel minisftr, main.
tained their heretical dogmas in, opposition to the Wwill
of their royal mastgr.

At length, however, in 1681, it was declared that
huguenot children of seven years old were competent
to make a voluntary renunciation of their religion,
sums of money were distributed to work conversion,
and the gentle persuasion of catholic dragoons quar-
tered upon the heads of protestant families was.em.
ployed to hasten the operation of faith. The conse-
quences were now what Colbert had all along perceived
they would be. The huguenots, the most industrious
class of French manufacturers, began to fly on every
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side, in order to prevent the perversion of their
children’s minds, and to escape the iniquitous infrac-
tion of all the sweet domestic ties of life. England
gladly invited the fugitives to her shores, and pro-
mised them protectiofi and assistance. Holland offered
support and encouragement ; antl the city of Amsierdagp
alone built a thousand houses for the reception of the
exiled protestants of France ; the Gefman Lutherans
feceived them as brothers; and Louis began to see, too
late, the evil result of the steps he had taken, and to
employ means of a still more detrimental nature to
check the emigration which his injustice had produced.
Flight was forbidden upon pain of death and confis-
cation ; legal murd -rs were carried on daily, with scarcely
a pretence of law; and_judicial assassins were never
found wahiting to execute the bloody wishes of a soft,
voluptuots, #nd libertine court. Death alone, with all
its terrors, was not considered sufficient to intimiddte
the huguetcis from following their religion or.flying
from its persecutors ; and the horrid punishment, of the
wheel in numeroug jnstances followed the slightest re-
sistance to the tyrannical will of an intolerant dect. " In
the end, the edict of Nantes was formally rgvoked ; arid
that law, which had been so continually mfringed by
those who were bound to maintain it, was swept from
the records of the realm. Ere that act teok place,
however, ‘the eyes of Colbert were closed to the mad
prdceedings of those whom he would have led in a
better track ; and we must now return, tg follow the
course of his actions in circumstances less unfavourable
than those which it has just been our task to display.
No sooner had Colbert raised up the drooping com-
merce of France, restored agriculture to a state of
prosperity, and given to arts and manufactures the im-
pulse which carried them on through all after years, than
he turned his attention to the laws, by which the peace-
ful exercise of industry, the enjoyment of the fruits of
labour, and th&t general security without which every
qarthly good is of little value, are insured to mankind,
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There can be little or no doubt that to his suggestions
may be attributed the general reform of the law, which
took place without intermission from the year 1667 till
the whole of that compilation called the Code Louis
was c?mpleted. A nuipber of the most famous juris-
dmsults in France*were selected for the purpose of
purifying the laws by which France was governed ; and
Seguier, Lamoignon, Talon, and Bignon, with several
others, were employed for many years in preparing an
entirely new collection of statutes. Louis took part in
the discussions himself ; but it was upon the counsellor
of state, Pussor{, the uncle of Colbert, that the monarch
principally relied, and by his advice the decisions of the
king were generally directed.

In 1669, Colbert was appoihted one of the secretarigs
of state, and may be considered from that moment is com=
bining in hisown person the offices of minister for the
interiot, the marine, and of finance. The axelioration of
the law, therefore, fell more immediately under his super-
idtendence; and labouring assiduously with Pussort, he
not only endeavoured to purify the séfirce but to régulate
the administration. The, order in which the different 4
objects of legislation were aoticed, is stated by Voltaire,
to have been as follows: the civil code was the first that
appeared ; then the code respecting forests and nvers,
one of greater importance in France than inethis coun«
try; then the code respecting manufactures ; thenethe
criminal code, the code of commerce, and lastly that of
the marinek .

So far did the mind of Colbert run on before the age,
that he made efforts — however incomplete and ineffec-
tual — for the amelioration of the condition of colonial
slaves ; & race of men who, till he appeared, had cer-
tainly been regarded and treated as if they werg not «
human beings. Kept in a state of ignorance and debasea
ment, used like beasts of burthen, and deprived of every
means of improvement, they had perhaps shown less
intellectual capabilities than the rages which oppressed
them ; but certain it is, that these who did so oppreis
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them took advantage of the brutalising results of their
own injustice as a pretext for perpetuating that injustice,
and that Colbert was the first who saw the necessity of
guarding the unhappy negroes against the excesses of
those who claimed an iniquitoug, right to their persons.
Great reforms also took place fromn his suggestion, affif
under his direction, in the proceedings of the courts and
the general administration of justice; and amongst other
beneficial changes was the doing away With private juris-
dictions in Paris. Previous to this period, the courts of the
king were not the only ones to which recourse could be had
in the capital; and the right of administering justice in
certain districts of the city was claimed by the archbishop
of Paris, the abbot of St. Germain, the grand prior, and
the abbess of Montmartfe: each had their particular
officers, and each had a crowd of lawyers belonging to
their court. The extent of jurisdiction possessed by each
was a questigr cf continual difficulty ; and the transfer
of causes from one court to another, with frequent ap-
peals to other tribunals, and disputes between different
bodies as to their'Gifferent rights, caused interminable
« confusion, immense expense, and a protracted delay of
justice in many of those very cases where promptitude
was the most required. A number of noblemen also
possessed a minor extent of jurisdiction, and in.almost
all these ckses the right was very much abused’: ]ustlce
or injustice became a saleable commodity, and the in-
terpreters of the law mafle it speak the language which
thexr own interests dictated. By the advice of Colbert,
* all these jurisdictions were swept away, and the courts
of the king and his officers were declared to be those to
which alone the people could apply for justice.
This reformation of a particular abuse was accompa-
« nied by the suppression of a particular crime; a crime
which originated in an age of barbarism — springing from
the habits of barbarous nations—was maintained through’
centuries of superstition, and has descended to ourselves,
partly supported by the prejudices of the higher classes,
and tolerated by shameful negligence and a breach of
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paramount duty on the part of legislators, judges, and
kings ; — I refer to the practice of duelling, which, in
France, had been carried to a higher pitch of extra-
vagance than in any country of Europe, from the re-
mains of that fierceness which the people derived from
their Frankish ancestord, together with the want of that
calm consideration of the true principles of honour,
which shows that honour is based upon something more
then mere animal courage. .
Whether we consider duelling with a reference to
the law of God or the law of man, we can but con-
sider it as calm and deliberate murder. No Christian,
we believe, who is any thing more than a mere pro-
fessor of doctrines that he does not understand, or a
weak assenter to a book which he has never read, will
require any proof, that to slay another in_ aduel, or to
go out for the purposg of committing that act, is as
much murder in the eyes of God as the shooting of an
inoffensive passenger upon the high road ; mnor is it less
clear, that he who goes out without the intention of
taking the life of another, but exporsshimself willingly
and knpwingly to be put to death in a duel, for no be-
nefit to his fellow-creatures, or any portion thereof,
must, in the eyes of a pure and almighty Judge, be trebly
guilty—as one who,in his own person,commits the awtul
act of suicide, as one who facilitates anothey in com-
mitting the dreadful crime of murder, and as one yho
sets an example to others of a din and a folly to which
they want but too few inducements. As long as the
heart of man, in general, is what it is, no encourage-
ments will be wanting to the commission of this crime ;
and it is a duty which every Christian, which every
brave man, and which every man of honour, owes to
his fellow-creatures, to set his face against it. .
That, according to the law of man in every civilised
country of the world, and according to the abstract
principles of justice and equity, it is also murder, there
can be no doubt either. Every law of every Christian
land declares that he who kills another — unless in his
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own defence, or under sentence of the law, or authonty
of the state — is 2 murderer ; and the general pretence
upon which the execution of this law has been evaded
by unjust judges and perjured juries has been, that the
offender committed the offence in defence of his own
person, because the victim wis crmed for thé same
crime, But it is 2 principle of law —and 2 most excel-
lent principle also—that ne one can either benefit by
his pwn wrong, or can plead, in éxtenuation of his
own act, that apother was engaged in committing equal
evil. The person who shoots another in a duel gbes there
for the. purpose of committing ruurder ; and the fact
that he is at the same time engaged in ‘another criminal
act — that of aidi..g another to commit, or attempt, mur-
der on his own person — cannot be received by the law,
either as un_ excuse for his crime, or a mitigation of
his punishment. Instead of such a fact rendering the
visitation of the law less severe,- it should, on the con.
trary, add {0 the weight of: punishment, were not that
punishment-glready, for the crime of murdér, the highest
that the law re.opnised. - - DM
Considering the question in regard to ecluitx, -much
weak and unsubstantial reasoning .has been uged — some-
times by judges to mislead a ‘jury, dnd sometimes by
advocates in defence of their client— in order to show
that mengn particular ranks and classes in society are
comqpelled by circumstances to commit this act : honour
has been talked of, ané the prejudices of society, and
the necessity for there being some punishment for ®f-
fences of which the law does not take cognizance. But
are we to hear such arguments maintained in the very
temple of justice itself — before thit tribunal where there
should be no distinction of persons, of classes, of profes-
sions ? —are we to be told, ay, and in the very sanc-
tuaty where equity should reign supreme, from which
every thought or consideration should be banished but
that of rendering equal justice — are we to be told, that
that which is murder in a labouring man, that which
would doom him to ignominy and a disgraceful death,
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ghall, in a man who wears a better coat, and works not
with his hands, be considered as an untoward event,
after which he is not only suffered to go free and un-
chastised, but is sent forth with the mingled pity and
admiration of those, who, had they kept their caths and
romentbered their duty to God and man, would have sent
him to the gallows? If the law be defective in punish-
ing certain offences, let thedaw be amended ; but let no
man take it into Iis own hands.

In whatéver way we consider the quesiion, it becomes
more and more evident what is the duty, and ought
to be thé conduet, of legislators and judges upon the
subject. Is revenge the motive for duelling? Then
is the motive in itself a %rime, Is the occasion of
the duel some light word orecasual offence? Then
is the*rime the more inexcusable from the slightness
of the cause.®* Honour has, been spoken ‘of, and the
necessity of keeping up’ thegspirjt and cqugageous habits
of the people; but honour consists in doing nothing
wrong, or base, or*unlawful, not it wurdering or being
murdered; &nd'in regard t¢ courage,m® nced but say,
that the bravest nations never*knew the existence of
such’a practice, and the bravest men have ever set their
faces against it. The Romans and the Greeks were
utterly unacquainted with such 2 degrading and absurd
custom : they needed no such means of showjng their
courage. Brutus and Scipio, Pericles and Leonidas,
Alexander and Casar, Epaminohdas and Themistocles,
fodnd means of establishing the reputation of brave men
without turning their swords against their friends and
companions ; while many a man who goes forth to fight
another according to the evil practice of the present

* If a labouring man Kkill another in attempting to get money tofeed a
starving family, he is sent to the gallows without mercy ; and justly, —as
noman can be suffered, without peril to the whole frame ol rocicty, to com.
mit such an act on any pretence: yet it is very doubtful whether the
punishment tends greatly totheck the crime. 'With duelling, on the con-
h‘ar{. there is no man on earth who can doubt that the punishment which
the law really assigns would be cffect.ve, if put in execution. Both reason
and the expertence of all countries prove It ; and yet we suffer Jaws at ance
sanguinary and ineflectual to exist, while laws that arc just, necessary, and
would undoubtedly be effectual, we suffer to be cvaded every day.

VOL, III. 0
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days is, in truth, a coward; a coward to prejudices
which he feels to be unreasonable, and to the opinions
of men whom he thoroughly despises. At all events,
he is a murderer, according to the law of God, and ac-
cording to the law of man. Those who encourage him
in the act are accessaries to th& crime ; the judge who
gives such a charge as knowingly to induce a jury to
acquit him is culpable before.God, his country, and man-
hind ; and the jury, which by its vardict pronounces
him not guilty, violates the oath administered to it on
entering that court. A monarch, also, has his share of
the responsibility, and, if he fail in enforcing justice, a
great share of the crime. )

Those who hav. most stréhuously exerted themselves
to put down this barharous crime, have generally
been men -0 eminent for their courage as to be be-
yond all suspicion of fear. Gustavus Adolphus —he
whose person was the mark of every imperial soldier —
he who, atThe head of his cavalry, was found in the
thickest of every fight, and who died covered with
wounds in the. ament of victory — utterly abolished it
from his army, and gave an example of what might be
done by a great king, a fearless man, and a wise legis-
lator, to put a stop even to a vice which assumed the
name of virtue. Richelieu effected the same thing in
France dyring his administration. In latter times, we
have seen Frederick the Great, and the present stern
and upright ruler of the mighty republic of the United
States *, direct their efforts to the same great cause;
and Colbert, at the period of which we are speaking, —a
man whom no personal fears could turn for one moment
from any just and honourable object, — now urged upon
Louis XIV., a sovereign distinguished for his personal
bravery and for his approbation of every species of
courage, to treat with the utmost severity a crime which
was a proof of any thing but a virtue which they both
admired.

A famous combat which took place between eight

* General Jackson.
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persons, four against four, in the year 1663, and
which terminated in the most lamentable manner, gave
an excellent opportunity for announcing the monarch’s
determination never to pardon again. This was the
‘more necessary, as, after the death of the cardinal de
Richeheu, during the li¢entious and unbridled period of
the Fronde, the practice of duelling, to which Richelieu
had put a stop, was renewed with 1. re viralence than
ever. Multitudes of men of rank and distinction were
elain by the hands of their political opponents, and the
opinion was daily gaining ground, \..at there was some-
thing honourable and spirited in this infraction of the
law. Louis aniftounced his determination, and adhered
to it, of treating offences of this nature as any ordinary
case of murder. For some tigne it was never believed
that the king would keep his resolution: but on the very
next instance the king sternly rejected all solicitations
for pardon. Prayers, entreatu! and tears on the part
of the offender’s relations“wert! all employed in vain :
the monarch declared that the very arguments used to
palliate the particular offence, were thumstrongest argu-
ments against his showing mercy, that the high rank
of the criminals would render the example afforded
by their punishment the more striking, and that the pre-
valence of the crime required him to be more severe in
its repression. The offender was accordingly left to
suffer the award of the law ; a few more such instances
of wholesome severity followedy and duelling may be
said to have been put an end to in France, till a relax-
ation of all wise measures took place at a period and
under circumstances that do not come within the scope
of this work.

In his proceedings for the reformation of the mode of
administering justice in France, Colbert met with but
little opposition, although the persons to whose peculation
and rapacity he put a check were scarcely fewer in numa
ber than those against whom his financial measures had
been directed : their knowledge of the law, however, ren-
dered them aware of the power which Colbert possessed

o2
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over them; and the example which he had made of the
traitans who had resisted, was too recent to be forgotten,
and too severe to be despised. I find only two instances
in which his beneficial measures were strongly opposed ;
the one by the parliament of Toulouse, which gave &
decree against the execution of one of the royalcdists
for the regulation of what were called the exploits, —a
branch of the business of the courts carricd on by the
inferior officers, and comprising subpeenas, executions
in judgment, and distraints. Colbert immediately wrote
to the first president of that parliament, setting before
him the folly as well as the danger of opposing the
royal will in a matter solely conceived for the benefit of
the public ; and, after some hesitation and show of re-
luctance, the courts oif Teulouse were forced to submit,
and reverse their decree. 'The next instance in which
he met with opposition was in regard to the stalls in the
public markets ; the licute%pt-general of police endea-
vouring to resist the exediition of some resolutions which
Colbert had been forced to adopt concerning thein: the
minister, howe: -esnaintained his authority ; and, though
the inferior officer attempted to support himself by the
clamour of the lower classes, he was at length forced to
obey.

Immediately after the peace of Nimeguen, a grand fes-
tival was given in Paris, called the Carousel, in regard
to which some anecdotes are told, which, as they affect
Colbert, must not be passed over in silence. Frustrated
in their views of protracting the war, and frustrated as
they well knew by the advice and remonstrances of
Colbert, Louvois, and the party attached to his interests,
determined that the success of the minister of finance
should not be so complete as he believed it to be,
and that he should find the expenses of the first

" yeareof peace not so greatly different from those of the
war as he hoped they would he. They therefore sug-
gested to the gorgeous and pageant-loving Louis X1V.,
that to give a great and expensive entertainment to
the ministers and strangers who crowded the capital



JEAN BAPTISTE COLBERT. 197

after the restoration of peace, would increase his impor-
tance in the eyes of the world, and teach other nations,
who were all suffering from the exhaustion of a long
war, that his power and resources were unbounded.
Louis required no great exhortations to enter into their
views! passionately fond of splendour and display, he was
soon persuaded to give the féte which they proposed,
though, in the first instance, he limited his views to a
moderate expense, Gradually, however, additions were
made to the plan originally proposed: new diversions
and rieces of pageantry were suggested by the courtiers ;
and at length the most splendid and ostentatious schemes
were gent in for the approbation of the monarch, by a
class of men who made it their business to devise for
his luxurious court new sceres of splendour and fes~
tivity.

The only difficulty anticipatgd by any of the parties
was likely to spring from £alhgrt ; buteluvois and his
friends looked forward with pleasure to the mortification
and embarrassment of the minister of finance. He dared
not, they believed, oppose the wishes s##1® monarch, and
yet would be severely grieved to cast away an immence
sum of treasure upon such unproductive pageants. Louis
himself, however, contemplated the announcement of
his project to Colbert with some degree of apprehension
and uneasiness. He respected and loved the 19an whom
the others hated : he venerated the very feelings shat
this new extravagance was likaly to outrage; and he
wished not to hear arguments that he could not answer,
against a scheme which he was bent upon executing.
He took every meaus, therefore, to prepare the mind of
Colbert before he spoke to him upon the subject, or
rather to drive the minister to speak to him thereupon in
the first place; he caused the intended carousel to be men-
tioned in his presence more than once, and he employed
his courtiers and dependants to touch upon the subject
in conversation with the minister. Colbert, however,
maintained an inflexible silence ; and nothing that could
be done induced him to take the slightest notice of the

o3
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scheme which was now labouring in the mind of the
king and all his courtiers.

Atlength, as money was only to be obtained thiough
his mediation, Louis spoke to him upon the subject, at
once excusing himgelf for entgring upon new exg:;nses
when the finances of the state were already desperaf€ly
embarrassed by the late wars, and assuring his minister
that it was his wish to conduct the féte on a scale as
little costly as possible. Colbert’s face Became grave and
severe at the very mention of expense, and he reminded
the king of the state of the country, and the difficulties
he encountered in procuring even the nacessary supplies.
As his majesty, however, he added, gave him to under-
stand that the matter had been considerably talked of
in the court, that it had dot abroad amongst the people,
and even that foreign courts had been taught to expect
such a display, it was i.-cessary, of course, to yield to a
measure, agaisey which 4y wéer other circumstances, he
might have been tempted humbly to remonstrate.

The king replied, that it was his intention to choose the
least expensive of*the plans, and that he trusted no great
additions would be made to the burthens of the people.
To his surprise, however, Colbert differed with him in
regard to the necessity of economy, alleging, that if
the reason which his majesty had assigned for giving
the féte ateall, — that of impressing foreign nations with
a high idea of his power and resources, — was valid, it
implied that the festivdl must be fully as magnificent,
if not more so, than any which had preceded it. Louis
willingly yielded to any schemes of expense which his
provident and economical minister was disposed to sanc-
tion ; and Colbert took away the various plans for the
carousel with him, with the king's full permission to
chooge which he thought fit, and calculate the expense,
The minister soon informed the king that he had made
his selection and his calculation, and that the expense
would be 1,800,000 francs ; a sum far more important
in that day than at present. The king was shocked
and astonished ; and, for the moment, it is said, believed
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that Colbert had chosen the most expensive plan, and
made the most extravagant calculation, for the purpose
of getting himself easily out of the difficult situation in
which Louvois and his party had placed him. He
replied, however, that, since such was the case, he would
giveno féte at all ;* that he saw ndmeans of obtaining
such a sum at such a moment ; and that his object was
not to ruin or distress his people for the amusement of
his courtiers. <«Colbert again presumed to differ with
his sovereign, saying, that the féte having been publicly
announced, the king could not recede from it with any
consideration for his own dignity: he added, that if
Louis would leave all the arrangements to him, he would
take care that the carousel should be as magnificent as
possible, and that the moneyeshould be forthcoming.
The king having consented, Colbert used means to
ensure that the approaching fptivities should be made
known in all the courts ¢f Jiurope, aug to exaggerate the
splendour and magnificence with which they were likely
to be decorated, in the terms best calculated to attract all
the gayand volatile,the splendidand *.w#®travagant, from
every other capital to that of France. At the same time
he called together the general farmers of the revenue, and
notified to them, that for the next six months the king
would call for their uccounts as a master dealing with
his clerks ; and to compensate for this suddgn derange~
ment of the system into which the exigencies qf the
war had forced him to relapse, he promised them the
bonus of a million, well knowing that the advautages
would more than make up for that expense. Ssme
months intervened before the period announced for the
festival ; but the news of immense preparations going
on in the French capital caused it to be crowded with
wealthy atrangers as the time drew nigh. The city was
scarcely large enough to contain the multitudes that
flocked into it; the price of lodgings rose very con-
siderably ; the circulation of money becaine more and
more rapid ; and peace and idleness, with the pleasures
and allurements of a magnificent court, and the habits
o4
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of thoughtleesngas too frequently engendered by living
in a strange country, caused enormous sums to be spent
daily by the visiters who now flocked to the French
metropolis.

At length the day appointed for the carousel ape
proached ; but, to the disappoifitment of the morrezah,
Colbert announced that the workmen had not been
able to finish the immense preparations in which they
were engaged, and that the spectacke must be de-
layed at least fourteen days longer. To amuse the
strangers, however, he proposed that a ball should be
given at the Thuilleries. .If the postponement of the
carousel annoyed the visiters, the ball”gave universal
satisfaction, althougl. all who werc admitted to the
monarch’s court were oliged to order new dresses,
either for that or the after festival. (Other amusements
were devised, leading tp still greater cxpenses ; and at
length the caroilgl. $ook p‘ace exceeding in magnificence
and in splendpur all that” frnd been anticipated. The
king behéld it with mingled pleasure and apptehension ;
and when CoB«sigpresented himself after the whole
was ‘:oncluded and the accounts made up, he gave the
highest praise to the excellence of the arrangements, but
eagerly demanded the sum total of the expense. His
surprise and his pleasure werc equal, when he found
that that w}nch had been calculated at 1,800,000 francs,
had, by the care, skill, and attention of his minister,
been “reduced to two tl irgls of that sum: and his satis-
faction was doubled, when he found that, by Colbert’s
arrangements, the clear revenues of the royal farms for
the last six months had been augmented by 2,000,000
of francs, after the payment of a bonus to the farmers ;
.80 that, deducting the expenses of the féte, very nearly
1,000,000 accrued thence to the coffers of the king.
‘Colbect, too, had reason to be satisfied ; for he had not
only gained a triumph over his adversaries, but he had
given a lesson to his sovereign.

Louis might well value his minister, and support him
against all the power and insinuations of his adversaries *
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but about this very period he had nearly been deprived
of those services which were only destined to be con-
tinued a few years longer. The health of Colbert had
suffered considerably under his constant application to
the affairs of state; and in accompanying Louis on a
pragress which the ‘monarch made through his newly
aequired territories in the Low Countries, he was seized
with an intermittent fever of a very malignant form,
which soon redueed him to the brink of the grave. At
this time the use of the Peruvian bark was unknown in
France, but it had been successfully administered in
England ; and an English physician, who happened to be
at the court of Louis at the time, recommended it
strongly to the friends of the minister. It was accord-
ingly made use of under his direction, and effected a
rapid cure.

While serving the state, C&bert did not fail to use
his influence for his own &'agiops, maameglect the edu-
cation of his children. His son, the marquis de Seig-
nelai, had been educated under his own immediate eye
and inspection, and had early show:~-ithe talents and
powers of application which were possessed by almost all
the members of the family of Colbert, and which after-
wards distinguished him in so high a degree. All that
was wanting when he grew up to manhood, was greater
experience, which was necessary to correct a gertain in-
considerate promptness that naturally fell to the share
of a quick and talented youth, drought up in the midst
of affluence and splendour, knowing no reverses, sor-
rows, or disappointments. In order to acquire this
degree of experience, Colbert sent his son to travel in
Germany, Italy, and England, under the guidance and
direction of a friend of Pellison’s, named Isarn® ; and
on his return, finding him greatly improved both in
knowlerdge and in judgment, he confided to his caré tHe
whole direction of the marine, which he himself had

® According to the account of La Housraye, this personage was by no
means highly gifted ; but that author speaks wi'h a certain degree of dis-
appointed acrimony of ull those who were patronised by Colbert,



202 FOREIGN STATEEMEN,

raised to so high a pitch. At this period were formed, at
an immense expense of money and of labour, the ports of
Toulon, of Brest, and of Rochefort. The naval force of
France was increased to more than 100 ships of the
line, many of them bearing above 100 cannon. Sixty
thousand seamen were always Teady to assert the pewer
of France upon the bosom of the ocean ; and wise laws
and regulations were devised and enforced, for the pur-
pose of rendering this force as effective as the state of
science and the character and circumstances of the
French people would admit.

The nephew of the minister, Nicholas Desmarets, was
also educated under his eye. and brought up in the habits
of business of which Colburt himself had found the vast
advantage Judging wish clear-sighted accuracy, even
where the partialities of nature might well have led away
his judgment, the minigter saw that, notwithstanding the
brilliant talents o€-his sog,.his nephew’s character and
mind were better fitted tor the principal post which he
himself occupied ; and, consequently, he pleinly indicated
his purpose S~¥mining him up to the execution of its
funciious, leaving his sovereign to bestow it upon him
if he found him worthy of it. He used no means,
however, to give a bias to the king’s judgment; and,
after his death, the monarch himself fixed upon another
to occupy, the important office of controller of finance.
It was long before Desmarets was called to regulate the
fine and easily deranged machine which the hands of
Colbert himself could hardly keep in order ; and, when
he was so called, the instrument had been spoiled by
the rude blows and unskilful management of others,

The marquis de Seignelai remained in the less difficult
post of minister of marine, and performed its duties

_with such g display of talent, that Voltaire was tempted
to give him a higher station on the roll of fame than
even his father. But Time, the great justiciary, has
rendered to each his due. 1Independent of raising
France with the strength of a giant from the depth of
adversity into which she had sunk, and placing her on
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the very summit of prosperity, Colbert left behind him
institutions that will never die, and stamped the seal of
his own great genius upon the very mind of the nation.
Selgnelm instituted nothing, though he improved much,
and in no degree affected the character of the people
anmafigst whom he lived : the one will be remembered as
the greatest and most beneficent minister that ever lived ;
the other is already forgotten.

In the welftre and promotion not alone of his
son and his nephew, was Colbert deeply interested ;
but we know that his brother, the marquis de Croissi,
owed to his influence, as well as to the great talents
he himself possessed, the rapid advancement that he
met with under Louis XIV. Lyonne, one of those
who had passed through tle troubles of the Fronde
without losing the favour of the crown, remained se-
cretary of state for foreign aff#rs after Louis himself
had assumed the directize Uis-wgglom ; and had
obtained for his son the survivorship of his place. At
his death, in 1670, however, the son was not found
competent to the execution of such avr‘Mportant task;
and Louis XIV., after long deliberation, cast his eyes
upon Simon Arnaud, marquis de Pomponne, who had
been previously engaged ir various embassies, and had
dlsplayed & considerable degree of talent as a nego-
tiator.

Amiable and mild in his manners, a mnn of lgarn-
ing and of wit, Pomponne was more calculated to
shine in society, or to meet the ambassadors of foreign
nations in the quality of envoy, than to give force and
dignity to the whole transactions of a great monarchy
in its relations with other states, We have the word
of Louis XIV. himself for the fact, that every thmg
which passed through the hands of Pomponne lost in

* vigour and dignity,—an inexcusable fault in the Tyes
of a magnificent and ostentatious monarch. Neverthe-
less, the natural kindness and magnanimity of Louis
prevented him from dealing severely with his foreign
minister, till it became necessary to put an end at once
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to'a worse habit than that of merely softening the
communications of the king to foreign nations. The
pleasures of domestic life,-and the elegant and graceful
amusements of a cultivated and classical mind, were
suffered by Pomponne in some degree to interfere with
his duties to the state, and océupied his time andeat-
tention when graver matters required immediate con-
sideration.

In the year 1679, the marquis «r Croissi had
been sent to the court of Munich to negotiate a mar-
riage hetw en the dauphin and the princess of Bavaria,
for the purpose of engaging .he duke of that country
i thr  teres Lonis X1V, whose ambitious views
) ende. it pret bl that the war between
Fi.  and the empire would speedily L : renewed. The
advantages which Louis would gain by tnis alliance were
so evident, not only to (%\(e French monarch himself, but
also to the empergr_the king gf Spain, and many of the
German princes, that numberless intrigues were set on
foot to frustrate his views, and every thing was done to
prevent the dvi=wwef Bavaria from listening to proposals
which were undoubtedly as much to his own interest as to
that of the king of France. The good sense of the duke,
however, and the skill of Croissi, were enough to coun-
‘terbalance all the manceuvres of those opposed to the
marriage : but, nevertheless, the Bavarian prince made
use of the arguments suggested to him against it, to render
the negotiation as favoueable to himself as possible ; and
at one time considerable apprehensions were entestained
at the court of France lest the alliance should not be con-
cluded. No sooner was it definitively agreed to, than
Croissi wrote off a double despatch, the one addressed
to his brother, the other to the minister for foreign
affairs, informing them of the fact ; and, at the same
“img; pointing out some peculiarities in the temper of
the princess, which rendered precautions necessery in
regard to the formation of her household. Colbert
was upon the spot, and, receiving his despatch, at once
ecommunicated his intelligence to the king in the course
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of the same day. Pomponne, however, was in the
country, occupied, we are told, in the care of his gar-
dens, and the pleasures of domestic life ; and it was not
till the king had received notice of the alliance being
concluded, and had taken all his measures in conse-
quence, that Pompofine was even aware of the arrival
of a messenger. Louis, as might be expected, was not
2 little angry at the neghgence of the foreign secretary ;
and, on his preseting himself before the monarch with
the despatches which he had so tardily received, Louis
informed him that the whole business was concluded,
and that his seryices would be dis, :nsed with for the
fotore,

The friends of Pommnonne accused Colbert of in-
trigue, for the purpose of creating a vacancy in the
tiice which he sought to obtain fer his brother ; and,
knowing the kindness of the king #ndeavoured to induce
Louis to recall Pomponne go his gowwslls.  The French
monarch, owever, remained firm; and it is evident, fron.
a memoir written in the king’s own hand, and still exist-
ing, that he had long contemplated the-\i¥hissal of the
secretary for foreign affairs, en grounds to which both
f'olbert and his brother were utter strangers. Croissi,
immediately on his return fiom Bavaria, was appointed
to the vacant office, and displayed in it the same talents
which had marked his embassies to foreign cogrts, only
increasad in vigour aud activity by the greater seope
which wa" now affor 'ed for theiw exercise. Although
these actions, by exciting the envy or mortifying the
pridi of others, called a number of attass upon Col-
bert ; although he was represented to have intrigued for
the e.evation of his family, and to buve committed an
act of dishonest treachery in regard to the secretary
Pompoune ; yet we render him but simple justice, in
saying, that history does not afford the slightest proo;
whatsoever of his having suffered himself to be betrayed,
in the course of these transactions, into any base or un-
derhand deed. The more we examine the statements
of his adversaries on these points, the more their envi-
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ous motives become apparent. But, about this part of
the life of Colbert, we find him engaged in an affair
from which it would have been desirable to have kept
himself free. He committed, it is true, no great moral
crime, and it might have been difficult, if not impossi-
ble, to have resisted the commd#ndscof the king. Neger-
theless, we regret to find him mingling his high name
in any shape with the libertine pleasures of the monarch.
The carousel which we have noticed, was by no means
the first of those pageants which had taken place since
the accession of Louis X1V. Onue had been given be-
fore, in 1660, and one in 1664 ; but those spectacles
had been devised for the purpose of covering a number
of acts of amorous gallantry, displayed by the king to-
wards the beautiful but ugfortunate La Valliére.
Afterwards, in the height of her fortune and her
favour, Colbert had Qomc the friend of the king's
mistress ; and hgd been“appointed by Louis himself, to
superintend the educati®% of their illegitimate children.
The passions of the lipertine monarch, however, soon
led him to ne=sadjects of attraction ; and though he did
not absolutely neglect the former object of his love, and
showed her seme delicate forbearance, which her many
virtues well deserved, yet the frequency of his infideli~
ties could not, of course, pass without observation. Will.
ingly closing her eyes, La Vallitre would not see the
estrangement of the man she loved, as long as it was
poasxble to avoid it: aglength, huwever, his connection
with madame de Montespan became so apparent, that
she could no longer even affect not to see it ; and fore-
seeing that any influence which she still retained over
the mind of Louis must soon be at an end, she deter-
mined at length to break through ties which had never
been without their pangs. Quitting the court suddenly,
“binreaccordingly retired to the convent of St. Mary, at
Chaillot. This was the second time that she had sought
the refuge of the cloister. She had been torn from it
by the king himself, in the first instance ; and hed re-
turned to the court — quitting virtue and retirement,
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which she loved, for a man that she loved better,*and
for splendour which she despised. Her second flight,
however, inflicted some pain upon the king, and caused
much confusion in his court: but the difference of his
conduct on the present occasion, sadly evinced to La
Valliére that she had lo®t the power and the attraction
which virtue had once given to beauty and sweetness.
Louis came not himself to seck her ; but some remains
of tenderness, soyne feeling of decency, and a great de-
sire to prevent any thing like confusion in his “court,
induced him to send two persons to her, in order to
persuade her to return. Those persons were Colbert
and the duke bf Lauzun: the latter famous for his
powers of persuasion ; the former supposed to possess
considerable influence with her, both from long friend-
ship, and from the station which he held in regard to
her children. >

We cannot find that Colbe?t showed any disinclin-
ation to the task, althougﬂ he ‘thust have kuown that he
was persuading the unhappy girl to return, not only to
vice, but to misery. He succeeded, ~"igthe duke of
Lauzun, in bringing her once more back to the court,
however ; and, as we have touched upon it, we may as
well conclude her history here. She lingered on, suf-
fering all the pangs of jealousy and disappointment, at
the court of a king by whom she was no longer loved,
and whose courtiers looked upon her with the mortify-
ing scorn which is the lot of fallen favourites. Louis
suffered her not, it is true, to be trcated with any
degree of indignity ; but still, his coldness became more
and more apparent every day, till at length, wearied with
the reproachful aspect of her sorrow, he himself con-
sented that she should retire from a world which she
had learned thoroughly to abhor, from a court which
she had always despised, and from a king whom -wiee™
still loved, but could no longer esteem. In the year
1674 she fulfilled her resolution, and took the veil in
the convent of the Barefooted Carmelites, of the Rue
8t. Jacques ; where she lived for many years, weeping,
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perifips, that she had &er known a court, Bu

showing the slightest symptom of regret at vmg
quitted it,

The fortunes of Colbert were now at their height,
but his happiness was by no means so great as
it had been at a former period Imdeed, it is scarcely
possible to conceive, that a man who could undertake
and execute such mighty projects for the benefit of his
countrg, could know many unalloyed pleasures, when a
great phrt of the good he had prodaced had been over-
thrown by the ambition and weakness of others, and
when every day evinced the progress of the state
towards mew troubl~s anud iocreasing éxpenses. The
proceedings of the king towanls the huguenots was a
continual source of pan. and anxiety to that wise
minister ; but still morc¢ were the measures which Louis
pursued in regard to the neighbouring nations, after the
peace of Nimegugp.-had %iven the hope of tranquillity
to Europe. If every foreign state beheld those measures
with surprise and alarm, how much more cause of
apprehensione™ of pain must Colbertyhave had, who

not only saw deep ‘and profoundly jnto the ambitious
views of Louis, but beheld, with a clear foresight of
a great and comprehensive mind, the ruinous conse-
quences of those views to France, the annihilation of
her commgree, the exhaustion of her finances, the de-
presgion of her power, and the misery of her people.
He who could say, when surrounded by courtiers, and
with the first men of the land crowding his saloons and
coveting his favour, that, provided he could see his
projects for the good of the people successful, and
abundance reigning throughout the kingdom, he should
wish to behold the grass growing in his own court-

ard, could not percexve the approach of destructive
%Dl‘lre and the coming overthrow of all his best-laid
schemes for the good of the country, without feeling
that deep and bitter disappointment, that despair of
human nature, that disbelief in the possibility of doing
great and permanent good, which is forced but too
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often upon those who labour for the sdvantage of Their
fellow-creatures, and is the severest of all pangs to a
noble and philanthropic heart. It is told of Colbert,
that, one day standing with a friend at the window of
his country house, called Sceaux, and gazing over the
fields which lay stretched out before him, he fell into a
profound reverie, from which he did not rouse himself
for several minutes. When at length he withdrew his
eyes, his friend demanded the cause of his lopg and
unwonted reverie.  In gazing over these fine fields,”
rephied Colbert, ““1 could not help thinking of the
many others thgt I have seen in different places. What
a rich and fertile country is France! If the enemies
of the king would but let us enjoy peace, we might in a
few years procure for the people that state of prosperity
which Henry IV. promised them, and that there should
not be a peasant throughout the whole land, who, on the
Sunday, could not have his f~w] "=« pot.”

Such were the aspirations of Colbert ; but those aspir.
ations were, unhappily, not destined to be fulfilled: the
ambition of Lows himself, and the constat® Ppresence in
the cabinet of a party which opposed the wise views of
the finance minister, were but too successful in hurry-
ing on the ruin of France. Measures soon took place,
which, although they are praised by Voltaire, (upon
what principle it is difficult to divine,) must be looked
upon, by every one who does not consider that there
is a peculiar and looser garb of n.orality fitted for kings
and politicians, as highly dishonourable to Louis him-
self, and were ultimately advantageous in no great de-
gree to France. While Holland, Spain, and the empire
disbanded their troops, the French king remained fully
armed ; and, like a robber who takes advantage of the
hour of sleep to plunder the unguarded, he prepared 0
make use of the time of peace in order to pillage those
whom he had just covenanted to leave unmolested. At
Metz and at Brisac he established courts for the purpose
of investigating, discovering, or forging claims upon all
the small states of the Rhine, as having formerly

VOL. IIZ. P
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formed part of the territory of Alsace, though, accord-
ing to the acknowledgment of Voltaire himself, they had
passed, from time immemorial, under other dynasties.

The elector palatine and the elector of Tréves were
cited before these tribunals, and despoﬂed of a considera~
ble part of their possessions. In vaih Spain and the em-
pire protested against such proceedings; Louis seized
upon the territories he claimed, and set threats and re-
monstrances at defiance. The city of Stmsbourg also was
surprised and taken by Louvois in his name; and the
town of Alost was boldly claimed by the ambitious king,
upon the insolent pretence of its having been forgotten
by his ministers i the treaty of Nimeguen. Spain
hesitated in regard to granting this extraordinary de-
mand, and he immediately caused his troops to blockade
the city of Luxembourg, which was afterwards eap-
tured.

It now becamn-#wd_em to,Colbert and to every one
— notwithstanding various fivourable circumstances,
which, by preventing Spain and the empire flom ex-
pressing theff™dignation, in arps, enebled Louis to
proceed in his aggressions unopposed—that the existing
peace could not be of long continuance ; that a war of
a more bloody, protracted, and decisive nature must
ensue ; and that the monarch, even in the time of
apparent (tranquillity, would be obhged to maintain
armies almost as large and expensive as those required
for actual war. Colbens more especially felt the pressure -
of present, and saw the approach of future, difficultiess
The peace which had been obtained, could not be ren-+
deerd availing to the interests of France, unless it was
_secure; and the very acts of his own monarch rendered
it quite the reverse. Thus, none of those great amelior-
ations could be effected now, which had so rapidly

red prosperity to the country during the first years
of the great statesman’s administration ; and day by day
showing him what he must expect from the future,
made the the cup of the present more bitter to his lip.

Grief and disappointment are the two most wearing
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diseases which can affect the human frame, and may in
their course produce any other to which mortality is sub-
ject, During the years 1681 and 1682, the health of
Colbert visibly declined ; he yielded nothing, however,
to diminishing strength, but continued to labour in
the service of the state as indefatigably as ever. His
family and his friends remonstrated ; and even the king
is said to have entreated him to be more careful of that
health, the contifuance of which was of so much im-
portance to the country. But still Colbert continued in
the same round of constant exertion, till a sudden attack
of stone forced jim at once to cease from executing the
duties of His station. It soon became evident to those
who attended him, that the state of art in that day
could furnish no relief ; and €olbert himself saw, with
perfect tranquillity, the approach of death as the ter-
mination of a painful illness, gnﬁ the end of a long,
useful, and splendid carees. = o= -

Mazarin, on his death-bed, had sent to the king a do-
nation of all his effects, feeling that the greater part of
them had been unjustly acquired, and beldifged, in fact,
to the monarch, whom he had plundered while he served.
Colbert, on the contrary, sent to the king a schedule of all
he possessed, with a regular account of how it had been
acquired, showing that he lcft to his heirs not one livre
except that which had been produced from the econo-
mical management of his own houschold, and the gifts
:which the king thought fit, from time to time, to be-
stow upon him. The two traits are perfectly charac-
teristic of the two statesmen. Louis felt to the full the
importance of the loss he was about to sustain, and the
value of the man who was no longer destined to coun- .
terbalance the faults and weaknesses of the memarch by
the wisdom and integrity of the minister ; and, with
courteous kindness which was a beautiful part of Louls's
nature, he went in person to smooth, as far as possible,
the sick-bed of Colbert, by displaying the last public
mark of his sovereign’s approbation and regard. He
proceeded to visit him jn his own house; and set.

b2
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ting out from Versailles, accompanied by & splendid
suite, he arrived at the hotel of the minister, and,
getting out of his carriage in the street, forbade any one,
either of the courtiers, guards, or attendants, to follow
him into the house, for feag of disturbing Colbert,
whilst suffering under an agonising disease. Thus,
travgrsing the court alone and on foot, he mounted the
staircase, and proceeded to the apartments of the dying
minister ; nor was he met by any one fill he had nearly
reached the door of his chamber, where he found the
abbé Gallois, one of the most attached friends of Col-
bert. Louis seated himself by the bed of his faithful
servant, and, pressing his hand in his, expressed the
deep interest he felt in his situation ; assumed hopes,
which he could scarcely ehtertain, for his recovery; and
besought him to use all means for restoring to the king
so attached a friend, !‘nq to the people so beneficent a
protector. el S

The only tear which the approach of death and
the severing of all worldly ties is said to have called
from the ey®s of Colbert, was brought into them by the
generous condescension of the monarch. But the hopes
of Louis, real or assumed, were in vain. The disease of
Colbert hourly became worse ; and, after having fulfilled
all the duties enjoined by the Roman catholic faith, to
which he had always shown a strong but unostenta-
tious attachment, he expired on the 6th of September,
1683, at the age of sixty-three.

He left several children by his wife, Marie de
Charron, daughter of James Charron, seigneur de
Menars, to whom he was married in 1651, while
his fortunes were yet unmade; and to them he trans-
mitted a property which was sufficient to maintain

em in the station to which his talents and ex-
ertions had raised his family, but no more. A
superb mausoleum was erected to his memory in the
church of St. Eustace ; and although, especially during
his latter years, he had been unpopular in Paris, and
more than once insulted by the people whom he strove
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to benefit, no sooner was he dead than his reputation
began to rise, and France felt and grieved over the loss
she had sustained. The name of great was bestowed
upon Louis X1V. during his life, and Colbert acquired
the same title after his death. With the minister it
has remained, but postefity has denied it to the king.

Nevertheless, it is but justice to Louis to acknowledge
that, when his vanity did not interfere, he was e to
give the stamp oof royal authority to every beneficial
project of his great minister ; and even when that
vanity did interfere, and clothed itself under the dis-
guise of national glory, he could still appreciate the
schemes which he neglected to follow, and esteemed the
man who opposed him. Such, however, is the utmost
we can allow to Louis in his sransactions with Colbert ;
for though it is certain that the statesman could not
have carried forward, successfulle, any of his magnifi-
cent undertakings without the#wisc, co-operation of the
king ; still, while we gran% to the monarch the honour of
having supported the minister in many of his great
endeavours, we cannot forget that he frugrated many
likewise.

In person Colbert was tall and thin, and his coun-
tenance was peculiarly stern and severe : his eye, cold
and calm in the midst of the angry passions by which
he was surrounded, seemed to offer a tacit rchuke to
the heat of others; and the habitual frown, which had
gathered his brow into a deep Jwrinkle, was in itself
& reply to all who solicited any thing without justice.
Inflexible in his determinations, he was keen and cut-
ting in his reply to those who sought to change them,
and few persons ever applied to Colbert twice upon the
same subject. Amelot de la Houssaye informs us, that
this very sternness of character caused a pasquinade to
be written after his death, and hung round the n
his statue in the church of St. Eustace. Colbert is
there represented kneeling, with his hands clasped in
the attitude of prayer ; and shortly after the erection of

. r3
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the monument a card was found upon the breast of the
statue, with the following inscription : —

¢ Res ridenda nimis, vir i bilis orat.”

Notwithstanding this sternness of character, Colbert,
in many instances, showed a‘kindly disposition ; and,
on all occasions, acknowledged in science, talent, and
virlle, a claim upon his attention and liberality, al-
though he himself was very deficient in many of
the ordinary branches of information. Notwithstand-
ing, also, his spirit of economy, he was, as we have
seen, most generous where generosity could be pro-
ductive of good to the individual, or of benefit to
society : but the man who is the enemy of vice, pro-
digality, peculation, and hypocrisy, must always find
a host to hate, and many to calumniate, him. Colbert’s
character is written ia his actions, and we can say very
little more than is sajd by the history of his life. Few
men, indeed, ever rendered such different qualities ser-
viceable to the world in general, by affixing to them the
limit assigne=! by reason, and adhering to thatboundary
with steady perseverance. Few men ever marked the dis-
tinction so strongly between liberality and prodigality ;
between the reward of merit and the ostentatious patron-
age of pretension ; between profound consideration for
the wants, necessities, and happiness of the people, and
timid or weak concession to unjust clamour,

he views of Colbgrt were, on all occasions, vast and
comprehensive ; yet he was not less distinguished by
his knowledge of detail. His ‘financial schemes and
operations were upon the grandest scale that the world
had ever seen ; and yet his accounts were kept with
such regularity, that the most minute transaction could
be traced from its beginning to its close. At the
“mmmencement of every year, he furnished the king
with a table of agenda, in which he requested the
monarch to mark every operation as it was carried into
execution ; so that all the great branches of expense
or revenue were continually beneath the eyes of Louis,
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while Colbert held every thing prepared, ata moment's
warning, to give the monarch all the details of any of
those branches in regard to which a doubt or a question
might arise. The minister thus deprived himself of the
power, either of enriching himself at the expense of the
state, as had been the case with Mazarin, or of squan-
dering its wealth in profuse bounties to his personal
friends and favourites, as had been the case with ¥ou-
quet: and thushe not only produced incalculable be-
nefit at the time, but set an example of accuracy which
has been more or less demanded from ministers of finance
ever since.*

In the patronage of arts and sciences, Colbert cer-
tainly might follow his natural tastes; but yet there
can be no doubt, that his egreat object was thereby
to increase the general prosperity of the country. The
productive arts, which to the meékn and narrow-minded
politicians of his and gl otheg.days have been the
first and only consideration, might, as he felt, require
encouragement, to afford food and clothing to the body;
but he #¥as not the less aware, that science and the ele-

~gant arts were the means of affording food and clothing
to the mind: and he knew that the encouragement of
the one class must necessarily give life and energy to
the other.

Viewed in every point, the mind of Cglbert, as a
statesman, appears amongst the greatest which, the
Almighty ever sent forth to bergfit large masses of his
creatures ; and yet, neither as a man nor as a states-
man-was he without his errors and his weaknesses. His
persecution ef the unfortunate Fouquet is the darkest
spot in his character ; for it rests upon his heart. But
there are foibles recorded of him, which, though it is not
pleasant to dwell upon small errors in great men, must not
be totally passed over in silence. That vanity was-sidt”
by any means one of his ruling failings, is clear from the

L4 Fouguet and the other superintendents of finance geldom took any
and never, [ belleve, entered into any
dmuedweonnttothemumh whom they served.

P4
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simplicity of his habits, and the unostentatious style of
his. life; from his never conferring favours except in
the name of the king ; and from his rejecting and dis-
couraging all personal praise from the literary apd sci-
entific men of the time : and yet, in regard o antiquity
of family, to which he had in restity small pretensions, he
seems to have shown great anxiety, and some degree of
weakness. He had the genealogy of his race traced, or
compounded, with much care and expense; and we
are told by Amelot de la Houssaye, that, during the
time this difficult undertaking was in progress, an
advocate of Rheims brought him an old tombstone, on
which was inscribed in Gothic letters, '« Li preu chi-
valier Richard Kolbert occiz a la jor—.” The rest was
illegible, but the part which had been preserved was
sufficient to give Colbert extraordinary satisfaction :
the advocate was regarded by a present of 2000
crowns, and soon after wvas named counsellor in his
provincial court. HowW much' higher a title to honour
his own actions afforded, than any of the actions of his
ancestors, Colbert did not seem to comprehend ; and yet
the verses which Le Laboureur applied to him during
his life, he must have felt to be just, and could not have
received as unpleasant, although they admitted that his
progenitors derived more glory from their descendant
than they could cast on him.

“ 'D[em generosa tibi pretioso lumine fulget,
. Quea meritis propris ampliticavit avos.
Nam si preefertur generis qui servat h ,
Quanta majis laus est nobilitare gen
A parvo incipiens existi semper in altum
ue gradus omnes culmina celsa tenes.” .

It may be attributed to him, also, 48 a8 weak-
ness, that long after his persecution of Fouquet had
been terminated by the ruin of the superintendent, he
still retained the same spirit of animosity towards him
Witivh had appesred in their rivelry ; and it was his
common custom, when any body, in discussing & matter
of business, attempted to evade the question, to ask
sharply, * Do you take me for an Angevin ? "— alluding,
it is supposed, to the fécility with which Fouquet, whose
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family was Angevin, or belonging to Anjou, suffered him-
self to be deceived by the farmers and financiers of that
day. His complaisance for Louis X1V., also, in many
cases where his own dignity required him to have op-
posed the king’s inclinations, or, at least, to have taken
no ective part in giving"them effect, may also be looked
upon asa failing, though certainly one which was shared
by all the nobles and ministers of the court. Thus, he
might well have become the superintendent of the edu-
cation of the king’s illegitimate children, by the beautiful
and unhappy La Valliére ; but when he joined with the
duke of Lauzun in persuading that amiable and un-
fortunate girl fo return to her seducer, after her second
retreat to the Carmelites, he did what might have been
expected from every member of Louis’s court, except
Colbert.

The chief error which has bfn attributed to him,
as a statesman, is his, not® having encouraged the
commerce in wheat, by permitting its exportation to
other countries. Those who have thus accused him
do not seem to have taken into conside.stion, that it
might not have been in his power so to do. During
the very first year of his administration, the famine
by which the land was afflicted, caused the parliament
to issue a decree, not only forbidding the exportation of
corn for the future, under the severest penaltieg, but even
limiting its transfer from one province to another, egcept
under peculiar gircumstances. <This famine, together
with the proceefings of the parliament, and the clamour
of various interested individuals, excited in the public
mind such #fdegree of terror respecting the exportation
of corn, that, for many years after the death of Colbert,
the probability of scarcities was one of the epidemic ap~
prehensions of the French people; and it has so un<
happily occurred, that, by the combination of urwisg
regulations with inclement seasons, affecting a very
varied s0il, dearths of such magnitude and severity
have taken place as to justify great care and circum.
spection in any arrangements calculated to facilitate the
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exportation of the first necessary of life. Whether Col-
bert could ever have brought the people to consent to it
at all without violent commotions, is a matter of very
great uncertainty ; and whether, by doing so, circum=
stanced as France was at that tnme, he would have
conferred any real benefit upon “the ' country, is scarcely
less doubtful.

The charge against him, however, of having suf-
fered to subsist a great many of those internal regu-
lations, and local laws and privileges, which impeded
the cormamerce of the country, and checked at g thousand
points the circulation of money, is more relévant ; for
Colbert could undoubtedly have removed ‘those obstacles,
and, by rendering the transmission of money and goods
perfectly free through Frence, would have greatly ac-
celerated all the movements of commerce. The people
of Languedoc and Gm&me, of Britanny and Champagne,
might have grumbledago fee thg abolition of those local
custom-houses and tolls which shut them out from their
fellow countrymen ; but the general and permanent be-
nefit would #on have far more than compensated for
any local and temporary inconvenience.

Nevertheless, it were, perhaps, too much to expect
from one man, in the space of twenty-two years, to
correct every abuse, to ameliorate every institution, to
reward cvgry species of merit, to encourage every sort
of industry, to improve every branch of art and science,
and to carry to the highest pitch the prosperity of the
country, the corporeal comforts of the many, and the
intellectual pursuits of the few ; —too much, assuredly,
to demand of him, after laving repaired the vessel of
the state, which, when he took the helm in hand, was
little better than a mere wreck, to guide her forward
through hurrieanes and tempests, rocks and shoals, with

y hand, towards a favourable port, without leaving
upon her deck some of the ruined fragments of the con-
fusion and lumber which past-by storms had left behind.
Colbert did all, perhaps, that man could do ; far more
than man ever did before him in the same circumstances,
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— far more than we have ever seen performed since his
time ; and if he did commit a few errors, if he did
leave some impediments in the way of that great im-
provement which he laboured through life to achieve,
that eye must be very Jard and insensible to the aspect
of brightness, which can rest upon such small spots,
amidst thie blaze of glory that other actions cast around
his name.
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JOHN DE WITT, GRAND PENSIONARY OF
HOLLAND.
.

BorN 1625, pien 1672.

Repusrics are the nurseries of great virtaes and of great
crimes. Extreme forms of government almost always
produce extreme evils and extreme benefity; and the
republican form — the most natural, though no’, perhaps,
the most convenient — has always given scope to the dis-
play of great talents, and the exercise of eminent vir-
tues, but has seldom fuled to reward the exertion of
the highest qualities with ignominy, disappointment,
and death. Such was%the case with Holland in her
dealings with the famgps pensignary, De Witt, one of
the greatest statesmen that ever appeared in a nation
whose wealth, arrogance, love of liberty, and territorial
weakness hasmonstantly required and brought forth men
eminent for their political sagacity, for their stern in-
tegrity, and their patriotic devotion.

John de Witt was born at the town of Dort, in the
year 1625, and was the son of Jacob de Witt, a
burgomastgr of that rcity and deputy to the states of
Hollgnd. At Dort, alco, De Witt received his early
education ; and durigg the troublous times which
terminated the contest betwecn Spain and the United
Provinces, when the patriotism of the house of Orange
began to merge into ambition, and the defenders of
their country’s liberty began to tread upon the freedom
of their fellow-countrymen, De Witt was nurtured up
in the sturdy principles of the old Dutch republicans,
an®%earned to consider the service of his country the
firat destination of a citizen's life, the assertion of her
liberties the great duty of every freeman in the state.
The father of John de Witt himself set his son the
example of devoting the greater partion of his time
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and attention to the service of his country ; and he is
said to have been employed in various important affairs
by the states of his province, ere he was elected to the
office of burgomaster. Though not the eldest son of
the burgomaster, De W,itt seems to have been educated,
by his father, for the purpose of following his own
steps, as one of the deputies to the states of Holland.
But the natural tendency of the mind of the future
statesman at ffrst appeared to lead him to studies the
most opposite that it is possible to conceive to the
tangled, ghscure, and unsatisfactory paths of politics
and diplomacy. From his youth upwards to manhood,
his great delight was in mathematical investigations.
He did not, by any means, neglect classical knowledge,
or the cultivation of a refined taste, as the various
works which he has left behind gufliciently evince : but
the pursuit of certainties, the investigation of real
causes, the classificationgof ffcm;- the inquiry into prin-
ciples, and the deduction of rules {rom discovery, seemed
to be the great object of his attention ; and at the age
of twenty-three he published a treatis®entitled Ele-
mente Curvarum Linearum, in which he showed the
profound knowledge of mathematics he had then ac-
quired, and which was equalled by few of his age.
About the same time he took his degree 2s doctor
of laws; and shortly after was sent by his father to
travel, with his elder brother, through different states,
in order to acquire that knowledge which could not be
gained within the walls of an university. He returned
to witness his brother’s marriage, which took place in
1650, and found that the fame which he had acquired
while a student had been increased amongst his country-
men, and rendered more reverential, by a temporary
absence from his native place. At the same time his
father used every exertion to establish his two sons in
such employments as might afford them opportunities
of displaying their abilities. Cornelius was rapidly
appointed burgomaster of Dort, bailiff of Byerland,
and Ruard, or goternor, of the county of Putten. John
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de Witt was nominated, in the year of his return, pen-
sionary of Dort, and in that situation his great talents
for administration first strongly developed themselves.

About the time of his nomination to office took place
the bold and dangerous attempt, of William 1I.; prince
of Orange, stadtholder of the United Provinces, upon
the liberties of the country. He arrested, of his own
authority, the admiral of the fleet, just returned from
the Brazils, who was a relation of the ydung statesman,
and with the consent of the states general ordered the
admiralty of Amsterdam to imprison several of the naval
officers who had served with Cornellizon de Witt.
The states of Holland, however, resisted ; and the prince
instantly caused the arrest of six deputies of Holland,
of whom one was Jacob ‘de Witt, the father of the
future statesman.

The prisoners were"carried to the castle of Lou-
vestein : but their inflveftce still existed without the
walls ; and their party, assuming the name of the
Louvestein faction, only gained strength from an act
which was istended to crush it. Indignation spread
throughout the country; and on William’s attempting
to obtain possession of Amsterdam by stratagem, he
found the citizens prepared to resist him ; and
his forces were obliged to retire from the gates with
the disgracg of discovery and repulse. After various
other gurbulent efforts to obtain his purpose, and the
negotiation of a discredétable treaty with France, Wil-
liam was forced to abandon his design, and set the
prigoners at liberty. Not long afterwards, death' cut
short the ambitious course of the stadtholder, and
freed the nation from the trammels of a power which
they had conferred upon one man, for the preservation
of their liberties, but which they now found might be
used™for their destruction. The warning which the
conduct of William had given, was not lost upon the
people of Holland, and was especially treasured up by De
Witt. Bikker, the great opponent of the prince of
Orange, who hed wisely guarded his fellow-citizens
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against the first steps of the ambitious stadtholder, en-
gaged the great attention of the people; but, neverthe-
less, the young pensionary of Dort was by no means
unheeded : and his influence was greatly increased by
the steps which he advgcated, and which were imme«
diately taken, both *for resuming the power which the
states had given out of their own hands, and for
guarding against any future violation of the original
republican formeof government.

De Witt, however, was soon destined to oppose
some of the popular measures, and to fall, for a time,
into disrepute. England, under the rod of Cromwell,
having lost nothing of her military energies, even by
the long course of the civil war, exacted, with rjgid
tyranny, those degrading corfcessions from other mari-
time nations, which her long acknowledged superiority
on the ocean had established oh a multitude of evil
precedents.  All flags appeafing, on the British seas
were struck before the flag of England, and the
Dutch suffered a peculiar hardship in a tax of what
was called the tenth herring, which was keid by Great
Britain upon their extensive fisheries. The vessels
of Holland, however, had multiplied in the exertion of
her commercial energies; her seamen, nurtured from
infancy upon the bosom of the ocean, were inferior to
none in the world ; her officers had been hakjtuated to
strife and conquest through long years of warfare against
an unsuccessful tyranny ; and evgry thing in the state,
both of England and the United Provinces, held out to
the latter the fair hope of casting off those tokens of
subjection which were still demanded by the haughty
marine of England. The people were eager to, try their
strength against a country which they conceived to be
enfeebled by internal dissensions, and the navies of
Holland were anxious to spread their sails for ®hat
they conceived would be a certain victory.

De Witt saw farther, however : he perceived that how
much so ever the agricultural and commercial prosperity
might have suffered from the civil war, new energy had
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been inspired into the people of England by the keen ex-
ertion of their strength, on both sides, and that,a new
and more vigorous spirit had been infused into the go-
vernment, by the powerful mind of the mig

crite who had conquered for the HBW
without assuming the kingly title. ' He saw, aiio, that
even were the success of Holland as undoubted as her
people imagined, her energies would be diverted, by the
alluring glories of a foreign war, from~all those great
objects which might be gained if the states and the
people, united in a time of peace, bent all.their efforts
to consolidate and strengthen the republican form of
government, to guard it against external and internal
danger, and to id« mify the prosperity of the nation with
the permanence of her free instimtions.* He Lknew,
too, that the natural tendency of a state” of warfare,
and particularly of miilitary success, is monarchical ;
that leaders deeply imbded wijth the republican spirit
may make a voluntary resignation of the power which
is intrusted to them for a time ; but that to command
generates a ¢aving for authority, and that to obey be-
gets & willingness to submission, which is very different
from that acknowledgment, in act as well as word,
which men in republics yield to the laws which they
have had a share in enacting, and have an interest in
preserving, He judged that the power, intrusted
either to military or naval men, must be great to ren-
der it effectual ; and he was well aware that that power,
by the weakness even of the freest and most vigorous-
minded people, might be turned against their own liber- -
ties, in the slumber which succeeds vast exertion, or
the intoxication which follows great success. That
such were his opinions, appears from the whole tenor of
his maxims ; but he at the same time points out, in the
most distinet manner, the advantages which Holland:
might have gained from an alliance with England, snd
the opportunity which at this time existed of cement-
ing that alliance in the strongest manner. In ressoning
upon the causes of the depression of Holland towards
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the middle of the seventeenth century, he says, « To
the third clause, viz. the war against England, I may
well eay, and that truly, that we have suffered that for
the sakg of the house of Orange. For those of the
pnﬁ% of England having cut off the head of their
own king, and being therefore exceedingly hated
by all the monarchs in the world, and likely, in all
human appearance, to be called to account and punished
for it by neighbomring princes, lest, such a crime remain-
ing unavenged, their own subjects might be thereby
excited to act the same thing against them : they there-
fore found thgmselves under a necessity to deek the
friendship of this state ; and for that end, soon after the
death of the prince of Orange, they sent a considerable
embdssy }u'tr, without shewing the like honour to
any other potentate or state in the, world.

¢ I shall not here particularisé all that they offered
to settle a friendship betyeen ®both nations ; it will be
sufficient to observe, that they did, by commissioners,
earnestly insist with the states general to renew that
well-known treaty of intercourse made batween both
nations an. 1495. Though I am of opinion, and
have hefore amply proved it, that it is wholly unad-
visable for this state to enter into any farther league
with England ; yet, by redewing the said treaty, we
should not only settle a friendship, but also atythe same
time have established our commerce and fishery ; as to
which the articles of the said treaty (especially in regard
of the fishery) are expressed in the most desirable
terms.* Yet those that conceived themselves bound as
slaves to the house of Orange did not only oppose the
concluding of the foresaid desirable treaty, but also
sent away those ambassadors with all manmer of re-
proach and dishonour: first, by opposing them in the
public deliberations of the state, ageinst the progress®of
the said treaty, especially by framing delays, alleging
that we first ought to see the issue of the designs of the
present king of Great Britain (then declared king in
Scotland) ; and, on the other side, exciting the rabble

VOL. UL Q
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against the persons of the said ambassadors to such a
degree, that the States of Holland perceived the aver-
sion, and daily threats that were uttered against their
persons, — were necessitated, for preventing of greater
mischief, to appoint a corps de garde to be erected be-
fore their house, to secure thef frém the like mischief
which befel Dr. Dorislaus, envoy from the said parlia-
ment, at the Swan Inn in the Hague.

“ What aversion such proceedings might have caused
in the said ambassadors, is easy to be apprehended, as
it also followed ; who have observed, after they had
stayed here a considerable time, that the zeal of the
honest and upright government, especidily in the proa
vinces of Holland zivl Ziuwland, was not able to balance
the' faction of Orange. They returned, in great dis-
content, to England. One of them, viz. Mr. St. John
(upon taking his lea¥e), told the states commissioners,
— ¢ My lords, you have gour eye upon the issue of the
affairs of the king of Scotland, and thercfore have de-
spised the friendship we have proffered you: I will
assure you, that many in the parliament were of opinion
that we ought not to have come hither, or to have sent
any ambassador till we had first overcome our difficulties,
gnd seen an ambassador from you. I now see my fault,
and perceive very well that those members of parliament
judged ri{;ht. You will, in a little time, see our affairs
with the king of Scotland dispatched; and then you
will, by your ambass‘adors, come and desire what we
now so cordially come to proffer. But assure your-
selves, you will then repent you have rejected ourkind-
ness. Would to God that experience had not verified
the aforesaid discourse to our great loss! for the king
of Scotland’s affairs being determined by a battle, and
a war with this state following upon it, the wounds
and losses occasioned by that war effectually brought to
pass the repentance aforesaid. But, fronte capillata, post
est occasio calva : it is in vain to shut the well’s mouth
when the calf is drowned.

¢ This is the true reason of that lamentable war ; to



JOHN DE WITT. 227

which may be added the intolerable humour of that
nation, their continual jealousy of our flourishing
traffic, and the innate hatred of Cromwell against the
prince of Orange, as a sister’s son of that king, whom,
of all the world, he had most reason to dread. So
that every one may ‘easily imagine what pain and care
it hath cost our honest rulers to regain a peace with
that nation.”

Besides all these considerations, he was, upon every
principle of policy,an advocate of peace, as far more bene-
ficial to Holland in almost all cases than war ; and we have
his own words for his views on this subject also, which
ereasremarkable as they are just. *On the other hand,”
he says, speaking of the efforts of Holland to balance
the power of the other states of Kurope, —*¢ on the
other hand, it appears to me a Jotable piece of folly
that the merchants of Holland, "the state itself being
founded upon commerce, ghoul@ neglect the strengthening
of their own position, while they hold it as a constant
maxim, that for fear of sharper wars hereafter we
must interfere to balance the states of Eumpe., When
we have rendered our cities impregnable, and have
guarded our frontiers by every means in our power, we
may, for our own interest, say to all nations, ¢ Give
peace in our days, O Lord!” Should even the worst
happen, while remaining in tranquillity, ge may so
increase our resources and strengthen our forces,eboth
by land and sea, that no other gower will venture to
attack us ; but rather choose for the object of aggres-
sion some weaker state.” Again, in another place,
while inquiring whether Holland should ever make war
to free itself from commercial restrictions, imposed by
other nations, he uses the following terms:—*“ I do say,
that we ought never to undertake a war, on account of
any foreign imposition or toll upon goods, for th® re-
medy will always be worse for Holland than the disease.
It seems to me, also, that such impositions would be
much more conveniently removed by charging the com-
modities of other nations as much here as they charge

e 2
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our wares, merchants, and ships in their own country.
In such cases we generally find that either the high
duties act as prohibitions, or that the tradé in these high
charged commodities thrives ag well as before. For,
if by such duties the commod.mes burdened are pre-
vented from being imported, Y thote that laid on the
duties find them a Joss instead of gain, and therefore
immediately remove them.”

He goes on to argue, that althoughk it was the in-
terest of the States to carry on the war with Spain,
till that country had abandoned all claim upon Hol-
land, yet were they placed in a very different relative
posmon with regard to any other power ; observ-
ing, with an apparent reference to England, ¢ that if
Holland, for fear of a wav, begin a war, she acts like
a man who, to get ovt of the smoke, leaped into the
fire.” And he goes dn to notice the maxim which was
commonly used in the canmencement of the struggle
with Spain, Puace dubia bellum potius ; remarking that
it only applied to their warfare against internal tyrants.
And he adde, ‘“ But now, thank God, the states of
Holland, in a time of external peace, wield all the
strength of the country, and are able to govern it better
than in time of war, uncontrolled by any opposing
power. So that the contrary maxim holds good in Hol-
land, Bellym pace dubic pejus et malorum omnium pes-
simum. Except, indecd, the intolerable slavery of bemg
governed by the will ,of a single person, no evil is
greater than a war; for if it be the worst thing that
can befall a nation, then an uncertain peace is only bad
because a war is likely to ¢ensue. Some men may ask,
seeing that peace is so necessary to Holland, whether,
from a strong desire of rendering the peace we seek
certain and permanent, we ought not, when once en-
gaged in war, to continue, without relaxation, till we
have compelled our enemy to consent to a firm and last-
ing peace. To this I answer, that if we think of the
uncertainty of this world, and remember that by our
commerce and navigation we are brought constantly in
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contact with other nations, we may lay it down as an
undoubted fact, that a permanent peace in relanon to
Holland is & mere chimera. . d .
It is, therefore, a certain truth,” he goes on, ¢ and
will ever remain sq, thyt, next to the freedom of the
government and inhabitants at home, nothing is more
necessary to us than peace with all men. And that next
to that, it is necessary in such time of peace to fortify
our frontiers, t® keep up our maritime power, to eco-
nomise our resources, and to take off, as soon as pos-
sible, all burdensome imposts; holding ourselves as-
sured, that unlgss by these means we labour to render
permanent the peace that we desire, and to preserve our
country in as high a state of ;gospenty as circumstances
will admit, all our other efforts will be only prejudicial
to Holland. Farther, that we, orfithe contrary, relying
on these maxims and means, ought always to wait till
others commence actual hostilifies against us, inasmuch
as by the continual statc of preparation in which we
shall be found, other nations will soon learn that there
is more to be gained by fair commerce i¥®a time of
peace than by war, and the mutual destruction of
trade.”

The reasonings of De Witt, however, were not
successful ; the great body of the people of Holland
were opposed to his views; and various outmges were
offered to the British ambassador at the Hague, excited,
it is supposed, by the partisans oft the house of Stuart,
who now swarmed in the Low Countries. England, on
her pirt, was not behind hand in adopting rigorous
measures towards her maritime rival.  But the means
which she took to evince her animosity towards the
Dutch wus of a very different kind from that which the
populace of Holland pursued. In the one country,
national hatred showed itself alone in the tumultaous
insolence of a few of the lower classes ; but in England,
the famous Navigation Act was passed, striking a severe
blow at the vital interests of Holland. As may easily be
supposed, with the people of both countries thus disposed,

e3
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one act of aggression and injury followed another, till at
length a wild and chimerical scheme, suggested, it is
supposed, by Cromwell, was proposed to the Dutch,
although there can be little doubt that both the parlia-
ment and the usurper were ,very, well aware that it
could never be adopted. They suggested to the States-
General an union of the two countries into one common-
wealth, with a community of rights, privileges, and
laws. ¢

This was, of course, not listened to for a moment
by the more sober-minded Dutchmen ; but, in the
meantime, a variety of minor acts tqok place, hur-
rying on the catactrophc. Boats were sunk, ships were
seized, reprisals were inade, and atlength, in May, 1652,
the Dutch fleet put to sea”under the command of the ce-
lebrated Van Trompd, The ships of Holland, forty-twoin
number, were encountered in the Downs by the English
fleet under Blake, who Ymmediately fired a gun across
the bows of the Dutch admiral as a signal to lower his
flag, in acknowledgment of the naval supremacy of
England. €t would seem, as far as we can judge
from rival statements, that this not being done as
speedily as the English admiral thought necessary,
another and another shot was fired; and that Van
Tromp, perhaps lesing patience, perhaps seeing no use
of delaying the commencement of an inevitable struggle
any longer, fired a broadside into Blake’s ship, and an
action began, whiclr lasted till night. The English
vessels were fewer in number than the Dutch, but were
of much greater size and heavier weight of ‘metal.
The advantage was decidedly on the part of England ;
for though the numbers killed were very nearly equal,
yet one Dutch ship was sunk, and another remained in
the hands of the enemy when darkness parted the
combatants.

The news of the fatal blow being struck, and
still more, the bad success of their fleet, filled the
States-General with consternation, The councils of De
Witt were listened to, and an embassy was immediately
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sent to London, in order, if possible, to avert those
consequences which they at first began to dread when
they became inevitable. The attempt, however, was in
vain. The parliament would hear of no reasonable
terms of compromise ; gnd, while the short and un-
successful negotiation gwas going on, each country
hastened its preparations in order to assert it rights or
pretensions on the sea. On the one hand, Van Tromp
set sail from his own shores, with a fleet of a hundred
ships ; while Blake and Ayscough left the ports of
England, and sought to meet their enemies in the
narrow seas. | For some time, however, the severity of
the weather and various accidental circumstances, pre-
vented their meeting, though the famous De Ruyter
encountered Ayscough, and *an engagement took place
between them, which ended bygboth parties claiming
the victory. Shortly after, also, the admiral De Witt
met with Blake upon the Kestish coast, and the Dutch
fleet again suffered a defeat. The pcople of Holland,
who had anticipated more rapid success, began to be dis-
pirited ; but a victory obtained in the Mediterranean,
by their admiral, Van Gallen, once more raised their
expectations, though that gallant officer himself fell in
the conflict. On the 209th of November, in the same
year, however, took place the greatest victory that the
Dutch had ever yet obtained at sea. Van Tromp and
De Ruyter, with a fleet numerically superior, byt still
inferior in size to that of England, encountered Blake
in the Downs, and totally defeated him. Van Tromp
tools six of the English ships, drove the rest into the
mouth of the Thames, and then, placing a broom at
his mast head, sailed through the chammel, declaring that
he would sweep it of the enemy.

This boast, however, was soon rendered ridiculous.
Vast efforts were made in England to repair tRe de-
feat of Blake. A numerous fleet was immediately
equipped, and put under the command of that offi-
cer ; and the naval and military services being at
that time confounded, the famous general Monk was

Q 4
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joined in command with the two admirals Dean and
Blake. They were not long ere they encountered
Van Tromp and De Ruyter, with a fleet nearly
equal in point of ships of war, but embarrassed
with theconvoy of 300 wmerchantmen. The action
was maintained with great it ‘during three days,
Tromp and De Ruyter manceuvring in every man-
ner to guard the convoy; and though defeated, they
succeeded in saving all but twenty-foug vessels of the
large merchant fleet under their charge. Ten ships of
war, however, were lost upon the part of Holland ; but
Tromp and De Ruyter acquired as much honour by this
unsuccessful engagement as Blake and Monk by their
success.

Holland, however, had now tasted sufficiently of the
evils of a naval war: gheir commerce was impeded in
every direction, and, whether victorious or defeated, they
were still considerable losqrs. A prospect, indeed, was
offered to the States about tHis time of carrying on
the war in a manner which might have been more de~
trimental to Lromwell, and which was calculated to
obtain the support of all those whose passions were
roused to resist the claims of England. Charles II.,
then in exile at Paris, induced Boreel, the Dutch am-
bassador at the court of France, to forward a letter
from him to the States-General, informing them that he
had good feason to believe a number of officers in
the English fleet were either disgusted with Cromwell or
personally attached to Rimself. In this statement there
can be no doubt he was justified ; but he went op to
express a belief that a number of these officers might
be induced to abandon the service in which they were
engaged, and come over to him, as their legitimate
monarch, bringing their ships to swell any fleet in
which. he might appear. To put this to the proof,
he offered to serve as a volunteer in the Dutch navy
upder Van Tromp ; and the proposal was so specious,
the probability of changing the tide of events in favour
of Holland so seducing, that a great number of the
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deputies to the States-General were prepared to embrace
the proffered aid of Charles at once.

Charles, however, wasopposed by one who, having from
the first perceived the impolicy of a war with England,
was determined to do all in his power to bring it to a con-
clusion. De Witt had Ry this time taken his seat in the
States, in virtue of an office, his appointment to which
we shall notice hereafter ; and in a vigorous speech he
argued against the acceptance of the offer of the exiled
king, and completely turned the current of public feel-
ing. He boldly stated a motive for rejecting it, which
to him was conclusive, namely, that the near connection
between Charlés and the house of Orange would render
his presence on board their fleet dangerous to the free-
dom of the States ; and he went on to point out that if
the proposal was accepted, and ghe service rendered,
the United  Provinces would be 'bound by every tie of
honour and gratitude never te abandon the cause of the
exiled king till they hafl seated him on the throne of
his ancestors ; so that the war between England and
Holland would be necessarily protracted thgough an in-
definite period of years, and the Dutch republic would
be committed tv the destruction of another government,
which in principle approached very nearly to their own.
This reasoning proved convincing to the great body of
the deputies ; and while De Witt pronouncgd a high
panegyric upon the courage and generosity of Chgrles,
he induced the States to decline  the offer of the king,
and to turn their attention to the attainment' of tran-
quillity upon honourable terms, or the prosecution of the
war with vigour and activity.

Negotiations were recommenced with England, for
the purpose of obtaining peace, and Cromwell showed
himself not averse to entertain the proposal. The
proceedings, however, were long ; and in the nwman-
while a new victory, obtained by general Monk, in
which twenty Dutch vessels were lost, and the rest
driven back into the harbours of Holland, induced
the States to offer still greater sacrifices than they
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had at first proposed, for the benefit of that peace
which they had so lately despised. But before the
treaty could be concluded, Van Tromp resolved to strike
one more blow ; and issuing forth again from the ports
of Holland, he encountered general Monk and the
English fleet off Scheveling. It would seem that both
Monk and his adversary had determined never to re-
enter the ports of their country without victory. The
different vessels engaged, each captain animated against
the other by the memory of frequent struggles and
varied successes, and the most severe and decisive action
of the whole war took place. 1In the end, however, the
Dutch were entircly defeated.  Thirty of their vessels
were either taken or .unk ; and Van Tromp himself fell
in the action, shot throught the heart by a musket ball.
This decided succes on the part of England raised the
expectations of Cromwell, who once more revived his
proposal of uniting the twe commonwealths ; but the idea
again met with strenuous opposftion, as might well be ex-
pected, from the States, and probably was put forward
merely in orger to raise the terms of accommodation to
be demanded by England. But Cromwell was now met
by a negotiator as firm, as stern, and as determined as
himself ; one who had ever opposed the war against
England, but who was nevertheless prepared to support
the rights of his owi country, and what he conceived
its best interests, with all the powers of a vigorous and
inflexible mind. Th¢ opposition which he had shown
to the first hostile measures of Holland, his prediction
of consequences which had invariably taken place, his
exposition of the general and comprehensive views
which he entertained in regard to the policy of his
native land, had all raised De Witt so high in the esti-
mation of his fellow-countrymen, that before the ter-
mination of the war he had been unanimously elected
grand pensionary of Holland. In the first instance,
this office was only conferred upon him provisionally,
with the view of disentangling the country from the
perilous situation into which the rash and ill-advised
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war with England had hurried it. The ability, how-
ever, with which he executed its functions, and the
power which it placed in his hands, combined to obtain
for him the absolute nomination to that high office.
This took place in }658, while De Witt was in his
twenty-eighth year ; and personal ambition might, per-
haps, have something to do with his acceptance of an
office which was by no means without its perils and in-
conveniences. ® So great, indeed, were the dangers attend-
ing it, so thoroughly convinced were many of De Witt’s
best friends of the transitory nature of popularity, and
the bitter penalty which was always paid by those who fix
their power upon the sandy basis of a people’s applause,
that they remonstrated strongly with De Witt when
they saw him prepared to ®accept the disastrous office,
and represented to him how Bagneveldt had ruled and
laboured for the benefit of his country ; how he had
sacrificed the repose of a lomg life to preserve the rights
and liberties of the people of Holland ; and how, at
the very noment when he was struggling for her dearest
interests, the sword of a public exccutigner had been
called to reward his patriotism, and terminate that life
which had been devoted to the service of his country.
De Witt was well awarc of all these facts; tnt he re-
plied, that every station of human life was subject to its
own peril and trouble. He added, that he gonceived the
service of his native land to be the first duty of § good
citizen, and that he would not ghrink from the task, let
its consequence he what it might. Once placed in office,
thes government of the whole state was moved and in-
fluenced by De Witt. He met with considerable oppo-
sition, it is true, from the favourers of the house
of Orange; and after the failure of Charles Il.s
proposal, an attempt was even made to appoint the
young prince of Qrange himself high admiral of Hol-
land ; in fact, supplying the place of Van Tromp with
a child of three years old. This proposition was im-
mediately negatived, however; and to prevent any
similar intrigues, De Witt determined to fill the post
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of Van Tromp by some officer of noble birth and dis-
tinguished character, though few were to be found in
the Provinces possessing the advantages of rank and
great naval experience.

With the usual sagacity which he displayed in his
Jjudgment of his fellow-men, De Witt fixed his eyesupon
the baron Van Opdam, and preveiled upon him, though
not without considerable difficulty, to undertake the re-
sponsible station of admiral. His choice was fully justi-
fied by the results, although no farther hostilities of any
importance took place, after the defcat and death of Van
Tromp, in the course of the first English war., The ne-
gotiations continy: -1 hotween Holland and England, and
were carried on almos: entirely by the protector and the
grand pensionary.  Cromwdl found that he had to deal
with a mind not inferi¢r to his own in any respect, and
superior in many ; and after protracted negotiations, a
treaty of peace was ratified ketween Holland and England
on the 5th of April, 1654. The principal articles of
which were indemnity for vessels seized, for the massacre
at Amboyna, and for various other detrimental acts said
to have been exereised by the Dutch towards the English ;
the striking of the national flag to British vessels, in
token of the naval supremacy of England ; and the sur-
render of the island of Polerone in the East Indies.

To this treaty was added a secrct article, by which the
states pf Holland covenanted with the English protector
never to confer upon the young prince of Orange, or
any of his family, the dignity of stadtholder. This
latter article has very generally heen supposed to have
been suggested to Cromwell by the ambition of De Witt;
and there can be very little doubt, that it was one of
those conditions to which the grand pensionary acceded
with the greatest willingness. Human nature is found
to be weak enough, even in the greatest men, to induce
us to admit that it is very probable ambition had
its share in the proceeding ; nevertheless, it is by no
means a necessary consequence that such should be the
case, for the whole of De Witt’s policy had a similar
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tendency, namely, to exclude every one from so great
a share of authority as to be dangerous to that repub-
lican form of government which he considered the most
beneficial for the country. That such is the case is clearly
proved by a singular pasgage in his own book of political
maxims, to the following effect.*

“But here it may be said that things are much
altered within these hundred years last ; for Holland
then subsisted Mostly by agriculture, and then there were
no soldiery, treasure, or fortified places to be at the
earl’s disposal. But when he had wars, it was with
the help of his homagers and tenants, only sub-
sidies of money being given him at his request hy
the states of the country. And, moreover, the cities
of Holland and the castles of the nobility were (accord-
ing to the then method of war) soktrong that they could
not be taken by the said earls, withodt great forces em-
ployed against them ; sq that%he States of Holland, in
their assemblies, have boldly contended for their rights
against the earls’ encroachmeuts. Therefore these earls,
on the cther side, by reason of their great®lignity, had
many adherents that depended on them, which must
needs make that government by earls every wayunsteady,
weak, and tumultuous.

“T'o this an approver of monarchical government may
further add, that Holland now wholy subsistsby traffic,
and that one supreme heuad, captain-general or #adt-
holder, would have his own lifesguards at the¢ Hague,
the place of assembly, and likewise the assistance of a
great und well paid army, and of all the preachers, and
by them, the love of the whole populace ; and that at
his pleasure he may dispose of all the impregnable
frontier towns of those provinces that have no suffrages
or voices in the state, though he should not inciease his
strength by any foreign alliances, or by collusion or Hat-
tery with the deputies of the other provinces of the
generality, insomuch that the States of IHolland would

* T use the old translation of 1702, where this passage will be found from
page 10 to page 14,
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not dare, no not in their assemblies, to open their
mouths against the interest of such a supreme head ; or,
if they did, he would order his soldiers to take them by
the collar, and might easily overpower most of the
cities of Holland, the people being unaccustomed to
arms, and, moreover, divided — fortifications but slight
and mean in comparison of the present way of fortify-
ing; so that one may truly say that the Hollanders,
by setting up one supreme head over tifemselves, may
now with ease, and without tumult, be governed like
sheep by an irresistible sovereign, against whom they
durst not speak one word when he should think fit to
shear, flay, or de.our them.

¢ Now what there is in this, and whether the Hol-
landers would be happy in“such a condition, 1 shall at
large hereafter give ydi my judgment.

““ But as to the stupidity of the Hollanders, whether
that be so great as that they have not wit enough to
form a free commonwealth, and, having found that
precious jewel of freedom, would, with AEsop’s cocks,
prefer a graiti of corn before it. This is what hath
not been judged so hitherto, but on the contrary, which,
that it may be evident to the reader, he may be pleased
to observe the prudent conduct of the States of Holland,
at their great assembly in the years 1650 and 1651, as
also seriouely to ponder and weigh the manifold reasons
and examples produced to this end in their Deduction of
the year 1654. All shis is yet further confirmed by
that magnanimous resolution of the 23d of January,
1657, wherein the States of Holland unanimously de-
clared, after consulting the general assemblies, or com-
mon halls of the respective cities in the province, to
hold for a fundamental and certain maxim, —¢ That to
place a perpetual head, chieftain, or general over the
army is not only needless, but likewise exceeding pre-
judicial ; and that accordingly in this province all things’
shall be thus directed, that whenever in a time of war
and pressing necessity the States of Holland, with the
other provinces, shall think fit to proceed to elect 2
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general for the army, or that upon any other occasion
a captain-general should be chosen, then not to choose
such a chieftain as shall have a perpetual commlssmn,
hut for such an expedition, campaign, or occasion only
as may happen,’ &ec. Apd moreover, you may there see
that these and other vigorous resolutions of the like
nature were taken with this especial proviso, ¢ That the
said resolution shall not be dispensed with, but by the
unanimous consent of all the members of the said as-
sembly.’

“ By this you may perccive that the supposition of the
Hollanders being phlegmatic and dull, and of & slavish
nature, is altogether groundless ; for seeing that they
came not free, but by the death of the last stadtholder
and captain-general, and thit it was unseasonable and
imprudent before that time for thtm to show their com-
mendable zeal for their freedom and their skill in point
of government; and secing & is evident that a gene-
ration of men that are in freedom must be overcome
before we can pass 2 right judgment thereof, and stop
the mouths of opposers,— we, must, therefae leave it to
God and time ; and if such as like monarchical govern-
ment, and those base and slavish opposers of liberty,
survive those times, they will then be able to discern
which of the two governments is founded on best
reason. ®

“¢ It shall not satisfy me to have said thus much in ge-
neral ; for seeing the States of Hollgnd in their Dgduction,
chap. vi. art. 29., declare that they will not lose their
freedom but with their lives, I shall therefore presume
to give my opinion of the political maxims of Holland,
hoping that my sincere zeal and uprightness to express
the same for the benefit of the public will be so accept-
able to our lawful rulers, that though I may have failed
in some things, and by stating the true interests ¢t my
country have been necessitated to reflect on persons
who seek their advantage to the prejudice of Holland, -
a8 it is now governed, the said rulers and true loveu

- of their native country will so favour this work and its
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author against the said malevolent persons, that it shall
never repent him to have been the first generous ‘and
bold undertaker of so commendable a work. But how.
soever things happen or times oppose it, recte fecisse
merces est, et ipsa sui pretium Jyirtus (i.e. to do good
is a reward of itself, and virtue carries its own recom-
pence along with it). I shall then, having done my duty
as an honest man, good citizen, and upright Christign
that may not bury his talent, be ablé to%take comfort in
my sincere endeavours ; and posterity, into whose hands
these writings may fall, will, in spite of all the present
powers that opposc it, he able to judge irppartially, and
that with a sound judgment; becausc by that #ime
they will have lcarued, by jovful or sad experience,
whether Holland’s interest ‘can be settled upon any othe:
foundation or maximds than those herein expressed,
and whether these reasons of mine w1ll not be confirmed
by the experience of folloWing ages.’

For these objects he laboured through his whole life ;
and never do we find that he lost any opportunity of
casting obstecles in the way of all individuals who
might by any chance endeavour to assume supreme
power in a country, which he judged peculiarly to
require a republican form of government. The office |
of grand pensionary, which he himself enjoyed, by no
means gave such authority as to be dangerogs to the
state ¢ and in cases where it afforded any very vast
command, that command was more derived from the
individual character of the person, his talents, his firm~
ness, his courage, his disinterestedness, placed in a*pro-
minent point of view by the occupation of a responsible
station, than by any extensive power implied by the
office itself. The grand pensionary of Holland was
originally but a servant of the Provinces, and was at
first fermed their advocate : in this light he was long
regarded ; and his proper place in the assembly of the
"States is said to have been below all the other deputies.
Custom, however, had attributed to him very nearly the
functions of a president; and it was his duty to pro-
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pound all matters for consideration, to gather the opi~
nioms, and to digest the resolutions. But over these
resolutions themselves he had in some degree a restric~
tive power, being permitted not to conclude any thing
of great importance if he judged it likely to prove detri«
mental to the*state? The office, properly speaking, was
conferred but for five yeats; but in general the term
was renewed, so that it was looked upon, except in
cases of gross Jereliction of duty, as permanent.
Notwithstanding thc care which the grand pensionary
had taken to render the article which excluded the house
of Orange from the stadtholderate secret, and notwith-
stagding the fower which he possessed, not only from
his high office but from the fresh influence of his popu-
larity, all the particulars ofethe treaty were soon made
known, and a strong and active party was formed
against him. The partisans of the house of Orange
caballed in every province gnd in every town; the
retainers of the exiled House of Stuart, who at that time
swarmed in the Low Countries, abused De Witt for his
concessions to the English usurper; and, safe in the
impunity of compassion, attacked him openly with their
*tongues, with all the swaggering insolence of the cavalier
faction. Even the clergy in many instances forgot the
- moderation of their sacred calling to assail the object of
party hatred, and made their pulpits resound with denun-
ciations Hgainst De Witt and the treaty with England.
Nor were they without specious pretexts to assign for their
animosity, — pretexts which weré in the highlst degree
calculated to inflame the passions of that great mass of
people which in all nations is moved by impulses, ‘
often honourable, often just, but always hasty, headlong,
ind unreasoning. The degradation of striking the
Dutch flag to that of England, the indignity of being
forced to exclude from the government of their comntry -
a family which had rendered such great services to the
state, were placed by the malecontents in the most forciblew
point of view, and roused every one whose views of
national interests were narrowed to the bounds of mere
VOL. III. R
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national pride to oppose and impede all the proceed-
ings of the grand pensionary. At the same time another
very numerous class, who see nothing before them but
any immediate expense, without having the mental
power of counterbalancing the consideration of small
loss by the certainty of immensé advantage, raised their
voices against the indemnity that was to be paid to
England, and would fain have persuaded the States that
this concession was infinitely worse than a protraction
of the war, although six months of hostilities cost them
in actual outlay more than the obnoxious indemnity,
besides the destruction of their commerce, and the pro-
bable losses they mnght. sustain by defeat. s

The firmness and eloquence of De Witt, and the
justness of his views, triutaphed, however, over all op-
position : the secret article of the treaty was sanctioned
by a solemn act of the States-General ; and although he
had still difficulties to conéend with, and met with very
great opposition, even in the States themselves, he per-
severed, with resolute wisdom, in the course which he
had laid dogn for himself. Nevertheless, not all his
energy, not all his activity, not all his foresight, could
prevent the evils ever attendant upon & divided nation ;-
and it is probable that he felt most bitterly some of the in-
conveniences of that very form of government to which
he wakso gtrongly attached. If the #hsease of a mon-
archy, is tyranny, the diseases of a republic are anarchy,
confusion, and tumulf; and with such was Holland
afflicted for several years after the conclusion of the
peace with England. Revolts took place in various, parts
of the United Provinces; discontent was general through-
out the States ; De Witt was assailed, both by the tongue
and the pen; and the very frame of government in
Holland was shaken. However calm and phlegmatic
mighv be his temperament, however firm and resolute
hit spirit, it was impossible that such a state of things
--should not have a severe effect upon the mind of the
grand pensionary ; and he himself states, that about ten
years before he concluded the composition of his Maxims
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for the Government of Holland (which is generally
attributed to about six years before his death) the
affliction which he suffered, and the anxiety of his
mind, produced a degree of melancholy which seemed
likely fatally to affect his health.

In order to disentangle the country from the state of
confusion in which it was involved, and to free himself
also from the difficulties under which he laboured, and the
melancholy whjch oppressed him, De Witt gave willing
car to an application for assistance, made by .an ancient
ally of the republic, who now claimed the exertion of
their maritime power in a matter wherein they were
only less intefested than himself. The command of the
Sourd had always been an object of contest between
the kings of Denmark and §weden, and for many years
those two northern countries had seldom been for many
months at peace. 1t had generally been considered ne-
cessary, however, to the intgrests of Holland, that the
command of the Sound®*should be in the hands of Den-
mark, and on most occasions she had exerted all her
influence to secure it for her ally. The victories of
Charles Gustavus, the successor of Christha, however,
not only threatened the Dane’s possession of the'Sound,
but even threatened the evistence of Denmark itself, as
a separate monarchy. After several defeats, the king of
Denmark had been induced to sign a treaty of peage with
Charles of Swedén, by which treaty he gaf®e up to the
victor a number of important provinces,” and & free
passage of the Sound. . .

This peace was concluded in the beginning of 1658;
but before many weeks had passed, Charles, net con-
tented with what he had obtained, and pretending to
be suspicious of some negotiations which the Danes
were carrying on with other nations, broke the treaty
he had so lately swogn to observe, and turning his
arms against Copenhagen itself, laid siege to the
capital of his enemy’s kingdom. The king of Denmark,,,
shut up in his metropolis, defended himself gallantly
.against all the efforts of the Swede; the garrison and

B 2
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the inhabitants, by numerous sallies, drove back the
besieging forces, and retarded their operations ; but still
the enemy pressed close and more close upon the city,
and the admiral Wrangel, with the Swedish fleet, occu-
pied the Sound, and kept the port of Copenhagen in a
state of complete blockade. MNotwithstanding ell the
resolution of the king and the inhabitants, Copenhagen
must soon have fallen, had not De Witt, with wise
policy, engaged the states of Holland to determine upon
supporting vigorously their ancient ally. By his exer-
tions and endeavours, a fleet was equipped in an extra-
ordinarily short space of time, and the famous admiral
Opdam set sail with 2 fuvourable wind for the Baltic.

On reaching the Svund, he found a force prepared to
oppose him, which to many might have seemed invin-
ciblee. Wrangel, with a superior fleet, occupied the
narrow channel ; while the two castles, Cronenberg and
Elsenberg, both now in pegsession of the Swedes, were
prepared to support them in ‘defence of the Sound.
Opdam, though suffering severely from the gout, caused
himself to be carried upon deck, and instantly advanced
to force the passage. A tremendous engagement then
began, Wrangel fighting with determined valour, and
manceuvring with considerable skill, while the two for-
tresses poured a destructive fire into the Dutch fleet as
it came up. The battle was to decide the fate of Copen-
hagen and §f Denmark ; and Charles Gustavus viewed it
from the walls of Cronenberg, while the Danish monarch
watched the progress of the fight from the towers of his
beleagured capital. After a bloody engagement, howgver,
of several hours, the king of Denmark saw the Swedish
fleet give way ; and Opdam, sailing on through the midst,
anchored under the walls of Copenhagen, and poured
abundant supplies into the city. This victory, however,
was beught at a heavy price; an immense number of
the Dutch seamen were killed, and the second and third
ADutch admirals were amongst the slain.

Charles Gustavus showed an inclination, notwithstand-
ing this signal defeat, to protract the war, and maintain
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possession of the island of Fuhnen. But while the Danish
and Dutch forces proceeded with success through a length-
ened campaign against the Swedes, De Witt took mea-
sures to compel the king of Sweden to listen to reason-
able terms of peace,; and under his direction, the famous
treaty was entered into called the Concert of the Hague,
by which Charles saw such a formidable coalition arrayed
against his ambitious views, that he was obliged to
Jisten to term® far more favourable to Denmark
those which he had so lately broken. Ere the treaty was
concluded, however, death cut the king of Sweden short
in his ambitious projects, and the peace received the
signature of his successor ; though it is probable that, had
he lived, many circamstancgs might have occurred to
suspend its ratification.

Natural causes, which it is not necessary to investigate
here, produce at various epochs an analogy between the
circumstances of different ndlions, and what would ap-
pear, to a fanciful eye, 2 sympathetic connection be-
tween the events by which the situations of different
states are affected at the same time. 'Thu# towards the
year 1660, throughout the whole of Furope, which for
a long period of time had been afflicted with a constant
succession of hostilities, there seemed to be a strong and
general tendency towards the re-establishment of perma-
nent peace, though the various wars that were actually
going on in different parts of Europe had their rfse in
circumstances which had no coanection whatever the
one with the other. At very nearly the same period,
the Wwar between Sweden, Denmark, and Holland was
brought to a conclusion ; the long series of hostilities ,
between France and Spain was terminated ; and the res-
toration of Charles I1. promised to give peace to the
internal dissensions of England. Such a change, of
course, affected the whole policy of Europe, altered
the relations of every different state towards its neigh
bour, and in Holland especially produced a new aspect
in public affairs which was highly favourable to the
popularity and power of John de Witt,

B3
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From a state of tumult and turbulence, which
threatened to overturn the Dutch government, every
thing subsided into quiet and tranquillity ; De Witt
and his brother were applauded to the skies by the
very people who had assailedethem with abuse; the
party of the house of Orange was silent, either from
prudence or conviction ; and the States-General re-
mained almost entirely under the direction of the grand
penslonary The second term of his official duty ex-
pired in 1663 ; and the degree of popularity he had
acquired was evinced by his unanimous re-election on
the 15th of September, in that year. .

During the thre. last years, however, a variety of
acts, not very important ig a historical point of view,
but necessary to be noticed in the biography of De Witt,
had been performed by the grand pensionary, who took
some part in almost all the great events which were
enacting around him.  Of the restoration of Charles II.
to the throne of England, that monarch, as is well
known, passed by the Hague, on his way to take pos-
session of hfs recovered kingdom : on this occasion he
was officially complimented by De Witt, in a speech
of great power and eloquence, and was splendidly en-
tertained by the pensionary, whose simple habits of life
were all laid aside when it was necessary to represent
with magrificence the state of which he was the prin-
cipal'minister. Charles, whose hypocrisy was generally
of a good-humoured kind, though the exclusion of the
house of Orange still undoubtedly rancoured at his
beart, affected much gratitude and favour to De ‘Witt,
and appears, by his captivating manners, to have gained
considerably even in the clear-sighted eyes of the grand
pensionary.

Whether the effect produced upon De Witt was
sufficiently great and sufficiently permanent — and
Joval smiles have often been found not without their
effect even upon stern republicans — to induce him to
commit an act unworthy of himself, or whether the
interests of Holland, which have always had a very
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potent influence upon all true Dutchmen, led the pen-
sionary to a disgraceful submission to some of the
demands of Charles, would be difficult to determine;
but certain it is that the pensionary was persuaded to
sanction a proceeding which all must regret, as casting
a stain upon a high and illustrious name. After the
return of the king to England, three of the miserable
regicides who had stained the annals of their country
with a shameful deed of blood, named Corbet, Okey,
and Barkstead, had taken refuge in Holland to avoid
the avenging sword which pursued their fellows.
Though guilty undoubtedly of murder, aggravated by a
mockery of justice, yet the wild enthusiasms under
which they acted, the excited state of public feeling at
the time they committed their crime, and the scenes of
political anarchy in the midst of which it was perpe-
trated, all gave a peculiar aspect to their situation ; and
Holland had also to rememsber that she bad in some
degree recognised their'innocence, by treating on terms
of amity and alliance with their very principal and
leader in the act for which they were nqw pursued by
Charles. To have interceded for the other regicides
was not indeed required at her hands ; but to give asafe
asylum to those who cast themselves upon hcr hospi-
tality and honour was requisite to the maintenance
of her character as a free, just state. .Charles 11.,
however, by his minister at the Hague, sir George
Downing, demanded of the States the arrest of Corbet,
Okey, and Barksiead. They were accordingly seized,
transmitted to England, and executed on the 19th of
April, 1662 ; and the share which De Witt had in this
evil transaction is proved by a speech of Charles him-
self to some Dutch ambassadors, in which he thanked
the States pointedly for the arrest of his father’s mur-
derers ; and added, * I must also, on this occasbon, in-
form your excellencies that I have a very particular
account of the share which monsieur De Witt hadsie
this affair, with which I am extremely well satisfied,
R 4
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and shall always preserve a grateful remembrance of it ;
and with this I desire you to acquaint him.”

Advantages certainly accrued to Holland from the
friendship of Charles, and the purpose of engaging the
interest of England for the States might be one object
of De Witt in his present conéessidns. Through the
mediation of the English monar¢h, Portugal, then a great
commercial nation, concluded a treaty with the States,
highly advantageous to them; and as tha-whole negoti-
ation passed through the hands of De Witt, it is very
probable that either gratitude for past assistance, or the
expectation of future advantages, might influence him
in yielding mueh to the demands of the ‘restored king
of England. A stili greater coneession was made to
Charles about the same timé¢, by the nullification of the
secret article which had been inserted in the former
treaty with England, by which the family of Orange
were by name excluded from the stadtholderate ; and in
March, 1663, a new treaty of dlliance was signed be-
tween England and the United Provinces.

Perceiving clearly, however, that the feelings of hosti-
lity which had been engendered by the late angry eontests
betieen the two countries had by no means subsided,
and that Charles 11. himself was one of those characters
which no principles of gratitude, virtue, or honour, can
bind, De Witt evidently regarded the amity of England
as founded upon a very uncertain basis, and took every
means in his power to_cement and enlarge the Duteh
relations with France. Situated as Holland was, be-
tween two nations more powerful than herself, it,was
always necessary for her to rely in some degree uprn
the one or the other; and for the time the menacing
aspect of England rendered France her natural support,
while the interposition of the Spanish Netherlands se-
cared ¢he weaker power against any of the lion-like
propensities of its stronger ally. To Louis XIV. also,
wlr.e uiivy was at this time in the most extraordinary
state of dilspidation, the alliance of the Dutch was 2
matter of some importance ; for, while his military pro~
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jects were still slumbering in the uncertain indecision
of youth, the marine of the United Provinces, while
bound by treaty to the sovereign of France, gave him
always the means of checking any adversary that might
rise up, without exerting all the dormant vigour of his
own exhausted land. The interests of the two coun-
tries were thus united ;'and Louis not only willingly
entered into the views of De Witt, but prepared with
greater sinceriéy than monarchs usually show to fulfil
not only the letter but the spirit of his engagement.
Between England and Holland at that time there ex-
isted numerous most fertile causes of discord ; claims upon
various distafit territories ; colonies rivalling and dis-
puting with each other ; commerce carried on by the
same means and through the same channels ; maritime,
colonial, and commercial jealousy: all afforded a thousand
irritating circumstances, which — ere the year was out
wherein the last treaty of pesce we have mentioned was
signed — produced varfous acts of absolute hostility be-
tween England and the United Provinces. War, it is
true, was not declared for some months q'ter ; but at-
tempts were made by either party upon the West
Indian and East Indian possessions of the other; and
De Ruyter on the part of Holland, with Holines and
Lawson on the part of England, kept the seas, and strove
to obtain as much us possible by attacking the colonies of
the adverse country, ere a state of hostility was fopmally
athounced. De Witt laboured with all the powers of
his great mind to turn aside the coming tempest, but in
vain,; the English government declined the mediation
eS.the king of France ; and the duke of York, afterwards
James II., put tosea with a large fleet for the pur-
pose of attacking the commercial navy of the Dutch.
In this he was successful to such a degree, capturing &
fleet of upwards of 100 Dutch merchantmen, that the
British parliament entered upon the war with sanguine
expectations of complete triumph, and in NMEvehewi
1665 voted two millions and a half, for the purpose of
carrying on the approaching hostilities with vigour.
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The successes of De Ruyter, however, in his attacks
upon Guinea and the Cape de Verd, somewhat checked
the flourishing hopes of the English people, and still more
dispirited the ministers of Charles, who had expected a
more ausplclous commencement gf the war. The govern-
ment was in this state of depression When a Benedictine
monk applied for a private audience of Clarendon, then
lord chancellor ; and on being admitted, opened a com-
munication with the British minister, @n the part of
Bernard Van Ghalen, bishop of Munster, who offered
to invade Holland, on the land side, with an army of
20,000 men, while England carried on the war by sea.
More regular ng,;nuatlons followed : Baron Wreden was
sent over by the pugnacious bishop to conclude a regular
treaty with the English codrt ; and in consideration of
500,000 rix-dollars to be paid by England, the bishop
agreed to commence hostilities at once. A young nego-
tiator, afterwards famous es sxr William Temple, was
immediately sent over to watch the proceedings of the
bishop, to superintend the payment of the money in the
stipulated ipstalments, and to endeavour to effect a
league in favour of England amongst the princes of the
Lower Rhine.

New to diplomacy, Temple was easily deceived ;
and of a sanguine and eager temperament, he became
persuaded that the bighop of Munster, who was in
fact nothmg but an interested, turbtlent, and ambitious
prince, with great d;sn'es and little means, was,%n
the contrary, a plain, sincerc man, of high honour,
considerable talents, and great influence. The bishop’s
forces and his preparations fell short of his promiesa ;
and while he was demanding the payment of the second
instalment before it was due, and Temple was urging
him vehemently, but in vain, to get his army into the
field by the time which he had stipulated, Louis XIV.
was taking more effectual steps to stop his proceedings,
"y-eaiing his ambassador D’Estrades to notify to the
prelate that if he invaded Holland he would find French
troops ready to oppose him. Louis also kept his word,
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and with prompt and 'zealous friendship despatched
6000 men to strengthen the land forces of the States.
It is true, that he made them support and pay this
reinforcement ; but nevertheless the succour was well
timed, and sufficient toe effectual. Prince Maurice of
Nassau was put at the head of the Dutch troops, and
accompanied, ‘and in some degree directed, by Cornelius
De Witt, the brother of the grand pensionary, easily
checked the Ml_conducted irruption of the bishop of
Munster, and frustrated all the efforts for the conquest
of Friesland made by his ill-organised forces.

At the sanje time De Witt entered into a negotiation
with the bishop and other German princes, which, when
the court of England least expected it, brought over the
turbulent prelate in all appearance to the interests of
Holland, leaving his former ally without any other
fruit for much pains and great expense except an ill-
conducted and defeated attempt, which threw great dis-
credit upon all parties concerned. In the meanwhile the
continued success of the duke of York raised the spirits
of the English people: he had sailed ear]y in the year
with a fleet consisting of 107 ships of war and fourteen
fire ships; and on the Sd of June he was encountered
by Opdam with a somewhat inferior force off the
English coast, near Harwich. The battle immediately
began, and raged with great fierceness fo some time ;
but in the midst of the action the vessel of the,Dutch
admiral caught fire and blew up, destroying Opdam and
his whole crew, and damaging several of the neighbour=-
ing wessels. A complete defeat of the Dutch followed :

“tineteen of their vessels were captured, fourteen de-
stroyed, and the whole of the rest of the fleet might
have shared the same fate if the pursuit had been car-
ried on with any degree of energy or spirit.

This signal disaster was peculiarly mortifging to
De Witt, as it was under his immediate directions that
Opdam engaged the duke of York, he ha
upon the States that it was better to fight at all
risks ; because if they were victorious, a certain ad-
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vantage was gained, while, if they were defeated, the
French would be obliged in honour to join them with
whatever fleet they could command, which Louis had
hitherto shown himself unwilling to do, from a con-
sciousness of the pitiful figurg his navy must make,
when compared with that either of Holland or England.
Various difficulties and mortifications of other kinds
had preceded this in De Witt's career since the com-
mencement of hostilities with England. ®The provinces
of Guelders and Overyssel formally protested against the
war, and refused to furnish any portion of the funds for
carrying it on; anrd various tumults, toggther with the
danger of a civil war in East Friesland, embarrassed the
measui es of Holland, and might have been fanned into a
flame which would have affected the wellbeing of the
whole country. It seems probable, also, that upon those
provinces which manifested their disposition to separate
their interests from the mst gf the state, and upon
Friesland, the domestic dissensions of which promised
to render it an easy prey to any ambitious neighbour,
the enterprising and greedy bishop of Munster had cast
his eyes, with the determination of profiting by every
opportunity for extending his petty principality at the
expense of Holland. England was of course also cager
to foment the dissensions which crippled the efforts of her
adversary ; and there were not wanting agents, even
amonggt the Dutch, to undertake the ungenerous task of
exciting dissatisfaction,in the people, and widening the
breach between the dissentient provinces and their bre-
thren. The energy and activity of De Witt, however,
overcame all difficulties ; and his clear eloquence and pu%:’
erful reasoning succeeded in persuading the dissatisfied of
their true interests. The dissensions in Friesland were
healed ; and proceeding himself with two other deputies
to negbtiate with the people of Guelders and Overyssel,
De Witt so successfully exerted his influence, that those
=Proitiidés not only withdrew their opposition to the
general measares of the States against England, but
agreed at once to furnish their quota for carrying on
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the war; and not being prepared at the moment with
the necessary funds, raised them in the speediest manner
under the form of a loan.

The death of Opdam and the total defeat of their
fleet, as may well be supposed, spread consternation
throughout Holland ; and various minor reverses which
took place in the course of August and September
tended to increase the general depression: but, as
De Witt had eanticipated, the successes of England
drove the French court to an absolute declaration of
war agsinst Charles IT., and a small force was added to
the naval strength of Holland, though a much greater
moral effect was produced by this decisive measure of
the French cabinet.

In the meantime, an unexpected evil had occarred
in the rise of severe dissensions between the famous De
Ruyter and the younger Van Tromp. A large East
India fleet was about to put togea ; but, in consequence of
various impediments, ariting partly, it would seem, from
the disputes of the admirals, partly from the apathy of
some of the Jocal authorities, nothing had peen done to
prepare a sufficient aninament to convoy it safely out of
the dangerous neighbourhood of England. Under these
circumstances, De Witt and two other deputies were
appointed by the States of Holland to prepare and com.
mand a fleet for the purpose of convoying the Kast ’
India merchantmen for a certain distance on  their
voyage. Of the proceedings of the two other deputies
little is known ; but the conduct of De Witt in his
naval, command shows him in a new and extraordinary

=pojpt of view. He proceeded immediately to the Texel ;

and by immense exertions succeeded in preparing the
fleet for departure in a space of time which to others
had seemed inadequate to accomplish one half of the
task, and then himself going on board, he pressed the
admirals to put to sea at once.

A new difficulty, however, now presentE&I ™ umhie-
De Witt was met by the reply, that the wind was un.
favourable, and that there was no possibility of passing
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the difficult mouth of the Texel, unless a complete
change took place. In this opinion all the Dutch sea-
men concurred ; and showing De Witt the three passages
which exist at the mouth of the Texel, called the
Land’s Diep, the Slenk, and the Spaniard’s Gut, they
informed him that it was only by tHe two former that
vessels of any size could get to sea. Even these passages,
they assured him, were only practicable when the wind
blew steadily from ome of ten points qf the compass,
while the other twenty-two points, they alleged, rendered
the passage impossible. De Witt had nothing but
theories to oppose to the practical knowledge of the
seamen ; but his mathematical skill enabled him to de-
monstrate, that if their charts laid down the passages
correctly, any one of twenty-eight points of the compass
would serve to carry the vessels out. Not satisfied also
with this discovery, he instantly conceived a doubt of
the representations made gegarding the three passages,
and determined to ascertain Whether the Spaniard’s
Gut were not as practicable as the others. He proceeded
thither in the long boat of his vessel at the time of low
water, and took the soundings along the whole of the
passage with his own hand. The result fully justified
his suspicions: he found that throughout its whole
course the depth was at least double that which had
been repreﬁented; that the banks and shallows, which
the pilots had talked of, were entirely chimerical ; and
that it was, in fact, as safe and practicable as any of the
three. The wind, according to his view,' was perfectly
favourable, especially for this passage ; and on returning
to the fleet, he announced to the officers his intengiet.~
of instantly putting to seas through the very channel
which they considered impassable. :

Of course he was not suffered to execute this resolu-
tion without strenuous opposition and vehement remon-
strances. All the elder seamen adhered to their opinion,
wndoitnnly declared that the passage of the Spaniard’s
Gut was impracticable for large vessels ; and that even if
it were not, the wind was unfavourable, and would not
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carry them out. De Witt took the responsibility upon
himself ; and, to silence all farther opposition, declared
his purpose of leading the way in the largest vessel of
the fleet. He accordingly weighed anchor o the 16th
of August, 1665, and yith the wind at 8.8.W. sailed
without difficulty through the dreaded passage, followed
in safety by the whole Dutch fleet. Though surprise
might be mingled with some degree of mortification, the
Dutch officers eould but respect the man they had unsuc-
cessfully opposed ; and from that day forward the passage
which he had been the first to open for the Dutch com-
merce received the name of De Witt’s Diep.

A good deal of jealousy and anger was naturally ex-
cited amongst theofficers of the fleet at being placed under
the command of landsmen — if Dutchmen can ever be
looked upon as such ; — and amongst the common sailors
there appeared a certain degree of contempt for persons
who were utterly unacquainted with the service in which
they were now placed in authority. De Witt, however,
soon found means of overcoming all prejudices against
him; he effected a reconciliation hetween Dg Ruyter and
Van Tromp ; and, showing the greatest deference for the
opinion of the naval officers in all cases where he was
not sure of being right, he at the same time suggested
an infinity of improvements and reforms which at once
claimed their gratitude and insured their regpect. ‘The
alterations which he introduced tended in a very, great
degree to render the service easier and more pleasant to
the officers themselves ; and his amelioration of the
modeg of life and discipline of the commeon sailors soon
wati their affection, while his conduct during a severe
storm which they met with on the coast of Norway
equally gained their respect. Throughout the course of
two days, during which the tempest lasted, he scarcely
ever quitted the deck ; took no refreshment but with the
crew ; and in moments of danger set the example of
working with his own hands, showing in his
meanour that calm resolution, prompt skill, and unin-
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terrupted presence of mind, which sailors, of all men,
are best calculated to appreciate and admire.

Notwithstanding his conduct on all these oceasions,
the numerous enemies whom he had left behind him, —
the enemies of his genius, his Jionesty, his patriotism,
and his power, — did not fail to take advantage of his
absence to spread a thousand rumours unfavourable to
the grand pensionary. They declared that he had
thwarted the admirals in all their proceedings : they set
forth the apparent folly of placing landsmen to control
the proceedmgs of seamen ; and they pretended that,
in a thousand iu-fances, the control exercised by De
Witt and the othe. deputies had produeed events dis-
advantageous and disrcputable to the state. Kither in
consequence of having heard such rumours, or from a
spontaneous movement of gratitude and regard, De
Ruyter, by the first opportumty, wrote a public letter to
the States, in which he spoke in the highest terme of
the conduct of the deputies, and espem]ly enlarged upon
the very great advantage which he had derived from the
counsels and, assistance of De Witt. On the return of
the pensionary to the Hague, he instantly drew up an
accurate narrative of all that had occurred; and, in a
speeth of considerable lepgth, explained 'every part of
hip conduct so fully to the States-Geneyal, that they pro«
ceeded to g solemn vate of thauks and reward, offering
De Wiitt a considerable gratuity for the services he had
performed during the, expedition. The thanks of the
States De Witt received as an honour and a distinction :
but the sum which they offered him he declined, alleging
that he was sufficiently repaid by having servedeie
country ; and adding that an act which might be used
as a bad precedent should never receive his sanction,
though performed in favour of himself.

The partisans of the house of Orange, however,
failed not to attempt to stir up the lower classes of the
RSB against the grand pensionary, though they had
been unsuccessful in their endeavours to injure him
with the States ; and they again circulated the tale of
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his having quarrelled with De Ruyter, and, by thwarting
him in every scheme, prevented him from gaining any
successes over the English. These reports, however,
were contradicted by the conduct of De Ruyter himself ;
for, coming to the Hagug while they were in full activity,
the Dutch admiral took up his abode at the house of
the grand pensionary, and De Witt was seen publicly
living on terms of the greatest intimacy with a man
whom his calumniators had represented ag one of hig
bitterest cnemies. The war with England, however,
proceeded without relaxation ; and it became necessary,
once more, to hasten the preparation of a fleet to support
the interests of Holland upon the ocean. De Witt wax
again appointed one of the deputies for the purposeof car..
rying this object into effect ; and by the spirit of order
which he so cminently possessed, as well as by that
active energy which was another of his distinguishing
characteristics, he surprjsed diis countrymen by the as-
tonishing rapidity with which he prepared the fleet, and
he merited and received once more the solemn thanks of
the States-General. Shortly after, De Ruyter and Van
Tromp put to sea, and sailed in search of the English
fleet.

Whether Pe Witt acconipanied them or not is in
some degree doubtful, though I am inclined to believe
that such was not the case, and that the supposition of
his having been present at the great battle which ensued
between those two admirals on thgpnrt of Holland, and
Monk and prince Rupert on the part of England, drigin-
ated in his having drawn up a minute account of the

“mgagement for the information of the States-General,
and in the fact of the English fleet having suffered se~
verely from the effect of chain-shot, which were undoubt-
edly of his invention, and were then employed for the firet
time. On the 1st of June, 1666, this battle comméhced,
and lasted for four days, with scarcely any intermission.
At the end of that time, however, the fleets“sep ’
and returned to their seweral ports, in order to refit.

.Neither could be said to be defeated ; but whatever ad-

VOL. IIL 8
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vantage was gained was undoubtedly on the part of the
Dutch. Their success, though of no great importance,
induced them even to attempt more than one descent
upon the English coest; and in the following July, the
adverse fleets again encountereq, but with a very differ-
ent result. One of the most decisive actions of the
whole war took place. Monk and prince Rupert com-
pletely defeated the Dutch fleet : twenty first-rate men
of war being captured or sunk, and three admirals, with
more than 4000 men, being killed upon the part of
Holland. De Ruyter was almost driven insane by
agony of mind. “ What a wretch am I!” he ex-
claimed towarus the end of the action, when he saw
that no possibility remained of retrieving the day:
¢ amongst so many thousand balls, is there not one to
put and end to my wretched life !”

Forced to fly, De Ruyter and Van Tromp mu-
tually threw the blamee upon each other ; and De
Witt was despatched at the {:ead of a body of com-
missioners to investigate the accusations and recrimi-
nations of sboth admirals, and make a report to the
States upon the subject. This report was unfavourable
to Van Tromp; and he was accordingly superseded,
and the supreme command left in the hands of De
Ruyter. The English now, to use the expression
of the argbassador D’Estrades, were proved to be vie-
toriaus, by remaining masters of the sea; and this
mastery they retainegl for several months, till the shrewd
policy of De Witt threw them off their guard, and
once more restored the honour of the Dutch marine,
Negotiations were opened between the United Promisress’
and their great rival ; and while De Witt took measures
to prevent the conferences from being carried on at the
Hague, where the ambassadors might tamper with the
parttsans of the house of Orange, and be tampered
with in turn, he held out such certain hopes of

“on®His advantageous to England, that Charles and his
ministers, with lamentable carelessness, suffered their
naval efforts to relax. Ere any treaty was signed, of
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any positive assurance given that tranquillity would be
even ultimately restored, De Ruyter and Cornelius de
Witt, the brother of the pensionary, entered the Thames,
took Sheerness, burned a number of ships of the line,
and spread such copsterpation throughout England, that
a greater number of vessels, and a larger quantity of
stores, were sunk and destroyed by the English them-
selves, to prevent them from falling into the hands of
the enemy, tiin even by the Dutch. Holland now
treated at Breda under more advantageous circum-
stances, and peace was at length concluded between
England and the United Provinces.

In the meantime, various circumstances affecting the
private life of De Witt had taken place in Holland, and
must not be passed over here. The young prince of
Orange, with that skilful appreciation of the means of
attaining his purposes which he afferwards displayed
so strongly as Williang I1®. of England, determined
upon placing himself under the guidance of the States
of Holland, and more especially under the tuition of
the grand pensionary himself. De Witt probably saw
the object of this proceeding ; but we are told by
Burnet that, judging from the first there was a great
probability that the prince would succeed in obtaining
the object of his ambition, the pensionary applied
himself both to manage the fortune of the, house of
Orange to the greatest advantage, and carefulky to
superintend the education of the prince himself, giving
him a clear insight into all the affairs of state nnd into
the peculiar circumstances and wants of Holland. This
wigwwillingly confessed afterwards By William, who,
with the cold judgment of a phlegmatic race, could
calmly and perseveringly work the downfall and the
death even of a man whose virtues he appreciated,

and whose genius and services he ac\mow\edgetl.‘ Al.

though this was an event of high political importance,

the natural tendency of which was to f rat™{fte

achemes of De Witt in favour of the liberties of his

.country, another occurrence, which took place about the
s 2
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same time, was more painful to the grand pensionary,
namely, the arrest and condemnation of De Buat, who
was tried, condemned, and beheaded, for betraying the
counsels of the state to the enemies of the republic.
The treason of that person, its woyld appear, was dis-
covered by De Witt himself, and the proofs against him
were clear and distinct. Nevertheless, the deputies of
the province of Zealand steadily and to the last opposed
his execution; and ti.. . -tion adverst to the grand
pensionary did not fail to attribute the severity which
he showed in the preser* instance to personal enmity.
That the outers e upon this foundgtion was fac-
to aither  an’ . ule doubt, especially as we have an
incwne: De Wit ®nng previously proceeded ex-
actiy ' Lhe sam .41 r towards a friend and favourite
of his own, accusel of a similar crime. To do so
agteed with all Do Witt’s maxims of policy, which
were usually of & st--n cabt ; apd it is hardly fair, when
aman fulfils ge-.~val principles previously announced,
to accuse him without distinct proof of acting upon any
personal metives.

Scarcely was the peace concluded at Breda, when
new dirficulties began to cloud the political horizon
of the United Provinces. From these dificulties,
under the skilful management of De Witt, arose the
greatest triumph that Holland ever attained ; and from
that“triumph again, in consequence of the perfidy of
Charles 11., the falge policy of Spain, the ambition of
the house of “range, and the fluctuating weakness
which is the great vulnerable point in republicen go-
vernments, proceeded all those disastrous events el
stretched the United Provinces at the feet of France.
The treaty of peace had not been signed at Breda
whep the claims of Louis XIV. to the Spanish Ne-
herlands were pubhcly promulgated by that monarch,
and bis srmies were in the field to support his asserted
rights. The danger of his pretensions to the neigh-
bouring states was at once ‘seen by all the parties con-
cerned ; and it was equally the interest of England and
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Holland, so lately enemies, to unite for the purpose of
preventing the growth of a power which was likely in
the end to overshadow them all. Charles 11., however,
had either been bribed or entrapped into giving a
solemn promise to the French king not to enter into
any treaty contrary to the interests of France, for one
year from February, 1667 ; and this promise being
kept secret, all the urgent persuasions of the Spaniards
and all the adeances of the Dutch, were met by the
ministers of that corrupt king with shuffling and evasive
diplomacy, which might well inspire the other nations
of Europe with equal distrust and contempt.

De Witt; on the part of Holland, did all that it was
possible for man to do to induce the English c¢--urt to eater
vigorously and strenuously into the only:mcasures which
could preserve the general peace of Eurcpe, and limit
the ambition of the French monarch. But the govern-
ment of Arlington still treated the Dutch ambassadors
with coldness, affected to distrust their sincerity, and
even kept up the hypocritical farce so far as to deceive
¢ wir own agent sir William Temple, and_puzzle and

.itharrass him in his negotiations at Brussdls. Temple
had conceived, it would seem, a very unjust epinion of
the character of De Witt, and had been led, by the
skill with which the grand pensionary had availed him-
self of the limited assistance of France duripg the late
war, to believe that the Dutch statesman had deyoted
himself to the interests of Louis, and that he was by no
means perfectly sincere in his propt.)sals for opflosing the
Freneh aggressions upon the Low Countries. De Witt,
1 -gver, though grateful to Louis for the assistance he
had rendered, and perceiving clearly that Holland could
not stand in a struggle with either France or England,
without the support of the other power, saw the cxtreme
danger of suffering the French king to take possession
of the Spanish Netherlands, and was prepared to join
in eny reesonable scheme for frustrating thet-aiisapt.
Of the straightforward nature of his views Temple
was soon after convinced himself, by the very first in..

53
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terview which he had with the grand pensionary at the
Hague. Though resident at the court of Brussels,
Temple obtained permission from his own government
to visit Holland, and his account of his conversation
with De Witt is curious and ingeresting. It is too long
to be inserted here, but I cannot omit the result as
summed up in his own words.

<« After above two hours’ discourse in private on these
subjects,” says the British ambassador, I left him, and
Jjudgehim cither to be a plain, steady man,or veryartificial
in seeming so ; wore properly homme de bon sens, than
homme d’esprit, pointing still to that which is solid in
business, and not to be imposed upon easily. These
1 take to be his talents ; so that whoever deals with him
must go the same plain way that he pretends to in his
negotiations, without refining or colouring, or offering
shadow for substance, which he complains of much in
the marquis, and perhaps with reason.

“ 1 am confident he is hearty in the point of defending
Flanders, which he calls in his discourse le bon parti;
and 1 hear from other hands that Holland, Zealand,
Friesland, and Utrecht, have resolved it, and endeavour
to bring the other provinces to the same opinion ; and
that De Ruyter has positive orders to convoy the Spanish
plate fleet, wherein their merchants are so deeply con-
cerned. Put these intentions, I suppose, they will
cover, as much as they can, till they see how far they
can engage his majesty in them, which will be the chief
business of their ambassage.”

Great efforts were now made by France to, keep
England and Holland at variance, to quiet the appwew
hensions of the Dutch, and to amuse the unprincipled
king of England and his mercenary cabinet with the
prospect of accepting his mediation alone, if he held
himstlf separate from the government of the United
Provinces. De Ruvigni, the French ambassador in
Londlor;, was directed to occupy the English court with
negotiations concerning a closer alliance of the two
countries; and IV'Estrades was ordered jeslously to



JOUN DE WITT. 268

watch De Witt, in order to frustrate hig efforts for an

alliance with England, while to the grand pensionary

himself he held out the inducement of a large share in®
the spoils of Spain, if he consented to support sincerely

the designs of France. ' The successes of the latter

country, however, *alarted more and more the other
nations of Europe; and towards the end of the year

1667, Temple, though often deceived by his imagi-

nation, perceivgd, and clearly laid down, the true policy
of England and Holland. “ 1f,” says he, in a letter to

Arlington,— if his majesty and Holland can think fit

to agree so far between this and the end of January, as

to declare abdolutely they will put an end to this war,

and assist that crown which accepts the peace they cffer,

there is no doubt they may either make a glorious war

against France, or an casy peace.”

Still all Temple’s suggestions were received with cold-
ness by the British ministryg; and it would appear that
De Witt at length begah to perceive there must be some
secret obstacle which impeded the proceedings of the Bri-
tish cabinet ; and while he negotiated with Spain for
the purpose of affording her, at all evenls, pecuniary
aid, he endeavoured to force the English court into a
declaration of its real intentions, by affecting “ to have
changed colour within a month past,” to use the words
of Temple, and to be veering towards. the interests of
France. This policy succeeded ; for we find 1mmed1-
ately after, that Arlington determmed on umtmg with
Holland, according to the proposal’of De Witt, and the
only dxfﬁculty was to ascertain what were now the real
intentions of the grand pensionary. Temple was im-
mediately ordered to proceed to the Hague, and learn
from e Witt himself whether the States would really
and effectively enter into a league offensive and defen-
sive with England, for the protection of the Spanish
Netherlands against all countries whatsoever. Temple
hastened to obey, and in December, 1667 »at.amenced
his conferences with De Witt, The grand pensionary,
on his part, opened his views to the English negotiator

4
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with the utmost candour; told him the steps which had
already been taken by Helland, and the steps which she
yet intended to take ; expressed his great willingness to
co-operate with anland but laid it down as a funda-
mental maxim of Dutch pohcy‘ never to enter into an
offensive league with any nation whatsoever. To a
defensive alliance he expressed himself well disposed,
and promised that the States would supply the king of
England with money, if he felt himselfubound to em-
ploy force for the protection of the Netherlands.
Temple immediately hastened back to England to com-
municate De Witt's reply ; and on the 1st of January
received his instructions to return, and tonclude the
defensive league which De Witt had proposed. De
Witt met him with the same candour which he had
before evinced : but the measure was too important to
be taken without some consideration ; and he pointed
out to Temple that France, had been an old and tried
friend to the United Provinces, while England was a
new friend, and had shown but little constancy in her
friendships. After a long and important conference,
which displdys in the most gratifying manner how
nobly two men of high principles and great talents may
conduct a most difficult negotiation, Temple, by the
advice of De Witt, proceeded to visit count Dhona, the
Swedish mlmster at the Hague, for the purpose of
endeavourig to gain that power as a party to the pro-
posed alliance. Dhona acceded almost at once; but
one great‘difficulty remained in the way of all their
proceedings. By the constitution of the United Pro-
vinces the States-General had not the power of sigyjing=
a general treaty without the expressed consent of eaclr
of the provincial states; and Temple, Dhona, and De
Witt were all equally certain that to wait for such
consens would completely overthrow their whole de-
signs. Temple, however, determined to attempt the
negotiation: -5f the treaty with the States-General alone ;
De Witt and Dhona promised their co-operation ; and
the British ambassador was received to a formal au.
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dience by their high mightinesses, and afterwards was
admitted to a conference with the secret committee.

The reply which he received to his proposal was, that
they could not obtain powers from the different states
to conclude the treaty under two months ; and that in
the meantime, a tommercial league between England
and Holland might be arranged. The conference here
broke off, for Temple had no powers to conelude such a
treaty as that proposed ; but the farther management of
the matter was delegated by the eight secret com-
missioners to De Witt and Isbrant, and on the Monday
discussions were renewed between them and Temple.
The great polnt of difficulty was, that the Dutch com-
missioners demanded, as a plausible excuse for vio-
lating the constitution and coneluding with Temple at
once, that certain provisional articles of the treaty of
Breda, highly advantageous to the commerce of Hol«
land, should be retnserted, gn the defensive treaty now
proposed, as perpetual ‘articles. To this Temple could
not consent, merely for want of powers. De Witt
proposed that, in the meantime, England and Holland
should proceed to mediate vigorously bet%veen France
and Spain regarding Flanders. But Temple would not
hear of such a proceeding, seeing that without the
defensive league England, having no tie upon Holland,
might call upon herself a single-handed war with
France. No means of overcoming these® difficulties
were apparent ; and yet it was evident that if time were
given to the French diplomatists, they would contrive.
meaps to delay or prevent the execution of the treaty on
the part of Holland : the loosely connected institutions
of which country always afforded the opportunity of
sowing dissensions amongst its various members.

This consideration induced Temple, as a last resource,
toappeal in some degree to a principle seldom recagnised
in diplomatic transactions, — the generous feeling of
his fellow-negotiators. He said, that if hes.ere better
known to the Dutch diplomatists, he would have made
them a proposal in order to extricate them from theix
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difficulties, which he could not venture upon, as they
were not aware how firmly he adhered to his word.
They requested him at all events to state what that
proposal would have been; on which he informed
them, that he had written to his own government for
permission to insert the stipulations” they demanded,
and that he doubted not such permission would be
obtained. His proposal then was, that if they would
proceed at once to draw up and concluda.the defensive
treaty, leaving the commercial points as they stood
at the time, he would immediately on receiving the
answer of his own court, insert, as a separate article,
all those stipulauons for which the Dutch were so
anxious, if the reply authorised him to do so; and for
this he pledged his word. De Witt and Isbrant, at so
unusual a proceeding, gazed for 2 moment the one in
the countenance of the other ; and then De Witt, ex-
tending his hand to Temple, declared that he would
trust him ; and that, if he made that promise as an
honest man, the treaty should go forward. Temple
reiterated his engagement : every exertion was made to
hurry forwar& the treaty; and in five days from the
time of its first proposal the Triple Alliance was signed
and sealed, by which measure Louis XIV. was com-
pelled to cease, for a time, his ambitious proceedings in
regard to Flanders.

Sir Wiuﬁm Temple’s description of the impression
made upon him by De Witt is too valuable to be
omitted in ‘the biography of the grand pensionary. 1
found him ag plain, as direct, and square, in the course
of this business as any man could be; though ofgen
stiff in points where he thought any advantage could
accrue to his country ; and have all the reason in the
world to be satisfied with him: and for his industry, no
man had ever more, I am sure ; for these five days, at
least, neither of us spent any idle hours neither day
nor nightsa

In the course of these proceedings a subject had
been broached, which I have not noticed, in order not
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to distract attention from the main object. It is me-
cessary, however, to mention it now in elucidation of
De Witt's views and policy. Charles IL, in sending
Temple to the Hague, had directed him to say, that he
had not forgotten the igterests of his nephew, the prince
of Orange ; but that he waved all consideration thereof
for the present, in pursuit of the greater purpose which
England and Holland had in view. To this De Witt
replied, ¢ thaé he never failed to see the prince once or
twice a week, and grew to have a particular affection
for him, and that the States designed the captain-
generalship of all the forces for him, as soun as, by his
age, he becale capable of it.” -
There is no reason to believe that De Witt was in-
sincere. The high qualities of William’s mind must
have already struck him: he had, it is proved, de-
voted much attention to his education, and such atten-
tion is almost sure to genergte affection. The captain-
generalship might well be granted to him without danger
to the freedom of the state; and in order to guard
that freedom, which was the great object of De Witt's
life, the grand pensionary had, previous to his con-
versation with sir William Temple, taken a measure
which he had every reason to believe would prevent the
captain-generalship ever becoming a stepping-stone to
the stadtholderate. In August, 1667, he had caused
an edict to be promulgated by the States-&ene;al, for
suppressing for ever the office of stadtholder ; and he
had laboured so to frame it that ifs permanefit character
might merit the title which was bestowed upon it, of
The Perpetual Edict. In the December following, this
solemn act was confirmed by the provincial states; so
that there can be no doubt that, at the time De Witt
publicly announced to ‘Femple the purpose of the States
to confer the captain-generalship upon the pmince of
Orange, he had every reason to believe that in consent-
ing to that measure the freedom of hiseevuntry was
secured. The abolition of the office of stadtholder cer-
tainly affected the house of Orange in a direct manner ;
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but it did not bear upon its face so invidious an aspect
as that article of the secret treaty with Cromwell, by
which the princes of Orange were by name excluded
from an office which was not then formally suppressed.
The young prince either did not feel himself personally
aggrieved, or had already obtained sufficient command
over himself to suppress all signs of resentment. He
was present at a grand entertainment given by De Witt
on the signature of the triple alliante, and opened the
ball which followed in the evening. De Witt, also —
then in the forty-third year of his age — did not think
it below the digniiy of his character, or his station, to
danee on the same ¢« casion ; and it was remarked by
the foreigners present, as a trait not without interest,
that the great statesman, the rigid republican, the grave
mathematician, danced with more grace and accuracy
than any one in the room. When the prince of Orange
retired, De Witt accompanied hipn to his carriage, re-
mained some time in conversation with him at the
door, and on their parting William is said to have ex-
pressed the sirongest feelings of regard and gratitude
towards a man whom he suffered, ere many months
were at an end, to be sacrificed to popular fury, without
making an effort to save or to protect him.

Immediately after the signature of the Triple Alliance
the Dutch ,and English proceeded to the mediation
which had been determined upon between France and
Spain. The famous Datch negotiator, Van Beuninghen,
was sent to Paris; and there, while other negoti-
ations went on at Aix-la-Chapelle, he treated in pevson
with the ministers of Louis, Temple remained Jfor
some time at the Hague ; and the whole of his commu-.
nications with De Witt afford a pleasing and instruce
tive picture of the Dutch statedman. If we may be-
lieve tMe portrait drawn by the pen of sir William
Temple, there appeared in De Witt all the frank sin-
cerity, all ¥#. plain candour, all the noble integrity
of Sully, without the passionate vehemence and haughty
arrogance of the French minister, and with far greater
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penetration and diplomatic skill. De Witt had now a
very difficult game to play, between the claims of the
feeble house of Austria and the military cupidity of the
French king. Spain, on the one hand, believing that
she could obtain much, more through the mediation of
Holland and England than Louis XIV. would have
granted under any circumstances, hesitated and pro-
tracted all the negotiations ; while France, on the other
hand, evinced a strong disposition to pursue her con-
quests, and obtain greater advantages ere she consented
to peace. In the meantime, Charles II. was cerrying
on a number of base negotiations with the court of
France, unknown to his ambassadors and allies ;, and
the whole affairs of the Continent became so complicated,
that, in spite of all the efforts of De Witt, France issued
out of the negotiation in the very position which was
most likely to be detrimental to Holland and advan-
tageous to herself. Louis retained his possession of a
great part of Flanders, giving up Franche Comté ; and
kept open the door into the Netherlands, of which he
had obtained the command, while he onlx resigned that
which he could at any time resume.

It was some time, however, before the English mo-
narch was so completely brought over to the party of
France as to justify Louis in making that vengeful at-
tack upon Holland, which had so nearly epded in her
utter destruction ; and in the meanwhile, we find that
De Witt was living on terms of the greatest intimacy
and kindness with the prince of*Orange, t8king pains
to ipstruct him in all affairs of state, and showing, ac-

ing to the account of sir William Temple, that de-
votion to the education of the future king of England,
which might be expected from one who foresaw, with
almost prophetic powers, that the youth against whose
ambition he had striven so aard to raise up am insur-
mountable barrier, would eventually rule the state of
which he was then but a citizen. 1t would be too long
to enter into all the negotiations which filled up the time
between the conclusion of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle
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and the irruption of the French King into Holland.
Temple remained ambassador at the Hague, and during
the whole of his intercourse with De Witt found that
great statesman honest, straightforward, and true.

In the mean time, the base king of England was pro-
ceeding in a manner the most opposite, — deceiving his
country,deceiving his allies, selling his honour, serving his
enemies, and employing the money dishonourably gained,
for dishonourable purposes. It was in vain, however,
that Charles, or his ministers, endeavoured to make
Temple the tool of their iniquitous schemes against the
Dutch. Fiuding that he was incapable of taking the
manpagement of their dishonest policy, the ministers of
Charles rccalled him from the Hague, and sent sir
George Downing, theenemy of De Witt, and the pro-
moter of the former war between England and Holland.
From this step, as well as from every other, it became
evident that the faithless king of England had joined
his interest to that of France, which country was now
in active preparation. De Witt negotiated, remon-
strated, offered satisfaction for any imaginaryinjuries, but
in vain; and at length the first stroke of the coming war
was struck by admiral Holmes attacking the Dutch
Levant fleet. He was driven off by the skill and cou-
rage of the Dutch admirals; and immediately afterwards
declarations of war against Holland were published by
both France and England.

De Witt now prepared to meet the coming storm:
for some time, even before the breaking out of the war,
he -had maintained a large naval force in active pre-
paration: but he had committed the only great oper-
sight with which his administration can be charged, —-
he had failed to perceive that in the coming war the des-
tiny of Holland would depend upon her strength by
land. He had prepared, once more, for maritime hostili--
ties: but when nearly 200,000 men were gathering
upon the Rt.ne by an inimical power, De Witt did
indeed something towards strengthening the garrisons
of fortresses, and collecting an army upon the menaced
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frontier ; yet he showed none of that energetic vigour,
and wise activity, which might have been expected from
his character. Whatever he had done, it is probable
that the troops of Holland, unaccustomed for many years
to warfare, lax in digcipline, and commanded by in-
experienced officers, would have effected little in oppo-
sition to Turenne, Condé, Luxemburg, Vauban, and all
the best generals in France, commanding troops lately
habituated t® warfare, daily improving in discipline,
paid with the promptitude of unquestioned power, and
supplied by a comissariat exceeding in regularity any
thing that Europe had previously produced. Certain
it is, however, that )e Witt had either neglected the
land forces of the state from inadvertence, or prepared
them inefliciently, from utter Wit of experience in
that branch of the scrvice. It is true an army nomi-
nally of 70,000 men was collected, but the numbers
were fictitious ; and thg forse which was really assembled
was young, disorderly, and ill-disciplined.

The commander appointed to direct the operations
of this force was William prince of Qrayge ; and how-
ever skilful he afterwards proved himself to be, however
calm, wise, and energetic, both as a statesm:n and a
soldier, his nomination in February, 1672, to the high
and important charge of captain-general and admiral of
Holland, at the early age of twenty-two, yas evidently.
conceded for the purpose of averting the was much
more than for the purpose of congucting it. | The events
by which his early appointment was brought about are
as follows. No sooner had the designs of France, and
thg co-operation of England therein, been made known
in the United Provinces, than loud and increasing
clamours were raised against De Witt and his partisans.
The pensionary was accused of excluding the prince of
Orange from all share of power, for the gratififation of
his own private ambition ; the virtues and high qualities
of the young prince were magnified to th@*Sky ; the po-
pulace murmured and threatened ; the States-General
themselves were moved ; and at length, as we have said,
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the provincial states of Holland in the first instance,
and in a few days after the States- General, elected Wil-
liam prince of Orange to the captain-generalship. De
Witt himself was obliged to yield, though he pointed
out strongly to the States both the youth of the prince,
and the impolicy of naming him to that station in a
time of danger which had been refused to him in mo-
ments of tranquillity. He, however, tendered to him,
on his taking his scat in the States, the oath of ad-
hesion to the Perpetual Edict, by which the office of
stadtholder was abolished for ever ; and William, with
true political facility. accepted the pledge, which he pro-
posed to violate as soon as an occasion presented itself.

No sooner was war openly declared than William
hastened to take the command of the army, though his
judgment was controlled by deputies from the States;
and at the same time Cornclius de Witt, as sole deputy
from the States-General, proceeded, with great pomp,
and somewhat unnecessary dispiay, to the flect, which
almost immediately set sail, under the command of De
Ruyter, and gncountered the English and French navies,
under the duke of York and the maréchal Destrées, in
Southwold Bay. The date of. the battle which ensued
has been placed by various historians at various points,
between the fith of May and the 27th of June ; but cer-
tain it is that the result of the battle left no party any
very just cause for claiming the victory. On the one
side, the earl of Sandwich and La Rabiniére were
killed, and on the other admiral Van Ghent. Cornelius
de Witt again displayed his courage and his skill ppon
the ocean, and then returned sick to Dort, wherg he
found the faction opposed to himself and his brother
excited to a degree of frenzy, and thirsting for their
blood. Confined to his house by illness, he was unable
to také any messures for stemming the torrent.

The forces of France were, in the meantime,
meking terFidc progress in the south and east; town
after town surrendered without the slightcst resist-
ance ; the army of Holland dared not.-show itself in
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face of that of France; and on the 11th of June,
the grand pensionary, who was seldom accompan:ed
by more than one servant, was attacked in the streets
of the Hague by four persons, one of whom, a fanatic
advocate, named Yandgrgraef, wounded him so se-
verely that he was obliged to be carried home, and
remained for several wecks incapable of business. Van-
dergraef was taken and executed ; but another person,
known to be o of the assassins, named Bornelagh, was
suffered to retain the office of postmaster at the Hague,
and even received marks of favour from the government
which succeeded that of De Witt.  Still the successes
of the French went on; Utrecht delivered her kess;
Amsterdam itself was threatened ; the popularity of the
prince of Orange increased every day, and that of the
brothers De Witt decreased. At length, while both
were ill in bed,, the one from his exertions om board the
flect, the other from thg blows of an assassin, a popu-
lar tumult took place in Dort, the people broke into the
towun house, forced the magistrates to proclaim the
prince of Orange stadtholder, and corupelled Cornelius
de Witt himsclf to sign the act by which that dignity
was conferred. The states of the province of Z.caland
iramediately followed, and on the 2d of July nominated
the prince to the stadtholderate ; and on the following
day the states of Holland repealed the Perpegual Edict,
and solemnly raised the prince to the station for which
he had so long punted. Williarg, without affecting
any scruples which he did not feel, with Tegard to
breakjng an oath which he had taken against his will,
accegfed the dignity at once, and prepared, with the
stern determination of his character, to use it for the
services of his country, as well as for the purposes of
his own ambition.

Raised to the station he had so long desi®d, it
would appear that the young stadtholder might have
forgiven the opposition of the De Wittsg*and loving
their patriotism, as well as admiring their talents,
might have employed them in the highest offices be-

VOL. 11l



274 FOREIGN STATESMEN,

neath himself, for the benefit of the country he now
ruled. Such was not the case, however : their lives
were & reproach to him; and the services of the grand
pensionary, by demanding the tribute of gratitude from
an unwilling spirit, was natyrally repaid by hate.
The clamours of the Orange faction became more vehe-
ment and intense after their object was attained. De
Witt was accused of having plundered the state of
80,000 guilders a year during his admixistration, and
of having employed the secret service money for his
own purposes. He applied immediately to the prince
of Orange to discountenance such accusations, and to
doehimn justice. 'T'he stadtholder replied, with his
usual phlegmatic colduess, that as to the libels, the
pensionary must learn to bear them as he had done;
and as to doing him justice, that was out of his power,
as he knew nothing of the matter. De Witt then de-
clared that he would doejustice to himself ; and he
showed, by the acknowledgment of the States-Gereral
themselves, that though the secret service money was
by custom placed at the disposal of the grand pen-
sionary, he, foreseeing that such a charge might be
brought against him, had refused to meddle with it in
any shape ; and that he had never received any thing
but the salary of his oftice, amounting, at first, to
about 30QL per annum, and afterwards to about 700/,
per annum ; except a public gratuity voted him by
the nobles of his owp province, for services that he had
rformed as their advocate.

On the 4th of August following, he demanded, leave
to retire from office: the permission to do which was
granted ; but was accompanied by a solemn vote of
thanks for his services during nineteen years. He
then drew up a full and clear account of the state of
the fihances, which he laid before the grand council, in
order to put upon record the clearest proofs of his
having act®d honestly throughout the whole of his ad-
ministration. Private griefs claimed the whole of his
attention till the end of his career ; and the fate of his



JOHN DE WITT. 275

brother, who was the first object of attack, involved his
own. While the Ruard Van Putten, as his brother
was called, was still ill, a barber named Tichlaer
applied frequently to see him, and was at length or-
dered to be admitted ; but the wife of Cornelius de
‘Witt, suspecting the man of some intention of mur-
dering her husband, ordered the door to be kept open,
and some of the servants to watch. The man perceiv-
ing that he was® suspected, would not declare his busi-
ness, and being coldly treated by the sick officer, ex~
claimed, “ Since you will not hear ne, I will be gone.”
He immediate]y proceeded to the camp of the prince of
Orange, and accused Cornelius de Witt of a design to
poison the prince.

The Ruard was immediately arrested, and on hu
trial it was shown that the accuser, was under sentence
for perjury, rape, and various other crimes; that he
had never scen De Wittebut ®nce, and then not with. -
out witnesses. But notwithstanding all this, the court
ordered the faithful servant of the republic to be put
to the torture, in order to bring him to agonfession.
But the agonics of the rack could produce nothing
from the stern republican, who, in the midst of his
pangs, repeated the commencement of the third ode
of the third book of Horace, beginning— ¢ Justum
et tenacem;” and his judges were forced do bring
in a sentence which, while it acquitted him of crhne,
assigned to him the punishment of a criminal. ,He was
doomed to perpetual banishment ; and his father, who
was still living, instantly proceeded, with his brother,
lately wgrand pensionary, to the prison of the Hague,
where he had been confined, in order to remove him in
his carriage.

The accounts of what followed, like those of all
public commotionn, are confused "and contmhctory.
All that is known with certainty is, that a report was
instantly spread amongst the lower orders tha®” Cornelius
de Witt had been condemned, but was about to be
rescued by his brother; that an immense multitude

T2
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assembled about the prison ; and that the burgher guard
were called out, but did nothing to stop the tumult or
save the victims, except by making the carriage drive
away in which the father was waiting for his two sons,
whom he was never destinedeto behold again.  After
remaining a considerable length of time in the prison
with his brother, the grand pensionary perceived that
the tumult was increasing instecad of diminishing; and,
either voluntarily, as some accounts repdrt, or forced by
the mob breaking in, as other statements affirm, he
descended from the reom in which they had been sitting,
leading Cornelius »v the hand. At the foot of the
sfairs he was wounded by a pike on the forehead ; and
secing that it was the determination of the people, whose
rights and libertiee he had so firmly defended, to reward
his services by death, he threw his cloak over his head,
and recommending his soul to God, fell under a hun-
dred blows. His brother €iied py his side ; and carrying
their bodies to the common gallows, the assassins hung
them together, the pensionary a foot higher than his
brother. XNor did their barbarity stop here. ‘The corpse
of each was mangled in a fearful manner: pieces of
their flesh were cut off, and are said to have bern eaten
by the people ; and their hearts were torn from their
bodies, and were exposed publicly for several days by
one of their unpunished mw derers.

Bhus died John de Witt, in the 47th year of his
age, by, a fate whigh he scems more than once to have
anticipated. His character is before the world in his
life, for it was one of continual public servicer; and
his praise was best spoken by his enemies. “¢I am
heartily sorry,” said Charles 1I., “ for the fate of
John de Witt.”—“ We have lost,” said the prince
of Orange,  in the grand pensionary, a great minister,
and‘a great man. His genius was equal to his employ-
ments, and the virtues of his private life added lustre
to his tal®ts for public business.” Need we say sny
more P

In regard to the character of John de Witt this is
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surely enough ; for the praise of two men who ruined
his fortunes, and contributed to his death, can hardly
be suspected of exaggeration. The picture, however,
given of him by bishop Burnet, referring as much to
his habits as to hig character, may likewise be cited.
“ He was a frank, sincere man,” says the bishop ;
“ without fraud, or any other artifice but silence ; to
which he had so accustomed the world, that it was not
easy to know whether he was silent on design or custom.
He had a great clearness of apprehension ; and when
anything was proposed to him, how new soever, he
heard all patiently, and then asked such questions as
occurred to him ; and by the time he had done all this,
he was as much master of the proposition as the person
was that had made it.” His mathematical studies had
given him a great fondness for reducing every thing to
a precise rule ; and yet in his political maxims, he was
extremely fond of shadqwings forth his meaning in al-
legories. I shall conclude by adding some of his apo-
thegms, and some of his fables ; though it is difficult
to select them, as in the whole worL from which they
arc taken he mnever for a moment atxaymf from that
pointed reference to Holland which gave to every pas-
sage an individual, rather than a general, application.

“ A defensive war is a consumptive war.”

¢ No rulers can subsist unless they put on the skin of
a lion, as well as that of a fox.”

« 'l‘he truth is, great monarchs gre justly compared
to the lion, who is king of beasts, and never contented
with the produce of their own country, but living upon
the fksh of their enemies ; I wish I could not say sub-
Jects.”

“ Republics, governing with more gentleness, wisdom,
and moderation, have naturally a more powerful and
numberless train of inhabitants adhermg to them®than
monarchs, and therefore stand not in need of such
maxims, especially those that subsist byetrade, who
ought in this matter to follow the commendable example
of a cat; for she never converses with strange beasts,

T8
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but either keeps at home, or sccompanies those of her
own species, meddling with none but in order to defend
her own; very vigilant to provide for food, snd pre-
serve her young ones ; she neither barks nor snarls at
those that provoke or abuse her; so shy and fearful
that, being pursued, she immediately takes her flight
into some hole or place of natural strength, where she
remains quiet till the noise be over. But if it hap-
pens that she can by no means avoidethe combat, she
is more fierce than a lion, defends herself with tooth
and nail, and better than any other beast, making use of
all her well husbanded strength, without the least neglect
o fainting in her extremity. So that' by these arts,
that species enjoy more quiet every where, live longer,
are more acceptable, and in greater number than lions,
tigers, wolves, foxes, bears, or any other beasts of prey,
which often perish by their own strength, and are taken
where they lie in wait for¢others.”

* A cat, indeed, is outwardly like a lion ; yet she is,
and will remain, but a cat still; and so we, who are
naturally merchants, cannot be changed into soldiers.”

« All sthtes and sovereigns ought not to enter into
alliances with those who are stronger, but rather with
such as are inferfor to themselves in power ; by which
means they may always covenant that the weaker shall
first makg good his engagement.”

. When an inferior power treats with one superior
to him, he injures himself if he do not contract that
the stroniger shall fifst perform that which he promises.”

¢ The lion, king of beasts, having heard many com-
plaints of his subjects, concerning the cruel pe: tion
and murders committed by the huntsman, and fearing
that if he should any longer bear such unrighteous deal-
ings, he should lose his royal honour and respect among
his sabjects, went in person to fight the huntsman, who,
first by his ehooting, afterwards by his lance, and lastly
with his sword, so wounded the approaching lion that
he was necessitated to fly ; and having lost much of his
strength by his wounds, and more of his honour and
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esteem by his flight, said, with a lamentable voice, ¢ To
my sorrow, 1 find the truth of this proverb, The strength
of Sampson is not sufficient for one that is resolved to
revenge evil with evil ; but he that can wait and be
patient, shall find his, enemy defeated to his hand.
What need had I to straighten this crooked piece of
wood ? It had been better for me to have left those
injuries to time ; and perhaps some tiger, wolf, or bear,
heaving with Mke imprudence sought out the huntsman,
might have been strong and fortunate enough to have
killed him in the fight.””

¢ A certain strong wise man, meeting a strong fool,
who had undertaken to force a stiver from every mar, he
met, gave him a stiver without a blow or a word.
Whereupon some of his acquaintance, young people,
blamed him for it, using these words, ¢ God huth given
you at least as much strength, and more wisdom than
this lewd fellow, whergby wou would undoubtedly have
had the victory, and delivered the world from this rascal :
whereas, contrarily, you will be despised if you do this.’
But the wise man answered, ¢ They that buy their peace
do best. And besides, 1 know it is ill ifhting with a
strong fool ; but you know not the value of yoar own
peace, welfare, and life, and much less the manner of
the world. For though I were not an old merchant,
but a prudent soldier, yet I shall tell you that he who
will not bestow a stiver to keep peace, must hgve his
sword always drawn ; and he that.will be always fight-
ing, though with the benefit of ten advanta}es against
one ganger, must certainly lay out more than ten stivers
to byy arms. And as where there is hewing of wood
there will be splinters flying on every side ; so, after a
man has suffered the smart, he must give a good reward
to the chirurgeon and physician, even when the best
happens: the bucket will come home broken at last;
and the best fighters at last find their masters, for the
stoutest Hercules is sometimes soonest basten. Next,’
said he, ¢ time will inform you that I am not to straighten
all the crooked wood I shall meet in this world ; for I

T4
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assure you that it will happen’ to this strong fool as
it did formerly with the foolish frog, who, finding a~
wise crab swimming in the water, threatened to kill
him if he found him any more there. The good-
natured crab thinking, as those, who willingly shun a
mad ox which they might kill with a gun, that he
would also shun this ercature, gave the frog good words,
swimming immediately backward, according to his cus-
tom, and giving place to him. But beeause stupidity
causes boldness and self-conceit, the frog - concluded
that he was stronger than the crab, and so fell upon
him. The crab detended himself stoutly, and at last
pinghed the frog immediately dead.  And seeing- the
wald is full of fools, I tell you that this coxcomb,
growing confident by a few good successes, will soon
find another fool who will knock him o’ the head, and
rids the world of him. Tt is certainly much better that
a fool, and not a wise man. should put his life in the
balance with this fool.” Which prediction was soon
after verified by experience ; for, awhile after, this fool
setting upon_other people, found at last as foolish,
cross, and stfong a fellow as himself, that would rather
fight than give him a stiver, who knocked him down
and killed him. Upon which the wise man caused
some sayings to be engraven over him; among which
were thcse— The nwumber of fools is infinite; and To
cure a /‘uol reqmres one and a half, for without blows
it cannot be done.”

¢ A cerfain fox, cBnceiting himself not able to sub-
sist if the wolves and bears lived in mutual amity,
stirred up the one against the other ; and afterwgrds,
fearing lest the wolf, which favoured him less, should
get the better, and then, finding himself without enemy,
should destroy him, resolved to strengthen the bear pri-
vately with food which he had spared for himself, and to
see the fight between them, under pretence of being
mediator, buk,really to feed upon the blood of the con-
quered ; which, when he tasted, he was so transported
with the relish, that, rather than forbear the blood,
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he let the bear have so' much of his other natural food
‘that he was grown weak. But the two combating
beasts, observing this ill design of the pretended medi-
ator, and his weakness together, destroyed this blood-
thirsty fox ; the  one epremeditately, the other by the
fortune of the war: besides, he fell unpitied. For
suppose the wolf and bear had grown so weak by the
fox’s artifices that they could not have huit him, yet
there were lifns, tigers, and other beasts of prey, which
could as certainly and as easily have devoured him, be-
cause he had lost his strength, and could no longer in any
extremity ryn to his hole, and thereby save and defend
himself. .

“ Thus God and nature punisheth those that abuse
their strength, and takes the ciafty in their own subtilty.
As false self-love is thé root of all mischief, so pru-
dence and well-grounded self-love are the only cause of
all good and virtuous, actiens. Pursuant to which, as
we say. Do well, and look not buckward, is the greatest
polity Hollnnd can use. And the richest blessing God
can pour down upon a nation is to unité the interests
thereof to peace, and the welfare of mankind ; accord-
ing to the good rule, He that loves himself arwyht is a
Jriend to all the world.”
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FRANCOIS MICHEL LE TELLIER, MARQUIS
DE LOUVQIS.

Born 1641, pieo 1691.

Louvois, the famous minister-at-war of *Louis XIV.,
was born at Paris on the 18th of January, 1641. He
was the son of the well known Le Tellier, an attached
dependant of Mazarin, During the whole of the
troyblcus time of the Fronde, the cardinal was served
with zeal and skill by the father of Louvois; and when
he again reached the summit of power, he rewarded the
affection which had displayed itself in adversity by
high favour and distinction. The father of Louvois was
supposed by some to have be:n sgcretly a jesuit ; but in
all probability this belief was solely founded upon his
possessing the submissive and insinuating cunning which
marked the followers of Ignatius Loyola. No one,
however, was better calculated to educate a youth in
the habits of courtly intrigue ; no one had more suc-
cessfully pursued the paths of flattery and servility
during times even of difficulty and danger ; and no one
could bette point out where to bow with humble
deferenge, and where to resist with cold determination,
At a very early period Le Tellier began to initiate his
son into thé affairs of state, and laboured to render him
equally a good minister and a successful courtier:, he
taught him habits of business and knowledge of defail,
and showed him that no deference was too great, no
species of submission too extraordinary, towards the
absolute monarch on whom his fortunes depended.

As s0on as his age permitted, Louvois was introduced
by his father at the court of Louis XI1V., and well in-
structed in the. part he was to play. The young as-
pirant to official distinction took every means to ingratiate
himself with the young monarch, who, born nearly at
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the eame period as himself, educated in the same
times, and passing through the same troubles, had many
more feelings in common with the son of his minister
than is usually found between monarch and subject. It
thus was not difficult for Le Tellier to obtain the nomin-
ation of his son to the survivorship of his own post of
secretary-at-war ; and having remained for five years
after the death of Mazarin working in the office of his
father, Lou%ois was appointed secretary of state in
1666, at which time Le Tellier was raised to the dignity
of chancellor.

By this_time Louis XIV. had become habituated
to the task of government: under the wise admjnis-
tration of Colbert the finances of the state had recovered
from the dilapidated condition in which Fouquet and
Mazarin had left them ; and the royal treasury, which
had long been void, now overflowed with wealth, the
fruit of wisdom, regulasity, activity, and economy.
The reputation which Colbert had established had
long been an object of envy to Le Tellier, and was not
less 80 to his son; and the first design of the new
secretary of state was to rival Colbert, 1¥ he could not
supplant him, in the affections of his master ; to em-
ploy the resources which his wisdom and frugality had
provided, in those efforts which might give to him, Lou-
vois, an ascendency in the councils of the king, and to
thwart the great minister in all those points wjere his «
views were at all opposed to the wishes and interests of
the house of Le Tellier. That Louvois would have pro-
cegded as he did in almost all instances ; that he would
hsge stimulated Louis to war, when peace was the
better policy of France ; that he would have persecuted
the protestants, when they ought to have been protected
and upheld ; and that he would have done all those
acts in which he wis most opposed to Colbert,swhether
Colbert had ever lived or not, —is very probable : but,
nevertheless, there was a virulence and &n acrimony in
the manner of doing them, which showed that jealousy
and hatred had their share in the motives, and teach us
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to see personal rivalry as well as individual ambition
amongst the springs of action which carried forward all
the operations of Louvois.

Whether the brief war, which took place between
France and England in the year 1666, is to be at-
tributed to his couns? or not can hardly be toll ; but
there is little doubt that before he received the absolute
appointment of secretary-at-war he long exercised all
the functions of that important office, ahd, with his
usual haughty and overbearing ambition, resisted the
authority even of bis own father, in the very office of
which that father was the head. Nevertheless, the
war ghus comuenced being almost entirely carried on
by the marine, which was more immediately under
the direction of Colbert, did not produce that degree
of gratification which the cager mind of the young and
fierce Louvois must have desired. He was at this time
in his twenty-fifth year; and, Jburning to signalise
himself in a more extensive sphere, he willingly «uf-
fered a peace to be negotiated with England, pointing
out to Louis that a more glorious field and a nore
worthy ohject were open to his views in the claim
which he had upon the Spanish Netherlands.

No doubt can exist, although the assertion of these
claims might have suggested itself to the mind of
Louis as a, vague and indistinct aspiration, that to
Louvoiy was owing the first project reduced to a
tangible shafpe for purguing the alleged rights of Lobis
by force of arms, at a period when Spain was un-
prepared to resist the force which France counld bying
into the field. Whatever might be the real feelingg of
his heart, Louis affected to experience considerable
scruples in regard to attacking the Spanish monarchy
after the treaty of the Pyrenees, and to seizing upon
territories in right of his wife of which she had made
a forinal renunciation. His first hesitation was easily
overcome : thees wanted not in France doctors of law
and learned theologians, ready at the call of the minister
and the monarch, to prove that the projects of the one
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and the wishes of the other were perfectly reconcileable
with every principle of justice and religion. Louvois
found without difficulty a number of persons to relieve
the conscience of the king of all responsibility regarding
his own oath or the regunciation of the queen.

But Louvois found a more foumidable obstacle to his
purposes in the political sagacity of Colbert, and the
straightforward but keen and powerful sense of Tu-
rennc.  Both®these great men were consulted by Louis
on the subject of the intended proceedings against the
Netherlands ; and both unanimously exerted their ut-
most powers to dissuade the king from following the
ceunsel of “Louvois. Colbert laid before the monarch
the state of the country at the time: he showed him
what six years of peace had produced ; and he besought
him carnestly to avoid every temptation to warfare, in
order to let Franee procecd in the prosperous course
whercin she had alreagly advanced so far ; and he pro-
mised the nonarch, if he would but fly the false and
fatal seductions of military ambition, to render him the
richest and most powerful king that eveg reigned over
a happy and abundant lsnd. ‘Turenne, on the other
hgnd, urged upon the attention of the monarch that
France was already an object of jealousy to many of
the neighbouring states, and that any ambitious attack
which would bring his dominions immediagely in con-
tact with Germany on the one side and Holland on
the other would instantly awaken, the apprchensions of
those countries, and that a league might be formed
agajnst France which would add to the forces of the
proyince he was about to assail those of several other
states then friendly to France. He showed to Louis
that by extending his frontier he only multiplied his
enemies ; and he declared that, however just might
be his sovereign’s claim, he would be the last ® advise
him to pursue it when he felt sure that it was likely
to be ruinous to the best interests ofe France, both
external and internal.

That Colbert should desire peace Louis could very
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well understand ; for the honour of that minister, the
success of his favourite plans, and the preservation
of that system which he had established, depended
greatly upon the maintenance of external and internal
tranquillity : but that Turenne, whose harvest was
in the battle-field, whose first aspirations had been
those of a soldier, and all whose habits and interests led
him to advocate war, should in the present instance
raise his voice so strongly in favour of peace, was
sufficient to make Louis hesitate. He remained for
some time in suspense, it would seem ; and we are told
that it was a skilful manceuvre of Louvois, acting upon
some of the monarch’s weaknesses, through the very
means which Turenne had placed in his hands, that
decided the question between peace and war, and
hurried on Louis into that fatal course which he never
ceased to pursue through the rest of his life, and which
brought down ruin and destructjon upon his country,
and long ages of misery and suffering on his people.
When Turenne had been required to give in memo-
rials upon the better regulation of the French service,
he had amongst other things suggested that in time of
peace regular encampments should be formed, for the
purpose of keeping up the military spirit and habits of
the soldiery. This had accordingly been done upon a
very extensipe scale, and with the most beneficial effect ;
and to ene of these peaceful camps Louvois led the mo-
narch for the purpose, as he said, of showing the happy
results of Turenne’s system, but in reality with a view
of thwarting Turenne’s best views. The pomp, the,pa-
geantry, and the military display, caught the splendgur-
loving eyes of Louis: the counsels of Colbert, the
warnings of Turenne, were equally forgotten ; and war
was determined on when peace was absolutely necessary
to the phrosperity of France. The orders of the monarch
were given; and his determination having once been
taken and pulklicly announced, Colbert and Turenne
united to do every thing-in their power in order to
secure an advantageous result to those schemes which
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they had opposed while opposition was likely to be
available.

It was now that the splendid talents of Louvois for
the first time fully displayed themselves; and the great
genius which he showed for the administration of an
army, as well as the extraotdmary powers which he
brought to bear upon the supply of every sort of re-
quisite for an extensive campaign, carried on by se-
veral large bedies of men, in some degree justified the
eagerness which he evinced to employ in the service of
the king those great abilities with which nature had
endowed him. On every point of the frontier vast
magazines ‘Were established, and supplied with the
means of extending themselves, by branches, into the
country about to be invaded. Wherever the king led
his forces provisions of every kind were found ready :
the marches of the troops and their quarters were all
prepared and regulated in @ way which, until the time
of Louvois, had neve? been practised ; and the great
facilities which were thus afforded to the military pro-
ceedings of Louis and his generals insured rapid success
to a campaign conducted under the eye®of Turenne.
The most successful, the most advantageous, and the
most easy military expedition which the history of
modern warfare could then display, was that which
Louis XIV. carried on against Flanders in the year
1667. Colbert supplied the means in gbundance ;
Louvois distributed them with skill and judgment ;
Louis animated his soldiers by hls presence, and Tu~
renne directed their efforts with consummate military
ability. As we have shown before, in the life of Col-
berf} an extraordinary number of fortified cities, and a
la.rge tract of valuable country, were conquered in less
than three months ; and Louis returned to Paris after a
campaign glorious and advantageous, but whish had
done one vast evil to France,—that of confirming her
monarch in a taste for military glory.

Had Louvois restrained himself to the sphere of his
official functions, had he been contented to show himself



288 FOREIGN STATESMEN.

a great minister, and to surpass the expectations which
any one had conceived of his genius, that genius weuld
have appeared in much brighter colours. '‘But in the
campaign of Flanders, as throughout the whole of his
life, he showed a presuming and dictatorial spirit, which,
though long concealed carefully from the eyes of the
king, was irritating to all the inferior officers of the army,
and insupportable to those of a higher grade. Even
Turenne himself, the greatest master of his@rt in Europe,
could not escape from the intrusive impertinence of
Louvois ; who sought to direct the proceedings of the
general under the very eves of the king. Turenne,
moderate by nature, bore fur some time the insolence
of the upstart minister with patience and contempt ;
but at length even the temper of Turenne gave way,
and he openly treated Louvois with that scorn and
reprehension which his presumption merited. The
pride of the son of Le Telljer was of the most irritable
and vengeful nature ; and, not d#ing to assail Turenne
openly in the mind of his master, he determined to
raise up against him a rival, who might share, if not
eclipse, his nflitary glory. That rival was Condé, who
since his restoration to his native country, by the treaty
of the Pyrences, had lived in profound retircment,
avoiding all these intrigues from which he had suffered
so bitterly durmg the carlier years of his life. With
him Louvms opm(-d a communication immediately after
the campaign in Flanders ; and we are led to believe
that he g#ve Condé® to understand that any brilliant
scheme suggested by himself, for some new military
attempt, would be followed by his being intrusted Vut.h
the execution thereof.

Though Condé had disdained to make use of enher
solicitations or intrigunes, for the purpose of obtaining
that command in the king’s armies to which his rank,
his genius, and his renown gave him a right to aspire,
but from whigh he had been justly excluded by the
consequences of his own rebellion, he had not the
less beheld with pain the fresh glory acquired by
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Turenne, of whom, indeed, he was not jealous, though
he might be envious of the advantages he possessed.
He eagerly, therefore, seized the hint of Louvois; and
his fertile mind was not long in discovering an en-
terprise as brilliant as ghe expedition to Flanders, likely
to be less costly and to be fully as easy. We have
already noticed the conquest of Franche Comté, which
district was constantly under the eyes of Condé as go-
vernor of Burgundy, who knew all its resources and
its weaknesses, and could point out at once the means by
which he proposed to annex it to that territory of which
it seemed geographically to form a necessary part.

This enferprise was suggested by him to Loyyois,
in the early part of the year 1667, and eagerly fixed
upon by the minister as the means of restoring Cond¢ to
the service of his master, of mortifying Turenne, and
of distinguishing himself. 1n the first instance, while
troops were collectmg in Burgundy for the invasion of
Franche Comté, the war of corruption was carried on by
Louvois amongst its magistrates and its rulers : a num-
ber were found ready to sell themselves at a low price,
and a sufficient body were bought to diville the country
into factions, and render it an easy prey. In the midst
of winter Condé set out at the head of an army of
20,000 men, and pouring straight into the heart of
Franche Comt, laid siege to Besangon, whjch fell with
scarcely the resistance of a day. Salins was alsq, taken ; *
and Louvou, who had hurried forward m person to
sustain the prince by every means in his Jower, pro-
ceeded in haste to Dijon, where Louis XIV. had just
amxul The minister now, in accordance with a plan
concerted with Condé, informed the monarch of the
fall of those two cities, beseeching him to advance in
person and lay siege to Dole. That town surrendered
after a few days’ siege; and in less than three weeks .
from the commencement of the invasion the whole of
the county had been subdued.

Negotiations, forced upon Louis by the triple alliance,
succeeded, and a peace was concluded under the media-

voL. 111 v
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tion of several foreign powers ; amongst which Holland
distinguished itself less by skilful diplomacy than by
the haughty and overbearing tone which its ambassador
thought fit to employ towards the French monarch.
Franche Comté was surrendered, as a peace offering:
but the designs of Louis, under the skilful prompting of
Louvois, were extending themselves every day ; and his
determination of attacking Holland soon began to make
itself manifest to all the surrounding natioms. Louvois
found means, however, to quiet their apprehensions with
regard to themselves, and to lull them into a state of
apathy respecting flellind ; and as soon as he perceived
that ncthing was to be apprehended from Spain or the
empire, he commenced his military preparations, pursu-
ing the same system which he had done in regard to
Flanders. He was most anxious to push his magazines
as far forward as possible before war was actually de-
clared ; and for that purposg he entered into a treaty
both with the bishop of Munstér and the elector of
Cologne.  The latter, with some difficulty and at a
great expense of money, was induced to grant two
towns upon tlie very frontiers of Holland as French
depéts ; and here, with his usual prudence and fore-
sight, Louvois established those magazines which en-
abled Louis XIV. to march forward to the conquest of
Holland as if advancing on a party of pleasure.

The 'operitions in that country have been alrcady de-
tailed as far as is necessary ; and it ouly remains for me
to mark the*share which Louvois tuok therein.  Condd
and Turenne vied with each other, under the eyes of
the king ; and Louvois, all activity and diligence,'was
constantly with one or other of the armies, assuring fim-
self with his own eyes that nothing was wanting to the
supply of each ; and that no deficiency which could be
attributed to him existed to impede the progress of his
sovereign's arms. The extraordinary and enterprising
diligence which _he displayed gave occasion to a report,
for which there seems to have been no foundation, that
Louvois himself preceded in disguise the army of the
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king, and hought from the Dutch the very stores and
ammunition which supplied the force that was advancing
to conquer the country. That Louvois undertook such
an unnecessary risk is not only incredible, but is sus-
tained by nothing buterumour. But though we may
well believe that he himself did not venture into Ilol-
land in disguise, which would have subjected him to be
hung, wherever he was caught; yet there can be no
earthly doubt® that he did buy, by means of his secret
agents, a very great part of the stores and ammuni-
tion which were absolutely necessary to the defence of
Holland, but which were employed by the armies of
Louis X1V, against that country. .

One of the greatest qualities of a king, one the most
useful to his people and the most serviceable to his own
reputation, is the discrimination of talents in other
men, and the just appreciation of their services. Such
also was one of the grineapal features in the mind of
Louis X1V.; and the spirit of enterprise, regularity, and
order which distinguished Louvois, raised him every
day higher and higher in the esteem of his master.
Nor was this the only Juality which ®attracted the
king's attention during the campaigns in Flanders and
in Holland. An eager desire of giving information in
every branch of those sciences which were connected
with his official station displayed itself in gll his pro-
ceedings ; and he induced the famous Vauban tq reduce
his system of attack and defence o a regular form, and
commit it to writing, for his instruction.” The same
desige showed itself on many other occasions, leading
himg frequently into situations of great peril, for the
sole purpose of acquiring knowledge.  When any
fortress was attacked, he was seen in every part of
the trenches eagerly questioning the engineers: he
watched from the most exposed situations all the pro-
ceedings of the army, and he descended into the most
advanced part of the mines when prepamsd for the work
of destruction.

All this was marked and approved by the king;

u2
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but the influence he thus obtained, as well as the in-
formation he thus acquired, his arrogant vanity led
him to misuse, in endeavouring to control those per-
sons who had made the sciences, of which he gained
a superficial knowledge, the study and occupation of
their whole lives. In entering Holland, Louis found
no forces to oppose him, and but little resistance from
the numerous strong places which might have been
held out by native troops for an indefini¢e length of
time. More than forty of these fell into his hands with
very little opposition : and it became a question in the
king's council what plan was to be pursued in regard
to them. The ardent and fiery Condé, whose eagle
glance seemed by intuition to discover in a moment
the right course of proceeding, cither in a campaign or
a battle, and the calm and deliberate Turenne, whose
clear cool judgment and scientific knowledge enabled
him almost always to work qut his own plans against
the most skilful operations of an enemy, united in ad-
vising Louis to dismantle the greater part of the for-
tresses as he took them, and, holding only the command-
ing points, tofkeep his forces free to act efficiently in
the field. Louvois, however, opposed himself to this
judicious advice, and gave to Louis that counsel which
placed much greater patronage and influence in the
hands of th; minister-at-war, and at the same time
«flattered, the vanity of the monarch by the retention of
an immense number of captured cities.

Louis took the advice of his minister in preference to
that of the two greatest generals of the age, and for sgme
time he was flattered by continual success. But ere Igng,
he saw the pride and haughtiness of Louvois, joined to
the insolent tyranny of his own demands, drive the de-
pressed people of Holland to that pitch of despair where
energy axd courage become a necessity. The army of the
king was within a few leagues of Amsterdam ; disunion
reigned in the cgnital of the republic ; forces were want-
ing to oppose the victorious enemy ; and deputies were
sent to demand veace, Three several times Louvois is
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reported to have made them return ere he would see
them ; and then, after treating them with scorn and
indignity, he proposed to them in his own insolent lan.
guage the imperious demands of his haughty master.
The Dutch were rowsed to energetic resistance; the
armies of Louis, reduced by the detachment of large
garrisons, were unable to crush that resistance at once ;
the formidable coalition which Turenne had foreseen,
and which Lbuvois had contemned, was formed against
Louis amongst the other sovercigns of Europe ; and the
French monarch returned to Paris, leaving Condé and
Turenne tg retrieve, as well as they could, the errors
which he had committed by the advice of his minister.

Shortly after, the imperial armics took the field,
and Turenne was obliged to separate from Condé, in
order to make head against the imperialists in the
east. He did not do so, however, without uttering
loud complaints agaimst Louvois, who left him ex-
posed to the whole forces of (iermany, with a very
inferior army indeed, while the troops which would
have ensured him success in his operatjpons were con-
fined in a number of insignificant and untenable places
in the most unhealthy country in Europe. 'Turenne,
however, hastened towards Philipsburg, which was
menaced by the imperial forces under Montecuculi,
demanding from Louvois speedy reinfodeements, in,
order to enable him to keep the field, both® against
that great general and the elestor of Rrandenburg,
who had taken up arms a second time in opposition to
Framce. Louvois, whose hatred of Turenne was of
thateblind and persevering nature which made him
risk the safety of his country, and even the favour of
his king, rather than not gratify his malevolence, refused
or neglected to send the necessary troops ; and Turenne
was obliged to retreat, leaving the road open for the im-
perial general to join the prince of Orange, and capture
Bonne in conjunction with that comma#fder.

Not content with the negligence or injustice of this
conduct, Louvois loudly blamed the French marshal

v 8
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for the loss of Bonne; and Turenne, in concert with
Condé¢, determined to lay before the king a statement of
their grievances, and, pointing out to the monarch the
evil consequences which had alrcady accrued from the
misconduct and bad advice of Isouvois, to beseech his
majesty to ensure them against his influence for the
fature. How far they had executed their determination
does not appear when it became sufficiently manifest to
glarm both Louvois and his father Le Tellier. The
latter, long skilled in intiiguc, negotiation, and persua-
sion, undertook to mollify the resentment of the two
generals. He .ccordingly hactened to see Condé and
Turenne * and while he adinitted that they were right
in all therr views, that hix son had been mistaken, and
that part of the reverses which ad ocenrred were to b
attributed to him, he nevertheless endeavoured to she
that the multitude and difficulty of the affairs in which
he was eagaged had prevertied him from gi g that
attention to their demands and repres - tations whick
he otherwise would have done; an .hat the greater
part of his grrors procecded rather  wm acs’ .ental
circumstances’ than from negligence o regard to the
desires<of either, or from any purpose of persoually in-
juring Turenne. In respeet to tae latter point, Le Telaer
urged, aml with truth, that Louvois had ordered the
siege of Twives to be undertaken, for the purpose of
" causing a diversion in favour of that great general; and
that although this scheme had been without the cffect
he desired, the attempt was sufficient to exculpuce him
from any design against the reputation of Turcnne«
With Condé, to whom the minister had always shown
himself well disposed, thesc arguments were effectual ;
but Turenn- remained unmoved, and made his formal
remonstrance to the king: he acknowledged that Louvois
possess€d great talents, zeal, activity, skill, order, and
perseverance ; and that if he would but confine himself
to the duties ofhis office, he would be a most excellent
and serticeable minister ; but he accused him of med-
dling with matters totally out of his department, and
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of giving no attention to the demands and represent-
ations of those who were carrying on the war. Whether
in the course of this accusation Turenne displayed any
undue degree of heat, or whether Louis did not choose -
to cool the zeal of a eminister he esteemed by reproof,
docs not appear ; but certain it is, that he paid less
attention to the remorstrance of Turenne than might
have been expected.  Frightened, however, by the risk
that he had "run, Louvois changed his conduct towards
Turenne, taking care for the future to attend to his
demands, although he more than once endeavoured to
control hi movements. A variety of operations then
took place, in the course of which were exccuted the
brutal and horrible ravages committed in the palatinate
by the Freach troops under Turenne ; ravages which
caused tle name of a Frenchman to be execrated in
that conntry for many years after the generation which
suffered by then hadepassed away.  The blame of those
1 recevdings atural'v fell upou Turenne; but those who
would defond him attrooute the massacres and  pillage
which ok place in that rich and beaugiful country to
W airi omlers of Liuvois, and point to all the rest of
Turemne’s cov luct e praof of hus being incapa™le of
wrumitting such erimes, except under the comiands of
ane whom he was forced to obey.  Forced at length to
recross the Rhine, the French general retrsated towards
Alsace. But Louvois secing the French frontiersmenaced
on the side of Lorraine, by an grmy of J0,000 men,
despatehed pressing orders to Tareune to seize upon Jhe
passes of Lorraine, and there hold the enemny at bay.
Twsennc, however, refused, giving Louvois tv under-
stand that he would conduct the campaign upon his
own views, and not upon thosc of a civilian at a distance
from the spot. Louvois still pressed his otders; and
Turenne wrote to the king himself, setting forth his
purposes and designs, and once more remoustrating
strongly against the interference of ehe minister. 1In
the meantime he pursued his own purposes, in spite
of all opposition, and with an army of 20,000 men
v 4
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maintained Alsace against the whole forces of the Em.
pire ; harassed them in all their proceedings, defeated
them in detail, and at length forced them to evacuate
the country and retreat across the Rhine.

‘While such were the proceedings upon the Rhine,
Louis XIV, had once yore invaded Franche Comté;
and by the excellent arrangements of Louvois, as well
as the ready promptitude of Colbert in supplying him
with the immense funds which he requirdl, the whole
of that desirable territory was again annexcd to France.
By this time, however, the finances of the state were
exhausted ; all that Colbert had done to pestore the
prosperity of France was undone by the effects of a
long and ruinous war; and Louis began to feel most
painfully that in refusing his attention to that great
minister, and giving ear to the persuasions of Louvois,
he had rejected the better counsel and chosen the worse.
However, about this time, a eonspjracy was detected by
Louvois and Le Tellier, which, though contemptible in
itself, served by its exposure, and the punishment of
the conspirators, to restore any influence which those
two ministers might have lost by the evils which had
fallen upon their country in consequence of the advice
they had given.

A discontented officer of the name of Traumont
had been gaiged by the Dutch ; and, seeing that a great
‘part of .the French provmces were in a state of se-
vere irritation and discgntent, in consequence of the new
imposts with which they were charged, he conceived
the design of creating an insurrection in Normanly.
He communicated his purpose to a young gentlewman
of that province descended from the illustrious house
of Rohan, but who had squandered his fortune and
impaired his credit by gross and constant debauchery ;
and had &t the same time given umbrage to the court
by his turbulent proceedings, and quarrelled with his
family on accountof his libertine course of life. Talented,
handsome, and brave, he still retained some authority
in Normandy, especially through female influence ; and
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listening eagerly to the suggestions of Traumont, he
hoped to recover his exhausted fortunes, by allying him-
self to the Dutch and the Spaniards. Every thing was
prepared to give effect to the plans that had been laid,
and Traumont had gome down himself into Normandy
for the purpose of directing the meditated insurrection,
when a woman of rank, the mistress of his nephew,
who was implicated in the transaction, suffered the
secret to esthpe her, and it soon reached the ears of
Louvois. Traumont and the chevalier de Rohan were
immediately arrested, but the former shot himself ere
he was rergoved from Rouen ; and after his death, no
witnesses existing against the latter, he might hawve es-
caped punishment. One of his judges, however, named
Bezons — a name for ever infamous — drew from him,
by promises of pardon, a confession of his error, on
which he was condemner! and executed without mercy.
During the whole gourse of the campaigns which fol-
lowed the outbreaking of the war with Holland, Louvois
had applied himself to perfect the discipline of the French
armies ; and a severe and iron rule was_introduced by
the famous officer Martinet, which gained for his name
the unenvied and unmerited distinction of being applied
ever afterwards to a military tyrant. Louvois himself
showed on all occasions that haughty severity which
might be expected from his character ; an4 an instance
of his rigid and unjust sternness, which took place about®
this time, tended to render him ,odious in the French
service. A gallant officer of the name of Dupas had
beew entrusted with the government of Naerden, which
wasgbesieged in 1673 by the prince of, Orange. He
held out for four days, though the place was scarcely
defensible, and only surrendered after having sustained
an assault of five hours, without the hope ef succour
from without. It appears that by some old rfle of the
service, the governors of fortresses were bound to sustain
three assaults before they surrendered ;eand Louis XIV.,
by the advice of Louvois, condemned the unfortunate
Dupas to be drawn into the town of Utrecht with a
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shovel in his hand, and to have his sword broken in the
market-place. Insulted and injured, Dupas marked his
time, volunteered on an occasion wnere an extraordi-
nary display of courage might make itself remarked,
and was killed at the siege of Grive, showing from the
first his determination never to return alive.

His death probably had but little effect upon the hard-
hearted and arrogant Louvois ; and the fall of Turenne
himself, which occurred the year after that 8f Dupas, and
which was a loss to the whole nation, was only a relief to
the minister. He is even accused, as well as his brother
the archbishop of Rheims, of indecently testifying un-
disgyised satisfactios at the death of a man for whom
all France was in tears. After the decease of Turenne,
Condé seemed to be the whole hope of France; and
Louvois, no longer blinded by his hatred of the former
gallant officer, reinforced considerably the army which
he had commanded in oppasitiop to Montecucuii, re-
questing the prince to put himself at its head. Condé
speedily obliged the German forces to cross the Rhine;
and while the king in person, accompanied by Louvois
and Vauban, fiade himself master of several towns in
Belgium, Condé carried the war into the enemies’ coun-
try, and delivered France from the presence of her
enemies. The constant state of preparation in which
the skill of Louvois kept the commissariat facilitated

severy operation of Louis; and to that may doubtless be
as much attributed his great success, as to the skill of
the generals *who commanded under him. In the siege of
Valenciennes, the schemes of Louvois were again oppgsed
to those of a master in the art of war ; and he sustained
a contrary opinion to that of Vauban. In this instance he
was supported by five French marshals, but Louis was
wise enough tofollow the directions of the greatest engineer
of the age ; and the works of Valenciennes were attacked
and taken in open day. A number of other towns, Ghent,
8t. Omer, and Cgmbray, were added to the conquests of
France ; but although she acquired much glory by the
gellant manner in which she sustained herself against
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the formidable coalition by which she was attacked, and
gained daily some fresh advantage over her enemies,
yet the exhausted state of her finances, and the mur- '
murs of her people against the severe imposts under
which they laboureds induced Louis sincerely to seek
for peace. Louvois did all that he could to prolong the
war ; but strong necessity seconded the earnest and re-
peated remonstrances of Colbert, and the treaty of Nime-
guen restored a certain degree of tranquillity to Europe.

If the resources of Louis were exhausted by the long
and severe struggle which followed his attack upon
Holland, the other monarchs of Europe were not less
weary of war ; nor were their subjects less desireus of
peace than his. The treaty of Nimeguen, therefore, left
France in possession of many rich provinces as the
fruit of Louis’s efforts ; and Louvois had the satisfaction
of seeing the counsels he had given, however detrimental
to France in a reasomable® point of view, productive of
that false and unsubstantial success which is usually
looked upon as glory. Standing high, therefore, in the
favour of his master, he feared nothing }mt the rivalry
of Colbert, whose more vast and comprehensive mind
still found that degree of support in the better qualities of
Louis XTV., which enabled him to maintain bis ground
against the influence which Louvois had founded on the
monarch’s weeknesses. )

Colbert had been the friend and counsellor of thé
beautiful and unhappy La Valliére ; but although that
was an age in which the royal favour was but too
often affected by the will of woman, Colbert had never
depended upon the smiles of the first and purest of
Louis’s concubines. Louvois, however, attached himself
strongly to her successful rival, the bold, harsh Mon-
tespan ; and in all the intrigues and changes of the court
we find his name joined with the party which she
headed. Even at that early period, when her connec-
tion with the rhonarch was yet covensd by the thin veil
of outward decency, we find Louvois acting with the
rising favourite in the disgraceful proceedings regarding
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the count de Lauzun. That unfortunate nobleman, after
having for several years enjoyed the favour of the king
in a very high degree, had engaged the affection of the
monarch’s first cousin, the duchess of Montpensier, com-
monly called Mademoiselle ; and ®mploying all his own
influence over the king’s mind, and the interest of a host
of noble friends, he had obtained permission publicly to
wed the princess, whose love he had obtained. Several
branches of the royal family, however, even after the
permission had been granted, joined together to oppose
the marriage; and madame de Montespan, together
with Louvois, juined themselves strongly to the adver-
saries of the couni. By their representations and
suggestions, Lounis was induced weakly to withdraw the
sanction he had given, to forbid the marriage, and to
treat coldly the man he had injured. The count de
Lauzun is said in the heat of passion to have forgotten
the respect he owed his sover&ign y but Louis, who was
not vindictive, easily pardoned that offence, and it was
not till he raised his voice against Louvois, that any seve-
rity followed tye indiscretion of the disappointed noble.
The arrogant and revengeful minister, however, and the
proud and daring mistress, were assailed somewhat in+
temperately by the count de Lauzun and his friends;
and while Lauzun was arrested and subjected to a ten
years’ imprisenment, the marshal duke of Luxembourg,
bne of his most zealous supporters, was marked by the
eye of Louvojs for futwre persecution.

The opportunity was not long ere it presented itself;
and although Voltaire has not remarked the first cause of
Louvois' hatred to the duke of Luxembourg, yet hismac-
count of the events in which that hatred displayed itself
is so concise and accurate that we shall give it very nearly
in his owrr words, adding merely from an older record
some of the circumstances which he has omitted. Two
Italians, one of whom was named Exili, had laboured
long, in conjunctirn with a German cilled Glaser, in
search of the philosopher's stone. The two Italians
thus lost the little that they possessed ; and endeavouring
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by crime to repair the effects of their folly, they pro-
ceeded to the secret sale of poisons. The custom of
oral confession brought to the ears of the grand peni-
tentiary of Paris the fact that several persons had died
by poison; and he foynd himself called upon to give
information thereof to the government. Other circum-
stances pointed suspicion to the two Italians, and they
were arrested and cast into the Bastllle, where one of
them soon died. The other, called Exili, could not be
convicted, but was still detained. Some short time
afterwards, a young officer named St. Croix was arrested
at the solicitation of the * civil lieutenant d'Aubrai, in
consequence of an intrigue with hi< daughter, thegwife
of the marquis of Brinvilliers, and was unfortunately
confined in the same room with the Italian. Exili
heard the story of St. Croix, and by his intervention
opened a communication with the young marchioness,
a woman of violent pgssiong, who instantly took advan-
tage of the criminal knowledge of Exili, to avenge
herself upon those who had checked her intercourse
with 8t. Croix. Her father, her two brothers, and her
sister, all died by poison ; and the crim® having been
discovered and proved, she was publicly executed, and
her body burnt.

This example, however, did not deter others from
following in the same course of cowardly crgne. Three
persons, a priest named Le Sage, and two othexs called *
La Voisin and La Vigoureux, practised upon the cre-
dulity of the Parisians in the cflaracter of sorcerers,
and, to the evil-disposed, supplied the fearful means of
ridding themselves of enemies or too long-lived friends.
The"deaths by poizon Jbecame frequent; the cases of
suspicion many ; and some energetic measures became
necessary to guard against a means of assassination so
subtle, and so easily concealed. Although certdinly not
Wit.hm his official sphere, this subject was eagerly taken
up by Louvois; but it was remarked tjat a great many

* Voltaire writes civil licutenant ; but Auvigny and others call him the
1 heutenant,
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persons accused or suspected of trafficking with Le Sage
and his companions were those who, on various oc-
casions, had dared to raise their voice against the mi-
nister. A special tribunal, called the chambre ardente,
was appointed to sit at the arsenal for the purpose of
investigating this fearful affair alone ; and a number of
the highest persons in Paris, both by rank and talent,
were cited to appear before this court. Amongst others,
two nieces of cardinal Mazarin were cited-4-the duchess
of Bouillon, and the countess of Soissons, mother of the
famous prince Eugenc. The duchess of Bouillon was
merely commanded to appear personally, and was only
accused of a ridiculuus sort of curiosity, ordinary enough
at that time, but which was never within the cognis-
ance of justice.

The old habits of consulting diviners, drawing horo-
scopes, and seeking charms to make oneself beloved,
existed still amongst the people, and even amongst the
greatest of the land. At the birth of Louis XIV., an
astrologer named Morin had been brought into the
very chamber of the queen-mother, to draw the horo-
scope of the Iir to the crown. Even the regent duke
of Orleans was not a little interested in that species of
quackery which seduced all antiquity ; and not the phi-
losophy of the famous count of Boulainvilliers himself
could cure him of entertaining this chimera. It was

every exgpsable, then, in the duchess of Bouillon, and in
all the ladies who yielded to the same weakness. The
priest Le Sage, La Voisin, and La Vigoreux, had created
for themselves a considerable revenue out of the cpri-
osity of the ignorant, who were in great numbpers.
They foretold the future ; they caused the devil to
appear ; and if they had kept to that, there would have
been nothing but absurdity, both in them and in the
chambre urdente. 'The duchess of Bouillon had nothing
to reproach herself with but the idle curiosity of seek-
ing to know the future ; and expected, perhaps, at first
some little favour at the hapds of a monarch who had so
long owned the guidance of her uncle, and had shown
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some degree of tenderness both for herself and for her
sister. She was an enemy, however, of Louvois ; and that
minister was determined to mortify her if he could not
effect her downfall. The proceedings against her were
continued before the, chambre ardente, and she was
forced to appear and submit to interrogation ; but when
she did appear, she was surrounded by a multitude of
the most distinguished and powerful nobles of France ;
and it very saon became evident that there was no just
ground whatsoever for any criminal accusation against
her. The interrogatory turned almost entirely upon ques-
tions equally pitiful and absurd ; and it terminated with
a severe afswer made by the duchess to La Reynje, a
councillor of state, who had been appointed one of the
judges of that court, and was foolish enough to ask
madame de Bouillon if she had really seen the devil.
She instantly replied that she saw him at that moment,
that he was very ugly and fgightful, and that he was dis-
guised as a councillor of state.

No more questions were asked, and the duchess was
acquitted : but the enmity of Louvois paused not there.
He represented to Louis that the manne®in which the
duchess had appeared lefore the chambre ardente,
and the brilliant train which she had brought with her,
was an insult to his authority ; and though found inno-
cent by ber judges, she was ordered to qujy Paris for
having taken the best means of making that inpocence
availuble, The accusation against, the countess of Sois-
sons was more serious and better supported § and Louis
notified to her, that if she felt herself culpable he ad-
vised her to retire from France before her guilt was
legally proved, as neither his former partiality for her
house, nor her alliance with the royal family, would
shield her from the sword of justice. She replied, that
she was perfectly innocent, but that she did not choose
to be interrogated by a court of justice; and she ulti-
mately fled from France, misfortung pursuing her
footsteps, and affecting not quly herself, but those who
befriended her also,
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The most important personage, however, who was
cited before this extraordinary.tribunal, and who in
+ a former age would undoubtedly have ,fallen a sacri-
fice to the enmity of those who called him there, was
Francois Henri de Montmorenci,duke of Luxembourg,
marshal of France; and the proceedings against him
were carried on with a degree of virulence which
caused Louvois to be strongly suspected, not only of
urging on the court, but of prompting theswitnesses. It
appeared, indeed, that one of the duke’s men of business,
named Bonard, having lost some important papers be-
longing to his master, had the weakness to consult the
priest Le Sage, for the purpose of recovermg them.
Le Sage directed him to confess, and to 8o for nine
days running to three different churches, in which he
was to repeat three particular psalms. In spite of the
psalms and, the confession, the papers did not make
their appearance ; but it bging discovered that they
were in the bands of agirl named Dupin, Bonard wss
induced by Le Sage to perform, in the name of the
duke of Luxembourg, a sort of conjuration, for the
purpose of for:ing Dupin by magical means to restore
the papers. The girl, however, did not restore them ;
and in order to proceed still more severely against her,
Bonard obtained from the duke full powers of attorney,
signed by himself, which were produced in court. Be-
¢ tween the body of the document and the signature, how-
ever, were found two lines, by which the marshal in good
set form maie himself over to the devil. Itso happened
fortunately for him, that these two lines were in a togally
different handwriting from the rest of the instrument,
which without 'them was perfectly innocent and pérfectly
rational. But'the prisoner Le Sage being brought forward
to give evidence against the duke, declared that Luxem-
bourg h&d made this application to Satan for the purpose
of destroying the girl Dupin, who would not give up
the papers. The other astrologers corroborated this
testimony ; and added, thjat by his order they had
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sssassinated Diupin, had cut ber in ginrters, and thrown
her into the river.

In the meanwhile, the duke of Luxembourg had
voluntarily proceéded to the Bastillesand surrendered
higpself ; but this cofifidence in his own innocence
did not save him from the persecution of Louvois,
who had neves forgotien the support which the duke
had given tg the count de Lauzun, and who now
caused him to be placed in a dungeon of the foulest
description, only six feet and a half long, where, after
his first interrogatory, he was left for five weeks, with-
out the trisbbeing proceeded in. Debarred the use of
materials for writing, the duke demanded permissioh of
his gaolers to send a letter of complaint to Louvois, on
the cruel injustice of protracting the trial’; but the
means were refused him, though the tequest was com-
municated to the minister. At length he was again
bgught before the cotirt, fnd he was asked if he had

given bottles of poisoned wine, in order to kill the
brother of Dupin, and a2 mistress whom that brother
kept in Paris ; and in the end they confrorged with him
Le Sage and some other witnesses, who accused him of
having endeavoured, by sorcery, to destroy several per-
sons, whom they named. Amongst other things with
which he was charged, was, that he had entered into a
compact with the devil, to bring about a md¥ri be-
tween his son and the daughter of Louvois. But, on
hearing this accusation, the duke rtplied, Joking back
mdxgn tly to his own ancestors and those of the mi-
‘g ‘When Matthew of Montmorenci married the
wagf Louis de Gros he did not address himself to
ﬂze devnl, but to the States-General, which declared,
that to gain for the king, then a minor, the support of
Montmorenci, this marriage ought to take place.s

During fourteen months the trial was protracted, and
the confinement of his dungeon had nearly terminated
the life of the duke of Luxemhourg, wi8 fell ill in the
midst of the proceedings. Nothing, however, could ul-
timately be proved against Imn, except that he had once

YoL. m,
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seen the priest Le Sage, and had the weakness to ask
him to draw the horoscopes of various persons, for the
satisfaction of an idle curiosity. As far as regarded
him, the trial wag left incomplete, no sentence having
ever been pronounced. But h& was at length set, at
liberty ; and while the poisoners and their accomplices
were burnt in the Place de Gréve, Luxembourg retired
for a time to the country, and then re-a at the
court, where the king never spoke with him upon the
past, but showed no diminution of favour or esteem.
Of Louvgis the duke took no notice, but he solicited
no employment; and after a time, the conviction of his
mefit as an officer, and his innocence as a man, induced
Louis once more to put him at the head of his armies,
where dignified integrity and signal services put those
enemies to shame who had sought to work the downfall
of an innocent and upright man.

One of the strongest proofscof the unimpeachable
integrity and wisdom of Colbert is, that Louvois, during
the whole course of his life, cculd not find or forge an
accusation against him. It was only when Louis was
absent from his greater minister that Louvois obtained full
power over his mind ; it was only by using the monarch’s
weakuesses that he could successfully oppose Colbert.
It would be tedions to point out all that he did, after
the concliion of the peace, to irritate and mortify that
great Statesman ; and it may be only necessary to dwell
upon those.actions t¢ which he was led for the purpose
of perpetuating his own influence and gratifying his
own ambition, as well as for that of opposing the rival
minister, of .whom his hatred was not less then his
Jjealousy.

The time of peace was, to Louvois, a time of in-
activity and danger. He feared that his services should
be forgotten, his talents overlooked; and he scarcely
suffered France to obtain.a moment’s repose ere .he
laboured assidaously to give cause for the surround-
-ing nations once more to declare war. One of the
first acts which followed the peace of Nimeguen was
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the establishment of & commission at Metz, and an-
other at Brissac, for the purpose of inquiring into old
and vexatious claims upon territories adjacent to Aleace,
and which were asserted.to have been dismembered
from that province. A®thousand acts of injustice re-
sulted from these commissions, which threw the whole
German empire into commotion. But the long and
desolating war, which had so lately afflicted Europe,
terrified the Germanic body from auertmg its just
rights with vigour, and France remained in possession
of that which she had so wrongly acquired.

The next atep of Louvois was to attack a city which
had always been favourable to the enemies of Frante,
which they had carefully guarded as the key to Alsace
and Lorraine, and to which the late treaties gave Louis no
claim whatever. This was the city of Strasbourg, which
had maintained a sort of tacit mdependenee, as a free
city, commanding the Rhine by its bridge of boats; for-
midable to the contending parties who had lately agitated
Europe, by its magnificent arsenal and warlike popula-
tion ; and holding a high station in the congideration of
surrounding states, by the freedom of its institutions,
its wealth, its commerce, and its industry. During the
last war, Strasbourg had affected to hold an armed
neutrality ; but forming, as it really did, a part of the
Germanic confederation, it had of course Shown a
degree of favour toward the enemies of France Which
neither Louis nor his minister was®likely toe forgive ;
and it would seem that, from the very moment peace
was signed, Louvois had determined upon the scandal-
ous infeaction of all good faith which he afterwards
executed in the attack _upon Strashourg. His first pro-
ceedings were to gain, by every means of corrup-
tion and bribery, a number of the principal persons
in the town, and a great part of the magistrates of the
city. The bichop was already in the interest of France,
and by his means many influential citizen®were brought.
over,

Nevertheless, the attempt to obtain possession of the

x2
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place was by no means without difficulty or danger. The
great bulk of the inhabitants were German in all their
feelings and connections: the whole of the Germanic
confederation was interested in preventing that city fall
ing into the hands of France. 1t was strongly fortified,
well garrisoned and provided ; and while no chance ex-
isted of obtaining Avolnnhry surrender of its freedom, a
thousand obstacles still lay in the way of any violent at.
tempt upon itsliberties. All these considerations, however,
did not deter Louvois, whose precautions and arrange-
ments in regard to the capture of Strashourg, which was
left entirely to his own skill, display his sagacity, energy,
an8 administrative talent, more than perhaps any of
his former acts, which are generally found complicated
with those of others. At the conclusion of the treaty
of Nimeguen, a part of the French forces, which had
defended Alsace and Lorraine against the imperialists,
were withdrawn with greal pomip and ostentation, as if
France, perfectly determined upon maintaining peace,
proposed to reduce all her military establishments. Never-
theless a grept number of soldiers, far greater indeed than
Was necessary to garrison the conquered towns, remained
in those provinces, and were employed in slowly repairing
the fortifications. They were disposed, however, in such
a manner that, without depriving any fortress of its re-
gular gaﬂinon, these detached bodies could form their
junctfon ata p:wctﬂar point, on a few days’ notice, and
that pointwas in theimmediate vicinity of Strasbourg. An
army of 14,000 men was thus held in readiness to seize
a favourable opportunity ; and while waiting the event,
instead of supplying the forces by means of magusines,
which might have excited suspicion, Louvois caused
provmons to be conveyed to them by small portions at
8 timg, covering his measures in this respect by the pre-
tence of sending arms and ammunition to the fortvesses.
Notwithstanding all these precantions, some degree of
jealousy was “excited, and, to meet it, the minister
spread the report that France intended to detach a foree
into Savoy, which lulled the fears of the neighbouring
states till all his preparations were completed.
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At length, on the 28th of September, 1681, Louvois
set out from Paris, accompanied by a number of young
officers, but no troops ; and, travelling night and day,
while the forces already prepared were concentrating upon
Brissac, he arrived at that town just as their junction
was effected, and immediately detached a body of picked
men, who, with scarcely any resistance, made themselves
masters of the different forts and outworks by which the
city of Strasbourg was defended. In the meantime,
he himself followed the baron de Monclar, who, with
12,000 men, approached the gates of the town, and
threatened énstantly to attack it if the inbabitants
refused to surrender. The bishop and the magis-
trates, already gained by the money or the intrigues of
France, took advantage of the consternation of the
people, and persuaded all classes that nothing could
save the town but an immediate treaty with Louis.
This was accordingly ®ntefed into with Louvois, who
was already at the gates; and, taking but the feeble
assuranc: of a politician’s promises for their mainte-
nance in various privileges, they surrendered to the
arms of France, and received a garrison of French
troops.

One successful aggression is always followed by
another: and while Louis was plundering the empire
on the one hand, he demanded the town of #lost from
the Spaniards on the other, which would have carfed his
power to the very gates of Ghent and of Bryssels; and
upon a denial of his right on this point, he blockaded the
city of Luxembourg, which affected the safety both of
Flanders and Holland. In the meantime, jealous of
the re.establishment of the French marine by Colbert
and his son, Louvois employed Vauban and a number
of other skilful engineers in fortifying ltron%aru‘ﬂle
principal towns which had fallen into the power noe.
This was & much more jusgifiable manner of carrying on
his rivalry than that which he pursuedat the ssme time
in the intrigues of the court. We have already noticed
in the life of Colbert all the pangs which Louvois

x3
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inflicted upon him, by hurrying forward the king from
one unjust and cruel step to another against his pro-
testant subjects ; and we must not pause upon the many
rumours which attributed to the minister-at-war secret
machinations, of the most base afd ungenerous character,
against the great and virtuous man whom he strove to
mpphnt It is sufficiently proved, however, that to
ruin him, was the great occupation of Louvois during
the years of unstable peace which succeeded the treaty
of Nimeguen ; at least if we may believe all contem.
porary reports. But death removed Colbert from his
path in the year 1683; and Louis, wbo esteemed
Lowvois’ great talents, and shut his eyes to his evil
qualities, almost immediately appointed him to one of
the posts held by his dead rival, — that of superinten-
dent of public buildings.

No longer opposed by so strong an advocate of peace
as Colbert, Louvois proceeded in his aggressions upon
foreign states with more activity than ever, well assured
that, whatever might be the result, his object would be
answered, ei by driving other countries to declare
war, or by aggrandising his master at their expense.
The policy of Louvois well accorded with Louis’s own
views ; and, while he took possession of several towns
in Flanders, attacked and captured Luxembourg, and
seized upen and dismantled Treves, he pretended that
he was solely fulfilling the treaty of Nimeguen, at the
very momgnt that he was infringing all its provisions.
It was in vain that other states remonstrated ; it was
in vain that they threatened : Louis went on from ex-
action to exaction, and from aggression to aggressiom. All
the measures of Louvois were successful ; and the em-
barrassments of the empire, the dengns of the prince
of Oramge upon the throne of England, and the total
exhauslion of Spain, prevented any vigorous measures
#rom being taken in oppositiop ; so that almost every re-
monstrance ank.every treaty ended by France being
eonfirmed in the usurpations she had made, -

- Determined at Jength by the very reluctance of hidene-
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mies to begin the war himself, nothing was wanting ¢to
Louis but a pretext, which, from the mild and timid re-
signation of his enemies, he had some difficulty in dis-
ocovering. The death of the elector of Cologne, however,
and also the death of the elector palatine, at length
afforded him an assignable motive; and while the
princes of Europe, seeing too late how his continual
sggressions were likely to end, leagued together at
Augsburg for® the purpose of enforcing the treaties of
Munster and Nimeguen, he caused his troops to march
towards the Rhine, and, with more than 400,000 men
in arms, pgepared once more to call the united forces of
all Europe upon France. Heidelburg and Maygnce,
Manheim, Spires, Treves, Worms, and many other
cities of the Rhine, were captured with scarcely an
effort. The French annies overran the whole palatinate ;
and an order was received by the generals there com-
manding, signed by ethe eminister himself, to reduce
every thing to ashes in the country through which they
passed. The horrors that were now committed exceed
all description.  One of the finest countries in Enrope
was reduced to the condition of a deseft; and all the
neighbouring states, indignant at such a barbarous pro-
ceeding, prepared to make more vigorous efforts to
punish one whose cruelty was equal to his ambi-
tion. Neither Louis nor his minister fearqg the coali-
tion against them: the one, now given upeto his
pleasures, no longer examining ghe opergtions of his
armies with his own eyes, had been taught to believe
that: nothing could resist his power; and the other,
whosgg interest it was to keep France in a state of con-
tinual warfare, doubted not to obtain a sufficient por-
tion of success to administer the necessary quantity of
gratification to the vanity of his master, ands to main.
tain his own station in the king's favour and“ouncils.
It is true that he had forgotten no measure of precau-
tion to insure to France every advgptage in her ex-
ternal operations, and to secure her against any attack
upon her own territories. He had visited, inspected,
x 4
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and prepsved the fortresses of Alsace, Larrsime, and
Flanders; ke had given to the armies of the king a
degree of discipline which they had never before known ;
he insured to them supplies by the establishmewt of
immense magazines upon everyepoint where they were
likely to act; sand he had provided, by numerous
academies of cadets, for a constant succession of well«
trained officers to eounterbalance any loss in that braneh
of the service. War was at the same time declared
with Holland and with England, which had just cast
off the rule of James 1., and was preparing for more
vigorous efforts under William, the perseveging enemy
of Rrance.

Notwithstanding the first successes of the Freneh
arms, a change soon took place in the current of for-
tune, On the 6th of September, Mayence was re-
taken by the imperial troops, and shortly after farther
reverses followed. The citywf Bonne sustained a siege
of more than three months, but surrendered to the
Germans after the death of the baron Asfeld ; and in
June, 1689, marshal Humieres, one of the favourites of
Louvois, wadf completely defeated at Valcour, on the
Bambre, by the prince of Waldec. At this pe.iod, the
sitnation of Louvois was most critical : he was sup-
ported, indeed, by the old affeetion of the king; but
almost all ghe great nobility of France, disgusted by his
haughty insolence, viewed him with sbhorrence. At
the same tipe, he had lost the support of madame de
Montespan, who was no longer in favour with the king;
and the famous Masintenon, who had succeeded te the
affections of the monarch, the friend of Colbert and the
bitter enemy of Louvois, was day by day gsining greater
influenoe over the mind of Louis. Her voice was not
ailent in epposition to Louveis ; and when the defeat of
Humieits st Valcour, and the surrender of Mayenee by
Uxelles, two creatures of Louvois, were known at the
ocourt, afl men began to see that the first great clnge
& fortunes of the minister was beginning to take
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Humieres, whose incapacity was well known, Lou-
vois was forced to dismiss. This was a sufficient
mertification in itself ; but when the king, without
consulting him, made choice of his persecuted enemy,
the duke of Luxemlourg, to supply the place of com.
mander-in-chief of the armies in Flanders, left vacant
by the dismissal of his favourite and friend, the disap-
pointment of Louvois exceeded all bounds, and even
injured his %health. His hatred towards the duke of
Luxembourg was not unknown to the king, who was aware
that be could not trust to the upright integrity of his
minister in this case, as he could have done with Col-
bert, to act straightforwardly with the general fgr the
good of the state ; and in giving the duke the command
of his armies in Flanders, he addressed to him these
remarkable words — ‘¢ I promise you to take care that
Louvois deals fairly with you ; 1 will force him to sacri-
fice to the good of my sexgice the hatred which he enter-
‘tains towards you. You will correspond directly with
myself. Your letters will not pass by his hands.”

This was another great mortification to Louvois, who
felt that his power over the mind of théking was gone :
but tHe most peinful circumstances of his situation pro-
oceded in a very considerable degree from the con-
sequences of the death of Colbert, who, while he
existed upon earth, had been the object of his greatest
hatred and envy. Had that great minister gtill beere
living — though he himself would doubtless have
been unable to keep the finances of tfe state from
falling into great embarrassments under the weight
of _such expensive wars—he would undoubtedly
have obviated many of the difficulties under which
the country laboured. He might, indeed, have been
obliged to devise nmew imposts, to create new taxes,
and to burden the people whom it had heen H% pride to
relieve; but there can be little doubt that he would
bavp found means to prevent the gountry from being
reduced to absolute penury, and to enable the menarch
to carry on or conclude the wars in which the am-
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bition of others had plundged him, without having
recourse to measures which exposed to all Europe the ex-
hausted state of his finances. The immense armies, how-
ever, which Louis now kept on foot required immense
supplies: the treasury was exhausted ; the same spirit
of order and economy no longer reigned in the finances ;
and yet Louis had neither the inclination to make peace
at all, nor the power to make it on advantageous terms.
Under these circumstances he commanded &\l the splen-
did silver plate, wrought upon the designs of the best
artists in Europe, to be brought from Versailles and
melted down : a number of princes and nobleg followed
his example, aud an immense mass of precious metal
wuegus thrown into the circulation, which gave tem-
porary relief to the state.

About the same time, the duke of Luxembourg defeated
the prince of Waldec at Fleurus: but the victories of
Luxembourg were painful to kouveis; and the haughty
conduct of the minister towards the duke of Savoy
afforded an excuse, if it did not act as a cause, both for
the defection of that prince from the interests of France,
and for his allfince with the members of the league of
Augsburg. Louis, surprised and indignant, looked some-
what cold upon Louvois, of whose conduct the duke of
Savoy loudly complained; and madame de Maintenon
and her friegds did not fail to press the proud minister
cagerly tpwards the brink of a precipice over which he
seemed likely to fall. Although it was a generous trait
in the characfer of Louis to guard his mind carefully
from yielding credit to the representations of any of his
servants’ enemies, and to distrust every complaint and,in-
sinuation which had the slightest appearance of originat-
ing incabal ; yet thefrequent murmurs of his subjects, the
outery of al} Europe, and the difficulties in which he him-
self was plunged, in consequence of the proceedings or
counsels of Louvois, were not without effect upon the
monarch. It is saidjndeed that Louvois, long scoustomed
to command, and irritated by his firat disappointments,
suffered his haughty and overbearing spirit to appear,
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even in the presence of Louis, and gave his sovereign the
strongest proof that many of the accusations which had
been made against him were correct. It is not im.®
possible, also, that-Louis was fatigued with the ascend-
ency which he had suffered his minister to gain over his
mind, and had determined to shake off a species of
influence which had thus become burdensome. The effects
of that influence must long have been felt by the king of
France: he could not but be sensible that, by following
the interested counsels of Louvois, he had placed him-
self in a situation of danger and difficulty ; he could not
but be gensible that the atrocious cruelties committed
by the command of the minister had made the maparch’s
name odious throughout Europe; he could not but be sen-
sible that he had lost the love of his people, while he had
incurred the hatred of every surrounding nation ; he
could not but be sensible that he had cast away vast
opportunities of henefidence to seize, in place of the
solid gold of peaceful tranquillity, the phantasm trea-
sures of warlike ambition. And while he contemplated
what he might have been, and what he was, it is not
improbable that he found the cabalisti word, glory, to
have lost its power of silencing the reproaches of con-
science, while the voices of Colbert and Turcnne spoke ®
to him from the grave, and bade him look upon his,
ruined country and the world in armseagainst him.
The result of such feelings could not be very favourabfe
to him by whose advice all these things were done..
But private motives, also, are said to have joined with
public considerations in leading Louis to withdraw his
fawour from Louvois. That minister, though the secret
enemy of madame de Maintenon, had, it is said, been
the king's chief confidant in his private marriage with
that extraordinary woman ; and we are toly, also, that
Louis had pledged himself, when Louvois sfrongly op«
posed the unequal alliance, never to make it public.
The time had now come, however, ghen the ascendency
of madame de Maintenon over the mind of thé king
wes greater than that of Louvois. Louis was inclined
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to make the marriage public; his unacknowledged wife
pressed him eagerly to do so; but his pledge to the
«minister stood in the way ; and we have reason to be-
lievé that Louvois, in harsh and somewhat insolent lan-
guage, reminded the king of the psomise he had made.
Under such circumsunees, with exhausted finances,
with overpowering forces opposed to him in the field,
with every Europem prince attributing their league
against his sovereign to his misconduct, with the whole
court inimical to him, and the confidence of his master
gone, nothing could have saved Louvois but a current
of vast and uminterrupted success. The least obstacle,
the legst defeat, was likely to produce his overthrow ;
and he felt that his {all must be as tremendous as the
pinnacle on which he stood had been high. Danger,
difficulty, anxiety, disappointment, weighed upon his
spirits and injured his health ; but still he continued to
struggle, and, for a time, with greatesuccess. The maré.
chal de Catinat, in Italy, avenged him upon the duke of
Savoy, whose towns fell one by one into the hands of
France, and whose armies were defeated as often as
they appeared. & Luxembourg went on in his successful
progress, triumphing over the united powers of Hol-
land, Spain, and Germany. Mons surrendered to Louis
himeelf, even in presence of a hostile army ; and the
balance of glpry and victory was for some time on the
#ide of Fgance. Such a state, however, did not last long;
the famous prince Eugépe appeared in Italy, and checked
the career of tfie French army in Savoy. William 111 of
England defeated James I1. on the banks of the Boyne;
and the French auxiliaries proved of no avail in spp-
porting the weak monarch on the throne of Great
Britain. Marlborough appeared in the Low Countries,
and gave the first proofs of his great military genius ;
and Wi himself arriving in Helldnd took partin &
general congress, in which all the great powers of
Europe signed a n declaration never to make pesce
with Louis, till he restored all that had been cap-
tured since the peace of Munster.
: The cloud that threatened Louis hillilelf, completely
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oversh§dowed Louvois. The courtiers exerted themselves
not to this favourable opportunity of overthrowiny the
obnoxious statesman ; the representations of madame de*®
Muintenon became more earnest and more frequent as she
saw the best interests of her husband and her sovereign
endangered by the conduct of her personal enemy ; and
Louis himself, mortified and repentant, prepared to
dismiss from his councils a minister whose advice had
produced sfich lamentable results, whose arrogance had
left him not a friend, and whose temper had more than
once been displayed even to the king himself. There
can be little doubt that every thing was prepared
for his dismissal, and that, while he was taking some
mineral waters for the restoration of his health, agony
of mind and apprehensions of coming disgrace were
doing more to injure it than all that the greatest skill of
man could remedy. On the morning of the 18th of
July, 1691, he went, aseususl, to transact the business
of the state with the king. Some declare that he had
‘actually received the king’s commands to resign his
office ; and some, that the discussion between Louis and
his minister had been carried on in terdhs of bitterness,
which left the result as certain as if his dismissal had
taken place. Others, however, declare that Louvois, »
humbled by various reverses, had spoken to the king in |
a tone of humility and grief, which hady touched the
more generous points in the nature of the mosarch, artl
led him even to offer some wprds - of consolation, in
order to soothe the wounded spirit of his minister. I
am inclined to believe that the latter statement is the
mqpt correct ; for, though the words which Louis XIV,
addressed to James 1I. on the death of Louvois, “I
have lost a8 good minister, but neither your affairs nor
mine shall go the worse for it,” do not imply any very
great regret, yet they would seem to show at the
moment of his death Louis had not fully made up his
mind to the dismissal of his minjgter. Certain it is,
however, that, in that conversation of the 18th of July,
Louis perceived a sudden change comre over the counte-
nance of Louvois, and, compnehending that he was
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taken ill, directed him to go home and obtain Miﬂl
advice, I.ouvon immediately obeyed, and, on niU'leg

“t home, demanded 2 cup of water, wluch he drank ;-
his surgeon, La Ligerie, was instantly sent for, and

attempted to bleed him, but before ¢hat operation could

afford him any relief th~ spirit was fled.

Thus died the marquisof Louvois, in the fifty-first year
of his age: but the suddenness of his death caused a thou-
sand wild and sbsurd reports to be spread corlcerning the
circumstances which attended it. The report became
general that he had been poisoned ; and that this was
not merely a popular rumour is proved by thg fact of
his son, having caused a Savoyard servant to he arrested
on the charge of hav’ ig mixed poison in a jug of water,
which always stood :n the minister’s cabinet. His sur-
geon, however, having opened the body, and declared
that there was a natural cau.e for his death, the Savoy-
ard was set at liberty ; but the reports of some unfair
practices against his life were still circulated with all
the eagerness of ignorance, malevolence, and the love*
of the marvellous ; and the duke of Savoy, madame
de Maintenon #®ad even Louis XIV. himself, were not
spared by the tongues of the Parisian populace. We may

ewell imagine that these reports had no stable founda-
,tion. It was natural that the health of a man of violent
puslons, envipus, haughty, irriteble, should give way,
af the ends of a long ministerial career, under anxiety,
disappointment, and agprehension. If long labours
and weighty cares sap the most robust constitution, and
break down the strongest frame, violence of tempes,
unexpected grief, or extraordinary agitation, may wgll
be supposed to produce the sudden termination of a life
that has been spent in great mental and corporal exer~
tion. The disease of Louvois was, most probably, dis~
appointmenft, acting suddenly upon an enfeebled frame;
and it mattered little what great organ was affected,
whether the brain orthe heart gave way under the pres-
sure which was heavy unto death.

In person, Louvois was not remarkable, except for the
haughtiness of his air, and & certain repulsive sternness of
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countenance, which was the very opposite to the -
sion possessed or assumed by his father Le Tellier. "One
of the courtiers is reported to have said, in seeing them
come forth together from the cabinet of the king,
** There go the fox wnd the wolf.” Born with great
genius, educated in habits of business, endowed with
extraordinary activity, possessing rapid perceptions,
and capable of indefatigable application, Louvois had
aliu.ost all the qualities which are necessary to a great
minister ; and by the exertion of these, in the particular
department in which he was placed, he perfected the
discipling of the French armies ; he made the most im~
portant improvements that have been made in thg com-
missariat ; and he devised and executed two glorious
institutions — the one for supplying well-trained soldiers
for the defence of the country, the other for providing
au honourable asylum for those who had shed their
blood in that countmy’s defence : 1 allude to the Hote
des Invalides, and the Académie des Cadets. In the
space of rather more than twenty years, he had pro~
duced the most surprising change in the armies of
France, in their orgamsation, in their® cquipment, in
their discipline ; and that change was entirely for the
better. By his counsels, and the result of his plans,
the frontiers of France were extended on every side ;
territories of great importance, which hrd remained,
as it were, detached from the country to wkich they
seemed naturally to belong, and whicht affprded easy ac-
cess for inimical, powers into the heart of the French
dopinions, were annexed for ever to the crown of his
sovgreign ; and a strong frontier line of well-defended
fortresses was added to the natural boundaries of the
country. His great talents, and his high qualities,
however, were counterbalanced, as we have cxdeavoured
to show, by lamentable defects, and destructive weak-
nesses. That he was vain, arrogant, haughty, and
Presumptuous — that he was vindigjjve, cruel, and am-
bitious— appears in all his actions, turning them from
their just and reasonable course, affecting them in all
their details, often depriving them of that brilliancy



320 PORBIGN STATESMEN.

snd power which his genius might have afforded,
. Breatly affecting the immediate, and utterly changing
remote, results. He opposed, thwarted, and in a
great measure neutralised the schemes and views of one
of the greatest generals, and of tife greatest statesman,
that the world has ever seen. And while he succeeded
in obtaining territorial aggrandisement for his master, —
while he improved the armies and raised  the military
glory of his country, he contributed more than any man
to ruin her finances, to retard her commercial progress,
to check her rising prosperity, to press down her manu.
facturers and agncalturists, and to dry up the sources
of nsional wealth. He persua&d his sovereign to
choose war instead of peace; to choose the glory of
destruction, instead of the glory of beneficence. When
he came into power, he found France prosperous, peace-
ful, and happy ; with all her external relations promis-
ing continued tranquillity ; with hefresources increasing,
and taxation diminishing every day. He died, and left
her with a bankrupt treasury ; a people loaded with im-
posts ; commerge shackled by a thousand internal re-
strictions, and by external war; provinces whose mur-
murs approached to revolt ; armies upon every frontier,
and enemies in every neighbouring state. Such was his
public life: nor does his private character afford any-
ghing on wifh to repose with greater satisfaction. The
14,000,0007. which he spent upon his house at Meudon
spesk not well, either for his economy or disinterested-
ness. His haughtiness in the ordinary commerce of
society would form but an uninteresting topic here;
and to dwell upon his libertine debaucheries wouldenot
become this book.
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